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bols should be those suggested by the text itself, and not those formed
in the imagination of the interpreter and then 1mposed on the text.

The introduction to this latest book by Thiering appears to give the
key 1o understanding why she feels compelled to engage in this sort
of exegesis. Her desire is to *find’ a Christianity suitable for modern
man, devoid of mythology and the supernatural (pp. ix-xi). The pesher
technique used at Qumran was, in her view, an atiempt “to wrestle
with the unbelievable parts of the Old testament” (p. x). Her whole
book may thus be described as a complicated attempt at
demythologization. By taking what js simply a more sophisticated
version of the traditional allegorical method, she can with a simple
snap of her fingers make all those inconvenient traditional tenets of
the Christian faith disappear. Something tells me that Bultmann’s
honesty, recognizing that myth is present in the Bible and seeking to
interpret it, will prove to be of greater lasting value than this attempt
to pretend that the ancient authors of the New Testament were like
sophisticated, modern intcllectuals, and only used the language of
myth and miracle in their code in order to provide some milk for the
spiritually immature.

Thus, when all is said and done, it is doubtful that Dx. Thiering’s
work, despite its detail, will prove of lasting interest to those seri-
ously concerned with understanding either the Dead Sea Scrolls or
the New Testament. One can only hope that Thiering will soon begin
to devote her erudition and concern for detail to works which are less
speculative and more honest with the evidence available. But who
knows, perhaps the pesher 10 Revelation is out there somewhere,
waiting to be found, in which case Dr. Thiering would perhaps be wise
to begin devoting more of her time to archaeology.
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