








gédefn time, he stendés out as the one who may, perhearps ?oit fittingly
end in the sidest cenee, be called the poet of Nature'. It is eignif-
ieant then that "by none of the Latin voets were the landscares sketched
eo often as by Vergil".(g)This is obvious perticularly in the ecloguecs
and the Beorgies, In the latter "the Lucretian idea o{ Nature both in
its philosorphieal znd poetical aspects runs through".B}In the Aeneid
likewise we find analogy in the observations on Eature. Forinstance ncte
the avrarent similarity of the following description of a storm:=-
"prineirio venti vis verberat incita portus
ingentisque ruit mavis et nudbilia digfert
interdum rapido sternit montisque supremos
silvifragis vexat flabris™ ZIuer.I 270-75
and‘
| "Tncute vim ventis sufkmersaegue obrue rupreo
‘ Aut age diversos et disice corpora ronto----
~—-venti - - ruunt et terras turbine rerflant.
(A.T 63-70 and 83)
In either nassage the roar of the storm, the iury of the wind and the

destruction that follows after it ring with equal force. Vergil seems to

imitate Lucretius' "vertice torto™ ( I 293 ) in the Aen.VII 567 "torto

vertice torrens". Lucr.I 287 has"validus cum viribus" ang A.V 368 has
"vastis cum viribus". Again Vergil paints charming rictures of adolesg-
cent youth with the exactness that characterizes Lucretius' careful cb-
servation., The latter has "innubem molli pubescere'veste" Luer,.V (72

as well as tum demum'puero i1li nevo flcrente irventas ocecipit et molll
vestit lanugine malas". Luer,V £88-9 vhile Vergil says “Tum mihi prirs
cenne vestibat flore iuventas (A,VIII 160) and also “ora rtuer Trima
csisnanes intonss iuventa (A, IX 181)

1) Geikie ch.III P.52

(2) " ch,IIT P.57

(3) Seller ch,VI P.28.




One of the most ezguisitely beautiful observatiocns on Liature given to ues
m2 ~

by Lucretius is &trikingly mirrofed by Vergil., The former hes - - ~ -

" primum aurora novo cum spargit lumine terras

et varise volucres nemora avia pervolitagtites
aers ver tenecrum liguidis lcea vocitus crrlent.

(Luer.II 142-5 )
anid Vergll says

"Et iem vrima OVo spargebnat lumine terras- - - Aurora',

- - - varisl circumgue suprague

jo)

Adcuetae ripis volueres et fluminis 2lveo
Aethera nmulcebant cabiu lucogue volabant™,
(A.VII 26 and 32-4)
In spitit, in rythm and in diction the rassages are slmost identicel,
rerhaps here mores than in any other instance we see something of Lucre-
tius' poetic and @eseriptive power whieh so attractsd Vergil, snd alsc
something of the beauty and grece which so impressed him thus molding
the musical cadences of the f@ncil
:By the quotations frem modern critics which I nave used abovelr Secms
(8ee P.4) that there is no guestion in regard to the Ericurean influence
on the earlier writings of Vergil., For the most part however .the opinion
seems to be that Vergil %f?w awsy from this influence by the time he te-
gan to write the Aereid, Terhaps his pnilosothy of life did change but
we must remember the wercds of Sidgwiek who intimates that the Luecrctian
influence waes mainly threefold:-
{(a) "In diction, where he deliberately imitates or where =

Ca

subtle or urconcious memory of Lucretius has determined the choice of 2

word or the turn of a vhrase,
(b) In metre, where the rythm of Lucretius with its Qignity#and

(1) Thie view is held by Sellar, Connington, Glover nond lorden.




‘lO'
beasuny insrired some of the best of Versil's verse,

(e} In thec thoughts, vhich though Versil doer not aceert all
nevertheless left their influence™, It is awppar:snt thern ithat vhatever
| .. . . L)
- elee Vergil may owe to Lueretius it is dpubtful if anything can surpase

| or even egual the debt to him {or the rreparation of n lengunge, Orect

i as wos Tueretius the peetl he found himself circumseribed by a Latiw

\ mide and inf%$%ihl y 111 fizted {tec the uses of noetry, as he rimself

( exLrenses it, J"_T_..qtrii sexmoenin coestoel It wes he who with infinite

' toil hemmered out the eruditier and literally fareced it =g S0y whet j?
-
2

would not; it wae he who effected the congquest of the Latin Leraneto

9]

1"I
who COHbT;bUbEi simzliecity and dignity, {3)and who added the sonund and

terror to the thunderbvolt of Roman sreech, Hence when Vergil ehese the

[

hexameter as tre vehiele for his poetrv it is only natural thst he shou
LN

- o

turn to the one grent Foman roet whe had masterei thig particulsr meire
and whose one greai Loem wns almost Turcly an erie in the bread th of ite

» undertaking., Certrninly then no eritiec will fail to recognize the influ-

ence of the De Rerum Nrtura ss poetry on the Aeneid, I have already cit-
ed A Tew instances of imitntion, Comnington finde over two-hundred
scattered throughout ihe Aeneid with the number inerensing in the latter
books, I have found scattered throush Muonro's lotes to Lucretius at
lenst elpgnty-~six instances and of coursge there are nany more, The thrnsa-
e8 vhich I give below impressed me in parcicular beczuse of the VErSime
ilitude between them nnd some expression in Iucre<ius,

(Passnges in Aeneid apparen itly eopled from Luer.)

Luer, I,2, ecneil subier litentra signn

Aen. TII,515 Sidera- - - - tacito labentin enclo

Luer, T, 34 aeterno devictus vulnere amovris
Aen VIII, 594 aeterno Tatur devinetus amcre,
(1) Iucr;I, §23

{2) T.W.Mackeid,"Verail® eh,III, F. 27.

(3) Glover ch,TI, P.G2.
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Luer.l, 34

ALVIII,633

38
AVIII, 405

Luer.1,

Luer,T,

66
X, 720

Luer.I,74

AVI, 17

Lucr.I,?7

AIV ¢4

Iuce.JT,

135
A.X, 641 )

Luer.I, 149

ATV, 284

Luer.1, 231

AT, 6068

Luer.I,253
A. TII 523

Luer.I 287

A, v,368

L

Lucr.I, 223
A. VII, 567
Luer,I, 406
Ao XI, 573

luer.I, 920

A, XI, 90

sustieciens tereti cervice,

terceii cervice refl€x=n.

recubantem corrors saneto cireunfusa,

coningis irfusus gremio.

Grzius hemo

IH r

immensun :eregrovit mente animogue

magnart cul mentem animumqgue

nlte terminuas hoeret

hie termirus haeret

Morte obita nuorum tellus amplectidtur ossa,

morte chita(V,31) tellus gremio comvlectitus

rriveipium cuius line notis exordia sumet,

quae prima exordia sumzs.

- - - unde aether siders pascekt

Lw)

rolus dum =idera racscet,

moptibus ex altis magnus decursus sguai

ubl decursu rapido de montibus altis

vilidis cum viribus

vastes cum viribus,

vertieve tcerto Corripiunt

torto vertice torrens,

instivurunt vestizia certa viat

vestigia plantis Institerat,

et lacrimis salsis wmectent cro genasque
ol

lacrimans guttlsque umectct prandibus ora,

OS5 ER



12.
Luer, I, 323

A. T, 157

Luer. I, 9M
A, II 50

Lucr,JI, 16

A.T, 75

Zuer,IT, 41

7
.ﬂ";o TUT, 074

Luer,JIT,114
A, III, 151

Luer,II, 158
L. XTI, 906

Tuver.II, 144

L. IX, 459

Iver,II, 214
A, ITT11I, 199

Tuer, IT1,5353

A, TV,

Luer,.II, 3554

A, IX, 414

Tuer, 11,295

Ao IX, 819

Iier, IT,601
AJIIT, 113

percusceit thyrse lmadis sim masna

magno laudum pereussus amore.

id velidis utram eonvortum viribus ire

validis ingentem viribus hastam- - - contorsit

hoe aev¥i quocumauesy

quodgumque hoc regnl.,

hellj simulsers eientis
helli simulacrs eiebat,

Tumrecus ¢lent mimulneers.

demorum
cum solis luminsa cunque Inserti fundunt radil per opaen

qus se Flena per Inserias fundehat luna fenectres,

per inane- - - = yacuum

VACUUl Del inane.

vrimum aurore novo cum sraPfgit Lumine sverras.

Et iam prima novo syargebat lumine terresvc - surcra.

abrupti nubibus ignes Concursant

Irngeninant abrurtis nubibus ignes.

uaricremns trodter mactatus concidit =rss

turicremis cum dona imroneret arie,

sanguiris expirans calidum de pectore flumen

vomens cnlidum de pecglore flumen.

mollipus uwndis - - - Trvit

mollibas extulit unédis,.

sedibus in curyi bijusos agitabs leomes,

Et funecti currum dominnoe subiere lecnecs,
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Lucr.il, 639

A. I, 36
luer,II, 869

A. III, 372

Ltuer,III, 44
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seterrumque dey
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ELAETUT EeXVTeN

1

et mairi sub reetore volnus

g sub pertore vulnus,

irsa monu ducunt
F

ivpes manu- - -
si Tert i

ei Ieort ita cor
e coullis micent

oculis miest ae

= - -
i tzetre

voX taetrum dir

a 1o

coevisulis iwmypari

eruictans

C'J_

Aestunt otque ¢

€}

R el al 2] “
gilrianne ’ W

F

.
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gemincs,duc ful

Sunt igitur for:
tenuls sine cor
inegsine formne,

ceneli Temlesine
it toio turticn

invendent et

1
vz

cirouncus otroc

e voluntoe,
A P S
SCTLanE I nox

r:ous igris,

gdoran,

& inwer

Thlc Tasces Saevagcuc Eecures
un kic rrimuas salvasoue seceuresz Qecid

foueibus zectus

moen Coao

mira

tells

Tee, rarum similesque Effigice
Fors viras Admoncsi volitare cave

- - = Tit 2urhidy Toele
caclo Temieotme teleorum,

Tormidinis ora superne

Termidinis ora,
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Luer.IvV,

A. IV, 255
Luer.IV, 681

A, IV,

Luc,IV, c43
A, VII,
r.X,

Iuer IV,
L, 1X,

507

Eg

Luer,IV, 967

A VI, 167

T

Tuer, IV, 1049

488

Le %,

r

lunine werrs

lumine,

Cebrezzo graviter sgub

tabol zugire- - - gluangor

Qurerimus et moons dispersos vees

Concimug et wegnn suprimum voce ¢l enrus.

haeec loco cayeritedes satyros nymrhagque tenere

haec memoras iR&igenne fauni nymyhzeque ternebont,

tezeliturne zilentia

teecitsen per amica gilentia lunae

e’

rromisea conum vis

cdors esnum vis

et eontra corferre manu certamina pugnee

Lo
Ful f

o

[

inferre marmi loerimsbile bellum

inter sase ¢url certamina belli Cortulcrent,

multvaque per troclers et tymisnd pondere marno Commovit,
Laxa guoque infeste volvebant perncere

magrce vellit durn rondere sayxum,

somMnus Ler rendra quietem Inrigpat

placidam per membrs quietem Inrigat.

Turmes chibat

omnes- - - egadurt in vulrus

corruit in vulnus



15,
Luer,Iv, 1129

A, #II, 230

Luer,IV, 1237
L, V, b
A, X1, 59
Luer,V, 50
L, VII, 230
lver,V, 33
A, TX, 794
A, VIII, 33
Luer,V, 113

A.379ard ALVI,

Iuer.V, 163

A, IT, 625

Luer, V, 174

A, 11, 92
Iuer.V, 255
AT, 726
Luer. v, 5275
A, VI, 237
].-1.1cr.V, 46{{)

Ao TII, 52

Iuer.V, 631
Lo XTI, 09

Iuer.V, 11350
AVI, 851

aure inciudurtur teriturgue thalassing vestisg

artificie marus gere deroro ineiusit

consrergurty aras adolentque sltaria donis
strueremque suls alinsris gonis

cumuintgus altearia donis,

eV Dicnmedis egquil spirantes maribus igrem

Lo

Geminosaue iugelis- - - spirantes nar:bhus imme

asrer, acerba tuens, immani corporc serrens.
asyer Acerbn tuens retro redit

asperdue immsni coryore Thybris,

8

[

exvedinm diet

759 exrediam dictis,

et ab imo evertere

et ex imo verti

in tenebris vits mecrore iacebat,

viten in tenebris luctunue trahebsm,

redentes lychini claraeque ccruzcis

derendent lyrehni laquesribue cureis

immeni et vesto - - - hia*u

vestionue dmmanis hinty

subtexunt nubile caelum

Baelum subtexere fumo

cum signis tendere cursum

avidos extendere cursus.,

resere imverio

regere imrerig

-
Aud

Ll



16,
Iuer.V, 119 noret noetis sigrs severn

A. VII, 138 *ur noctem noctisque orientia sigra,

Luer.V, 1276 sie- - - tempora rerum
AVII, 27  quae temrors rerur,

Luer.V, 1218 faciebant corrora ssltu

A. I1, 545 ecrrora saltun Ad terrsn misere,
Luer.V 23 infroete tela - - “tingsuentas
’ ~ ta
I
A. X, 731 infroetoque teln eruentat

Imer.V, 1333 gravi terram consiermere casu,

A, XII 245 1late Lerrmm concternere tergo.

| Luer.V, 1406  ducere multimodis voces et flgetere cantus

‘; A1V, 463 longae in flBtum ducere voces.
{

’

luer,¥, 1454 rrotrshit - Iy medium
| -

I A-II, 123 Frotrahit in medios,
[[i

Lucr.¥], 46 perecimne rorro

I A, IX, 190 rpereire torro
|
Iuer.vi, o5 insigni Capism - - - laude

AT, - €25 insieni lzude ferebst

Luer.VI, 131 torvun senitum- - - rerente

A, VIT, 399 torrungque rerente Clamrat.

Luer,VI, 155 flemmh-preplteante crétntur

Ao 11, T4 flemmn erevitante cremari
Juer,vI, 630 cumpluit in terris
A X, 537 dum pluvit in terris,

T . . 3 : t
*uer VI, 630ff. fert iteque ardorem longe longeque fovil




UL

17
d1ffert et crascsa volvit enlipne fumum
extruditque simul mirando pondere sexo;

A, IITI, 511 &8 scd horrifieis furta tone Aetny ruinis
interdumqgue atram prorunrtit achtnern riubem

turbine fumanver ficeo et candente fovilla, nticlitgue

remlgl pernmnrum

L. T, 201 demisio alarurm,

Luer.VI, 5S¢l rnocturna = Jumine linum

AJVIT, 12 nocturna in lumina cedrum,

Luer,vi, 619 longis antasibus

A. T, 341 longse Amtarges.

Luer,VI, %944 manrt iter nobis e toto corpore sudor
A.TIT, 1175 Tnm gelidus toto manabat corpore sudor.
Tuecr.VI, 1158 £nEius Angor

A. anxius angit,

Desrite the veizht of much eritleal suthority wnieh holds thet
the Lucretian *nfluernce in the Aeneid, aslde Trom metre ard dictien,ls
derogatory, one can scarcely ancoept thas view in toto. Duff gaye of the

De Rerum Nadtura: “I4z thourht angd lenguage sank deerly into the troreeca

: . . L
lonable srul of Vergil, The borrowings are most evident £pem the Gecroics

but from the Eclesues onwards, by nactual incorporation or vaouer echo of

Lueretisn phrases and reverercs for Lucretian sieculation, the younser
(1)
1.

Toel rerders hemnge? It ig true on consideration of Verpilte rzligsious

attitufe that he doer arrear directly coniradictery o ithe rhilecsorhy of
lucretius, This however may be exrleined by the fack thatl the Lucretien
f

influence wags rartly one cf sympathy, rertiy of snizzonism, Yergilte cone

o

certion of meture hac its lmmedpate origin in the trrousht of Lucretiue;

(1) Duff, P, 30-1



18,
nis religious convicticn and national sentiment fetive new sirencth by-
(1)

reasction from his precdecessor? h the contrary Frank holds thnt Vergil
remalned an Ericurcan to thie end; "ne was Torty yenrs of are and orly

elever years from his death when he publisl:

-

tie Ceorgice, wWhich zro

rersizated with the Epicurcsn view of nature;snd the restatemsnt of thi

ju

bock of thre densid ought Lo warn us thnt nie feith 1np
it Aid not éle™,
In meny résrects, at lenct, there is no zonfliet hebweer the “hi

lcsorhy of luerctius «nd ihat of Versil, Botih receogrize thist mant'e nan-

riness ig marrsed perhors most of =11 by woalth and creed. Infeeld Verzil'
thilosorthy here is iully =5 Tuieurenn rs anyiring ir the Scersies,Ferin-

stanee note ”quid non gorvelin reetora eogis, Auri szern Trines", TIte

model weg find in "evarodtics et honoruw rcmecn curide nuae mlsgeros honince
{4

urig”, Likewise we »erd in Verst "ITlle,at

H

coFant transcerdere firos

[

ores fracisc Teucrum, et Fortuna reecscit, re

. {5)

arme gecusus, far omme abrumpit", elerrl¥ an ccho of thic mate

Ty
10}

Agamenmonics viedricltague

‘1
(1Y
3
i
™

And cynicnl doubt of Iricurus where the moral Tiber of manhond woe pein
tried, fcr Lucretius says, "quo magie in dubiis hexinem grzebare rareplie

convenit aiversisque in rebus nozeere gud sit; nam vereae voeces Ytum demum

(6)
rectors ab ime eciciuntur et sripltur rersonn, ranet res," The thousht

of ithe one is obvicusly identiesl with the other, namely that mants true

merit ean best Te tested in trying m

o

ments, thoush of course Lucretius
spenxs of man in gencral =nd Vergil of & specific cise, Vergil nlso fol
g 21 -
. .t 2 CR * . N P
lows Luczeulug thr;cg more 1in rointing out the evils of greed and avorices.

(1) Seller Ch,¥T, F. 199

(2) Frank ch. g

=

X, .1

]

{2} A, ITI, 56

( 4) Tuer, ITI, 59-60
{5) A; I1I, 53-53

)

(6) Luer.III, 55-60

L



Firet in Bocok I af tve Aeneid, 2462352, next in A. ¥, 365 end 373-375
1

ck

where the disccvery nnd *the desth of Tisus and BEuryalus results from

their zreed for plunfer and again A. X, 504-506 where Turrus erults in

the pold studded belt he hes wor by the murder of Fazllas but is later

il

elain for the deed A. XII, ©38-952, This faet then is mrvarent; "In thed

rrotest apainst the world hoth tomte are entirely nt cnc.- - - - -

o]

- = -, The Vergziliar ifenl, like thet of Taueretiuwe, recogniZed a2 heort

of Fertune ns n grester soures of hantinese than

thenever the thought of Vergil falls into the seientific vein
he 1s likevwise r foithful follower of Iuerastiusg, Henece from this soures
rrohably 2omes Vercili's Aescription of the terror of Turnus on his &7

rroaching death, Lucretius says, "werum ubi vementi meglis €8t come

=]
D
|.+
o3

metu mens conegentire animam totem per membre videmus sudoresgue ite

ralloremgue existere toto corrore et infringi lingusm vocemgue =boriri
calizare oculos, sonere auris, succidere artus

{Lucr., ITI, 152-6)
md Vergil saye "0111 menbre novas golvit faormidins tortor

arrectaeque horrore camae, et voc faucibus haesitn,
(A. X11, 567-06Y)

cnd "Gema labant, gelidus zoncrevit frizore sangais”,
(A, XII, 905)

nand aslso, "Mon lingua valei, non corrore notne

Suffieciunt wvires, vox aut verba sequuntert,
(AXII, ®11-12(

Vergil's first thrase, "a strange chilly terror uninitis nie framev is

the 3eynote of ris infebtedress to Iuneretine here., The Thrase

remin
(

S&MS that the mind sand soul are kept together in close unicn ard that

the rest of the soul is disceminated throush the vhole body moving and

| Y

oheying the Inelinatiorn off the mind. Hence the effect of fear on the begy.
{1) Sellar,ch.VI, F. 257-5
(2} A. XIT, 867 (Trans by Corminzton)

(3} Lure.J17. 136-100



. Love perfectly éxemplified in Aenems at the ceourt of Dido where th:

sieken. We scoe Lenens ecconscience sirichen and rmawn with re

20,
Vergil by his close adhererce to the though®t and mention of symtems

whieh Luerctius deseribes has here ansin demonsirnted his comrlete nea
cectanee of the purely scientific observations of the grest rhilcesorher.

Apoin we see the phitosophy of Lueretius cercerning the evile eof

(1)

L

(2)
veanlth of the vomn lavished on the man, as well as thst of the man cor
(3)
on his mistress == in Luerstius. ¥e see Aenens and Dido wasting thelr
(4)
ctrength, neslecting their duties, letting their rsood names stogrer

{(5) (6)

Y
™
)

2|

4]

HCI'E

.
The purrosc of Lueretivs was to give Truth fo s nation whnther zhilosa-
othieal, relirsious or vhysiecnl., Even during Vergil's life the trend of
the Roman Teorle wns toward erervaeting lururies, new and fantrstic re-
liFions, and degrazding moral practices., Jt seems highly possgible to me
that Vergil recognizing the truth in Lucretius asssult on ungoverned rae-
sion has reproduced the pieture in Aencas to show the dangers in thg So-
cigl evile which menaced thle meraol fibre of the Roman reople. At least

ve know he i= trying to lead them beck into the simpler and cléaner 1life

of the past,
' It is interestirg Yrikewise to consider the coneeption, held by

C3

each roet of the first men ig the golden age, when the earth was youn
and riech, Thnat of Lucrctius(l)is of course more scientific snd Inclucive
than Vergiles' which n%tempts no logienl explanation of mnants origin but
ls merely a mythclogienl account of & mysterious 1.aost, Keverthelecss the
influence of Luctetins is very avrarent. In fact scroreely a thought in

(1) Imer, IV, 1120-1140

(2) A. IV, PR1-4

(3) Luer, IV, 1123 and 1125-30

(4) A, IIIT, 1%1-94 and 265-77

(5) A, IV, 173-97

{6)Y AL TV, 7279-E2

]

(7) 4. 1V, =z
(8) Luer.V, 784Pftc 1028



21. (1)

in the few lines given to the subject by Vergzil btut seenm mticnl

1!
e
o 1}
]

vith those of the older voet. Lucretius says "erescebsnt uterl terrom
(2)
3

radicibus spti” wvhile Vergil says, "gens virur truncls et cduro rohore

)

natay thouthts auite evidently ansloscus. Lueretiues says also, '"nec
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commune bonum tnrre necue nllie moribtus inter se scibant rec
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legibus utif annd Vergil elnfes li¥ewlse "Quis neque mos neque cultus

(5)

ernt? Apain lueretius says, mece robustus erst curvi moderator nratri

£

4w
vyiro

quisnusm, nec scibat ferro molirier arvs nec nove defodere intesrra

—

ulta neque zltis srberibus veteres decidere frleibu' romosgs.- - - G d-

o

o

iferas inter cursbant corrors guercus plerumque,Bonserctabantur eilv
- ' L) s ( )
tria saecla ferarum migellibus szxis et mesno rondere clavne, whil

Verzil rerlies, ™Meec lungere {suros aut comlonere ores morant aut perc-
(7)

ere rarto, sed raml atque asrer victu venaius nlebatr, Ther Lucreciuse

In sreaking of the decay vwhich attncked the primitive race snys, "pogt -

erius ree inventast surumaue repertum, gued facile et validis et tulch-

. 3
ris dempsit honorem"{ )and Vergil follovs closely with "deterior dorec
_ (o
raulatim ae decolor aeine ot belli rabies et anor sucecessit habendin, ’
Agaln Lucretius speaking of man's primitive hrounts says,
"denigque nots vagi silvestria tenrils tenebant
nympyharum, auibus e scibant umori fluenta
lubrieca proluvin larga lavere umids saxa™m.
(Luer,V, 948-50)
end Vergil likewise has,
"rronte sub adveorss scopulie rendertibus antrmunm
Intue aquae dulcse vivoogue sedilis snxo |
Lymrharuxn domus?y
(A, I, 166-9)
(1) A, VIII, 314-329 (5Yk, VIII, 316
, (2) Lner.v, 808 {6} Luer,V, 933-£9
!‘(3) A. VI1I, 315 (7) A, VIII,316=18
. (4) Luer, v, $55-59 (§) Luer,V, 1113-1114

‘ (v) R, VIII, 326-27.
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viilero et vivere dptned
(Tner. v, o61)

Saturni mentom, maut virela ncp legibue mnqusm
SLONTE snn voLerianue Gel ose more fonentomn
o~ -
Lite ¥VIZI, 208)
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meYe GoACL bY Vergil

Tram Lucrctius., I have mercly heen impreescd with ihe ctriking eimilzr-
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1ty ¢f shoughd 2né exrreesion crrarert in The werke of the ivo writers,
In the Aencid the whels corcertic il d :
n owite Aenelf tne whele ecorcerticon of sovernment ig utterly ic-
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16 Davrievlsm, ozxe ¢f the Trime moitives for writine it wac 10 ingrire
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ratriotisn, Regardlens of Foiitical orimion watricticn is - fundomenteal
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vhing, cormmmnd enle faron cne fe cpcther., Thie intengible Lhiing Luerctiue

i X! . s ~ 5

naf SO0 n high degree, In spnite of the detiched eir with wnich hé feigned
1 : + % he

to look on the world "e wnosg LY no means 1nu¢’?9“pnt to the imsuee of *n

(1), o

+ 3 1 e % . . : B

“1meydscin 1isht of the territie solitienl iurmoil Trecedins hic Ae-+h
4 2

- 1% 1e rrobable that he would hove velcomed the guiet ren

imperial Avgustus, dui whatever hig rositicn pelitieally "he wae pn esr

(2}
rest ratriot™ and we are porhavs jusiified in sssums g that thiz facs

influenced Versil,

Wal

4 o ore A e X . - :
Bui Vergil owed mere %o him = formulabing ihe caricerticon of

law which he gives in the Aenid., "Lucretins well (lig the 1
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(1) F.W.Kelsey Intro.to Luer.P, Iy

(2) Hon " " 1 i 1 n



23, (1) o N . .
trend of the Fomnan mind, He grasyed the un:y and harmory that underlie

ct

£31 haturel processes, he btelieved in o fixed order of things, tha

[

noth

&
s

N 1aprenet without eause. The universe was hut eternnl chionge un-
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inive reguleticnthe believed  that men stoed ubsolutely powerlecs

before 4
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1o lawie of Rature vwhich scemed o Ling hidder fores filled
(

U
<)
with drstruetion for =11 the werks of marn' . Vergil's Aeneld teems with

1

almoct identieally the snme thousght, We find it everyvwhere tucked in =n

LAl

mimozt eovered hy sn elebornie hit of asllemgory, urdertore of frect event
whono predasztination recuire but little scrutiry tc be srparent.In the
lines "mulium ille et terris isctatus et alto,
. ( 5) ,

Vi superum, saqgae memorem Iunornie ob iremt, we gee thie om.

nipolent power of tature in the guise of = godiese, afsin as n devartaa
(4) : (5) (6) (7)
ting rvlarue 2 crew of harples, e race of cyclops, & storm, the
fire-god, and also in many other portents, natural and otherwisge which
lead to various results, now good, now evil, mow joyful, now sorrowful,
tut ail eveniunlly leading to destruection of one thing or another., Tu-
cretius realised the inevitable eonclusion ir store for man mrd his
helplessness to avert it, thouzh of course, he ascribes many thinge to
(9)

"eventa - - - - eorporic atjue loeit and not to the intervention of
a divine rower which works out definite destinies for mortals to follow,
(1)
Lucretius unconeiously deifies nature =ra mexes her laws immutable,
Vergll on the other hang recognizes the presernce of some mystericus
providence which guides the affairs of man wnerrirsly, Emeh poet rlncega

(1) F.WiKelsey Intro.to Iuer, P. X¥¥I. {5) A, III, 225-55)

(2} Luct.v¥, 1233, (6) A. III, 60CFF
(3) A. I, 3-4 (7 A, T, 145=56
(¢} A, III, 135-¢5 (8) A. V, 559-664

(%) Tuer.I, 431,

(10) GeiXxle further develoms this thousht eh.ITI, P, 53, "Theye flent.

ed throu~h his mediintione » convielion of the ironscendant unisy of
nature and o dim eonsciousnece of foinc urivereal crectgve ord resulentin

o
L]

rewer', and also, Aevervihins seeme’

I,
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his ceconecertion of the suprene jower sbove tnat oF the cther to some de-

eree, It is quite plein toc that many things apparently unnatural In the

teneld transyire only as 2 result of perfectly naturnl phenomend allegcer

A

cF

ically symbollized. whatever the disagreement in the more steculntive

k-4

fields it ig npprrent that in the fundamental concention of untr:nsgre$5~
able Laws wihich guide the urivercse, Vergil again owes his irdebtefness %
to Lueretiusg,

It is verfiape difficult to reconecile Vergil's extensive uss of
fonftactie mytheclozy and his often lucicrous explarnziion of mysterious
phieromenn with trhe cold, scientific reasoning and the acournte divinaa-
tion of cruse and effect wihich marks the work of Lucretius. Eowever, evern
the latter’while svernly reJeoting their actual validity is ofter atirat-
x¥re¥Yyx ed by their Toeticpl charm and sometimes uses +them for the pict=
uresaness as irn e allegory of the sensons (V, 73Z), Indeed the Epicu-
rean$ teachers decspite their scorn for legends cro szid to have employed
them for pddagogical purroscz in severazl waye, e cannot of course be-
lieve that Vergll acceptcd these myths in the spirit that his reanders of
his own time did, although he steered himself in all the ancient lore of
Italy =nd Greece, There are several possible explanntions for there mony
legends which he introduces in the Aereid, They may be used:-

To give the proper setting thus iendins cradence to his story
For symbolical purroses

For mere roetie néornment

For arpenl to the popular imaginstion and belief.

s

Forely 1f ever fdo they seem oul of xeening, quaint z2s gome eof them =re

and even for tce modern render they serve to give Just that zir of renl-

ity which one loves in works of fietion., Vergil himsilf, though he auper-
(1)
ently introduccs trem with all gravisy and truthfulness Le¥Trecces

(2)

skerticlem bty such a2 thrase as "si credere éignum est” One of the moet.

ot
o

interesting of all_suc? mythologlernl nccournts is the deseription of the
(3 -
entrarce into Hades, This ropular degend w=s used by Luecretius long
1) Seed. VIII, 185-7
(2) A, VI, ' 173
(3) Ao VI, 236-242 Compare with aer VI Gl3ef

.
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years before 1in the D¢ Rerum Katurs ,

viels
il

i th
ue insiead an elaborate, logical, ang

based on the rremiszes of natural la=w,.
r

ju]

wssumod o viewpoing

ives the &

ilegend noe i,

to exist thercin, but he sctunlliy 4nkes

to meke nis own more siriXing,.

ke must ko confessed

v

&

will avalil himself of legend though, as

-

denonstrated
(4)

er ant roetie Ltruth'", This I believe

nsge of AUythology butl alsgo scrounts for

ibits

——
—
)

eXx as being Zue tc the Lucretlan

rote that about the jaws of Hades hang

man in mortal life, Sorrow, Care,

Sufferir,;, Wat,

fe, and ihc

1ife of fools

Thereirn he refuted

Vergil in his earlier
iades entirely Tucretian,

cv¥en CGKV

Glover egny

o sheYing the te

to be untrue, if by ony use

Diseas

gouls guilty Joye,

ieh mythology had embellished tiuc place, giving

ecientifically voven explansticn

verxe hed
(2)

Iin spite
il =sur

IiE any

¢ rhage from Lucrevius!

7 e brexr eros
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not onliy Vergtil

wilieh he somectimes

influence, A8 further proof ve

trose things most teoerturing tco

¢, Agc, Fear, Funger

(5)

a hell con

tl e5~7 we have snother strikxing thought, nomely $hat foul szorn and
pinehing want sre far removed from a 1ife of jlensurc snd seem to he
"et quasi i am i=ti vortns eunctarier ante"™, a phrese recechoed in Vera-
gilts ”Vc;tibulum art< iveum rrimisque in faueiburs Orci“.(T)
It ?s or. matters of religion that Vergil in the feneld arpecrs
most contradictory to the tenets of Lucreiive and Epicurenniem thilosca-

ph¥. Here ns indeed wherever else
(1) Iuer, -VI;
(2) G. 30,

(3) Vi,

(4)
(5)
{6)

(7)

G, I, slsc G.II, 490=3,

Iucr, 743, "rerigl thrnarume.
Glover ch.V, F, 115,
. 275=81.

111,

VI,
Taer,

A. VI, 273,

vhe opinions of

A. VI,

the two poete seem +o

16 "remisiun =lzmant,
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coincide or conflizst we must, in consiferntion of any Lucreiisn 1nflueﬂc5

make large rllowances for the fefracting medium of slien sympothies, rol
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al orinion, Indeed ar i1 is said "in the Aeneid the rresentient of Vergiit

owr views i1s complicnted by tre econventicon of-eyic joetry which ir tern

is modified by thes rvoets endeaver to draw it ns far ss may be irio tcuch

- N

with the higher corncepticn of divinity which mankinéd hed lenrnced frem
1)

rhilesophers™, 8o it is trhat Vergll with one of his great purposcs ¥zrd

-

being to reest=bdlicsh the c¢ld religion, at tizes exrresses come doubt nc
(2)

to the omnipotence of the ancient divinities, We have seen thet Vergil

(3)
was faced with the necessity of holding opinions which eclearly cer:fiiet,

though holding undoubted elements of truth fpr him in them, In his et-
tempt to reconcile Epicurecnisn he nt times seeme to corfuce rotrer than

toreconcile,

It iz on the interprectetion of the word fatum and the role ‘tsken

by the gords in the Aeneid that seem to mark the Thilosophy there not as

(4)

Lucretian but 8%oic, As for the godc Frank sums up their rosition very
neatly by saying “the would-be gods cre in tre tele not to revezl Vergil'§
pPhilogorhyeammm they do not---but to orient the remder in the atmosphere
in wnich Aeneas hiad always been conceived as moving, They rperform the
same function as the heroic acoutrements and zrehitecture for o correct
description of which Vergil visited ﬁncient temples ond studked Cetor,
Eut the fatum or fatg ie a different matter to which or whom even tre-
gods and all things elsge are obedient, As I have rointed out(6)1ucretius
also recorn¢aed some great regulstive power whiech laid dovm unirenssress.
able laws, Indeed this idea seems to be an 1rtegra1 rert of the Roman

(1) Glover ch.,XI, F. 2¢3

(2) A. I, 403-4,alsc V,17-18, IX, 184 and I, 11.

(3) Glover ch.II, P. 63

(4) Fronk ch, XV, P.184-6 refutes this ice:
{5) " v F,167-8

(60 See Chove P, 23 Wl .

m
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naticral faith due prebably to tle fact that "the unverying result of

helr national discoipline and policy, ond of the force accumulated throu
centuries vefore trey became corrurted by tre gains cof conquest, might
weil appear to a race, gifted with iittle sreculative ca%??ity to be Ce-
termined an? aceomrlished by an omniyoternt behind them™, Sc Verrsil comn
seious of thig £5ith strepgthened 1t by making it determine, for the mod
rart the action of the Aencid. For the most he seems to make man's Cecs-
tiny os fefinitely determired and unehangeacble. This in itself ie not em
tirely out of keeping with Luerctiue who says,

nec snrnictum numen Tati rrotollere fines

posse neque alversus naturae foedere niti
(Luer. 309-10}

However Lucretius recognizes only the certainty of death and dpcay. In
2ll other things he considers that man has the power to struggle againcst
and resist faote, wWhzat others consider destiny he retes as due to events
- - - - corrores stque loci. Eor does Vergil disagree_entirely with thi
ides, Ke also attributes some Jreedom of will and ection to man, In A.T,

99 Dido 1f left nesein fate might thwart the fated, in IV,(%7 she does
this by dying hefore her time, and Turnus had every opportunity to have
escaped his Acnth by refusing to meet Aeneas in battle., Thus 1t is ep-
parent from suech instaences that Vergils conception of destiny and free-
"will are not at &ll contradictory to tiie Eplcuresn ccde stnee his divine
itiles are subjected to the some laws as mortals nre.

Cn the othecr hand it musi be admitted that the sixth Aeneid is
not Ericursan bul Stoic, Indead it is a syncretism of mysticel heliefs
and vomular rhilesorhles, Frank says, ™klther Epicurean nor orthodox
Stoic could mrovide the mystienl settlng needeﬁ".(2)hhatever the phil-
osorhy whieh he appears to use here his analyses of life are his owm
deepent convictions;

Vergil‘s enriy treining ond envirornment influenced him irrevoe-
ably, Prédentius says, "His first food was the sacred meal, his earlia
est sight the secred candles ard the family gols growing blackx wiith

Sellrr ch.X, P. 341 i
(aysen sy iy T ke
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holy oil, He gaw hie mother pele at her prayers before ihe szerced sicne

end he too would be lifted by his nursge to Xise it in his turn" ¥ith
such zn environment surroandinsg him from bitxth we 1ittle need Glover's
statument ("certainly the rast,and abcve all tie old religion of Italy
exercired a strance charm on Vergil, whieh survived all his ciudtes irn
Alivandrion literature and Lpicurean philesophy". )te understand the jposk-
ible wellires ur of superstitlous awe even long afler reaching moturity &
of miné and bhody., FPerhals i? ie for this reason that he hos Aeness vell
1 ,
hie hesd ns he sacrifices‘ end that =simiiarily solemh rites occur
throughout the entire work, riterz which Lucretius had flayed withk hurn-
ing scorn and shovm thelr utter inanity, But Vergil also wee writing fer
the Roman 7eozle, a weorle most irherently religious wiiose histoery and
deily life was infused with omers, augurs, and mystiecnl ceremonles., How
could he do o*herwlse IiIn vicw of hisgs readers and his dominant purcore
than follow %o “ne letter the elaborate religious observances mafde reguie
gite by custom; We cannot however feel that it iIs sl entirely sincere,

"Vergil had before him the precedent of Iucretius invoking in Venus o

heavenly power in whom he a1d not telieve, and the Epicuresnisn which he

]
.
H

L)

~—

e shows that he 21d not and cenld no? believe in pgusuztus? god-

—r 1

ES
(2
hesd!', Vergil if re was to write the epic of the Romen Teorle wac noce

essarily forced by roruler belief to introduce Heaven with its divinities

cnd hAddes with i

ok
M

rewnris, 1ts runishments and its =ririts, a belilef in

ltself/ebsolutely centradictory to Luereticus'! tenchings. Sines voriecus

oriniong were held on the sway of the bof,, very wisel) Vergil gove 14 o
genernl treatment, Glover sars, "the Cﬁrly ivflienes of Siro ard ~till
. 1 I L - - - 1} (5)
cre of Lucretius could Ttever be wholly ecrndiecated from his nind”, Ver-
r
Siivs ndherence to Erleurus Aerernded mare omw train;ng thes emnelietion,
But more ihsn anything elss wa wuegd remendborn tﬂhﬁ hic I= wre-erinently e

o — L
T0Cy Tayr

Rex thrn on ophiloesopher or s theologurs and® we muol exteer him to
f4)
Treat thiz enhfsct, iike others, with the full fTrcedonm ef o Toet
(1) A, III, 404-5:5 (3) Glover ch.,X, T. ?54

(2) Glover ch,VII, 1,169 (4) Glover ch,X, F. 234



Eéuﬂh we find much in Vers:l that is elearly not Epleurenn as it concex?:
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fenth, Ciover sars that Yit ie yart of the grectnoss of Verall that alt-
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v oan Erieuresn iraining he war ablc Lo gresp and use lhe recl countrinu-
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hed Louant hir <o prize',Eence we ceo ther h 1e\uoo, Luacl iw prantly
(1}
infiuenced Yorsil povcdoxicul as I moy SeCu. rven Tameretius could nict
Niiengen il noveodoxicad ) i3
infivenced Vergll poxcé

overlocd the popular dread of rwnisghment afier docth and he gives uo o

lous

)

1]

digecource o i3 iw Beok II1 107-15%5 of De:ferur Lieturs, & discourse
bearing ihe trourrt that man's cind mekes kis own heaven or hell, his
ovn rewerd or munishment. Sc too Vergil zives us simllar thoughts vhen
he =says,

"Quae vohis, nure digna, viri pro laundibus istis

r-emis posfe rear solvi? pulcherrima primun

1 moresque daburnt vegstrit, (A, IX, 252)

or
"Di titd {(sigque pilos reswvectant numins, siguil
usgquam institia est et mens sidbl conscisz rsete)

preemis digna ferant”. (4. I, 607)
agaln
"Dine hunc ardoren mentibug addunt,
-Furyale, and sus cui que Zeug it dirs cupidlo?" (A, VI, 184)
end &lso
"§uam vellenlt aethere in alto
nurc et pauperiam et duros preferre labcecres", (A. VI, 43£)
whieh isg To soy thet the puriehment of inncceent teoxle who have quailed
or shirkeé tneir taekx on earinh is only the genege of failure, From ihe
fate that overtakes each of <the first chaoracters speskineg just sbove we
infer tnat Vergil in reniity used the divinites whieh doled out rawn
an? munichment only as o poeitic vehicrhle wWhile he lecored to manls state
of mind es the truec? medium of divine justice, We can rezdily sze thet
VYerzil considers service or citempted service 40 the state ge the best
Fhing man could do, He doec nat even reward Aeneas wish the glories of
raling as Emperor, Fe lenves him hexpy in the reslizaiion that e has

(1) Clover, Chl .
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aved the woy., Yet this underlying belicf is not thnt wiich he expresces
in the sirxth Aeneid, but inssesd = Ticiure of retuel phyvsienl bliss or
torture., Perbars Vergil's pesition with the imperinl court best explainc
his =tiitude ox the subject, ot any rate we knew it wns to the statéer od -~
vantage that reople should be deceived in religion, Ierce the charneter
ol the sixth Aeneid.

everthelesz Verail eleewrere does accept mdch of Ericurenn nhil-

4

osoThy in regard to denth, Truc he camnot disavow immorizlity but the

ecent denth with ealmness if they are rnoble, ina

J

charaecters he crezten

-

deed theyr awnit i4 eagerly as releacse from earthly trisls, 2nd when hace
(1)
he portrnys them as ceringing and terror stricker just as were those fpoor
(2)
superstition lsden mortals nictured by Lucretius. S¢ toc the latter

says, "tu ouidem ut es leto sopitus, sic eris mevi .
w .
quod surerest curctis rrivatu' doloribus aegris:"(j)anﬁ EXTIresSt=
ec the only conscletion possible for f ¥aterielist, And Vergil with ex-
actly the same thought ssys, "tugue, 0 sanctissima coniunx \
Felix morte tus neque in hune servata dolorem".(gind
again Lucretius says, "ot nes horrifice cinefrnetum te propw buste
insatiabiliter dcflevimus, deternumque

nulla dies nobis mnerorem e pletore demet™
(Tuer.III, 2C£-8)

while Vergil has, "erdentics spectant socios seMustoque gervant
busta rnieque avelli possunt”,
(A. XI, 200-1)

Vergll hes aprarently for the time‘being, token over completely this Tit
of materialistie philosorhy. At any rate he does rot have Evander refer
_to any bliss of future 1ife which fer the most rart is dominant ir Ver-
£il's ovm religious philosophy.

(1) A X, 529-525 A; X, 596-599 alro 855

(2) Lucr. 171, 870~

(3) Iuwer. ITI, 904-905

{4) A, XI, 158-15%9-see nlso A, X, 855
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Broadly esreaking, Lucresius was g rank unbeliever in immortalidy,
Yet irn his materialistie way he arguec that soul is enly natter which 1s
broken ur =t death but later reascsembled ihto varicus livirng forme, Herax
we see that he rezlly does ncmlt a kine of immortality. Vhatever he
thought about the matter concerns us 1lititle, "The important thing abeut
Lucre+1u§ is rot hig scientific premises but thet he taught man how t9o

(1

die', Vergil or the cther hond gives us 2 beauviful riecture of the of-
ter 1ife of =ouls, =z strong argument Tor immoritnlity., Yel ir Aenens the

ldeal of Verzil we &t times have a thilo

[0

ornhy almcet identienl vwith that
of lucretiug eoncerning life ené death, Forinstance lel us eyanmirne Luer,
111, 930-977 vherein we see the seeming uselesness, the meonotorous repee
tition, the empty Joys, the ceaseless cares tnax gracé mertal 1life, con=-
tracsted with the joy of endless sleepr and rest after death, Then heow
famillarly ring the incredulous words of Aenezs as he heard hig Tather
tell how souls were eagerly waiting transmigratfion; how hw marvels thot
any should deslre to lesve lhose replms of untroubled and peaceful bl
for the %toils and troubles of an earthly life, nas he says,

"0 pater, anne aliquns ad czelum hine ire pertandum est
sunlimes animas iterungue ad tardas reverti corpore?
quas lucis miseris tam dirs cupido".(z)

Aeress had seen enouzgh of life; he here exhibitz comrletely {he atititule

of Luecretius and desth to him could be nothing but welcome, a re

—
]
%]
L)

from the tribulations of statemmonship, war, and avthority.
(Sec alao A, %I, 158, A4, IX, 425 and 480-50G. A. ¥, £55)
' (3) '

And later just as Lucretius ecomforts men with the thousght tihat grent

est of all men, Ericurus, even e was called o mect

I—ll
ot
L]

_t
rath so, when the Coom of Pallas is apparent andé Alcices mourns over
_t

"3trt sua culque dies; breve et inrenarabile tempus

Omnibus ent vitaei-= - - - = - - = - - - - .
- - - - = = - - - - Etiam sua Turnum
(4)
\ Beta vocaont, metasque dete perverit 2d anevinw,
(1) Duff's Fit, Hinst. of Home Pu 250 (3) Tucr.JII, 1042
(2 4. VI 710 (4) 4. X, 467-472,



g s0 we Timd that Torgll sven wiher wmoct conirndletery of Zricureenion
s+113 trrns to Luerciius for jusiificeiicn, for iiluctyalion, and even
for aspirituel enecourngemsrt of o ¥ind, ord yel there ig an underlying
note of sadnese in VErgil vhen ne shenns of deswh incempriible wila nnt
=hilogophy. Thoush the poet In Vergil conrot wccept the § seh of denth,
the thilosopher in kim coulé not sse how 40 escric it. He loved the o3

religion and the "rpietos” of his Inthers dut e could. not te unmindful

iesnt 1t is to turm from Lucroetinc

ol ites shortconings. Yel how sisni

-~

giseourzing onn the erines, cven murée§ Borie in the name of religlon, and
2

comprar? with it Verzil'e rpicture of( tne Trojan and Butulian armies

dravm up on eiithrl eide of an sltar, the solemn cgrerifices, the rlighted

faith, the suptliant preyers, a perfectly ratural phenomenn of nature

intercreted by an evil promptirg to be & sign from hesven, the auieck m
der of an innocent mzn and the altar is defiled with blood as innccent
as that of Iphegennia's, 2ll in the name of relislon. Vergil recognized
the truth in luceretius' railings hut rieygertheless the old religion poor
55 it woas, offered much vhiceh ithe poet felt to be true, something he
could eling tc(w%th falth and hope, but "his mind =and reasscn gZo with the
vh1losopheres". 2 And that perhsps is wny we [Tind the mark of Luerstiue,
on Vergil's rellgion, along wiivn the deeper impress left on his science,
his nature, ané his poetry, . ‘

And now we come 10 Versil'e philosophy of life as exemplified in
Aeneas, We Lave shown the great influence that Lueretius exercised en
Vergil frow his youth up.,It is possible that Vergil in aamiration for his

(554

intellect unconscicusly raisecd him to the heights making hie zn idernl

4

figure, At any rate we c¢on expect to0 find a philosophy which =o Termeat
tne earlier years of = writer, cntering into the ereations even of hie
latter yenrs, That the charzeter of the truz Epicuresr wns not o tyoe
{1) Glover c¢h, XII, F. 332

(2) A, XII, 161-226

{3) Glover ch.XII, P. 305




hé onrosite of such an idecnl s Vergi: chocscs 1s shovn by the lives of
+t.a two greateat Erieurecans, Diogeres Laertius deelarss zZplcurus himcgl?
+o6 rave been Va man of excessive meodesiy (which ceused Rim to avoi? nf_

fairs of state), of filial gratituds, of philanthfooy end Tiety", How
strange that the bulworks of Acuces' character should te formed of treceo

*

eame sttributern, But wo eEnect Vergil %o turn fo & Eoman in the nain f?r
{2

s pertrayal of the iienl Roman, Consider this sintement of Xelsey's,

n

¢ the core r. Eoman, Be réerresented a foll¥ cnaracter iao

ot

"Tueretius was

[
th

ife and duty was stern, unyielding, the very corroesite o

ir its view of
all that ‘¢ light and Joyous. Yel he had a sympathy with suffering which
r glimpse of tendcrness now #and then reveanls. He had en alm outclide hime
self, he wap an earnest ratriot, he strove to enlighten his peorle. He
realized the presence of a mystericus -force whieh deemed bent on mens Zm
gestruction, The sense of the misery of humanity secmed ever prescrt

“h him and &n uvndertore of safress rums like 2 minor chord shrcugh his
works., He is the poet of progress but for himself 211 things erc ever
the same nnq there is only a round of circumserited Joys". Ir it not elg-
nificent thet the lineaments of Vergil's ideal M"pater pztria™ shculéd be
gdrzwn to exazctly trhe some scale? We see Aenees causht in the prip of
higker powers, o great destiny foreed uron him, we see him brcoding crver
the welsht of miseries and misfertune incurred through his resyponsibili-
ties; he too is stern and unylelding in his view toward life, he occac-
ionly revenls glimpses of tenderness though there 1s ncthing joyous in
his whole existernce. The human element we see in his "non sponte sequof“
=nd in his few moments of relaxation to0 human prassicns as with Difo arnd
on the batile field. Yet &ven here he ta¥es no real Joy in his acts; re
1s conscious siricxen in one gase over his lack of duly ané remorseful

in another for the peeescity whicel csuses him tc shed humar blocd, Ee
i+ .
hing & great duty to perferm but is orly o sensze of duly that corrize on.
(1) Burt's Fist, of Greek Thiloscpry, I, 217

(2) ¥elgey., P. XIV,ff



34, | )
In hie character as in the life and work of Lucretiuve: runs an underitone
of sméness liXe a minor chord, He too realizes the prrt he has to viay

in the nature of things and is resigned to his fate perfectly conseicus

that he is but o cog in the wheel, thet nature or rather human -~ progrecss

reeds more mattser and that kis lnbers are to supply it. Just as ic ral

fu

-

of Lucretius sc it 1s true of Aeneas ihat "whntever the defects or in-
consisvencier of hisfp?ilosophy w2 may well pay homege to the exalied

1
Turnose of ithe man”.\ And so in light of these freis we pertiaps may o=
gelr roirnt to the influence of Lucretius as the gulding force in Vergilk
rortraiture of a great anéd noble character.

In conclusior ther we mark elther directly or indirectly, in Lu-
cretius snd thereb¥y ZEricureen philosophy a decided influence on the
flowing rythm of Vergil's verse, on the lucid vigouousness of his ex-
pression, on the scientific treatment of Nsture and mythelegy, on his
deep comrrehension of masn's temper, on his broader sympathy with humar-
ity anﬁ on his eclearer understanding of the differences between eocis

and,

virtue*rituanlistic observance.

(1) Yelsav F, JVI,

Finls.

Paud Zonk,

Arril 30, 1926,
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