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Ruppert Cemetery 

Asclepias syriaca 
Baptisia lactea2 

Orsium arvense 1 

Convolvulus arvensisl 

Erigeron annuus 
Euphorbia corollata2 

Hemerocallis fulva 1 

Monarda fistulosa 2 

Phleum pratensel 

Phytolacca americana 
Verbascum thapsus l 

Vitis sp. 

Common milkweed 
White wild indigo 
Canada thistle 
Field bindweed 
Daisy fleabane 
Flowering spurge 
Day-lily 
Wild bergamot 
Timothy grass 
Pokeweed 
Common mullein 
Grape 

I Non-native species.� 
2 Species of prairie affinity in Indiana (Deam, 1940).� 

Management practices are designed to promote native prairie vegetation. The 
site is burned annually to discourage invasion by woody plants. Non-native 
weeds (such as sweet clover) and invasive, native, non-prairie plants (such as 
ragweed) are removed by cutting or pulling. The Smith Cemetery hosts by far 
the largest population of royal catchfly in the State (Table 2). A large number of 
species indicative of prairie habitat are found at Smith Cemetery, such as lead 
plant, Culver's root, and wild quinine (Table 3), with few exotic species, further 
indicating the high-quality prairie vegetation at the site. 

Three of the 8 other extant sites are in or near the borders ofcemeteries (Table 
2). At the largest, Ruppert Cemetery, royal catchfly grows primarily along a 
county road right-of-way next to the cemetery. During the summer of 1993, the 
cemetery had not been mowed for some time prior to a late July visit. Catchfly 
plants were seen for the first time in the cemetery; 30 plants were counted. At 
Dixon Cemetery, 20-30 plants were reported by state agency personnel in the 
center of the cemetery in 1988, but on repeated visits every year since that date, 
the site has been freshly mowed. Accurate assessment of the current status of the 
plant at Dixon Cemetery is, therefore, not possible. Perhaps because of adaptation 
to grazing by bison and other herbivores, royal catchfly might persist for many 
years, in spite of being mowed. 

The other extant sites for royal catchfly in Indiana are along roadsides and a 
railroad right-of-way (Table 2). One site, Wabash River, has a helpful neighbor, 
who discourages people from digging up the prairie plants. The number of plants 
at the Haskell site has declined from several hundred to just 5 over the last several 
years due to encroachment of farming on an abandoned railroad right-of-way 
(Tom Post, pers. comm.). The Attica II site was discovered during the course of 
the present study. This site is less than a mile from Ruppert Cemetery and consists 
of plants growing within a wire fence between a corn field and a mowed county 
road right-of-way. 

Table 3 shows that co-occurring species at almost all extant sites include some 
species of prairie affinity (Deam, 1940). As previously mentioned, the Smith 
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