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Postscript 

This article was written in 1979, well before the upheavals in the summer 
of 1980 and since. These disturbances have put unprecedented strains on the 
PUWP and caused major changes in the composition, organization and 
outlook of that Party. The trends in Party membership and composition men­
tioned above continued in the years 1978 through early 1980. As the Party's 
campaign to make its membership more representative continued through 
those yean; the percentage of workers, youth, and women in the Party in­
creased even further. By 1979, the last year for which Party membership 
data has been reported, the percentage of workers in the party was the 
highest since 1954, of young people, the highest since 1971, and of women, 
the highest ever (26.8%). 

The inevitable consequence of this was that the party had grown to its 
largest size ever, even as a percent of the population. By 1979, the Party 
constituted 11.9% of the adult population, 8.7% of the total population, and 
20.5% of those employed in the socialized economy.24 As was the case in 
1948, 1956 and 1970, this rapid growth in Party membership was followed 
by rebellion and a change in leadership. 

The disturbances of 1980 were not, of course, caused simply by the 
growth in Party membership, but this was certainly one of the factors that 
contributed to those events. The Party's determination to expand its mem­
bership no doubt led to a relaxing of criteria for Party entry, and conse­
quently to the inclusion of many "opportunists." The popular perception of 
the Party as being rife with corruption was probably even more true in the 
later 1970s than it had been earlier. The other consequence of expanding 
Party rolls (noted above) was the tendency of the Party to lose the elan, 
qualities, and image of a leading organization as the membership became in­
creasingly large. 

The lack of confidence in the Party was one of the primary themes of the 
surveys conducted by the intellectuals of the "Experience and the Future" 
group in 1979 and 1980. As one respondent in this survey noted, ideological 
arguments and motivations in the leadership had declined, leaving power 
and its benefits as the overriding motive. This, of course, simply reinforced 
the divisions between the Party and society.25 

The collapse of the Party's perceived integrity is even more evident from 
some of the public opinion survey data on trust in institutions that have been 
reported in the Polish press. A poll conducted by the Center for Public Opin­
ion Research (OBOP) of Polish Radio and Television showed the Catholic 

151MembershiE. in PUWP 

ld young peo­
In of workers. 
verrepresented 
. Membership 
led by succes­
ld 1970. Prior 
lily. With the 
h. It might be 
be challenges 
Ider wishes to 

'ever, so is an 
main link be­
Ilts in Poland, 
engthen these 
[he effort has 
following the 
been brought 
to expand the 
Ie question of 
its elite role, 

�~�s�, has a prob­
:ion that repre­
resented in all 
y drawing into 
he latter role. 
sented in, Pol­
lite image and 

lent from their 
(Union of So­

:e in their early 
. entry into the 
elonged to the 
mmber of stu­
ucation. While 
f these organi­
l. '.\ 

"olish Review 



152 The Polish Review 

Church, Solidarity, and the army, in that order, as the most trusted institu­
tions in Poland. At the very bottom of the list, in fifteenth place, was the 
Polish United Workers' Party.26 A similar poll conducted later among Soli­
darity members in the Mazowsze region showed a similar ranking: Solidarity 
had the confidence of 95% of the respondents; the Church, 93%; the Army, 
68%. The Party, again at the bottom of a list of fourteen institutions, was 
trusted by only 7% of the respondentsY 

The erosion of trust in the Party was accompanied by apparently massive 
defections from that organization. The scope of this is difficult to judge, 
since the Party has released no data on the size or composition of the Party. 

since February 1980. This is contrary to the usual practice of annual or 
semi-annual reports, and suggests that the data are too unreliable, or too sen­
sitive, for public release. But the decline in the size and ideological fervor of 
the Party membership is evident from fragmentary data on Party members 
who are also in Solidarity, or who adhere to the Church. 

Various estimates suggest that in January of 1981, between 1.4 and 1.7 
million of the Party's three million members were also members of Solidar­
ity.28 Even at the Party's Ninth Congress in July 1981, it was reported that 
20% of the delegates were also Solidarity members. 29 

It is likely that many of those Party members who joined Solidarity even­
tually let their Party memberships lapse. In the Mazowsze poll of Solidarity 
members, 1I% of the respondents also belonged to the Party compared to al­
most 17% (i.e. one sixth) from the national poll earlier in the year. If the 
Mazowsze poll is representative of the nation as a whole, and accounting for 
the growth of Solidarity during 1981, this suggests that at least a quarter of 
the Party members who had joined Solidarity had left the Party between the 
beginning and the end of 1981. This is not surprising, given the low level 
of confidence in the Party by Solidarity members; in fact, more of the 
Mazowsze Solidarity members belonged to the Party (11 %) than trusted it 
(7%). 

The other institution competing for the loyalty of Poles is the Catholic 
Church. While most Poles are Catholics, the Party has heretofore maintained 
that involvement in both the Church and the Party is incompatible. Yet sev­
eral articles in the Polish press have asserted that two-thirds or more mem­
bers of the Party are also believers. 3o The growing awareness of this phe­

16 Kullura (Warsaw), June 21, 1981, p. 2. 
"Tygodnik. Solidarnosc, November 20,1981, p. 3. 
28 The lower figure is derived from a public opinion poll reponed in Kullura (Warsaw), March 

1, 1981, in which it was stated that approximately one sixth of Solidarity's 8~~ million members 
also belonged to the PUWP. The higher figure was reponed by Elizabeth Pond in the C/m:slian 
Science Monitor, January 28, 1981. p. 9. 

29 New York. Times, July 20,1981, p. 5. 
]0 See, for example, the claim of Stefan Bratlcowski in iycie Warsz.awy, December l, 1980, 

and a rebuttal in January 8, 1981. 
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nomenon, in combination with defections from the Party ranks, prompted 
the Party to directly address the question of "Believers in the Party" in the 
Party biweekly, and to allow that religion is a "private matter" and that be­
lievers may join the Party, As necessary as this move may have been to stem 
the tide, it can only result in a further erosion of the Party's raison d 'etre. 

The erosion of the membership of the Party and of trust in the organiza­
tion contributed to the Party's inability to cope with the economic and politi­
cal crisis in the country, In frustration with this, in December 1981 Solidari­
ty's national leadership finally called for a national referendum on whether 
the Party should continue its rule. Prime Minister Jaruzelski's response was 
to declare martial law and replace the government and Party leadership with 
military rule, which was promised to be temporary, The crackdown on Soli­
darity was largely intended to preempt more direct Soviet involvement in 
Poland. The military, at least, was a much more popular institution than ei­
ther the Party or the Government. Jaruzelski may have felt that the military 
could more effectively lead the country through the upcoming winter than 
the Party could. 

These were extraordinary developments, For the fiISt time since the estab­
lishment of communist regimes in Eastern Europe, a communist party was 
no longer in control. The "leading role of the Party" had been the sine qua 
non for political rule in these countries, especially from the Soviet polnt of 
view. The effect of this on the Polish United Workers' Party, as on all the 
East European parties, is bound to be momentous. 
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