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~l1'ts ate too rarely provided with this sorl 
ng how conclusions are reached about the 
IIld VanderKam's concem for such detail 
s that this book will be of lasting value. 
III overview of tile contents of the scrolls. 
l"yphal <Inc! psclldcpigl'aphal texts found in 
other dOCUlllents which appear to be the 
The student wi!'! find here belpful de
ary of their contents and some discussion 
inclusion of segments of text from the 

:s thc book to stand OIl its oWI1, without Ihe 
,a separate translation of the scrolls. This 
providing neither texts in isolation nor 

'. but a selection or the most important and 
rdiscussion ofpossible historic{ll allusions 
history and an explanation of any J'lhrases 
difficult to understand. 

discussion covcrilig two chapters (pp. 71
ommunity. Like the majority of scbolars. 
the Qumran cOlllmunjty were a group of 
Issume that his reader \vill share his view, 
mailer in reasonable detail. presenting a 
dence of the Dead Sea Scrolls themselves 
Pliny. Josephus and Philo. Th~ apparent 
Ifl~ put in pcrspec~jve in relation to the very 
exact parallels. However. other lheories 
Drs may havl: beG!1 and conceming the 
It at Qumran and the scrolls which were 
'cd but <tr·t: !!iven a fair treatment. The 
.ed. undcr theheadings: 'Predetenninism·. 
lity of the New Covenant'. 'Scriptural 
End and the Messiahs'. 

mptcrs are devoted to a discussioll of tbe 
tl1C study of the Old and New TestaJlle!l~s. 

iscussioll of the importance of the scrolls 
ld Testament is particularly helpful. In 
. the n:lalionship between the scrolls and 
1discussion, with such receot aHegatiotls 
~re a group of Christians followrng their 
, and honestly evaluated and debunked. 
lund-breaking suggestions are likely to be 
. <: balanced and lhorough textbook to 
Ie olher hand. will be delighted and will 
inent reviewers have already stated in no 
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unct:rtai.n lemls) that VanderKam has provided just what they have been 
looking [or. This is not to say that the book is withoul shortcomings. In a 
number of instances, such as the question of the relationship between the 
Similitudes of Enoch. the Book ofGianls and the rest of the Enochic corpus, 
sludent and lecturer alike wi!! probably wish that something more substantial 
had been provided than the brief trealmen\ given by VanderKam (in this 
particular case, for example, his treatment covers less than t"vo short 
paragraphs on p. 38). However, any minor failings one might detect are 
oversh adowed by Vande rKam 's Iuc id st YIe an d genera1Iy use fu I and fa ir 
treatments of most important subjects. provided in a way that on the whole 
shows VanderKam to be a master of summary. providingjust the right amount 
of infoffilation and, without assuming any prior knowledge. brings the reader 
through the most important foundation topics ill the study of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. Students (and Iheir lecturers), interested laypeoplc, and scholars in 
related fields who are in need of a brief but thorough introduction and 
reference work, will all welcome the arrival of VanderKam's book. His 
expressed aim (p. xi) is to follow in Luke's footsteps and provide his reader 
wilh "an orderly account" of the scrolls' discovery, contenlS and publication, 
and his attempt to do so can only be deemed a great success. 

hllles F. McGrath 

K 0 e hie r, L. und B a u m gar I n e r, W. Hebrdisches lind Aromiiisches 
Lexikol1 zlim Ai/ell Tes/ament Lieferung V Aramolsches Lexikol1, drillc Auf
lage. neu bearbeitet von J. J. Slamm und B. Hartmann unter Mitarbeit von P. 
Reymond (E. J. Brill, Leiden - New York - Cologne 1995) hard cover: [ISBN 
9004098038] XXVI + 141 pp. Nlg \3 150 I US $ 85.00 [hence HAL3 JI). 

]n his preface to the third edItion of this long-awaited Aramaic part of 
Ludwig Koehler's and Walter Baumgartner's Hebrew and Aramaic Dic
tionary in the German language I , Benedl kt Hartmann first deplores lhe death 

I Ongin~lly having b~~n published ~s a bdlng,u.11 <lIclionary Ko~hl.;r·$ and Baumgartner's 
leXI [hence = HAL] was suhs.;qucnlly sphl lnlO IWO parallel works. Th, lilk of the English 
vr;rsion reads rite Hebrelv Wid Aramai(' Lexic())) of the Old Tcstullw:1 lrans!at,d and edited 
under the supervision of M E J Richardson \n 5 \'olum",.I, the authors haVing remaIned the 
sall1~ u.s for the Gnman versIOn (E. J. Brill IYY4 If.). 


