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i'ollc)7fers of LToseph C. Reed? Ina.smuch as there is no record, 

conclusions ll1£lV be drawn only from O\'Vledr:e of' teachers else-

here in the state at this time. 

�:�t�~�a�n�y pioneer teachers were ndventurers ':rho sought while 

"o.i tine: fer an opening for business, temporary employment during 

.Lhe "linter. Some were wanderinp-: travelers, semi-vug;nl11ts, of 

Cluesti ona.ble character and meabr0 education. "11ile thero vias one 

'lm:'e and ther':) who was ,'lell qualified for the \'Jork, the great major

ity, it must be admitted, vrere not. So loud \'rere the complaints of 

the ineffio:::iency of the school teacher s thr oughout tho stn te tlw.t 

rUDors reached the ears of Governor Noble, ,Tho in 1833 called p.tten

tion of' the General t.ssembly to tho need of a ser:lil1aI'Y for the s:oecinl 
10 

traiJ'ling of Indiana teachers. 

Too.chors cS.me froxn the enste;'U 'lncl southern secti ons of the 

Uni ced stfl.tes as Nell 8.S England, Irelrmd, "l.nd Scot1o.nd. Every teA:cher 

"was left to his O\"m ..../12..:-' of doing things in the s<-::hool room, becrruse 

errch had learned his w in the p18.ce from Y/hich he had com.e. He must, 

�h�O�~�7�e�v�e�:�, do one thing--keep order. There y....ere many �i�n�~�e�n�i�o�u�s Viays 8.Ild 

one record de-votes four pages to various ki:1ds of punishr::J.ent meted out 

by thes(J early teachers. Here one finds an ee.rly example of pupil 1181'

ticipation. A master learned thEl..t before he arrived. that morning �t�~�'�l�O 

boys had fought. Three boys, accepted by the accused, were named to 

------------"--10 
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tlrendin' ,:ritin', and 8.1'i thwetic" exp1'(~sses Hith fair accurac;v the 

education thou[';ht necessary for farmers' sons a.nd dllu~hters. Beep,liRe 
15 

reading \'las the cornerstone, it was of foremost importance. Children 

were taught to rGad so that they could read the Bible. One of the 

first preachers was caught in the very act of reB.ding Shake"peare to 

bis wife. Such an offense 'NIH, so reprehensible thfl.t he 1'18.S looked on 

'rith suspicion by the elders and not lonr; ai'ter, was ifllpeached for 
16 

heresy and compelled to qUit his charge. Second to reading was the 

l3.rt of ....:riting because business aud social intercow'se depended on 

letter iting. ~ach child, it was hoped, would acquire a good plain 

rOLll1d hand. Itinerant teachers taught ';Titing as e.n accomplishment, SQ 

thr".t iu every co:mnunity one could find an expert penr:mn.\rithmetic 

'.I!1G thouGht necess::J.l·~' to enable the farmer to co.lculate v:ha.tever prob

103ms I-',!'ose in hi s conune"cial intercourse with the "rorld. Gram.'rJ1Rtic9.1 

lang:un.ge did very well for the ladies, but was rath~r detrimental to 
17 

Elen. Lav/yel'S and ministers might, if they wi shed, acquire a smatter

ing of' it, but "talkiIl[; proper" gave no prestige to the everyday ftlrmer. 

Jar~...::..•~.-- In 1823 the Union Sunday school bep: ol')e re.ti ans 

in CO-leb Scudder's cabinet shop and there James Blake taught the alnha.

~15 
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he is remembered particularly today because he te.ught little childxen 

to road and not becaus',~ of these nurnerous enterprises. 

1r. e.nd HI's. L8wrence .-- l.'ir. Rice B. L ence his wife, HI's. 

Jmn Lawrence, follm,ed Joseph C. Reed as teachers in the first scho01

house. T:l1ey hnd come originally from NeVI York state, but had taught 

previously to coninE to Indianapolis in Troy, Ohio. Their ideas con
31 

cerning education had been brought with them from the East. These 

tecchcrs ....rerp certified to be oualified instructors in reading, .vrrit

ing, ari thnetic, gr ~, and geography, ~1d in addition 6. Law

rence y:as to teac:1 needle-",'ork. They contir..ued in the first schoo1

house tmtil the completion of the Fir3t Presbyterian Church in 1824 

11hen they moved to tlwt more convenient building inc'thich they con
32 

ducted their school for about four years. 

no Free 8choo1s 0-- For thirty-three yea:'S c.fter the founding 
. 33 

of the to',om, the schools 1'1ert. all private or denomino.tiona1. 

Though the house vm.s in such cases fur:ni shed b:>r the community or by 

money fron school lands, the cost of tu:;,tion Was met by private means. 

lJ~uhere ~ere the schools free as in the present-day sense, either in 

Indian,,". or in other states. Ithough called public, the'- were still 

-- -,----
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supported by direct payment or f'ees 34 or by barter. So much reading 
35 

Dnd nri ting vms given for a coon-skin, mOle'e for 9. deer-iSkin. 

The state funds for educational rposes in Indiana as in 

[:10<1t of the >','est,.Tn stntes were for me.ny yellrs w1de~ the exclusiva 
;:)6 

C011trol of the Presbyterians. .An intercsthlg; sidelie:ht on the 

relation between secular a.nd religious education in the early history 

ol' the B'irst Prosbyterin.n Church of Indianapolis is gained from an 

advertisement in the IndianC':polis Gazett.e of Nove:nber 21, 1826: 

The trustees of the school attached to the 
Presbyterian meeting house give notice to the public th'1.t Lbenezer 
Sharpe, l~te principal of the Paris Academy, Paris, Kentucky, has 
taken chHrf.;e of the school, and this day, ..fith two assistants, 
c01lJ1TLenced i te instruction and is expected to continue its perme.
nent teacher. 

The prices of tuition are: 
Per Quarter 

For Spallil~ and Reading 2.00 
".riting and .\rithmetic 2.50 
Geograph~r, History and English GraI!lIr'.ar .00 
LatheJIl9.tics, Philosophy, and the Lan.g:uag:es 4.00 

For those scholars who attend less than a qUFlrter, or 
unsteadily, paying only for the time they attend, an advance of 
20 DBI' cent ..-rill be chs.rged. And to' defray the expenses of fuel 
3.nd othor conveniences for the SChool, 25 cents o. quartor ,rill be 
reCillired for the first hw guarter s of the yc~..r, corrunencing in 
November and 12~ cents 8. oU::'.rter for the last tilJO.-
 ~ 

Isaac Coe, President 
Jame'; Blake, secretary 
Indianapolis Novem.ber 6, 1826. 

-'-"--~-;54G.-nj.ch@.rd Boone, istory of Edu~a.tion in ~ndia~. p.22. 
35LOt.;r<.n 'sarey, A History of I~dianf.\. VoleIIT. p.47. 
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Ebenezer Sharpe.-- In the autumn of 1826, • Ebenezer Shrrrp6 

CB..me with his family, from Paris, Eentuck1J at the invitntion of the 

trustees of the Presbyterian church and in November of that year 

establiohed a school. • Sharpe at once took a position as a notAble 

citizen and a teacner of rare ability Qnd worth. He was a man of 

cul ture a.no accor:rplishments. By his excellent qualifications as a 
38 

teacher he ga'le tone to populor educRtion in. the minds of the public. 

His pupils said of him: "Hever was there a better teR.cher. The school 

hours are all happiness r,. The master, mild and Genial in manner, be

li8ving; lUOre in J:loral suasion than the rod to gain the respect and o"rJed

, .ionce of his Tm.pils, was a man of fine classical education pecu.clar

ly ~_dapted b~.r nature and disi?osition for his profession. He v, eyer 

diUcent at his books and studied oftell into the night. l~ 0 one 

1.mder his teaching ever heard a cross or s8.rcastic vrord. Tie opened 

the school each morning 'lith scripture and rrayer lUld ily ga~ 

:'0.0)',.1 f'.nd relid nus instruction to his pupils. Abov.t Hi~O he took his 

school to a frame house on the corner of ridio'l anel Ohio street: 
39 

":hC1'2 he crmtinued it until his death in 1835. 

~) e 1 Uerr:i.ll, a ur>ti ve of Vermont, is men

tioned. for the fi '51; time in the ea.rly account<; as a representative 

frO!1 r~.::i tzerland County to the legisla.ture. After much controver 

_.- -_.-._--------------

ian Church. p.4:08. 
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concerning 8. name for Indhmapolis, he seconded D, motion mw.c by 
40 

Judf;e Sullivan to give the town its l)resent n8me. He IGter settled 

0.1; Vevay TIherc he pre.cticecl law during the winter of 1822-1823. !Slected 
41 

Trulsurer of sts.te he held office until 1834 a.nd came to Indianapolis 

;men the capital was removed from Corydon. 

In the spring of 1825 the populetion consisted of not more than 

ijOO people, but o.i'ter the I'emoval of the capitE'l and the legisla.ture 

to Indiana.polis, there {IO.S a l ...rge influx of population. he number 

of chilclren had increased consider'ably ~nd no one Vias found willine: or 

o.l'le to in3truci~ them. The nec8Gsit:" becOTning urgent, S e1 1.Jerril1, 

probQhly the bast educated man in IndiQn~polis, at the solicitation of 

the oiti zens, undertook to relieve the educational stress. 11e taug;ht 

school in Go log house on the south side of Mn.ryland stroet, west of 

ridian street, VJhich was Rt th'1 J
; time the church of tho LIethoclists. 

42 
There was great need for the school end it did ~ood TIork. In 1825 

he bec~rre editor of the Indiana JOlrrnal and later was elected president 

of the st te Dank of Indiana. In 1850 he estahlished the publishing 

40
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iniscences of Indianapolis. 

IndjlJ·nB.lloUs. 
John 

Printing House. 1870. p.184. 
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house 11Tith which the fanily name has since been identified.43 ,e was 

0_ resident of the city thirty yea.rs. No person enjoyed the conf'idence 

and respect of the citizens more, because he maintained in rare combi

nation the sternest ideas of justice with the nost beautiful simplicit 

of manner. 

_____---==-.:.......::..:.....::.s-?2 Ab out 1830 • Thomas D. GregG opened an ex-
g •-

callent school in all old cflrpenter shop on the northwest corner of Del
44 

Q',mre and Market streets and in 1836 119 tool:: Char!!;B of the Seminnry. 

1Je not only devoted hiG nhole life to teachir1C, but left !l fund still
 
45
 

used for the tli'airlinc; of teacher s. Thi s bequest wa.s placed in trust
 

after he died in Virgbia., the condition of the gift being that the 

v[',lue of the land of -;;,hich j t consisted be safely invested and the in
46 

come applied to aid the city schools • 

• Jmneson. -- The district schools were intermittent at 

i'in;t, the pu"ils meetin~ in rented rooms for short sessions. In 1842 

'''lexander Jameson, brother of the Reverend Love Jameson became teacher 

o:f'l~he South school District. He made the coro' lon arranl'!:ement, >7hich 

l'm3 to a.ccent "what blic funds were availflble and E"t the baln...Ytce of 

r,~_ s p from tuition fees. His school prospered so well th"'.t he could 

not attenr] to all his pupils and sent for his nineteen-yeflr-old brother, 

44 
B.R •sulgr ave, 

p.	 418. 
45 
46Lopm Esarey, 
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Church. 1'.414:.Centennie.l 
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1\ History of Indiana. Vol.III. p.46. 
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F'atricl~ R., to come from the farm hear Hadison A.nd help him. v.trick 

WDS paid ten dollars a month and board for his help. 

_\B a boy, this assistant, le.ter the venernble Dr. Fe.trick H. 

,JpJ"n.eson, was delicate but rather precocious. Enrly in his teens 'he 

h£,.d acquired the ordina.ry so-called English education. PA.rtly by 

the aid of a priv~te instructor, but mostly by his ovm efforts he 

then learned the gre tel' part of wh"t was contained in the prevailing 

texi; books of algebra, plane g;eometry, mechanics, ph;vsics, popUlar 

astrono~r, and mental philosophy and also nC ired a limited acauaint
47 

~~ce with the Greek and Latin languages. H had begml reading medi
8 

cine sarlle time before his brother sent for him. 

The school was held in the old Campbellite church on the south 

side of Kentucky Avenue just above Georgie. Street. There were no desks, 

boards being fastened to the backs of the seats to serve as desks. 

Here he taught one year and then d.ecided to ore:ani ze a school of' his 

mm in the northwest district ...-,hich had none. 

In the spring of 1844 he submitted the nlB.tter to the trustees, 

one of.' ,/hom proposed that they build a schOolhouse b:' (~[.tlling: a school 

meeting and le~!ing a tax. he lo.w '-"laR lOOked into and it was f(mnd. 

thnt by giving three weeks notice this could be done 0 Notices ~ut up 

in the public places attr::.\cted very li·:~tle attention, and on the appoint

-;:17' 
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ed d only about ty{cnt~.' voters appe'1red. These fe~v organized and 

levied P.. tax of six hur ed dollars of T,hich one hundl'ed doll::l.rs 'was 

for a lot and the renin,ind"r for the house. 'l'his '.'Ias certified to t::te 

auditor and put on the tax duplicate, but ":Then tax paying time cnme a 

nu:a'oer of people refused to pay. l~, treasurer refused to receive an~r 

of their taxes unle c;s they paid the school tax. The tter drifted 

along until the legislvture met, at v/roch time a resolution for M

other eleotion Vias adopted. Notice of this Vias given (',nd at the 

ensuing election about two hundred votes were cast. he school tA.X 

won by just one vote. 

The schoolhouse was then built on the east side of ··...est street 

south of Michigan street. Pa':~rick Jameflon, of cour8~, ','/9.5 tho teacher, 

and as there was not money enough to furnish desks, he himself built 

thea.;\bout one hundred dollors of public money \'las Hvailable for each 

district s.nd the lance was made up by subscription for which he cir 

cub.teo. a Detition. The basis was thrc-e dollars a pupil for thirteen 

weeks of five days each. Zxact account of the attendance s kept on 

blanks furnished by the county auditor d the subscribers were credited 

for actual attendance al'c,hough it need not be by the RaIne pupil.L\,t 

the end of the term the accounts were checked and the ba1ancGs due 'vere 

collected. As public fun.ds were used, anybody ,;ho desired could CODe to 

school, no matter whethGr there had been any subscription for him or 

not, And l:ir. ,Jameson had a number of pupils who paid nothing,. He furn

ished the fuel, cut the wood, swept the room, made the fires, and con
49
 

ducted the sch.ool just as he thought best.
 

~;;rge s. Cottm8~, Indian~ Scrapbook Collection. Vol.IV. p.6. 
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lIe had \I scholars" nll the way from" Q - b - c' sll up to ne:~rly 

fJ.S fal' as he could teach, but his worst trouble W(lS ',')'i th the lI a 

b - c' stl • He '.lorked out a ple..ll for putting the letters on the black 

1)09.rc1, and haviug his ll abecedalians" as he called them, stand in 

front of it for ten or fifteen minutes, for four or five times a day, 

while he pointed out the letters and the:r renee.ted the 113...m8S; and in 

th,:;.t WB.V Llade some progress. 

There V'laS a va.riety of books and. little or no nttf:mpt 9.t f,rad

inf': or cl8.ssificution of pupils. Each YEaS advc..nced in his v"Jerk f1.ccord

in[; to his progrGss. Some fen 1'I6re taught alg;ehra and goonetry, but 

there werD very feYl rC(Juests for anything above the common brenches. 

l.Ir. Jameson also taught ElUsic "lhich Was most unusual in those days. 

He had a good voice t'l.nd tauE.;ht the songs by rote. ''''hen the pupils h2.d 

les.rned the song, they joined in '-·/i th him as he sang. He taught them 

SO);16 fifty songs frOE\ a '.-rell-kno"\"m book, '1'h6_0deon, published by Ha.son 

and .ebb. 

Patrick Jame':on taught from l84~-1847 in this first COrtUllon 

school erected in the city by ts.x funds. He g;ave up teaching; for medi

cine IU1d engaged in active professional work 8.S a. doctor for more tlw.u 
50 

f:i.ft~.r year s. 

SUlmna.ry.-- In the midst of all the more urgent claims upon their 
" u 

time during that pestilent su,'1lJllt=r of 1821, the Indianapolis pioneers 

GO 
George s. Cottman, I:n.die.nv-.. scrnpb0.2.!s..~0J.2-...ec.!20r:. ,tol-IV. 
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r.ad the courage and foreGight to build a schoolhouse. !t'or twenty-si:~ 

ye~.:.rs follmving, they made defiui te efforts toward elementr"!"y educa

tion. The teElchers -"rere from va.rious pa.rts of the country [l.nd taug:ht 

for different rea.sons. he first teacher, Joseph C. Reed, who nas 

the first county recorder, taught rnly !l fe'.'1 weeks, and his irrmediz,te 

foll07rers in the first schoolhouse are ,mkno"fn ;-,nd unrecorded. The 

Union Sun~ay School made definite contributions to learning, because 

childl"en hn.d to be t.aught to read so thA.t they could take part 0 The 

frunous J8.l"ne" Blake tausht many young children to rpS.d B,Un spell. The 

Presbvterians vmr€ early entrusted with the mengrr; st'1te fu!'lds for 

schools. Mr. Rice B. Le.nrence and his ''Tife, HI's. Ann La':lrence, "rho 

had been trained in the East taut;ht in the fh' st schoolhouse until 

better Clua.rt;~rs ':lere provided by the Pre -;byterio.ns in their new church. 

They remained several yea.rs and were followed by }!;benezer Sharpe 8. 

~reatly beloved tar'cll.:r nho had come from Kentucky. Sfl.muel l1errill, 

a na1;ive of i!oru0nt, was the beGt educated man in Indianapolis in h.is 

tc.me, And 'frhen the popul:o..tion increased rapidly because of the remov8.l 

of the capital fran Corydon, he was pressed into service as a te~cher. 

Thouas D. Gregg fror;} Virginia t8ug;ht for e. few vears and has left a 

l'.J.sting monwnent to his memory in the fund for scholarships. Patrick 

H. Jameson El. most scholul'ly and resourceful toaoher tnduced the citizens 

to build a schoolhouse for him. He taUGht there for several years and 

tben took up the profession of medicine for '.'Thich he "18.S Dr rine; 

'Ii:hen a.sked to teach. Tee.chers of this time ware t'l,S varied in methods 

and preparatiort as they ~ere in background. 



CH.APTER II 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE COHMON SCHOOL 
1846-1863 

Indiana Refused to Rave lIpauper" 8cho01s.-- As eArly as 1821, 

~he sS6nblv refused to he.v'3 "pauper" or lI c hs!'ity " schoolfi e'ren though 

many states te> the east, VTest, north, and fiouth had them. It vias the 

only \"J:-..y some san to make element8.rV educ8.tion both free and universal. 

IndirJUn, ha-,lever, refused to place such a stigma or those citizens ,'lho 
1 

could not afford to send their children to nrivate schools. 

:efforts of Interested Citizens for Better 8chools.-- lJrivate 

d~x~{ schools of good reputation ':rere established as soon us the ne

cessity DTOGF. There was, hm-rever, no approach to-;l8.rd a system of 
2 

free sO(Ioo1s until the winter of 1840-1847. Caleb Hills was respon

sible for this agitation and in fact after 1843 until the tine of his 

death, October 17, 1879, the influence of Caleb Hills' s vie~:{s r.1a~' be 

traced in almost every important legislative act concerning education 

5_n the state. In 1840 he urate his first Messap.'e to the 1er"131at1.1re 

end every year for five successiYe yenrs s.t the opening of the legis

1 
G. Richard Boone, A History of Education in Indiana. p.24. 

2 
Ibid. p.94. 
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