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The blast digs a 
crater more than 
500 feet deep 
and a half mile 
wide; the vapor
ized material 
tossed from this 
pit creates a rim 
nearly twice as 
wide. Buildings 
around Monu
ment Circle are 
reduced to dust. 
Within the Mile 
Square, almost 
nothing remains. 

possibility exisrs for medical care. 
Marion County had 4.775 general 
hospital beds before the attack. None 
of these are available afterwards. Mosr 
of rhe major hospitals. including In
diana University, Methodist. Riley, 

tain 2.6 million spaces with ap
proximately half providing a 
minor degree of protection from a 
nuclear explosion. 

The warning systems remoin in 
place and operative but the shel
tering system is being replaced 

�~�, by a plan for "crisis relocation." 
1 ; Currently only 356 facilities in 

Morlon County are posted as fall
out shelters and the food and waII ter they once c:ontalned have long 

I' 
I 

since become contaminated. Only 
the few medical supplies which 

�~ ,� can resist the passage of time re
main. Sheltering has been abanL 

I� doned because potential enemies 
i I� now possess many accurate and 
�~ I 

", ri� des1ructive weapons which render 
! fallout shelters obsolete. Under 

on aHack like the one previously1i described. fallout shelters would 
be nothing more than crypts. 

I
University Heights, Winona and 
Wishard are destroyed. Community

I and SL Francis hospitals also suffered 
major damage. Only St. Vincenr Hos-I! pita] remains standing, but its walls 
and windows are blown in, and 
mosr of the equipment is useless. 

II While a few of the hospitals in the six 
i counties surrounding Indianapolis 

stand relarively undamaged, they to

tal only 764 beds. This is pathetically 
It inadequare for rhe injured in those 
1 counries. much less for the hundreds 
I of thousands of casualties in Marion I County, 

I
, Of 1,900 doctors in the county, all 

but 400 are dead or injured. Even if 
each of (hem works 16 hours a dav. 
spending only 15 minutes with �e�a�~�h 
patient, it would lake more than a 
week to see all of the injured. With 
the destruction of transportarion and 
communication lines and rubble 
blocking many streets, this feat is im
possible. 

While these initial effects of the 
nuclear explosion are horrible. the 
long.tcrm ones are almost as grim. 
The hundreds of thousands of bodies 
in various states of decay pose an im
mediare pu blic health hazard and a 
gruesome logistical task of disposal. 
Infection and disease spread. panicu
larly among rhosc weakened bv injur
ies and radiation sickness. Even those 
lucky enough to escape injury in rhe 
attack have nowhere to live because 
most houses in rhe cOUnty are de-

Occupants would be incinerated. 
or die from asphyxiation, expo
sure or starvation. 
. Crisis relocation calls for evac
uating people from high-risk 
areas like Marion County and 
moving them to host counties in 
the surrounding area where they 
will be safe from the immediate 
effects of nucleor explosions, The 
Morlan County Civil Defense Of
fice is currently working on a cri
sis relocation plan. At first glance 
evacuation seems a more effec
tive alternative than sheltering. 
but one should recognize that the 
effectiveness of on evacuation 
plan would depend on how a nu
clear crisis unfolded. 

Relocating hundreds of thou
sands of people is a colossal un
dertaking. large traffic jams 
would almost certainly occur. 

moyed. Contaminated food and .wa- i 
ter, lack of transpOrtatIOn, eleCtrIcIty! 
and heat compound the dire.;irua
tlon. 

These are onlv the immediate cf
feCls of juSt �o�n�~ bomb on one city. 
Soviet missiles also struck fourteen 
other areas in Indiana and thousands 
of other targets throughour the Uni
ted States. Although the United 
States reraliated with itS 9,000 war
�h�e�a�d�~�, few Americans gain comfof[ 
from (he thought rhat Sovier citizens 
are also suffering. In this war, there 
are no wtnners. 

Will the Day of 
Reckoning Really 
Come? 

Of course. such a holocaust has not 
vet occurred. but it could, A brief en
�~�o�u�n�t�e�r with the nuclear age in 1\)45 
offered no clear and long-lasting les
sons to world leaders vested with re
sponsibility for national defense. In 
the years since then. numerous ar
tcmpts have been made to climinatc 
or control nuclear weapons. but none 
have succeeded. 

The complexity of the nuclear ISSUC 
brr:-eds confusion, making ir d ifficul t 
for world public opinion ro halt the 
nuclear arms race. The world has 
limped and lurched along in the bliss 
of ignorance interrupted only bv 
spasms of attentiveness and forebod

Conli",,,:,1 on page 88 

Some evacuation areas could be 
overwhelmed and others under
utilized. Food. water and shelter 
would have to be provided for all 
evacuees. Changing winds could 
expose people to lethal doses of 
radiation in areas presumed to be 
safe. People might not obey on 
evocuation order. If on attock oc
curs during on evacuotion, more 
people migM die than if evacua
tion had not been ordered. Is
suance of on evacuation order 
could increase the perceived 
threat of war and destabilize a 
crisis. Evacuation could be com
pleted and then a nuclear attack I 
might be launched against the 
refugee camps. And unfortun
otely. the fundamental flaw in 1 

crisis relocation is that on attack 
migh"t occur too quickly to set the I 
plan in motion. .J 
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THE DAY INDIANAPOLIS DIEDrI Continued from page 59 

ing precipitated by such events as 
"the missile gap," the Cuban Missile 
Crisis and the mining of Haiphong 
Harbor. 

Concurrent with this failure to 
come to grips with nuclear weapons, 
the global military / political environ
ment has changed radically. These 
changes increase the likelihood of nu
clear war and ensure that it will wreak 
unimaginable havOC. 

The Question
 
of Deterrence
 

The world's nuclear club currently 
stands at six with several states aspir. 
ing to nuclear status, some possessing 
the potential to go nuclear in the near 
future, and some believed to be closet 
nuclear powers, e.g., South Africa. 
Taiwan and Israel. It is conceivable 
that the nuclear club will grow to 
more than 20 states before the turn of 
the century. The fact that many states 
hold nuclear weapons, and those most 
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probability of a nuclear weapon being 
fired in anger. Should this occur, 
especially among client states of the 
United States and the Soviet Union, 
the superpowers could find them· 
selves facing a nuclear showdown. 

Regional political tensions in
creased throughout the 1970s, espec· 
ially in the developing world. Such 
tensions may encourage a politically 
isolated regional power like Israel to 
acquire and employ nuclear weapons 
against her more numerous Arab 
neighbors. The reverse holds true as 
well, and the recent Israeli raid on an 
Iraqi nuclear reactor demonstrates 
that the Israelis fear such an eventual
ity. 

Technological advances make pos
sible the production of very small nu
clear weapons. If even one of these 
weapons falls into the hands of ex
tremists. it is probable some govern· 
ment(s) would be blackmailed and it 
is possible the weapon would be det
onated. 

By far the greatest threat to world 
peace is posed by a head-ro-head con
flict between the superpowers. The 
age of detente, which characterized 
U.S.-Soviet relations in the late 1960s 
and early 1970s, has given way to mu

tual SuspICIon and a resurgent cold' 
war mentality. . This development, 
together with qualitative and quanti
tative improvements in the nuclear 
arsenals of the superpowers, enhances 
the possibility of war. Moreover, the 
apparent vulnerability of certain types 
of nuclear weapons has given rise to 
serious consideration of counterforce 
strategies which imply that nuclear 
war is both fightablc and winnable. 
Acceptance of any such idea makes 
nuclear war more likely. 

Our only means of defense against 
nuclear attack is psychological. Stated 
U. S. policy calls for nuclear deter
renee, which simply m~ans that we 
aim to deter nuclear attack by con
vincing all potential aggressors that 
the losses we would inflict on them in 
retaliation would cancel out or exceed 
any gains they capld hope to anain by 
their pre.emptive attack. Both super
powers maintain air defense and early 
warning radar systems, but even if 
these systems operated' at peak effi
ciency they would result only in a few 
bombers shot down and a 15-20 min
ute warning to populations. Neither 
side possesses an anti-ballistic missile 
(ABM) capability to shoot down in
coming missiles and both have signed 
a ~reaty whereby they agree to limit 
testing and deployment of such sys
tems because they undermine mutual 
deterrence. The technology for an ef
fective ABM system does not exist and 
will not in the foreseeable future. 
Therefore, once an ICBM is fired, on
ly a technical malfunction can keep it 
from hitting its target. 

A full-scale nuclear strategic ex
change between the Soviet Union and 
the U.S. would cause inestimable de
struction in terms of lives and prop
erty, fundamentally altering life on 
this planet. All cities and major towns 
in the country would be destroyed; 
the social, economic and political 
structure of the nation would col
lapse. Although some rural areas 
would be unaffected by the im
mediate effects of thousands of nu
clear explosions, a vast wave of nuclear 
fallout would soon sweep across the 
nation killing or injuring many of 
those previously unaffected and con
taminating most of the remaining wa
ter and food stocks. All communica
tions with the remainder of the world 
would cease. All goods and services 
previously obtained from other areas 
of the country would no longer be 
available. There would be no help I 

from the outside for Indiana.· I 


