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Church, Solidarity, and the army, in that order, as the most trusted institu-
tions in Poland. At the very bottom of the list, in fifteenth place, was the
Polish United Workers’ Party.?® A similar poll conducted later among Soli-
darity members in the Mazowsze region showed a similar ranking: Solidarity
had the confidence of 95% of the respondents; the Church, 93%; the Army,
68%. The Party, again at the bottom of a list of fourteen institutions, was
trusted by only 7% of the respondents.?’

The erosion of trust in the Party was accompanied by apparently massive
defections from that organization. The scope of this is difficult to judge,
since the Party has released no data on the size or composition of the Party.
since February 1980. This is contrary to the usual practice of annual or
semi-annual reports, and suggests that the data are too unreliable, or too sen-
sitive, for public release. But the decline in the size and ideological fervor of
the Party membership is evident from fragmentary data on Party members
who are also in Solidarity, or who adhere to the Church.

Various estimates suggest that in January of 1981, between 1.4 and 1.7
million of the Party’s three million members were also members of Solidar-
ity.?® Even at the Party’s Ninth Congress in July 1981, it was reported that
20% of the delegates were also Solidarity members.?°

It is likely that many of those Party members who joined Solidarity even-
tually let their Party memberships lapse. In the Mazowsze poll of Solidarity
members, [1% of the respondents also belonged to the Party compared to ai-
most 17% (i.e. one sixth) from the national poll earlier in the year. If the
Mazowsze poll is representative of the nation as a whole, and accounting for
the growth of Solidarity during 1981, this suggests that at least a quarter of
the Party members who had joined Solidarity had left the Party between the
beginning and the end of 1981. This is not surprising, given the low level
of confidence in the Party by Solidarity members; in fact, more of the
Mazowsze Solidarity members belonged to the Party (11%) than frusted it
(7%).

The other institution competing for the loyalty of Poles is the Catholic
Church. While most Poles are Catholics, the Party has heretofore maintained
that involvement in both the Church and the Party is incompatible. Yet sev-
eral articles in the Polish press have asserted that two-thirds or more mem-
bers of the Party are also believers.?® The growing awareness of this phe-
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nomenon, in combination with defections from the Party ranks, prompted
the Party to directly address the question of ‘‘Believers in the Party’’ in the
Party biweekly, and to allow that religion is a “‘private matter’’ and that be-
lievers may join the Party. As necessary as this move may have been to stem
the tide, it can only result in a further erosion of the Party’s raison d’étre.

The erosion of the membership of the Party and of trust in the organiza-
tion contributed to the Party’s inability to cope with the economic and politi-
cal crisis in the country. In frustration with this, in December 1981 Solidari-
ty’s national leadership finally called for a national referendum on whether
the Party should continue its rule. Prime Minister Jaruzelski’s response was
to declare martial Jaw and replace the government and Party leadership with
military rule, which was promised to be temporary. The crackdown on Soli-
darity was largely intended to preempt more direct Soviet involvement in
Poland. The military, at least, was a much more popular institution than ej-
ther the Party or the Government. Jaruzelski may have felt that the military
could more effectively lead the country through the upcoming winter than
the Party could.

These were extraordinary developments. For the first time since the estab-
lishment of communist regimes in Eastern Europe, a communist party was
no longer in control. The ‘‘leading role of the Party’’ had been the sine qua
non for political rule in these countries, especially from the Soviet point of
view. The effect of this on the Polish United Workers’ Party, as on all the
East European parties, is bound to be momentous.



