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At a meeting of the Board of Directors of Butler University, on
motion of A. I. Hobbs, it was unanimously ordered “that the seventh
day of February be observed as Founder’s Day, and that the Faculty
arrange for proper memorial services to be held at the University on
that day.” In carrying out this order, a suitable programme was ar-
ranged, and the following Addresses were delivered before a large
audience. One feature of the occasion was the presentation to the Uni-
versity of a life-size portrait, in oil, of the late Chancellor Butler, The
Addresses were noticeable as giving the purpose of Mr. Butler in assisting
so liberally to found the University, the spirit of the present manage-
ment, and an earnest advocacy of that thorough and Christian culture

to which Chancellor Butler was so devoted,

H. W. EvEREsT,
B. M. Brouxr,
A. R. BenTON,

P. H. JAMESON,
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agnosticism and unfaith, nor as the mﬁw effort of
a religious sect, dishonest and trifling in its methods of
study, shallow and false in its pretensions of culture,
but by precept, in a department specially devoted to that
work, to teach to all men as men the Christian faith. and. |
in all its departments and everywhere, by the example
of honorable conduct and thorough methods, and honest

work, and absence of sham and pretense, to inculcate
Christian morality.




ADDRESS IN RESPONSE.

BY B. M. BLOUNT, PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD.

Pror. BurLEr: It affords me great pleasure on be-
half of the board of directors, to express to you, as the
representative of the family of the late Chancellor of
Butler University, our thanks for this invaluable memo-
rial of his regard for the interests of this Institution.

Words would be inadequate to express our apprecia-
tion of the labors and sacrifices of Chancellor Butler, in
behalf of the cause of a liberal Christian education.
LLargely through his energy, personal influence and
sacrifice, was this Institution conceived, planned, and
elevated to its present proud position, among the educa-
tional institutions of this country.

For it he earnestly labored. For its success in fur-
nishing the most ample opportunities for instruction in
the liberal arts and sciences, and in the Christain faith,
and Christian morals, he devoutly prayed.

The one desire of his heart, and the cherished thought
of his life was, that this Institution should be the source
of blessing to the generations yet unborn.

I here indulge the hope, that when we are permitted to
look upon #/:zs faithful representation of the countenance
and form of the wnoble dead, we may remember the
purposes of his life, as unquestionably manifested 1n his
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deeds ; and, that that remembrance may perpetually
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this noble work have been committed. to so faithfully
discharge their duty, that the fondest hopes of the
founders may be perpetually realized.

We take this occasion, therefore, to assure the family
of our late honored head. of the high esteem in which
we shall ever hold this—to us—precious memento.

And we trust that it may be the one cementing tie
that may ever hold together in harmonious co-operation
those to whom the interests of this enterprise may from
time to time be entrusted—that constant association with
this faithtul picture of Mr. Butler on the part of the
young ladies and gentlemen who may be students in
this college, may be the means of lifting them above the
ogrovelling pursuits of earth to emulate the exalted life
of which they will thus be constantly reminded.

Again, therefore, permit me, sz, to express to your-
self and family our gratitude for this valuable present,
with the assurance that it shall ever be cherished as one

of the most valued treasures of the l'nix'rrﬁil}'.
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anti-slavery men of all parties, and took bold ground
upon the subject, and the ‘fournal/ became its organ.
Parties, like colleges, are not created; they grow.
They have their origin in a strong and general public
sentiment, and he who occupies the foreground and be-
comes prominent at an early day, may be regarded as
the originator and the organizer, when he merely went
along with the multitude and in front. ** When two
men ride a horse, one must needs ride behind,”” though
both mount at the same time. The great movement
against slavery was the voluntary and spontaneous im-
pulse of those who abhorred the institution and who loved
freedom. These men needed no teacher or apostle or
forerunner. Years of experience and observation had
ripened their conclusions and fixed their purposes, and
when the first opportunity offered they rallied with un-
erring certainty upon their candidates and made,
almost without debate or discussion, their platforms.
The influence Mr. Butler exerted upon public sentiment
was great and beneficent. He ranged in the higher
walks of politics, steadfastly and intelligently advanc-
ing the great ideas, then unpopular, which have since
become the universal policy of the nation. He lived to
see his principles written upon the banners of our
armies and gleaming in the lightning of a thousand bat-
tles; to see them embodied in the Constitution and
hailed with delight wherever free government has an
advocate.

Mr. Butler gave further evidence of devotion to his
principles by aiding in the establishment of a free-soil
paper in Cincinnati, and, taking a wider range when
Kossuth came preaching the gospel of liberty for down-
trodden Hungary, he again opened his liberal purse for
humanity.

But he sought quiet and retirement. Many years ago

he removed his residence from his old home 1n town to
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24 FOUNDER'S DAY.

general literature, but in all possible applications of
scientific knowledge to the arts, to mechanism, to agri-
culture, to engineering and architecture, and in addition
. to the entire systems of legal, medical and theological
studies. There can be no possible branch of human
development that does not come properly under the care
of a university. It expands in its benefits with the
growth of society and the progress of mankind. It
covers that vast field of individual uplifting which
widens into the illimitable expanses of national and race
‘ improvement. Upon this foundation must the suc-
cessors of Mr. Butler build. Did he make it too broad?
Could he make it too broad? (is a more appropriate |
' question). Is there any limit to the demand for prop- |
erly trained men and women? Some may say that the
learned professions, as they are called, are over-
' crowded ; but who is ready to say that they are too full
of learned and thoroughly capable members? These
protessions may be crowded, but all able preachers, |
l teachers, editors, engineers, doctors, lawyers and au- |
thors will frankly admit that they all fall far short of
| their capabilities in culture, intelligence, aptitude, skill
and enterprise. \
But outside of these professions what room there is for = }
improvement ! What valid reason can be given why the
farmer, the manufacturer, the merchant, the man of
commerce, the banker and the railroad man, should not
have equal training in a general way with the profes-
sional man? Their responsibilities are as great, their
duties in life as citizens are identical, the services that
each can render mankind are-equal. To say that one
man can dodge his duties, by the plea that he is humble
and poor and must labor for his bread, is to admit that he
is inferior personally, a serf, a servant, or a menial: a
thought so revolting that no American can entertain it
without a shudder. One employment should be as
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28 FOUNDER'S DAY,

Mr. Butler had nothing in his character or career that
was dramatic, dazzling or thrilling, but he had that
quiet devotion to a noble purpose that animated such
men as Martin Luther, William Penn and Roger Wil-
liams, ** giving intensity to his purposes and carrying
them on to theé close of his life.”” The ends he pursued
were ‘‘beyond himself.” He looked into the far-off
future to see gathered in this place men and women of
the highest cultivation and of the most exalted charac-
ters for purity, whose sole purpose should be to impart
truth : to see gathered about them thousands of the ris-
ing generations gladly accepting their teachings. He
looked to see, as the result of his labors, the benign in-
fluence of this institution shed over this great central
community of the continent, as the rays of the sun.

When i1t was proposed by his friends to change the
name of the University from the North Western Chris-
tian to Butler, he opposed it, and it was done over his
protest, Most men want their names written on their
works ; give gifts, make endowments, build public es-
tablishments, fight battles with books, advocate great
measures, and lay down their lives for ** the whistling of
a name.” But here 1s a man who wanted 1t blotted out
from the great title page of his work. Here was a
founder, a forerunner, a torch bearer, who was only
pleased with the success of his efforts. It was said by
Dr. Arnold, of Rugby, that ** every nation has its an-
cient and modern history, irrespectively of the chrono-
logical place which such a nation may hold in the gen-
eral succession of events.”” In other words, that nations
live not by vears, but by events.

In the same vein Dean Stanley spoke in 1878, at Bir-
mingham, soon after his visit to this country, in his
famous address on ** The Historical Aspectof the United
States.”’ He said, ** The youth of a nation is also its
antiquity. The youth of America corresponds to the
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