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The revival force. in New hilud, however, u4 their 0WIl Irapevine. A 

flood of conflicttR& reports led to leveral distiaaUilaed cleric•• tacludiBI 

Pre.ideat Bott of Union CGllele ..d Preaiae-t GriffiD of Willi ..I, viaitiq 

tke Icelle of tae 'Weltera Bavivals' 1& tJae �I�~�r of 1826. If As"el Rettle­

ton is to be believed. tae ob.erver. were aot favorably Uiprel.ed. Bettletoa 

wrote to John Frost iD Marcil of t1le folleviq year: Uto tell you. tae trutla• ., 

Ir., tae ainisterl ..d otJaer Clariltiana fre. tA11 relion ••w York & all N. 

Ina., WDo vi.ited OReia Co. lalt ._r law vitia their ova eye. 10 ...y tA1nal 

tllat tile,. deplGre. that it vaa the ua1veraal opiaioa. far ..d aear. tllat tile 

curacter of revivall ud lone back fift!, yearl • • • fie aiaiaters were uni­

verlall,. depl.rial the iatroduction of taeae new ..alurel & were auardinl & 

watcllina &lainat tJaea for .o1ltJas before I c... to Albuy." 4 Perupl the alam 

val Dot quite al uuiverlal al httletOR claUied. but tae hostile reactionl were 

.' 
lufficiently widespread to 8ive cOl'lcera to PiDlley' s lupportera. if aot to the 

evanlelilt hiIIlelf. Sooa tJaey were uaina tu D",I of Beecaer ad Nettleton 

!I 

l\ 

�~�t�.�.�e�l�f to defend Finaey ..ainst hil attackerl. sUlleltina tllat to aSlail 

lianey wal to Uipeach the revival aiailtriel of t1le two New Eaalanderl. 

It ..y &ave been the invokiaa of his ova IlaIM which roused the ailiDg 

Hettleton to action toward the clole of 1826. For aonthl he had been follow­

" 1&& develop.entl vith increadna aaxiety. Back 1& the �s�~�r lIle lIad been urged 

by the .an who val to be hil chief inforaant in the Controveray. Willi. i.. 

Weeks of Paril Hill. N. Y., to write a leries of tracts against the 'New 

Measures' : 

••• there is very much Sainina currency of late on the subject of re­
vivala, vhich you vould view as I do, of a very danserous tendency. Now 
it is of little use for such a one as I am to lift a feeble voice against 

4
Letter, Asahel Nettleton to John Frost, March 28. 1827, �~�. cit. 
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such things. It is easily drowned in the clamor and I am soon put to 
shame as an opposer of revivals. But your reputation is too well estab­
lished. as a promoter of revivals. to be affected by any such opposition 
or clamor. What you should say on that subject would be listened to 
with profound attention and. if not cordially acquiesced in. as it could 
not be by the enemies of truth. it would yet greatly strengthen the 
hands gf those who are now struggling for life against the floods of 
error. 

Into early fall. however. Nettleton see~ largely to have suspended final 

judgment. He h~self was 'assisting' in a revival in Jamaica on Long Island 

when he received a letter from an Auburn. N. Y•• correspondent. reporting 

harsh denunciations by a young man. presumably emulating Finney. To this he 

replied, in part: 

It is very important to a young preacher that he avoid a censorious 
spirit & always speak kindly of such as are held in reputation among 
Xns. And, if he labor among such, he had better forego the prospect 
of doing present good than to lose the confidence of these men. I can 
think of times in the commencement of my ministry when I had no doubt that 
a given course would be blessed to the conversion of many souls. I might 
have been mistaken. At any rate. acquiescence in the judgment of my 
brethren would secure their confidence - until I have been astonished 
to find them so generally willing to allow me to adopt my own course. 
The truth is, all Xns. are imperfect. And all our exertions to do good 
are attended with more or less imperfection. Good measures will be often 
innocently opposed, for the want of experience only. The same .easures 
..y be very good. or very bad in different places & under different cir ­
cu.stances. 6 

Bere were words of caution, calculated to give the gainsayer, as well as the 

zealot. second thouahts. 

By the same token, we should recogaize ttult Nettleton was genuinely per­

turbed. Fra- his vantage point. the Finney pheua.enon looked distressingly 

like an earlier pale in history. As he was later to write Aikeu of Utica, 

"Whoever ha_ made hiJuelf acquainted with the nate of thiq_ in Rew EraglaRd, 

5Letter, Willi.. R. Week_ to Asahel Nettleton, July 24, 1826. Hartford 
Seainary Foundation Archives, Nettleton Papers. 

6
Letter, Asahel Rettleton to Charles C. Furtaan, October 26. 1826,
 

Hartford S..toary Foundation Arcbives, Rettleton Paper_.
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ne.r the close of the reviv.l in the clays of Wllitefield .nd Edw.rds, cauaot 

but weep over its likene.s to the present."1 MeLouzhlin betr.ys hi. prejudice 

when be theorize.: ''The -.ore BettletOll be.rd .bout Finey and &is cohorts tile 

~re irr.scible .nd petty he bec... UDtil ev.ryone recogaized tbat be saw Fin­

Itey .s Davenport rediviw. to his 0W1l Eclwarda. ,,8 It ia doubtful if Nettleton 

ever aaw hia.elf .a • reinc.natiOB of JcmatUa Eclward. - he llad few auch il ­

lusion. - bu.t it is true tbat incre.aiaaly b.e ••w FilUleY ia te1"lll8 of Jaaes 

Davenport. &ac.lliaa his purpoae to oppose anythiaa ad ...yoae who Ja1pt re­

Ie-ble Davenport .nd bob extr..a, he w.s by Hove.ber, 1826, receptive to an 

iBvi~.tioa fraa FilUley's oppoaent. in E••tem Hew York. To Albany, therefore, 

lae weat directly fraa Jaaaic.. Be w•• to r_iIl in tae Upper IhadsOil .rea 

until well .fter t" Mew Lebanoa. Cc..ventioa tile followilll July. 

OIl .rriv.l .. discov.red tllat tlle uabappy division wb.ich bad co-e to 

the Preabyterian Churca ia. Auburn the previoua .u..er was now repe.ttRa itaelf 

ill the Secoud Presbyteri.. Church of Alb.ay. Fi....y llad been iavited to Au­

burn by tae Ja111i.ter, Dirck Lanaiq, but. coa81clerable el_at ia the coqre­

aation bec... e.traaaed duriua tbe courae of the 'reviv.l.' &ather typic.lly, 

riaaey wrote off tae ii••identa •• 'UDconverted.' How ••~l.r .itu.tion had 

arisen ia Albany. Ia OBe version of his Narch, 1821, letter to Prost Bettle­

ton wrote: itA war llad .lre.dy COR.fac.d ill Doct. Cbe.terla Ca. lema befor. ay 

arriv.l. So.e of ail ao.t diaoraanizinl ....er. had beaWl to pr.y for hia .nd 

9other. in public, by na-e, .s cold .ad .tupid, & clead, & UIlCoaverted ... !tor 

w•• ~t .11, for trouble w.a aooa. to follow ia tile Preabyterian C~rch .t 

1
Quoted by tyler, ~. cit., p. 181.
 

~Loua1Uia, 2,2.. ill., p. 33.
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Troy .tx llilea liIpriver. ladeed••t tllat v.ry ....t Curl.a Fiuey v•• 11014­

i .. fortlll i. tae Troy CIIlurclll vita till•••tau,i••tic aupport of ita lliaiat.r. 

B.t.... S. S. Beaa.. A••llel Nettletoa had i.vad.d eae., t.rritory. 

Wlaat .lIowd lie do aext? FeeU.aa tut .oa. of tu previCMI' corr••poad­

e.c. had ..de ••y deat OIl tae Fi..eyit. cap _d fe.ri.g tut Ill. would Uve 

little iaUuellc. vitlll l"i...y lIlia••lf. !fetUetoa decided to .,t.bli.1Il p.r.oaal 

coatact vitlll .... of l"i...y I a frie.d,. Accordi..ly ••rr.......u v.r...cle 

for Jolla Fro.t of WIIlit••boro aad ••other ..a to come to Albaay for • coafer­

eac.. TU ...ti.. v., corcl1.l. vith Bettl.toa diacour.iag .t l ••atlll o. Ilia 

ova r.viv.li.tic priacipl•• aIld liIraiaa tIIlea oa tae two vi'itora. Fro.t_i 

1lia ce-paaioa.. OIl tae otller ....d. could aot a•• vaer. til. If.ttl.toa ad Fil1ll8Y 

poIitin. were ao f.r .part. About tile oaly coacluaioa r ••clled v•• Froat I a 

to tae .ff.ct tut. 1£ tae two .v....eli.ta could but b. broqlllt fac:. to fac•• 

~.t of tile difficulti•• vould b. r.v••led a, lliauader.taadi.a' ana quickly 

irOll.d O\It. It ..y very well. tlller.fore. uv. be.a Fro.t no uraed Fiaey to 

••ek out lI.ttl.toa in Albaay. At aay rat•• till. youaaer ... twic...de til. 

'Mrt jouraey fr_ Troy to coa.ult vitlll ta. v.ter_ fre. Coaaecticut. 

Tile .ccoWlta of till. two iateIYi.v. are coaflict1D&. !vid.lltly Nettle­

tOIl ud cOllliderably aore to aay wkea tae two were togeta.r ad Fiaaey aft.r 

tkey had aeparated. Tile latter v•• to write over forty ye.r. afterward.: 

I ud ud tile gEeate.t coafiieace i8 Mr. BettletOR. tllouaa I ud .ever 
aee. 1Il~. I had ud tae areate.t de.ire to .ee aiaj .0 .uch '0 tut I 
ud frequeatly dre...d of visitiaa Ilia. aad obtaiat.. inforaation fro. 
h1a ia rea.rd to the best ..an. of pro-otia.g a revival. I felt like 
.ittina at hi. feet. alaost a. I would at the feet of an apo.tle. fro­
what I had lIleard of his .ucce.s ia pro.otiaa revival.. At tut time 
~ confidence in hia was '0 areat trot I think ae could have led ae. 
alao.t or quite. at his discretion. 

10
Fi..ey. Kaaoin. !!2.. ill.. p. 202. 
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This is how Finaey may have seen it in long retrospect. but his feeltnls at 

tbe tiae may have been sa.ethin& else aaaiR. "In spite of waat ae says. Ii in 

Bit1l8y' s view. ''F ianey was not the sort of aan to be led by ayeme. Al rea4y 

e.bittere4 by tbe oppositiot ae had encOUDtere4. he was not eaaer to be told 

tbat ae was wrona ...11 

In the firlt ad loaaer .eetina Nettleton. accordina to Fbu,.y. avoided 

cOBversation OR tae matters in dispute between thea. discussing rather "the 

views held by tile »utca and Presbyterian churches in reaard to the nature of 

~r8l depravity." On this and other doctrinal subjects. reminisced Finney. 

"l found that he entirely agreed with .e. as far as I had opportunity to con­

verse with hiIIl. l1l2 Nettletem. for his part. recollected taat "when he called 

to visit .e I was already worn out • • • notwithltandina I did tell ht. that 

I feared his talents & efforts could not be kept within our denOld.uti01l & 

•13told him s~ reasORS as far as t1ae and streaath would perait. , It would 

Ie.. taat Nettletemls version was not only closer to the event but also to 

the facts. ODce more to quote Birney: "Anyone faailiar with the doctrinal 

views of the two lien aust know that 1£ they had talked at any lellltlt tbey 

could Rot have been in agreement. and anyone acquainted with Nettleton would 

tbiak it unlike h.:1a to avoid talldDI about the aatters over wk1cb there was 

14dispute. and on which be fel t 80 strOBily. II 

Even 10. Rettletoa in tileir first session probably did not let down to 

specifics as he aiaht luIve. had he been fresh and had he felt it would do any 

11 
Birney. ~. cit •• p. 125. 

lZ,illDey. MelMire. 5!2.. cit •• p. 202.
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Letter. Asahel Nettleton to Joha Frost. March 28.1827.22._ cit. 
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ZiOll - • dc.e.Uc broil ia the hou....old of f.it... ,.!7 Or aor••1JIply••• he 

v•• l.ter to write lro.t. "A v.r ba. e~aced 18 Zioa."l8 

TRi. first bl.st of H.ttl.to. l
• tru-p.t ...iaat FiBR.yi.. v••• f.irly 

eOliplet••t.t....t of 1U.. view OIl tU bne••t atake. Be ackaowleclg.d tlaat 

'....y .iaJler. kave be•• hop.fully bom i.to tlae kiaacl_. but." Iae iui.t.el. 

"it ... b••D .t awful expens.... Ra~r tbaa .tt.ck Fi...y p.r....lly. be 

l_.t.d tiaat "tlae friend. of brotlaer Fi...y .re c.rt.Wy .oi.. IaiII u. til. 

c.us. of Cbrist ar••t a1acRief" ill tlaeir b.i.. ''llere aaxiou. to eoav.rt a1.i. ­

ter. aD. C"ri.tiaR. to taeir p.culi.ritie. tlaaa to co•••rt .Gul. to Cbri.t. n 

Be c.,.r.d. tlt.e r ••ultaRt t •••ioa wit" tbat _ic" ud "._U i. 

it. i.eipi••t .t..... ill New Eqlu•• b.twe.n ... YOUBI reviv.l lI1a1at.r... 

tlae OIle aide ud wIIole ...oci.Uoa. of ai.i8t.n 0-. tile ot".r • .,19 Alw.y. 

lI.ttletoa taoua"t i. lIi.torie.l tenu. T"u. he woulcl tell Aike. aad other•• 

"Caul. W1l1tefield., ud Edw.rd.•• ancl Br.iDerd.. and D.ft.port <Who l.t.r COD-

f...eel IIi. erron. eel.) .ow .ri•• fr_ tile de.d, I have .0 .oubt tlt.ey vould 

acl.ta. I 'YOUBI .... Dew.re! bev.re! 1n20 Wllat Hettleto-. did .ot re.lize v•• 

tut the nole 1li.toric.l aituatioa v•• cllauaiaa. tIl.t tlt.e tiae. were vitll 

'i..ey r.ttulr tlaaD vita tlae older reviv.li. he hiaaelf espou.ecl. 

StlNtly aaiJlt.i.t.q tbat lithe be.t friend. of reviv.h • • ••re tlle 

••t .l.r.ed .t tlae e.ils tbat arerbiq." BettletOil weRt OIl te write, "1 

..... bee. &a][ioualy looki.....d w.iti... .11 ._r loaa. for .IICII ....s 

younelf aad Hr. Lanai... ancl ot"era .,.t i.U.llat.ly .equatecl vit" bretlaer 

17
Quoted by Tyler. ~. eit•• p. 179 

l8Letter. A.allel HettletOil to Jolla Fro.t. Hare" 28, 1827. !I!.. eit. 

19
Quoted by Tyler, ~. cit •• pp. 179,80.
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Ibid•• p. 181. 
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tke tone of hlll 'affecti01ltl' and vall therefore uaable to rille to tile level cnt 

whica Ile preached. It Vall plaiRly a slap at HettletoR. At leaat, tae Coaaec­

ticut revivallllt, vho about tAlII t1ae Rad retired fre.- Alb_y to Jh&r , II. Y., 

for aa.e rest fra. the battle, took it as auca aa4 preceeded to fr a 

leqthy rebuttal. Thlll ke aent ia the fora of a letter to a proaineat Prea­

byteriaa a1nillter ia Hew York City, Gardiaer Sprilll, who ....d it publllllled. in 

tke II.. York Obllerver. 

The aillt of Ifettletem'a reply wall that FiRRey', propoll1tion wa. "falle 

ill tkeory, contrary to fact, _d c1aqerous 1B it. censequencell. It 'Ilae aoat 

apiritual of Chrllltia.1I are interested "i. the leaat degree of holiMSIl in 

any lIaiat," while "the IIpirits of just -en made perfect, aad aoly anselll • 

rejoice over even ODe aiBller that repenteth." At the __ t1ae, lithe least 

saint em earth loyea holillell8 18 otkera ad ke lc:rvea taose .-ost, waose 

tone of holy feeliR& is rallled fartheat above lUa. II As for Christ, "tke teme of 

the Saviour'a pious and holy feelina is raised far above that of all bis fol­

lowers. HeRce, accordins to tke stat..ent of the ser-on (i.e., Finney's), he 

could luave bad no followers on earth, aad CD ....ve none ROW." In the s... 

• ay, "Is not (tae holy character of God) above the tone of the feelinss of 

any man? ••• According to the principles of his own seraon, brother Finney 

ad his friends cannot walk with God, for they are not agreed. u29 Through­

out the letter NettletOD treated his lawyer counterpart to a lessOR in logic. 

In the background, however, were two contrasting views of Christian experi­

IDce. For Finney, the greater the feeling tone, the higher tae experience; 

while Nettleton sawall those who bad had healthy conversions as feelina 

ri&htly about tae things of God. 

29 
Ibid., pp. 188,9. 



82 

Ind.eed, Nettleton went on to assert, the issue between 1!li. and Finney 

bad n~thina to do with higher or lower states of feeling, but ratber with true 

and false zeal. As he put it, l~ll those ainisters who do not discrtainate 

between true and false zeal ••• heartily approving of the one, and as hearti ­

ly and publicly condeaning the other, will turn out to be the greatest traitors 

30to the cause of revivals. tI He continued: 

Without close discrtaination, an atte~t to raise the tone of religious 
feeling will do infinite aischief. This was the manner of false teachers. 
"They zealously affect you, but not well." It will be like that of Paul 
before his conversion, and like that of the Jews who were never converted, 
"a zeal of God but not according to knowledge. II 'lb.e driVing will bec.-e 
like the drivina of Jehu, ''Ca-e, see my zeal for the Lord. II ~e stont, 
and earthquake, and fire. are dreadful: but God is not there. 

Here, again. was Nettleton pleading for tithe still. small voice. II All in all, 

ais was cogent reasoning. However. the s trOlli emotions, pro and con, which 

Finney bad generated had pushed aatters beyond the point of rational discus­

1101l. Feelings were ruliq Finaey htaself and. like a ailhty torrent, were 

SOOD to doainate the whole realm of evangelisa. 1D a word, Finney was acting; 

lettleton could do little .ore than react. 

React even JaOre atrenuoualy he did when told of what had. taken place in 

Dura.. five .ontha before bis arrival. The sleepy village. nestled in the 

foothilla of the Upper Catakill raase, had beeR given a taste of excite.ent by 

I.e "raw recruits fra- CaadeD, OReida C01IIlty ," products of the ·Western llevi­

vals.' ORe youna Finaey couvert, in particular, aDBounced that I~ kaewall 

about how to coud\&Ct revivals." PointiB& to the Presbyterian Church, he spoke 

of "the aboainations which were portrayed OR tAose walls." Referring to the 

a1nister, Seth Williston, be cballeqed the townspeople, "Are you afraid of 

30
Ibid., p. 191.
 

31
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ilia?" Iaterrupt1D.a aD eveniq service, the yoUJl& 1UJl dropped to his kaees, 

after the .aDDer of Fiuaey, aDd uttered a denuaciatory prayer for Williaton 

as a "liar, II wMle a Ca.pUiOR 1Jlfonaed tile cODlrelation that the aill1ster "was 

the aead AchaB in the cUip & that ,his character was aa black !!. hell." The 

report of thia Piu.eyite Urladoa cl1ncuca aattera ill liettletoa' s aind. Graat­

illl that tll.e iRvadera were a bit "crazy, J' ae veat on to coaclude ill ais Harell 

letter to Prost, "Now SUCD tBiaaa would aeyer cc.e fro-. revivals if Rot bor­

rowed fra. leaders. "32 Fiuey vaa to blaae. Tae fol'll1able Hew Yorker waa ao 

differut in kinG fro-. Davenport ed Davis before hi... He vas a wrecker of 

ckurcaea ed u eae-y of settled ainiaters. 

Just how kenly HettletOil. felt about tu Dura.. incident, aad eyea IIOre 

serious trouble in the Cburca at uearby Hunter, is revealed in a subaequent 

letter to Frost, date. April 18. Po.sibly he di_ Rot recall tbe exact coateats 

of Ris preyiou. letter or perhap. u did so for eapha&1a, but ae weat oyer the 

.... around alaia ad 1Jl Ireater cletaU. It waa Fl1..ey vao vas at faul t for 

nat had happeRed at Dura. aad Buater: "Errors adopted and defeaded by a 

popular iUaeret preacher vill be the first thiqa vlaich YOUJl& coaverts, aa 

vell as ...y otbers, will try to 1a1tate." Harkiq back to Ms 0WIl conyeraa­

UORa wita P1.aaey, Nettleton ..ntioaed Fbuy l a doubtiq that yoUJl& aeR could 

II&ke ue of HettletoR' s procedure.. Now Mettletoa coocluded that this waa 

because Fi_ey thouaat "it vould require too auca tiae aad care to aecure the 

confideace of settled a1Jlisters • • • taat tae shorteat and be.t ..thod of 

,ltt1D& alons wita settled ainister. is to 'break the. dOVD' eG denounce 

thea at omce as cold & stupid & dead if taey GO Rot fall 1D to _efend all 

their ilmovat1a.a ..a.ures." Far different Nettletoo'. eapaaai. OR loa.a·tera 

32 
Letter, Nettletoa to Fro.t, Marca 28, 1827, !!.. !:ll. 
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co...queBce. r.t"'r tun .Ilort-tera re.ulta: "I have tried to view t'" aub­

ject OR .11 aidea - to .scertai. what t'" aeneral iatereat of r.l1&ioa re­

quirea & haw it will appe.r wllea tae preaent aeneratioa of aiaiater••re .leep­

iq 18 tlaeir ar.ve•• "33 Unfortunately for Nettletoa, aot ..ny ..a were thiak­

inl ta-t f.r aae.d. 

Jo'" Froat could D.ot have failed to detect a uruaiaa of A.....l Nettle-

ton la attitude.. Fro. DeRceforta there were be ao teaporiziq. Fillaey, 1J:l 

HettletOR I • ~d, .tood coavicted. Hia 'New Me.aures' vere to be rejected out 

of laaad. Doubtle.. tlaa atre.. of letter. cOlli.. to hill out of Ceatr.l New 

York ud coatributed l.raely to lettletOR'a aew deter-inatiOD. Sa.. of tae 

correapoacleaee ..a d1lceraiJa& .nd aliaost prophetic, 'Yell .a J.-a Ilichardl' 

lebrlUry 22 letter frOlll Aubura. Wrote Ilicbarcla ia p.rt: 

Aa to t'" aovel ....ur.s whica a..e beea .dopted iR rel.tion to revi­
v.la, ., op1JUoa haa all .1011& beea pr.ciaely wut it 11 now, except 
th.t I auppos.d .t firat, tlaey vere the offaprina of extraord1Dary ex­
cite.ent, and would prob.bly b. rel1J:lquiahed .a the excitement aaould 
aubaide. Jut preaently, 8owever, I bel.n to tlaink there w.a Irouad to 
fear that tae abettora of th.. were .ctiaa fro. erraneoua apecul.tioaa 
on the aubject, and ta.t their oper.tioas were ...tter of cleliberate 
coatrivaace, and would prob.bly be puraued .a part of • ayatea. At 
every atep of tlaeir prolrell, I bec... IIOre coaviaced tut they bad a 
plan, the reault of new and extr.o~t18ary lilht, aad that their object 
waa to revolutioaize tae churcbes. 

Just haw perceptive waa tllia 1827 obaervation is revealed by the rhetorical 

question posed i. 1838 by a conaervative Conarelational editor: r~ is Rot 

..are that the Church has been almost revolutioaized within four or five 

years by means of such exciteaenu?"35 Ia this saae connectioR, McLoughlin 

.... noted: lilt waa eVident ••• that Fianey and his frienda were intere.ted 

33Letter, A.ahel Nettleton to John Frost, April 18,1827, Hartford
 
Seainary Foundation Archives, Nettleton Papers.
 

34Letter, J ...s Richards to Asahel Nettleton, February 22,1827, Hart­

ford Seminary Foundation Archives, Nettleton Papers.
 

35Quoted by Mcloughlin, ~. ~., p. 14. 



8S 

i••ore to•••vial .oul.. Tlaey vere out to refo1:W. tile Pre.byteria dlurca. 

To do ttd. taey pl...ed to eaploy reviv.li.... bota ...... ael •• e.ei. It 

v•• to be the .e..a of prOYi•• tae v.lidity of their new tbeolosy of free will 

ad free Irace, ael ita e.d w.a to ia.till the .piritual feryor of fro.tier pie~ 

ti.. i.to tile lukaw.1:W. claurchea ia oreler to refo1:W. bota tllea .ad tile world ...36 

If tM J.icorela letter w.s ecUfyiRl, tile m.livea _ica flowed frOia tile' 

pea of lIettletoa'. cOlaateat correapORdeut, Week. of P.ria Hill, were ofteR .c.e­
taiq elae ...ia. F.irly typic.l v.a • Weeka I letter UDder elate of Febna&ry 26. 

It .bouaded ia CeRtr.l Hev York lo.aip cad Del": 

I dropped you • baaty li.. fra. Cli.toe l.at week. Si.ce taea I aave aee. 
your letter to Mr. Aik.ea. I receive aoae furtller infoxwatiGt .bout tae 
u.pre.lioa it ..k.es. The vord live. out 11, it 11 • very 100d letter, 
but fmncled oa .iai.foraati... A friod _0 Ma beea .t &ibur., after 
livi.q a .ccoa.t of your letter there, a.y. • liAs ve .boulel expect, I 
fi.el the .boyeae.tioaed letter oa ..de • vOiaderful stir in Aubl;lr.. Mr. 
A. S. Will...d Mr. Naya.rel (atuele.te) c.lleel .. bto taeir ro_ tais 
.er.iq, ..d. told ae tlult Mr. H. ad fOWlcled Ilia letter o...re ad falae 
reporta • • • tot they ad f.ct. iR taeir poa.e••ion vaicll would defe.t 
ita delip, ad tarow tu publici. iafluence in f.vor of Mr. Piaey, 
tot Mr. Fi..e)' bad ..re thaa Gtce c.lled oa Mr. lIetdetoa to talk oyer 
tM subject of tae letter ad lle ad refu.ed to e.ter iato • di.cu.sion 
vita ~ .ad i.deed did aot tre.t Ilt. .a • Cllristia m.iater - tot Mr. 
Hettletoa ad not been th.e ._ .all Ii.ce he ad • fit of licuell '0118 
tiae Ii.ce, wlaich very auea !IIp.iree! hia mad • that the letter would aot 
hurt bl;lt OIll)' r.ise ht. (Mr. Pi..ey) in oaeida Co., where b.e 11 well Uown. 1I 

After .hari.q otker caoice tidbita, Weeka' friend h.d cloaed oa taia note: 

"My iafere.ce frOia tile wAole 11 tlult there 11 • deu1:W.in.tion aot to 
alter or relax in the new.e.sure. - but to live taea, if possible, the 
••actiOD of Mr. Hetdetoa'a .... , which h.a been dOlle ..ny ti..a before 
durial tlae ye.rs - or, if th.t c...ot be effec ted, to denO\ll1ce ht. yttn

3the rest •• Iulviq tUrDed rO\l1ld to beca.e •• opposer of revivals ... 

With such. infoxwatiGt ca.illl to ht. regul.rly, it 1& not surprising that 

lIettleton w.s kept on eqe. adeed, tae flaw in his caap.ip ag.inst Finneyism 

36
Ibid., p. 41. 

37 
Letter, Willi.. R. Weeks to As.hel Hettletou, February 26,1827,
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