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CHAPTER I




THE IDEFTIFICATION OF JOCELYN
I. INTRODUCTICH

Who was Jocelyn? Did Lamartine'e hero have &
human counterpart? The question has tantalized readers
aver gince the kindly priest first orept into their
hearte, The viyid reality of his life suggests the
poegibility of his having dwelt in 2 world of asctu-~
alities as well as in a realm of meke-believe. The
suthor by his statementa has coaxed one farther along
the path of exploration, But the rosd so attractive
and smooth st the outset leads only to a maze of con-
fused waye., Following his guidance, we grope in the
blind alleys of the road that has treacherously
divided into three pathways, Surely of all gunides one
woulf have thought Lamartine the most trustworthy.,Is
there no way out? Can one find s map to trace a pas-
sage through the tangles routes? Perhaps the life of
Lamartine will offer some solution: perhaps in some
of his friendehips may be found 2 c¢lue to help esta-
blieh the identity of Jocelyn. The findings of the
oritics muat surely offer something of value, They
have traveled the path before us, and if one resds
carefully the signe along the trail they have blazed,
perhaps the way will atdaighten itself out, Let us
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call to mind the character of Jocelyn and with that
to guide nus we may steer clear of dangerous by-wayse

until we £ind at last the road wich leads to the

identity of Jdocelyn.




CHAPTER 1I




II. BIOGRAPHY OF LAMARTINE

Alphonese-Merie-Louis de Lamartine was born at
MQoon. Qotober 21,1790, His family was of the old
nobility, a family highly respected,yet not partiocu-
larly famous, To the youngest son of that family,
Pierre de Lamartine, father of Alphonee, fell the
eatate at Milly, and there the poet spent the greatest
part of hie youth, Later, the property at Saint-Point
wes added to their possession, for since giving up
army life Pierre de Lamartine became more and more
attached to the leisurely existence that the country
afforded, He abandoned himaelf completely to the ocare
of his fields and the pleasures of the mnt, sllowing
the immediate probleme of the household to fall upon
his wife,

Madame de Lamartine, who before her marriage
had been Alix des Roys, was & charaoter of great re-
finement and extreme delicacy. She, perhape, more than
her lmeband, lived agein in the persomality of Alphonse,
"Ce fut une sme d'élite, un esprit d'une infinie dis-
tinotion, Une profonde piété mais indulgente, & ls
terre; un raffinement moral trés deliocat mais sens
rien de maladif; et contemm par un bon sens tres sar

et une activité ocoursgense; une abnegation compléte,



un entier dévouement de soi-méme sux siens et & tous,
furent les traits lea plus marquéa de ce générenx
oaraotc\aro."1
She wae very fond of her son and contimnally
worried over his health which she felt waa mone too
strong, She devoted much of her time to his early
training, instilling in_him the religious prineciples
of her own deep faith, "Voioi selon le Mamsorit
1'emploi de 1la joarnee;
La mease toue les jours A sept heures;
Lecture de la Bible:
Legon de grammaire;
Lecture de 1l'histoire, histoire de France ou
histoire anciennse;
Le soir, apréa d?ner, quelque vers des fadles
de la Fontaine;
Quelgquefois, 8 la veilléo, on se r‘gale d'une
comédie de Moliere.”Il me semble", dit la mere soru-
palenge,"qu’'il n'y éapaa de mal, Je passe, en lisant,

les hota"dangoreux." Thme she sought to train Alphonse

l,L.Petit de Julleville,"Histoire de la La e et de ls
Littérature Francaise”,Tome VII,Dix-neuaviéme siscle,
Période Romantiqune 1800-50,Librairie Armand Colin,
Parie,1913, . P.190
2.("Le Menneorit de ma mere”,psssim
.Idem,p,160) as quoted by F.Reyssie in"Ls Jeunesse de
Lamsrtine" ,Librairie Hachette et Cie,,Paris, 1898, p.60



by her own efforts in order that she might keep him
near her snd avoid the neoossity of sending him away
to school,

But the boy was getting older, He was outgrowing
the lessons of his mother, His uncles recommended that
he be placed under competent instructors, The family
at Milly bowed to the word of the two elder sona of
the Lemartine family, Frangoia-Louis and 1'abbe de
Lemartine, Frangoiﬁ-nouis, & man of domineering per-
sonality, had sssumed, slong with the bulk of the
Lamartine estate, the place of head of the family, He
felt himself particularly capsble of direoting the
eduncation of Alphonse due to his contimned literary
parsuite, To the poet the demande of this uncle often
soemed tyrsnmnical, for the opposite tempersments of
the two made an understanding between them difficult.
The other uncle had won a place in the heart of the
boy by his liberality end kindliness, Often Alphonse
took refuge at Montculot, for there he found ready
sympathy at the house of the prieat,"Il y fuyait
l'oncle de Montcesu et la contrainte de Milly: o'etait
1; tranaition habituelle entre les ﬁgiaire de Paris

et la tristesse de sa campagne, et il y trouvait la




paix et le recueillement sous les dpux formee qu'il
simait le mieux: la nature et les liwvres: l'abbe
aveit réuni une admirgble et riche bibliothéque oa
le neveu pouvait puiser ssns controle, ce qui n'allait
pes sens le changer un pen des habitudes de Mscon et
de Milly ou sa mére se montrait tres a‘viro.'a

S0, upon the advice of the unoles, Madame de
Lemsrtine was forced to place Alphonse in school,
She sent him to 1'abbé Destre who with the aid of the
young abbé Lumont was giving the youth of Bussiéres
the necessary elements of education, that is, prin-
oipelly treining in the Latin language, The sechool
had the advantage of being near home, for it was
only one or two kilometeres from Milly, Each morning
Lamsrtine set out with several comrades, carrying
on his back his lunch and under his arm a little
wood to keep burning the fire of the poor priest.The
eduncational advantages of the school were less appa-
rent, "Le cure otait trop vieux: son neveu, L'abbé
Dumont, était trop jeune ou trop fantaisiste.Les

’ ~ 4
enfante confies a leurs eoins n'spprensient rien,™

S.,P, de Lacretelle,"Les Origines et la Jeunesse de
Lamartine™,Librairie Hachette et Cie,,Paris,1911 p,.87

4.%en6 Doumio,™Lamartine™,Librairie Hachette et Cie
aris, . :

P.20



That Mademe de Lamartine should intrust her son to
sugh lax instructore may be accounted for by her de-
8ire to keep Alphonse near her and by her friendship
for 1'abbée Damont who was a frequent gaest at the
house and a favorite hunting companion of her lmsband,
However, in 1800, Lamartine was sent to a
school maintained at Lyon by M.Puppier. There he wae
truly miserable, for the institution held for him all
the horrors of a prison. Proud, imperions, and diffi-
oult to manage becanse of the liberty he had enjoyed
iz hie country home and because of the indulgence of
his mother, he found the restraint of his new masters
intolerable, Repeatedly he wrote to his parenta of
hie longing for home., He gontrived to secure a number
of vacations by complaining of various bodily ills,
well-kEnowing that his mother would do anythiﬁg'to 88-
~ eare bis good health, On December 11,1802, Lamartine
ran away from school with MM, de Veydel, dbut they had
not traveled far until they were retaken, Alphonse
showed the greatest reluctance and efnbborncaa in
refusing to write a letter of apology to his tfather,
After much persuasion, however, the note was finally

dispatched, That the achool at Lyon was ill-suited to



the boy's temperament was quite evident, With the
end of the term efforte were made to locate another
place of instruction.

The choice of the new school was more fortunate.
In October,1803, Lamartine entered the collége de
Belley where he remained for four years, The months
of study were less trying there, due, perhaps, to
the gentle govermment of the priesta, or the change
that sdolescent years were bringing to the boy's
character, Be that as it may, Masdame de Lamartine
was pleassd to note s marked improvement in his work
and a decided increasse of religious feeling in his
goul, The completion of his training there marked
the end of his formal edwncation,

Returning home without preparation for any
special profeession, he was st a loss as to hies next
move, His unclea objected to his entering the army,
for they were stsunch Royaliste and would not have
him serve the Emperor, Prangoil-Louiu de Lamartine
wiehed him to devote his time to ascientific study,
especially the study of mathematics, for that coin-
cided with his own interests, No suggestion ocould

less weltome

have been more fatsl, for Lamsrtine had the greatest



dietaste for the intricacies of that subject, He,
therefore, gave himeelf up to a leisurely existence
at Milly, Much of his time he spent reading in a
haphazard sort of way, Hie literary tastes covered

a wide range, but he was especially fond of novels
and poetry., He tried his pen at writing,and frequently
imjitated the authors that he read, Tired of his
booke he would stroll to the home of 1'abbé Dumont,
who daily became more intimate as the friend of the
young man, There they discussed thinge philosophical
and literary, for their souls had much in common.
Lemartine was fascinated by the mqlaneholy air of
mystery that shrouded the priest, and 1'abbe Dumont
enjoyed the treshness of the boy*s developing perso-
nality. When days began to drag too slowly at Milly,
Lamartine slipped away for a fling with some artist
friends in Lyon, Their bizarre Life attracted him ,
and he enjoyed the excitement of'nighta.spent at the
theater or the dance, True he accumulated some debts,
but that scarcely worried him since an indulgent

sunt could be counted upon to help him out of a diffi-
cualt situation,

About this time he tell in love with a young
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glrl whose parentes lived at ngcon. apd he wished very much
to marry her. The uncles, however, interfered, Ior

the marriage to them seemed extremely foolish, They
gent the young lover to heal his broken heart in Italy.
The plan was highly successful,for Lamartine was delighted
with everything he saw as he visited the beanties of
Tarin, Milan, Parma, Bologna, Florence, and Rome, He
8tayed for a while in Naples with a distant relative;
Dareste de la Chavanne, & tobacco merchant. There he

is supposed to have become infatuated with Grazieila,

a worker in the tobaceco factory. Whether or not the
incident is true cannot be ascertained, but several
poeme of Lamartine give it credance., Among these sre
"Premier Regret™,"Ile d'Ischia™, and "Graziella™,

' By the end of April,1812, he had returned to
Mscon., There he resumed the leisurely life of a country
gentleman until the Restoration gave him an opportunity
to serve as musketeer, first, at Beauvaia, and then,

at Parie, In November,1814, he wa®s at Milly in winter
quarters, His service, which wag rendered without en-
thneiaem, was short-lived, for the next year Lapoleon
returned, and Louis XVIII fled the country.

Lot long after that Lamartine met the woman who
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wae to have such a great influence upon him, That
woman wes Madame Charles, wite of a celebrated physi-
cist, The meeting took place in Septempber,l8lé, at
Aix-en-Savoie,(Aix-les-Baina) where Madame Charles
weg seeking, if not a cure for her illneaa, at least
a postponement of the death that threatened, Her
eourage, her beauty, and her brillisnce inspired in
him the greatest love he had ever known, She stiman-
lated that religious aide of the poet which his
mother had so carefully guarded from his childhood.
Lamartine followed her to Peria in order to be near
her during the winter months and left only upom her
promise to 8ee him again at Aix in September,1817,
Her illness prevented the meeting, however, and three
months later she died,

The force of such a great love ending in
sorrow loosed in Lamartine the true poetic vein, His
eoul poured itself into the plaintive melodies of the
Wueditationa", The publication of these poems in
ﬁarch,luzo, ereated a 8tir in Parie, for it'was the
firast volume of its kind to make its appearance,
Lamartine was not slow in becoming the idol of aristo-

cratic and religious circles, The prominence attained
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by this success brought him an appointment froh
Pasquier as attaché of the embsssy st Florence., At
about the same time he received s pension from the
King, In order to sccept the diplomatic commisaion
and proceed immediately to Italy, he hastened pre-
parations for his marriage with Maris-Anns-Elisa Bireh,
8 young knglish woman, The ceremony took plLae¢e on
June 6,1820,

Lemartine did not returr to France until 1828,
Hie candidsecy Ior membership into the rrench Academy
wag being considered then, and he was admitted on
April 11,1880, upon his entrance he published his
"HermonieB™, He ended his diplomatie career sbout this
iime when ﬁe tendered his reaignation upon the secom-
plishment o the July Revolution, Having attained his
fortieth year, he sought to gsin political prominenece,
and at once presented himself at Bergues, toulon, and
Marseille as one desirous of obtaining a seat in the
Chambre, He would not, however, ally himseit with any
one pariy,

in 1832, he saw an opportunity to make a trip
to the Orient, a country which aiways held a very

great rascinetion for him, With the pomp and retimue
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of a prince, he embarked July 1,1832, upon a boat
chartered for his own particular use, His route led
him past Malta,lsuplia, and Atiena to Beyrouth where
he arrived S8eptember 6, Establishing his wife and
daughter in comfort at that town, he left with a
large escort for a forty-five day trip through
Galilsea and Palestine, returning through Caesarea,
Tyroe, and Sidon. In the region of Lebanon he met
Lady Bster Stanhope, the mystic, who greeted him as
the foretold Messiah énd prophecied for him a high
political destiny in Baropean affairs,

The glory of the vision was destroyed when,
upon returning to Beyrouth, he found himself just in-
time to hold his dying daughter, Julia, in his srms,
The girl had been suffering from a lingering malady
that grew rapidly worse in the new climete, Lamartine
returned home, seriously ill of a sickness contracted
in Bulgaria and broken-hearted over his child'se death,

The next few years were to 8ee the fulfillment
of two of Lamartine's life purposes, One was the
writing of a great epic; the other was the attain-
ment of politioal power, In 1836 wss published "Jocelyn",
the firet of a series of peems that were to depict the
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trend of humanity ss a whole, The story was to follow
the experiences of an angel who through love of e
mortal had become man, He must pass through suoccesaive
stages of reincarnation, The fall of the sngel was to
take plsce before the flood, while the last reincarna-
tion would ocour Jjust before the day of judgement,
Although published first,"Jdocelyn”™ was to have been
near the end of the proposed series, lNeedless to say,
the secope of the intended work was beyornd the exscu-
tion of & single man, Lamartine published, however,
in addition to the piece already mentioned,"Las Chute
d'un Ange,™ This, which was to have been the first
episode in the group, was published in 1838, The
poor reception afforded this work discouraged him
from further pureuit of his plan, ‘
Lamartine's political career had begun in
September,1833,when upon his return from the Orient
he took a seat in the Chambre ss deputy from Bergues.
Gradually winning favor with the people becanse of the
liberality of his viewas, his popularity reached its
height with the publication of the "Histoire des
Girondins," The sentiments aroused in the nation by

this book paved the way for the Revolution of 1848,
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and raised Lamartine to s position of first power in
the Proviesionsl Government that followed, The enjoy-
ment of this suthority lasted only four months,
Lamartine, however, was looking forward with sssurance
to the presidentisl election, for he felt confident

of drawing at least 506,000 votes, The completeness

of his failure may be Jjudged by the paltry mumber of
votes attributed to him, The ballot hox revealed only
17,000 votes in favor of Lamartine,

Hie pélitioal fall was a severe enough blow,
but there was added to that the disaster of finanoisl
rain, Always of luxurious tastes he had spared nothing
to éfatify them, His generosity had led him to give
beyond the margin of safety, Daring the days of the
Frovieional Government he had distributed large sums
te relieve the sufferings of the Parieian workmen,
Speculation in land and oropes had also served to di-
minieh his wealth, His fallacious theory of spending
deliberately twice hislinoome kept him always in debdbt
no matter what his income might be, His fipances had
reached a oritical poinmt, and there waes nothing with
whioch to repay the five million borrowed francs,

Daring the next twenty years Lamartine turnped
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out nothing of literary value, His time was ocompletely
given over to hack work or "les travsux forcés litté-
raires", as he put it, Nevertheleas his moat strenuous
otfcrté could not keep the dear home at Milly from
being sold in 1861, Hie finanoial etatus did not im-
prove and finslly in 1867 he was glad to learn that

the government of Napoleon III "sssura la rente viagere
d'un oapital de oing ocent mille trancs, a M, de Lamartine
a titre de récompense nationale.'5 His wife died in
1863 leaving him to spend the last few years of his

sad existence with his neice Valentine, lot long after-
wards on February 28,1869 he followed her, Hie body was
buried at Saint-Point with modest ceremony. None of his
former political friends deigned to be present at the
funeral, He seemed totally forgotten by the world.,

6.L.,Petit de Julleville,"Histoire de La Langue et de la
Littérature francaise”,Tome VII, Dix-neuviéme sidole,
Périod 1800-60, Librairie Armsnd Colin,Paris,1913, p,250
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/ /
I1I. RESUME OF "JQCELYN"

As we have seen, the first episode to be published
in Lemartine's great epic series was "Jooelyn®., This
book contains the life story of the priest whose iden-
tity we seek to diescover, Since it is written as his
diary, the piotures of his experience are detailed
and highly ocolored with lmes of recent emotion,
Lamartine in the Prologue gives an account of the
discovery of this fictitious Jjournal, He relates that
he was returning from a hnnting trip, and, as was his
custom, he planned to spend the evening with his
friend, Coming within sight of the little house, he
wes surprised to see no signe of life about it, No
smoke came from the chimney; no one walked in the
garden where at this hour the priest usually strolled,
reading his breviasry. Upon reaching the gate no dog
greeted his entrance, The dread that filled his heart
was oconfirmed by Martha, the servant, who between
aobe described the ¢losing of the priest's life,
Lamartine's timely arrival permitted him to asaist
at the burisl and at the disposition of property.
Among other effects he found the scattered records of
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Jocelyn's daily existence, These notes were supposedly
arrsuged in chronologiocal order and published by the
poet,

The vivid story that they tell can hardly be
ignored in & consideration of the priest's character,
The opening linee give a picture of Jocelyn's six-
teenth birthday, The day had been a happy one filled
a8 it wee with Msy Day festivities, He had enjoyed
the dance immensely,and that night in his room the
memory of the day's pleasures haunted him. In the
midst of his own happiness he wondered why his sister
had returned home that evenipng so sad, Dreams of the
night brought forgetfulness, but sgain the next day
his apxiety was reawakened by the sound of weeping
that issued trom his mother's room, The fragments of
conversation between hie mother and sister explained
the trouble, His sister wes deeply in love with a
young man who desired very mach to marry her, The
boy'e father, however, was aeking for s dowry much
groéter than his sieter could offer, There seemed
nothing left but to sbandon her vision of happiness,

All day Joecelyn sought in his mind for a way

out of the difficulty. OUnly one idea seemed feasible,
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He would turn over to his sister the portion of the
family estate that wae his, A8 for himself, there
was small chance of success in the world since he
was penniless, He would enter the emurch, To resign
himeelf to this purpose wes extremely difficult, His
mother, scqueinted with his plen, st first refused
to allow such a saorifice, but through the urgings
of Jocelyn and through sympathy with her daunghter
she at laet consented, vocelyn waa compensated for
hie loss by the sight of his sister's happinese on
her wedding day. Shortly efterwards he left forever
the acenes of his childhood %o enter the seclusion
of a seminary,

His life et the religious nounse was one of
pesseful companionship with God. He had not been able
to confide the secret troubles of his heart to hie
associates, and 8o he turned neturally to communion
with a higher Power thet could understand him, The
seclasion of his daye wee rudely brokem by the forces
of revolution. The orszed modb respected not the ssnc-
tity of the place, but with deadly wespona drove the
inhabitants to flee for their lives or meet their
death, The same fury that sent Jocelyn to hide in the
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mountsins wae slso IToreing his mother and sister to
abandon their home, Jocelyn through the aid of a
kindly shepherd attained the shelter of a mountain
cave, There he was secure for the entrance to his lodge
was inacceseible unless one knew the path, His friend
promised to bring him food from time to time and to
report the progress of events,

It was not long before he came to share his’
cave with two other fugitives, One day attracted by
ghouts and by the sound of guns, he eaw an old man
with a boy running desperately from a number of
goldiera, The chase seemed 8bout ended, for the
barriers of rock made further progrees imposseible,
Jocelyn, forgetiul of hie own safety, stepped forth,
pointing out the path to the exhausted couple, As
they climbed the asscent there was sn exchange of
ghote. The soldiers were killed, and the old man wase
fatally wounded, Jocelym took the injured man to his
home and administered what aid he could to allepiate
the pain of hie last hours, That evening when death
had ended the man's sufferings snd while the boy
alept exhsusted b& grief, he buried the body,

Prom the young boy tlne thrown upon his hands
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he learned the story of their flight, The old man
was the youth's father, and they had lived together
happily until Revolutionary hatredes had made them
outcasta becsnse of their noble blood. They had been
closely pursaned, and only rescued by the intervention
of Jocelyn., The boy, Leurent, wae extremely tfair
with sn almost effeminate beauty. His finely molded
character made him an agreeable companion for the
lonely houre that Jocelymn hasd to apend_in hie moun-
tain solitude, Indeed a deep friendship sprung up
between the two that made their days a contimmal
round of bliss,

This happiness was interrupted by a startling
discovery, Lsurent was really a girl named Lsurence,
Jocelyn in minietering to injuries received by the
youth in the treacheroue mountsin snows tound that
the boy*e attire disguised a girl's form, The decep-
tion had been resorted to in order to tacilitate her
escape, and her rather, dying, had made her promise
not to disillusion Jocelyn., The feeling they had for
each other was not friendehip. then, but love, The
knowledge of Lsurence'’s identity cast a eertain

restrain into their relatiomship., Jocelyn, conscious
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of his holy purpcee in life, wae disturbed by the
caresses of Lsurence,

The force of the church was to upset atill
more the happy existence at the Grotte des Aigles,
One day the shepherd who befriended Jocelym brought
& message from a distant prison, The bishop of the
seminary where he had dwelt was eondemned to die and
aought among his former sssociates aomeone in whom
he could confide, Jooelyn was torn between his duty
and his love, but thé argent summons could not be
ignored., Without swakening Laurence who still slept,
he @aet out with his guide leaving a note to assure
the girl of his apeedy returnm,

By the aid of a disguise and by the shrewdness
of hie traveling compenion he avoided the dangers of
the route and arrived safely at the bishop’s cell,
The bishop wished %o ordaein him so that he might
have a confessor and enjoy the blessinga of the last
sacrement, Jocelyn refused to comply with his wishes,
however, tor he thought of the sacrifice that he
would tims caunse Laurence, When pleas and exhortations
failed to move his resclve, force was employed, Strik-

ing the young man with hie chain, the bishop knocked
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him unconscious, When he regained his senses he was s
priest. In a dsze he heard the voice of the condemned
. man eonfessing hies sine and directing him in the con-
secration of the Host, In & daze he walked to the
ecaffold with the martyr. Then his memory forgook him
and trom the mouths of others he lLearned of hie collapse,
hie being carried to the hospital,and his treatment
there, The sister who soted as his nurse told him of
the unexpected turn of events that restored freedom
~ to the priesthood. No longer need those consecrated
by holy vows fear persecution, The kindliness of this
slater appealed to Jocelyn, and he told her of Laurence
who wae waiting for him in the mountains, Desirous of
helping him, she offered to take care of the young
girl, She followed him back to the Grotte des Aligles:
she tried to comfort Laurence’s wild despair: and with
soothing words she led her away from the sest of
happiness,
Jocelyn turned again to the mounastic regime to
lose his grief., The strese of nHevolutionary days had

reduced the clergy so that each member was pressed gnto

service, Jocelyn was assigned to the obgcure little




village of valneigé.

But before definitely establishing himself
there, he saw again his mother and sister sfter many
years ol separation. He had the priviiege of escorting
his mother back to their old home to vieit agsin the
scenes of happiness, The emotional stress of memories
woakened the strength of the already feeble women,
and she died in her former home, KFor her the comfort
of the last sacrament was doubly sweet sinece it was
administered by her son.

Jocelyn accompanied his siater to Parie where
her hmeband awaited her, Their common sorrow bound
them closely together, and they delayed as long &a
poesible the hour o parting., It wee in this great
eapital,too,that he saw again his Lsurence, She had
comé to church attiracted by the remown of s famous
prieat, and se she wae preesing through fhe erowd,
ghe came 1ace to face with Joselyn., Neither espoke,
but the eloquence of their glance Betrayed the deep
ahock each had experienced, The gossiping lLips of
gtrangere carried to nim the story of her Parisian
life, She hsd married a man much older than herself

who was passionstely fond of her, but whom she did
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not iove, his early desth left her a widow, young,
besutiiul, and wealthy, lany admirers Ilocked about
her, and she tried to satisfy the eraving of her

soul with the effections they lavished upon her,
Jocelyn, tourmented by her visiom, sought to see her
onee more before he Leit the city., Haunting the
shadows of the street opposite her window,he sueceeded
in eatching sight of her, It was only a glimpse of
her, however, as ahe stepped upon her balcony to relax
after her guesta or the evening had gone, But that
glimpse revealed her Isce weary in the moonlight, and
the Taint aigh that escaped her Lips betrayed her
loneliness,

Jocelyn returned to vValneige to take up his
lowly existence there, hHis days were humdrum enough
with the monotony of country lLife, He conducted tne
services of the charch; he taught the childrem oI the
village: he wes Iriend and adviser to all, Theun one
winter night he was calied to the bedside of a dying
woman, ihe aistaunce to be traversed was long, and the
night wag bitterly cold, but tae pfieethood had
taught him to overcome such obstacles with a willing

8pirit. The woman, he was tolid, had been on her way
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to italy when her tsiling health gave way, snowing
her death to be imminent, she was calling earpestiy
Ior 8 coniessor, Upon their arrival at the house
-ahe was still tossing impatientiy on the bed, Joceiyn
approached, and, drawing the curtsins aside, gazed
into tne face o1 Laurence coutorted with pain, She
had raiied %o recognize nim. 1he counression or her
8ine Iell Irom ner Lipe with feverish esgerness, He
heard again tne sound oI her voice &8 she revealed
tnhe secrets oi her lite, He heard with unspeakable
Joy the declaration of her love for Jocelyn,alone,
No longer could he conceal his identity, When she
leerned that it was Jocelyn at her side,her happiness
was complete,and with her last effort she imprinted
8 kiss apon his hand, |

All night long Jocelyn spent at her bedsaside,
nor did he take away hie hand frok her ocold embrace
until morning came, Because of her request prepara-
tione were made to take the body to the Grotte des
Aigles for burial, Jocelyn, himself, accompanied the
funeral proceseion along the familiar path, snd saw
Leurence placed near her father on the mountain side.

Returning to his duties at Valneige, he sought
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to live a life of holy expiation that through his
efforts the sins of Laurence might be forgiven, His
days were busy with serving others, Especially did

he toil faithfully when an epidemic of the plague
called every able-bodied person to tend the sick,.As

he ministered among the affliocted and read the services
for the dead, he prayed that he, too, m;ght die., The
Epilogne tells us that not long afterward his earthly
life ended, and & third grave was dug in the Grotte

des Aigles,

This priest with hie patient spirit and with
his soul completely resigned to the hardships which
God had seen fit to put in his way arouses in one the
highest admiration, The greastnese of his love was
only equaled by his profound piety., The strength of
charscter that enabled him to repeatedly sacrifice
himeelf for others is truly inspiring, Small wonder
that he hee held such an attrection for persons of

delicate tastee and keen sensibilities,
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IV. MOBELS FOR JOCELYR

DUMOKET AS JOCELYN

Having followed with sympathetic interest the
detaile of Jocelyn's sad existence, one turns eager-
ly to see if 1life had held up to the poet a model
palsing with the blood of human vitality, Must the
prieat as a creation of fiction live only in the
realm ¢f imagination, or can he be drawn nearer to
our hearta by the realisstion that he has really met
the problems of 1ife? The graphic style of the narra-
tive suggests an intimacy between the poet and his
hero, but it in itself can hardly lead us farther
when we take into account the powerful force of
Lemertine's imagination, Shall we then pry deeper
into prosaic records with the unrelenting curioceity
of the twentieth century, daring to brave whatever
dieillusionmant the facte may bring?

It i8 nataral in such an enquiry to turn for
informetion to the poet himeelf, Lamartine has not
been silent concerning the identity of Jocelyn, )
Rather hie volubility on the sabject has led to some
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confusion, and furnished ample ground for extended
controversy. It may be well to consider his various
assertione concerning the true character incorporsted
into hie hero, together with the less partial judge-
mente of distinguiehed orities,

Among Lamartine’s notes on "Jocelyn" is found
this etatement couched in worde that have an authori-
tative ring: "Jocelyn, comme je 1l'ai dit ailleurs,
n'est point une invention, o'est presque un récit,
Son nom, dans la vie réelle et dans la mémoire de
mon emitié, est 1'abbé D---, ocuré de B---. Je détache
la page que je lui ai consacrée dans les "Confidences",
et je la place ici comme le fac-simile de la vérité
de ce poeme, C'est le dessin su erayon et éana cadre
du portrait poétique de Jocelyn, Il ne differe que
par cette couleur qui est le jour et la teinte dn
loo.venir."6

The prieat here mentioned as honored by the
friendship of Lamartine and immortalized by his
poetic fanoy was the abbe Damont, oure of Bussieres,

Doubt surronds the birth and early life of the priest,

6.0euvres Com latea de Lamartine,"Jocelyn"™,
Tome Qusastrieme, Paris,MDCCCLX, . P.453
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Maurice Levaillant eays,"Fils de la servante du

‘oure Destre, et filleul de ce dernier, Antoine-Francois

Damont naquit a la care de Bnaaiarea le 29 juin 1764,

et y moarut en Janvier 1832“.7 M,Teatot-Ferry after an

examination of parish records in the little towmn of

Bussiores ssserts that on June 29,1767 "L'abbe Prancoie

Damont, le heros de Jocelyn de Lamartine” "naquit a la

oure de Buesieres, fils légitime de Philippe Dumont

et de Msrie Charnay (meriée le 16 février 1763)

oultivateara et tous deax su service.du curé Destre.”
"Philippe Dumont et Marie Charnay avaient eu

an fils ainé,Antoine.Frangoia ne le 24 juillet 1765, ¢

qui eut pour parrain le curé Antoine-Francoie Destre,."
Pierre de Lacretelle refers to the deep.roofed

opinion among the people of Bueeieres that the

abbe Damont was the illegitimate son of Destre and

his servant, They would thue explain the unasaual in-

terest shown by Deetre in his education of the dboy,

the assumption of responsibdilities not oonnected with

. 9
hie position as god-father,

7.Maurice Levaidlant,"Lamartine, Qeuvres Choisies”
Librairie A.Hatier,Paris,1926 P.o87
8,4lbéric Cehmet,"La Vérité Sur Jocelyn™( D'apres les
doouments de M.,Alfred Testot-Perry) Revue Bleue,
Sommaire du 21 avril,1928, Ko,8, 66e sunée p.226
9,F, de Lacretelle,"Les QOrigines et la Jeunesse
de Lamartine" ,Hachette et Cie,,Paris 1,152
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But we tarry undujly over conflioting details
of records often none too carefully kept, That the
young Damont wae reared and instrncted by the curé
Destre, that he served as choir boy, &8 witness, and
aometimes ae god-father is fairly well established
by the documents of M.Teatot-?orry.loP. de Lacretelle
informe us that the bishop of M8con during s visit to
the psrish was so struck by the beauty end aptitude of
the child that he took him to the bishopric ag secre-
tary.IISuoh advantages must have given him an education
very superior to his mmble station,

That the boy was 8o influenced by his training,
environment, and friende as to take the holy vows
before the Revolution is doubtful, P, de Lacretelle
writes,"il n'était nullement entré dans les ordres
svant la Revolution, comme l's préetendu 1'abbé Chsumont
apréa Lsmartine, et on cherchersit immtilement trace de
son serment & la constitution eivile dn olerge ou de

aon emprisonnement comme non assermenté. Il fut libre

pendant ls Terreur et dans tous les actes le concernant

7/ I 4 ~
10,4Alberic Cshuet,”Le Verite Sur Jooelyn"(D'apres les
documente de M,Alfred Testot-Ferry( Revae Bleue,
Sommeire dn 21 Avril,1928, Lo.8, 66e Année. P.226
11,P, de Lacretelle,"les Origines et la Jeunesse de
Lamartine"” ,Hachette et Cie,,Psris, P. 149
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de 1791 & 1795 il est simplement qualifié de négoci-
ant en vins a Bussieres, se montrant partout et
nallement 1nqu16t6."12

Damont's later entrance into holy orders has
8 hint of the dramatic in it, a suggestion which is
heightened by Lamartine’s assertion that he,"qui
avait hesité jusque-1s entre le monde et 1'Eglise,
sentit finir tout a coup 8es irresolutions en
apprénant le marjage de la jeune fille," "Il entra
dans un seminaire ssns regarder derriere 1ui.“15

The story of his unfortunate love is linked
with the nsme of Jacqueline-marguerite Michon de
Pierreclasu, the youngest of four daughters, Being
@ royalist of stsunch conviction,"qui ne cachsit pas
gon antipathie contre les Jacohinﬁ' 14Dumont was
ever welcome at the chitesu of Pierreclsu. According
to Lamartinelge was present 2t the time the chatesu
was taken by the insurgents, Despairing of escape the

family made a supreme effort to save the young

12,P, de Lscretelle,"Les Origines et la Jeunesse de

Lamartine’ Hachette et Cie,,Paris p. 183
13.Qenvres CQmplétea de Lamartine,"Les Confidences®

Tome Vingt-heuvieme,raria MDCCOLXIII P.376
14,.Bd Rod,"Lemartine™,Leoene,0udin et Cie.,

Paris, 1894 P. 124

15, Oeuvres Completee de Lamartine,"Les Confidences™
Tome Vingt-Newuvidme,Psris,MDCCCIXIII P.366-376



33

daughter, 8 child of sixteen years, from the horrors
of prieson and possibly death, Dressed as a boy, the
better to conceal her identity, Marguerite de Pierreclau
was entrusted to the care of 1%abbé Damont, They
esoaped from the chiteau by a secret paseage and
headed by round-about and obsoure reads towards the
little village where lived the sunt of Marguerite,
This aunt, however, had also fallen into the hands of
the Revolutioniats because of her aristocratic eon-
victions, Lamartine affirms Mlle de Pierreclan and
Damont were tlus foreced to take refuge in the moun-
tain nt of a poor womaﬁ formerly the nurse of the
young girl.lﬁnanrice Levaillant says,"Damont sauva
1'une ded ses filles, suspecte aux Jacobins de la
region, en la cachant dans les bois et dans un grenier
do preabytére."lvBe that a8 it may, for more than a
year the exiles lived together, During that time
their Iriendship had deepened into love and had given
birth to a child, Little ie known concerning its fate

except Lamartine®’s estatement that ™la pauvre nourrice

16,0euvres Complétes de Lamartine,"Les Confidences"
Tome Vingt-Lieuviéme,Paris,MDCCCLXIII p. 370

17 Maurice Levaillant,®Lamartine,Qeuvres Choisies
Librairie A, Hatier,Paris,1925 p.b88




élevait un orphelin avec ses propres enfants, Cet
enfant avait du linge un peu {éua fin que le linge
de chanvre de ces montagnes,”™ M,Testot-Ferry does
little to clear up the situation when he writes,"lsa
tradition cqnservée dane quelques anciennes familles
du pays, voudrait qu'il ait eté mis en nourrice
dans la vallée de Serriéres, et qu'il ait eu ile bon
egprit de mourir Jenna."lg |

The end of the Terror saw the end of bhappi-
nese tfor Dumont snd Mlle, de rierreclau., "@uand
spres Thermidor, la Révolution ouvrit lea portes de
sea gedles, ls comtesse de Pierreclan refuss de
reconnaitre les serments échangée. Traditions et
prejuges revécurent, Une fille de chatelain n'épouse
roint le fils d'un laquais et d*une servante.'zo

The lives thus broken round it difficult to
adjust themselves and sorrow drove each into diver-
gent paths in search of tforgetfulness,"Quelques

années plas tard,Mlle, de Pierreclau épousait un

\
18,0euvrea Completes de Lamartine,"Les Confidences"
Tome Vingt-Neuviéme, Parie,MDCCCLXIII p.375
19.Albéric Calmet,®La Vérité Sur Jocelyn™(D'aprds les
documente de M.Alfred Testot-Ferry) Revue Bleue,
Sommaire du 21 Avril,1988, No.8,66e Année P.229
20,Albéric Calmet,"Le Chitesn de Laurence et la
Tombe de Jocelyn",L'Illustration,Vol,170
(86 pt.2) 8 3'27. P.202
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21
vieillard,M.Antoine Mongesz, benquier & Lyon.® On

the other hamnd “Antoine-Erangoia Dumont fut ordonné
le 7 janvier 17§8220t nommé anssitdt vicaire &
Baseiirea. ol le culte venait de recommencer sous la
direction de l'ancien curé Deatre.‘zamhroagh the
efforts of Madame de Pierrecleu and le curé Destre
the soandai concerning the love affair was largely
checked.

This was none too soon, it seemed, for already
unfavorable reports were filtering into religious
eircles regarding the character of 1'abbe Damont,
"0n ne l'avait edmis dans les ordres qu‘avec une
certaine hesitation et il &tait mal noté.'zéln a
letter to the bishop‘l'abbé Farsud, vicaire général
de M@con, wrote,"l. Dumont est une espéce de houzard

qui dans les temps ordinaires surait 6té paralyeé,

21.Albérie Cahnet,"La Vérité sur Jocelyn™(D'apres les
doeumente de M.Testot-Ferry}Revue Bleue,Sommeire

dn. 21 Avril,1928, no0,8,66e Année P.230
28,P, de Lacretelle,"Les Origines et la Jeunesee de
Lemartine™ ,Hachette et Cie,,Peris, p.154

&3, M,Testot-Ferry gives the following date as the time
of Damont®*s appointment at Bussiéres;"l'sbbé F,Dumont
fut nommé curé desservant justement & EBussiéres
le 24 Frimaire,iAn XI (16 décembre,1802),et peu aprés
ouré de Bussidres et Milly," Revae Bleue,Sommaire
dn &1 Avril,1928, Wo.8,66e Annee pP.227

24,P, de Lgcretelle,"Les Qrigines et la Jeunesse de

Lamertine®,Hachette et Cise,,Paris, P. 1569

Al
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Attendu le besoin qu'on a douvriers, il faut bien
ge reasigner 8 l‘employer, meis mon & Buseieres et
dane les environs ou sa conduite a 6té scandaleuse
et ses Jjactances plue scandaleuses encore."szut

the bishop Moresa, rendered eympatheti# by his early
contact with Dumont end by the repeated petition of
the inhabitants of bussieéres, permitted him to re-
main neer hig understanding and kindly friend,
1*abbe Destre,

' As to the rest of hie life,there is Little
enough to be said,"Il semble g'etre acquitté de ses
fonetions, sinom aana grande conviction du moine aun
gre de ses paroissiens," 26Aa a child of hie century
he was more of a philosopher than a priest and lacked
the profound raith that one expects of a servant of
the cmurch, 48 P, de Lsoretelle says,"™Les mystéres
du chrietienisme qu‘il accomplisseit par honneur et

par conformité avec son etst ne lui semblaient guere

86.,P, de Lacretelle,"Les (rigines et la Jeunesse de
Lamertine” ,Hachette et Cie.,Paria. P.160-1"
( Cee lottrea, qui sont conservées sux archivee épis-
copales d‘Autun, ont 6té communiquéee 2 L'Académie
de nacon per M, le chanoine Muguet, curé de Sully,
2 océs-verbal de La 2ésnce du L0 Janvier 1907)
26.A1b riec Calmet,"La Vérité Sur Jocelyn®™ D'aprde les
documente de M,Alfred Testot-Ferry) Revue Bleue,
Sommaire du 21 Avril, 1928, no8,66e Année P.227
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qu'un rituel sans conséquences; cependasnt, bien gque
son eaprit int inerédule, son ame smollie par 1'in-
fortane etait pieu.se.'a7

L'abbé Damont and le cure Destre opened a
school where the children of the neighborhood might
learn the essentials of the Prench and Latin languages,
Among the pupils was the littile Lamartine who for
three years studied under the tuition of L*abbée Dumont,
But the routine of the clLass room was ill-suited to
bhis restlees spirit end he "repugnant par sa natare
et par son 8ge & cette pédagogie puérile & laguelle
i1 etait condsmné, laissait L3 avec dégoit le livre
et la iérule, et prenant ses chiens en laiesse et son
fusil sur L‘épsule, 8‘échappsit dn presbytere avant
que l'aignille edt marque L heure de la fin iv's
legon. et allait achever La.Journaezgans les champe
et dans les bois de nose montagnes,”

Ces ravoltes et ces crises de déoouragement
etsient fréquentes chez 1‘sbbé Dumonmt et, pour le

Tamener, on voit les moyens qu‘il fallait employer;

27,P, de Lacretelle,"Lee QOrigines et la Jeunesse de
Lamartine® ,Hachette et vie.,Paris, P 150

28,0euvres Complétes de Lamartine,”Les Confidences™
Tome Vingt-ieuviéme,Paris,uDCCCIXIII P.347
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‘lai parler avec douceur et sans trascasserie, ne lui o
faire dire la messe que quand il se oroysit diSpoaé.‘"
Perhaps none understood or knew better how to 8oothe
this unmansgeable epirit then lLamartine, himseif, In
the "Contidencea™ Lamartine says, "lious nous Liames
naturellement ot sans le prévo1r. il nfavait que moi
ssee @i $i pit 8‘entretenir dans ce desert d‘hommes,
des idéee, des livres, des choses de l‘ame qu’il avait
cultivees aveec amour dans a8a %eunesae et dans le
palais de L*éveque de Macon," Ouumonx was pieased to
watch the uniolding of uqmarfine'a young @oul and
Lamartine was atiractied by the restless melancholy of
the priest, They were drawn itogether by their xoyalistiec
viewe and their mutual endurance o finangcial reverses,
8 circumstance moat galiing %o the prieat who “avait
conservé des habitudes de dépense et de luxe."alhater,
when the years had brought Lamartine fame, he did not

Torget nis triend of other days, but "il le re?ut a
32

Saint-Point,l'invita 2 Paris" , and he "ne cessa, sa

29,P, de Lacretelle,"Les Origines et la Jeunesse de
Lamartine" ,Hachette ot Cie,,Paris, p.161
30,0euvres Complétes de Lemartine,®Les Confidences™
Tome Vingt-Neuvieme,Paris,MDCCCLXIII P.349
S1.,P. de Lacretelle,"Les Qrigines et la Jeunasse de
Lamartiune™ ,Hachette et Cie.,Paris, p.162
32,Idem P.166
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vie durant, de payer les dettes de 8on ami comme il
appara?t dans la Correspondance; J'esPBre aller a
la fin de 1'sutomne vous delivrer de vos huiasiera."55

Even until the end of life their friendship
lasted, When fatal illnese waes beginning to take the
gtrength of Dumont, Lamsrtine, hoping to stay ite
progress,”l'avait décidé & sller respirer l'air tiede
de la Provnnoe.“54The priest died, however, in
Japnary,1832, upon his return from this trip. Lamartine
wae heir to many of his most prized posaéssions, aggng
which were hie books, piectures, and his gold watch, "Il
fut inhnmé,le 24 janvier, 1832, 2 1a porte de la sacris-
tie, éﬁ sa tombe servait de marche naga%re encore,
Lamartine y fit graver cette inscription: :

ﬂi la mémoire de Damont, oure de Bussieres et
Milly p;ndant prsa de quarante =ans, né et mort psuvre
comme son divin maitre Alphonse de Lemartine, son ami,

a consacre cette pierre prés de l'église pour perpétuer
o6

parmi le troapeau le souvenir da bon pasteur,”

33,Albéric Cahnet,"Le Chatean de Laurence et la Tombe de
Jocelyn”,L'Illustration,Vol,170 (85 pt.2) S 3'27 p.206
34,J,dee Coignets,"La Vie Intérieure de Lamartine"
Mercure de France,Paris,MCMXIII P.241
35,A1béric Caluet,"La Vérite Sur Jocelyn™(D'aprés les
documents de M.Alfred Testot-Ferry) Revue Eleue,
Sommaire dan 21 Avril,1928, Ko.8,66e Annbe, P.227
36 ,1dem P.2E8
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In summing up his character Mesurice Levaillant
writes,™Irois traits le oaiiyériaentz sa passion pour
la chasse; son g&it des meubles magnifiques et des
objets d'art, qu'il achetait en s'endettant perpétaelle-
ment: eon zéle royaliste, qu'il manifesta plus d'une
fois sous le Directoire et asous I'Empire."vaamartine
says of him, "Tous ses goﬁts etaient ceux d'un gentil-
homme; toutes ses habitudes etaient celles d'un mili-
taire; toutes ses manigres etaient celles d'un homme
du grand monde, Beau de visage, grand de taille, fier
d'attitude, grave et mélancolique de physionomie, il
parlait 3 sa mere aveo tendresse, an cure aveo respeét,
@ nous (ses ecoliers) avec dedain et aupériorité.“sa

Is thie then our Jocelyn? Has Lamartine framed
this character in the beauties of Valneige and the
Grotte dee Aigles? He, himself, has affirmed that it
is so, and many worthy eritice have added their sssent,
Some, as Margueritte-larie, Albeérie Calmet, P, de Lacre-
telle, and E4d Rod, a® the living personification of

Jocelyn, Qthers, among whom are des Coigneta,René Doumic,

&7.Maurice Levaillant,®Lamartine,Qeuvres Choisies"
Librairie A. Hatier,Paria 1926 p.588

38,.,0euvres completes de Lamart1ne,”Les Confidencea™
Tome Vingt-leuviéme,Paris,MDCCCIXIII P.99
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and Leyaillant, see only certain traits of Jocelyn
embodied in this priest, But, perhapes, it will be
more just to allow each to epeak for himself,

Margueritte-lMarie writes in "Le Roman D'Une
Grande Ame","Lamartine, qui le (Dnménf) oonnut in-
timement plus tard, sut apprécier cette nature aéli-
oate et psssionnde, Il conput le mot de l'én%gme de
la vie dn prétre, elle lui ingpire Jocelyn."

Ed Rod admite," & vrai dire la distance est
grand entre 1'humble prétre de petite origine, modests
donx, devoné & son sacerdose et consolé par une foi
vive que le poéme devait immortaliser et son vigour.
eux modéle, plus grand, plus male, avee un ooin de
satanisme.” But he adds,"en psssant & travers ls pure
imeginstion et le noble coeur de Lamartine,l'histoire
de Damont &'est embellie, ennoblie et purifiée. Elle
8 perdu ses traits les plus romanesquea, c¢e qu'elle
avait coupable et par consequent de violent."40

P, de Lacretelle saya of 1'abbe Damont ,"Pluse

tard Lamartine créera sutonr de son ancien maftre une

39 .Margueritte-Marie,"Lemartine"” ,Le Roman d'une Grende
Ame, ,Plon-Liourrit et Cie.,Par1e 1921, P.30
40,Ed Rod "Lamartine".Lecéne,Oadin et Cie.,Paris,
1894, . p.122 & 128
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atmoaphbre de légende et dens les "Nouvellea Confidencesf
soulevers un coin da voile; on sat alors que sa vie
avait servi de theme original sa poémo de "Jocelyn",
meis comme les deux recits n'asllaient pas sens se
contredire fréquemment, il devensit difficile de
deméler quelle etait la part de 1'imagination et
celle de ls réalité."41

Albéric Cahuet saye the true Jocelyn was
1'abbe Antoine-Frangois Damont dont nous parlent les
"Gonfidences™ et qui Joua un grand rdle d'influence
dans la jeunesse du poéte, Son histoire, son caractere
ne farent point tout a fait ﬁenx qui nous apparaissent
dans le romsn, Il fsut ici, comme dsne Raphadl, dé-
pouiller la vérité humaine de sa parure imaginstive.'42
Again in the Revue Bleue M, Calmet concludes,"L'iden-
tification de Laurence avec Mlle, Mergunerite de Pierre-
cleu, comme celle de 1'abbé F.Dumont svee Jocelyn, se
trouve realisee d'une fagon indiscutable par les dooun-

ments, actes, lettres, que M,Alfred Testot-Ferry, de

Baossieres et membre de 1'Académie de Mdcon a réussi &

41,P, de Lacretelle,"Les Origines et la Jeunesse de
Lamartine” ,Hachette et Cie,,Peris, p.148
42 ,Albéric Calmet,"Le Ch@teau de Laurence et la Tombe
de Jocelyn",L'Illustration,Vol,170 (856 pt.2)
s 3'27 . p.202
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decouvrir sprés de longues recherches fructueuses, et
noua sutorise & pu.blier."43

The oritics René Doumic, des Coignets, end
Levaillant do not see in Damont the sole model for
the character of Jocelyn. In a vague way they have
designated M. Antoir and Lemartine, himself, as
sharing with Damont the inspiration for this hero,
Only what they have to 2ay coneerning the curé of
Bugsieres, however, will be noted here, their farther
comments on the subject being reserved for later con-
gideration,

René Doumiec sets down the following in his
“Laﬁartine"; "or Lamsrtine avait a edté de lui et
ietrouvait‘maiée & ses souvenirs d'enfance et de
Jeunesse, la figure romeanesque d'uh prétre,l'abbe
Damont, curé & Bussidres, qui avait eu, a 1'époque
de la Révolution, une aventure,™ "Qne Lamarfine ait
done romance 1'épisode et embelli les figures, il ne
pouvait en etre sutrement., Ce qui nous importe, c'est
d'sbord de constater que Lamartine a conmmn le futur

heros de son poéme; or o'est une loi de son imagina-

43,Alberic Cahuet,"La Vérité Sur Jocelyn™ D'apres les
documents de M,Testot-Ferry) Revue Bleue, Sommaire
dn 21 Avril,1928,L0,8,66e Annee, P.226




tion qu'il ennoblit, magnifie, idéslise tonjours,
mais qu'il n'invente pas de toutes piscea: il &
besoin que ls realité lui fournisse un premier théme,
un minimam de sujot.“4

Maurice Leyaillent credite the identification
of Jocelyn with 1'abbé Dumont in stating Lemartine's
parpose in writing his poem, He saye,"Lorsque 3
1'automne de 1831,1'abbé Dumont lui apparut malade et
dejs marque per la mort, Lamartine se proposa d'eorire
gson "Journal®™ en préaantant de ses sentimentes et de
ga vie une transposition poétique.”45

More than all the others, perhape, M,d, dea Coignets
belittles the importance of Dumont in the role of Jocelyn,
It 18 true he writes,"Lamartine mettant le cemble par
son génie aux bons offices de son amitié,(namont) 1"im-
mortalisa sous le nom de Jooelyn.“463nt wherein liea the
worth‘of this assertion when he states,"Presque tout ce
gui eongerne l‘abbé mmont est Taux; gquanda iLe jeuns

Damont a"prit‘ie klle, de Plerreclam,il n’etait paea

entré dens les ordres et le poete, on ne sait trop &

44 ,Rene Doumic,"Lamartine™, Librairie Hachette et Cile,,

Paris P.146 & 148
45 .Mesurioe Levaillant "Lamartine,Qeuvres Choisies”
Libreirie A, Hatier, Paris 1945 P.588

46,4, des cOigneta,“La Vie Interieure de Lamartine™
Mercure de Franoe MCMXIII,Paris, P.66
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quelle intention, s chargé ioi d'une faute dont il
etait innoocent son héeroe- qui n'en avait guere besoin,
En outre, le cure de Bussieree, agite, depenmsier,
ind‘vot, grand chagseur et colleoctionneur de bibelote,
ne ressemble gudre & 1'evangeligue et illumine oure de
valneise.'¢7

That 1'abbée Dumont served as the inspirstion
for Lamartine®’s Jocelyn aeeme to he quite gemerally
aoccepted, and ocertainly the facts in the life of eaoh
show many points of similarity., Both exiled by the
disturbances of the revolution had had thrust upon
them the responsibility of caring for a young woman of
the nobility. Both found the weight of thies duty light-
ened by the power of love, To both oame the Joy of
kpowing their love returned, and then the sudden loss
of that which they held dear, Here events slightly
vary, Jocelyn waa torn from his beloved by the desper-
ate need of a bishop for e confessor, Damont, by the
ountraged dignity of an aristocretic family, Thus both
entered the priesthood driven by forces working con-

trary %o their imnner desiree., Both saw their loved one

47.J des Coignete,"La Vie Intérieure de Lamartine”
Mercure de France ,MCMXIII,Paris, P.240
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married to a husband advanced in yesrs, but £ind, wealthy,
and influential, To Jocelyn was given the opportunity
of seeing Laurence agaixn in Paris, of being present

at her death, and of sssisting st her burial, The
history of Dumont here offers no parallel, but it is
not the only discrepancy that occure between the two
gtories, The early scenes of the firet and seeond
ﬁpOQuea that depict the home life of the young
Jogelyn, and relate his sacrifice for his sister,

his leaving for the seminary, and hie 1ife while
there, are inexplicable from the view point of the
Damont history., Equally confusing are attempts to
explain the entrance of Jocelyn into holy orders
before his love affair, when records of Dumont's ordi-
nation show the contrary, The plot of"Jocelyn™ showe
clearly, however, its dependance upon the history of
Dumont*e life,

Does the same resemblance show itself in the
characters of Jocelyn and Damont as has manifested
1teelt'1n the narratives of their lives? Do they
enjoy the same pleasures, share the same hopes, and
meet their duties in the same manner?

Perhaps one of the most interesting traits,
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common to the two characters was their lqve of ani-
mals, Damont was very fond of his dogs, He liked to
‘have them near him at his home, on his walks, and
in the bunt, They romped in the yard while their
master worked during the twilight hours over the
plente in his gasrden, Lemartine, who paid ifrequent
visits to the abbé in order to while away the list-
less evenings, speaks of them,"Les chiens qui me
connaissaient n'‘aboysient plus, Ils semblaient
m'sttendre a heure fixe sur le gemuil, Ils me flai-
raient avec des battements de gqueue, des frissons
de poil et des bonds de Joie, Lls couraient devant
moi comme pour svertir la maison de l'arrivee du
Jeune ami.'4BWhen the monotony of priestly duties
oppressed ﬁim, or the restlessness of his unsatis-
fied soul drove him into action, Damont found no
companions quite so sympathetic a8 his dbgs.|ﬂa
would sometimes disappear with them into the woods
for daye at a time, Lamartine writes sgain,™Nos
rencontres étaient trequentes: le dimanche a 1'église;

las autres Jjours dans les sentiers du village, dans

48,0euvres Uomplates de Lamartine,"Les Confidences®™.
Tome Vingt-sewvieme,MDCCCLXIII,Paris P.352
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les buis ou dans les genéte de la montagne, J'enten-
deis de me fenStre 1*appel de ses chiens oonranta."49

Jocelyn found an enimal’s companionship s
thing to be prized. 1he roe which had been induced
to remain with Laurenece and him in the Grotte des
Aigles was indeed a welcome guest, It plessed him
to see the charming animal welcome his return from
s stremous day of hunting., Daring the illmess of
Lasurence it wae allowed to eleep near the young girl
that it might share with her the warmth of ite body.
Such a liberty would hardly have been granted save
to a pet, trusted and Loved, But it had proved it-
self worthy of such a trust, for it had led Jocelyn
to the spot where Leurence had fallen, wounded and
half frozen,

Jooelyn spesks, also, with affection of his
dog, ae the companion of many ét his walke, Later,
when life had ebbed into the monotonoue existence of
Valneige, he found in his dog a friemd true and.ever
faithful, When others had failed him, when Lsurence

was lost to him, when his mother had died, and his

49.0euvree complites de Lamartine,"Les Confidences™
Tome Vingt-Keuvidme,MDCCCLXIII,Paris, p.349
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friends hed drifted away, his pet still remained to

cheer the weary hours, Une eseily pictures the bitter-
eweetpness of the homecoming deseribed below:

"Le chien seul en jappant g'elanca sur mes pas,

Bondit sutour de moi de Joie et de tendresse,

Se roula sar mes pieds enchainé de caresse,

Léchant mes meins, mordant mon habit,mon soulier,

Sauteant du eeuil au 1lit, de la chaise au toyer,

F8tant toute la chambre et semblant aux murs méme,

Par ge® bonds et see eris, annoncer ce qu‘il asime:

Puie, eur mon ss¢ poudreux & mes piede etenda,

Me couva d‘un regard dans le mien suspendu,

Mais ce regard &i doux, 8i triste de mon chien,

Fi% monter de mon coeur des larmee dane le mien,

J*entourai de mes bras son cou gonfld de joie;

Des gouttes de mes yeux roulérent sur sa soie:

"0 pauvre et seul ami, viens, lui dis-je,eimons-nous!
Car partout ou Diew mit deux coourse,e’'aimer eet doux!g
Por the quiet houre of leisure both Damont and

docelyn turned to the enjoyment of books, The cure of

60,Lamartine,"Jocelyn",Librairie Hachette,1921,Parie p,240-1
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Buesidres had developed literary tastes little suited
to hie religions calling. He had in his library such
booke as those of Plato,Cicero,Seneca,Féneblon,
Bossuet,Voltaire, and xonsseau, Many s delightful
evening was spent with Lamartine, reading and dis-
ouseing selections of these suthors, There was a freguent
exchange of books between these friende, s practice
undoubtedly responsible for the deepening of their
friendship, L'sbbé Dumont, however, had no liking for
poetry, and omnly rarely gave himself over to the
reading of verse, "De la parole ecrite, il n'appréciait
que le sens et trés-peu la misigue. Il n'était pas

doué de cette espoce de materiaslité intellectuelle

qni associe, dans la poBte, une sensation harmonieuse

8 une idée ou & un sentiment, et qui lui donne auseei
une double prise sur 1"homme par lL'oreille et par
l‘eaprit.“alcertain works he was forced to read through
the obligationa of his office, but he did so with
reluctance and evidmnt distaste, Among these were the
"Génie du Christianieme" by Chateaubriand, the writings

of M, de Bonald, of M, de Lamennaie, of M, Frayssinocus,

bl,.0eunvres 00mp13tea de Lamartire,"Lea Confidences™
Tome Vingt-Neuviéme , MDCCCLXIII,Paris. P.356
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and of the cardinsl de Beausset, He praised their
etyle, admired their genins, but did not adopt their
ideas,
docelyn nad little in common with Damont when

it came to the selection of booke, In his youth,
before he had left home for the seminary, he wae
very fond of the touching story of Psul and virginia,
and was an ardent disciple of (ssian, His enthousiaam
for the poet is seen in the following verseasa:

®"Oagian: Ossian! lorsque plue Jjeuwne encore
‘Je rovais des brouillarda et des monts d4'Inistore:
Quand tes vere dans le coeur et ts harpe & la mein,
Je m'enfoncais l'hiver dane des bois sane chemin,
Gune J'écoutais siffler dans la bruyére grise,
Comme 1'ame des morts, le soutfle de la bise,
Que mes cheveux fouettaient mon front, que les torrente
Harlant d‘horreur sux bords des gouffres dévorants,
Précipit‘n dn eiel sur le rocher gqui fume,
Jetaient iuaqu'; mon front leurs sris et leur éenmo?s

Later, when yeara of devotion hed led his mind

into graver channela, his breviary was hia consetant

b%,Lamartine,"Jocelyn™,Librairie Hechette,1921,Paris, p.28-
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companion, ke carried it with him as he passed Irom
house to house in the little village of valneige,
and it wae close at hend in his barren little bed-
room, Other booke that treced the story of bhumanity
in its slow development he, also, read, He was Iond
of reading in the open air, under the blue skies, or
lying in the shelter of a tree, This was hardly like
1'abbé Dumont who went into the Iields only to hunt
or exercise his vigorous, young body.
Jdocelyn enjoyed expounding to others the wia-
dom he had obtained from his study of books., He sayes.
PEt J'instruis les enfants du village, et les heures
ane Je passe avec eux sont pour moi les meilleu.ret;Ea
te felt keenly the high calling of the teadher
to hand down the traditions of the past, the truths,
incomplete as they are, of generation after generation,
hor did he confine his lesaons to the learning of
faots piled up in the text book, but often he Led the
clase éut into the country to find what Lessons God

had set forth in nsture,

63.Lamartine,"Jdocelyn” ,Librairie Hachette,1921,Peris, p.270
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How different was the attitude of L'sbbé Dumont
towsrd the classes which he and (e ocuré Destre neld
in the iittle sehool st Bneaiéroe. In regsrd to his
papile he 1telt no particular obligation, but rather
locked down upon them with superiority and disdain.
Levaillant notea thie characteristic of Damont when
he writes,"Quant 8 l'enfant (Lemartine) il se sentait
1mpreaeianhs par les manieéres ; la 1ois affablea et
hautasines de ce pratro.'54numont'a heughty and unruly
abirit chaffed at the restrains of the ciase roam,
and when the restless mélancholy of his soul became
unbearable, he dismissed his classes to meek peace -
in the fields, -

Although 1:abbé Damont hed a whole-hearted
dislike Ior the profession of teaching, he yet re-
tained the highnest respect and admirastion for the
instruetore of his youth, L'abbé bestre and thne
bishop of uQcon. who had shown an ummeual interest
in the boy, were always held in the greatest esteem
by hip., Hie veneration for L*abbe bDesire is apparent

even in his will when he wrote,™Mon frgre gardera

b4 .Msurice Levaillant,"Lemartine,yeavres Choisiea™
Librairie A, Hetier,Peris, 1925 P. 16
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avec goin les trois couverts d‘argent dont je suis
proprietaire, par respect pour is mémoire de
M, Antoine-?rangoie besgtre, gnoien ouré de huaeiérea,
dont je les siens., mon freére ne doit jsmais oublier
que ce respectablie minietre de la religion fut notre
instituteur et notre bieniaiteu.r."55
docelyn Tfelt se Dumont a great reverence 1ior
the men who had been his priest and teacher at the
seminary beifore the Hevolution had torn them apart.
when word was carried to him in the @rotte dea Aigles
that the o0ld man was celling for & member of hié
flock, docelyn couid not rind it in his hesrt to re-
fuse thne summons, although he was leaving in the un-
guarded soilitude of the mountains the being whom he
loved best in the worid, and although every step ot
his Jjourney was paved with mortal danger to himseif,
"Pouvais-je résister & la voix du pasteur
'Qui de ma pauvreté g8e it ie protecteur,
ii'acoueillit tout enfant parmi Les saints Lévitee,
n*y chérit entre tous, non pas pour mes mérites,
wais pour mon absndoun, et Iut dsne Le saint lieu

b6
A
Mon maitre,mon ami, mon pEra selon Dieu?"

55.Albériec vshuet ,"La vérité sur Joceiyn“(D'apres Les
documents de m.Alfred restot-rerry) Revae sleue
Sommaire du 2i Avril,ly28.k0.8,66e Année p.228

06, Lamartine,"Jocelyn" ,Bibrairie hachette,lY2l,Paris p, 139
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it is to be noted that the rirst acect of Jocelyn
upon entering the cell of the priest waes to fail upon
his kpnees, an sct oi submission, worship, and rever- |
ence,

The manner in which Jocelyn responded to the
bishop's cell was indiocative not omly of his great
love for the priest, but also of a natural courage
hidden in his character that manifested itself in
the time of crieis, The journey to the prison was omne
of constant dread of recognition, for his diesguise
once penetrated, nothing ocould save him from the un-
happy fate to which the bishop had been condemned.
The realization of this danger had not turned him
from his purpose, however, He showed the same bold-
ness of apirit in rescueing Lsurence and her father,
In leading them to his cave he was exposing himself
to attack by their pursuera, Worse still, he was re-
vealing his place of hiding, On this occasion he was
risking hia life, not for a friend, but for two
strangers, lio obligation was driving him to their
assiatance, giving him power to face danger for their
sakes, The true strength of his courage is fimely

measured here,
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Dumont showed a like fortitude in handling
precarioue situations, It wes a test of his mettle
to ask him to save a young girl of the pobility from
a beseiged ch8tesu, to escort her acroses the country,
to be responsible for her safety, Even to be suspected
of royalistioc tendencies was in those days justifica-
tion for severe treatment, but what would have been
the consequences if one had been caught aiding the
escape of a member of the nobility? He would have
been sent to the guillotine, perhaps, Dumont knew
the dire results of failure, but,nevertheless, un-
heesitating he accepted the commiesion. One can well
credit the truth of M., Testot-Ferry's statement
when he wrote,"Il est & ls fois discret et actif,
courageux et pru.dent."57

Well had Dumont end Jocelyn need of s stsunch
courage, being as sympathetic as they were with the
royalist csuse, Dumont's intimaeey with the family
of Pierreclan was largely the result of a similarity
of political viewe, But for that, he undoubtedly
would not have been present at the taking of the

67.4l1béric Cahnet,"Le Ch8tesu de Leurence et la tombe
de Jocelyn",L'Illustration,Vol,170 (86 pt 2)
s 3'27 P.202



57

ohftean, and hence woald not have become involved in
the affairs of Margnerite de Pierreclau, Ed Rod says,
"L'abbe Dumont otait alors un jeune prétre 3nor31Que
ét combatif, qui ne cachait pas son antipathie contre
les Jacobins, Il s8'était lie avec le fils d'un vieax
gentilhomme du Foresz dont le chitesu etait un nid
de conspirateurs royaliatea.“sanumont went so far as
to establish in 1816 a cuetom of celebrating yearly
on Jamnary 21 the memory of Louis XVI, At that time
he read to his congregation le"Testament du Jjuste",
de"1'auguste viotime."59

h Jocelyn, as Dumont and as most of the clergy,
placed his hopef in the strength of the Royal House,
Church and throne had lohg gone hend in hand, and
when a definite break forced the clergy into a poli-
tical decision, their stand was taken with that party
which had rendered itself friemdly through years of
agssociation, Jocelyn felt only disgust and repugnance
at the course his liberty-seeking ecompatriots had
followed, His sttitude i8 fairly well discerned in the
following pasasgei

68,.Ed Rod,"Lamertine”,Lecéne,Oudin et Cie,,Paris,1894 P,124
69.P, de Lacretelle,"Les Origines et la Jeunesse de
Lamartine™,Librasirie Hachette et Cie,,Paris,191l P.158



"Le peuple, enfant eruel gqui rit en detruisant,

Qui n'éprouve jamais sa force gu'en brisant,

Et qui, esuivent 1l'instinct de son brutal génie,
60

le comprend le pouvoir que par la tyrsnniel™

We haye seen thaet in cerisin respects Jocelyn
and Dumont are alike, but the fundamental difference
in their ocharacters is brought out clearly in their
reaction to the great unhappiness that befell them,
Jocelyn sought epiritual consolation, and found
peace in complete resignation to the will of God.
His life was not wearied with idle and unavailing
struggles to obtain hie desire by driving his own
will againat that of a Divine Purpose, Rather he
lost himself in & larger Personality, and stifled
his longings in trying to satiefy those of others
in hie little psrish of Valneige, For the present,
he had no hope, but he had a superb confidence that
he would find his loved one, later, in Heaven,

"Sa vie,
Quoique troublée au fond, ne parut point tarie;

Elle continua de couler doucement,

60,Lemartine,"Jocelyn™ ,Librairie Hachette,1921,Paris

P.33
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Sans devancer Jamais sa pente d'un moment,
Bt sans rendre son esn plus troublé ou plus ameére
Pour celui qui regsrde ou gui s'y desaltére;
La douleur gu'elle roule etait tombée au fond,
" Je ne soupgounais pas méme un 1it se profond
Iul signe de ratigue ou d'une sme blessée
Ne trehissait en lui la mort de la penaée:
Son front, gquoigue un peu grave, était toujours sereix
On n'y pouvait réver la trace d'un ohagrin
@'an pli que la douleur laisese dane le sourire,
A la compasaion plus tendre qu'il respire,
Au timbre de sa voix ferme dans sa langueur,
Qui repondait 8i juste sux fSlures du coeur.
Il se fit de la vie une plas male idée;
Sa douleur d'un seul trait ne l'avait pas vidée;
Meis, adorant de Dieu le seveére dessein,
Il sut la porter pleine et pure dans son sein,
Et, ne se hatant pas de la r‘pandre toute,
Sa resignation 1'épancha goutte & goudte,
Selon la circonstance et le besoin dfautrai,

61
Pour tout vivifier sur terre auntour de lui,”

61,Lamartine,"Jocelyn",Librairie Hachette,1921,Paris p,.3l!
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What of Dumont? He,too, had turned to the
chnroh ss a way out of his trouble, but he had found
no reet, He wes more of a philosopher than a Christianm,
and the rituales of the order, though respected highly
by him, had little personal meaning, His days were
tormented by periods of revolt against the lot fate
had cset for him and periods of discouragement as
he looked into the monotonous future of his yearas,
"En apprenant & le connaitre mieux, Lamartine devait
trouver en lui une 2me plus revoltée que soumise,
inelinee 8 la pi‘té par des infortunes paaaéea, cap-
ahio d'attendrissement, d'exaltation mee, mais par
volonte et aéna parvenir jamaia e se briser dans la
foi."eane sought to tire out his studbborn spirit by
the ardors of the munt, or he loocked for refresh.-
ment to the material beauty of his art treasures,
Again he turned to the novelists of the day for the
vicarious enjoyment of pleasures he might never
know again, or the philosopheras whose groping souls
held communion with his,

The atriking ditference of the two men seems

62,E4 Rod,"Lamartine™,Lecéne,0udin et Cie,,Paris,1894 p.123
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to be cesught particularly well in the deseriptions
that have come down to ua of their homes, that is,
especially of their priyate apartments, These rooms
which have sheltered them through the years have
known their secret agonies and ecstasies, They have
imbibed the essence of their personalities as a violin
whose fiber is saturated with the harmonies of an
old master, The room of Jocelyn shows an almost ascetic
bareneas, relieved only by the evidences of his faith,
"C'est celle dont le mar a'éclaire du couchant,
-Tn gais que pour le soir j'ens toujours du penchant,
Qie mon &me un peu triste a besoin de lumiére,
Qe le jour dans mon coeur entre par ma paupisre,
Et que j'simais tout jeune & boire avec les yeux
Ces derniéres lueurs qui l'éteignent sux cieux,
La chaise ou Je m'assieds, la natte 6& Je me ecouche,
Le table ou je t'éoris, 1'3tre ou fume une souche,
Mén breéviaire vetu de sa robe de pesau,
Mes gro& souliers :erréa, mon baton. mon chapesu,
Mes livres péle-méle entassés sur leur planche,
Et les fleurs dont l‘sutel se pare le dimanche,

De cet espace etroit sont tout 1'smeubliement,

Tout.: oh noni j'oubliais son divin ornement,
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Qui surmonte tout seul mon humble cheminée,
Ce Christ, les bras ouverts et la tote ineclinbe
Cette image de bois du Ma?tre que Jje sers,
Céleste ami, qui seul me peuple ces déserts;
Qui, lorsque mon regard le visite 8 toute heure,
Me dit ce que j'attends dans cette Qpre demeure,
Et recevant souvent mes larmes sur ses pieds,
Fait resplendir sa paix dans mes yeux easuyéa.”65
The room of Dumont, on the contrsry, as
P, de Lacretelle says, resembles more the nest of
lovers then the presbytery .of a country prieat.64'Les
mars en eteient mae et crépis seulement de cheux
blanche éraillée par les clous qu'il y svait fichés

pour suspendre ses iusils, ses couteaux de chasse,

" ges veates, 8es Iourniments et quelques gravures en-

cadrées de sapin représentant la captivité de Louis XVI

et de 8s famille au Temple, ....... On ne voyait, dun
reste, sur cee murs on sur la cheminée aucun attri-
bat de son miniatsre, ni bréviaire, ni crucifix, ni

imeges de ssint ou de sainte, ni vOtements sacréas.

—

63.Lamartine,"Jocelyn"”,Librairie nachette,1921,Paris, p.194

64.P, de Lacretelle,™lLes QOrigines et la veunesse de
Lamartine”,Librairie Hachette et Cie,,Paris, 1911

P.163
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I1 relégusit tout cela dans ses sacristie, sux soins
de son somneur de c¢lochea, Il ne voulait pas que
rien de son égliae le aaiv?t dans sa maison et lui
rappelat sa servitude et ses liens, Riem ne faisait
souvenir qu‘il était cure de village, 81 ce n‘est
une petite table bolteuse relégaée dans un coin de
la chambre, sur laquelle on voyait un registre des
naissances et des déoae. et dee boites de dragéee
cerclées de rubana bleus ou roses, que 1'on donne,
aux rianoailles et aux baptémes, su ministre de ces
saintes o'ere'm’oniee."65

The striking difference that separates the
two chasracters has been apparent even to those eritiecs
who favor the identification of Jocelyn with Dumont,
and they have attempted to explain the discrepancy
by attributing it to the imagination of Lemartine,
The romantic imagination tends to ennoble, to magnify,
to idealize all that it touches, apmd so covers all
with the glamour of truth that it is diificult to
eay,"This is reality, thies is tfietion," The imagina-

tion-oi Lamartine,then,has raised the drama of Dumont

66.0euvrea Complétes de Lamertine,"lLes Confidences"
Tome Vingt-keuviéme MDCCCILXIII,Paris, PP.353-4
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to “une idylle ou il y a plus de douleur que de
paasion.‘éemhat this imaginstive force has been a
great power in fashioning the chasracter of Jocelyn

is undeniable, but exaetly how mash of docelyn’'s per-
gonality is due to its influence and how much is due
to the influence of other models cannot be determined
without a careful study of these other tfactors, Let

u8 now consider another socurce of inspiration that

may have aided Lamartiné in developing his hero,

LAMARTIKE AS JQCELYE
In the "Confidencea™ Lamartine writes,"Jd'ai
peint dans'Jdocelyn’ sous le nom d*un personnage ima-
ginsire, ce que j'ai éprouvé moi-méme de chaleur
d*8me conteme, d'enthousiasme pieux répandn en élance-
ments de penaées. en épanohementa et en Larmes d'ado-
ration devent Dieau, pendant ees brulantes ag?éea

d*'adolescence, dans une maison retigieuse,” Sending

his poem to virieu he wrotejC'est toi et moi peints

66.Ed Rod,"Lamartine®,Lecéne,vudin et Cie.,Paris,1894 p,128
67.0euvres Completes de Lamartine,"Les Confidences"
Tome Vingt-Neuviéme,MDCCCLXIII,Paris, P.113
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N 68
a 16 ans,”

The references pertain to the experiences of
the suthor during hie enrollment at the Collége de
Belley, Following Lamartine's stay at the school in
Lyon, a stay rendered more or less troublesome to
his pasrents by his homesickness, his continual scheming
to secure a vacation, and his final running away with
eeveral school mates, Madame de Lamartine led the
reluctant student to the educational institution
maintsined by the Jesuite at Belley. The school had
been closed in 1792 due to the refusal of the clergy
Yo take the oath to the civil constitution, and had
Juat been reopened by the "péres de la ¥oi™ in
January, 1803, Ten months later, on.October"27,1803,
Lamartine entered Belley for a stay of four years,
leaving the school on Jammary 17,1808, "Comme il sou-
tint sa thése de phildsophie en septembre 1807, on
peat en dédnire qu‘il débuta par la troisiome
(novembre, 1803~ septembre,l1804), fit ea seconde de
1804 & 1805, et ss rhétorique de 1805 & 1806, Ouant
gu premier trimeste de 1‘année scolaire 1807-1808 on

ne ssit trop ce qu‘il devait y travailler; peut-8tre

68 .Maurice Levaillant,"Lamartine,yeuvres Choisiea™
Librsirie A, Hatier,Paris, 1920 , P.589
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quelques études preparatoires de droit et de mathé-
matiques.'eg

Alihough possessed of a brilliant mind, Lamartine
applied himsel: indiiterentiy to his studies so that
the iathers had often cause Ior complaiht. Yet upon
his return to M8con in 1806 his mother writes of him,
"j1 revient charge de premiers prix et de eouronnes,
discourse irancaie, version latine, poesie 1atine.'7o
He was too impatien% of detailed work to have s great
liking foxr the sciences, Laborious translstion tired
him, and it was not until his linguistie skill be-
came such that he could readily grasp ideas that
languagee, either ancient or modern, attracted him,
He says,"De ce jour la Littératare, jusque L& maudite,
me parut.un plaisir un peu chéremernt aoheté, msis qui
valait mille fois la peine qu'on nous imposait pour
1‘aequ$rir."71

But it wag8 not the knowledge that Lamartine
aoquired at Belley that so greatly affected his character,

Rather it was the Iriendships he made with the pro-

69.P, de Lacretelle,"Les Originees et La Jeunesse de

Lamartine” ,Hachette et Cie.,Paria. pPp.181-182
70Le Séjour de Lemartine 2 belley ,Par un Belleysan
1892 p.158

71.Id9m Pe 74
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fessors and students, the general stmosphere of the
religious school and its enviromment. Father néguet
wa® Ior three years his instructor and always his
favorite teacner, "C'était un prétre de bonne com-
pagnie et d‘eatimabte carscteére, qui n'avait du
prétre que i‘habit et la vertu, mais qui, danse tout
le reste, éteit un homme au monde.'72He conducted
his olsss with a genial mumor that made the course
a real pleasure, nis Tatherly intereat in the boys
led them into his contidence ard 8aved him the ne-
cessity oI painiul scoldings.

i1t wae, perhaps, to this man that Lamartine
owed his tirst contact with the great writer,
Chateaubriand, He relates how Kether béquet appeared
in elassa, one morning, with s strange book tightly
clasped under his arm; how the lesson dragged along

wainterestingly

slowly, disinterestedly, the students attraected by
the glories of the spring day and the teacher irre-
g8istibly drawn to the book under hie armi and how
finally ne dismissed the cless, inviting those who

wished to do 80, %0 8tay end listen to the reading of

7&.%Le Séjour de Lamartine a bBelley",Par un Belleysen,
-1898 p.%2
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a few passages of Chatesubriand‘s "Génie du
Chrietianisme"” which had onLy recentlLy been pubiished.
seedless to say Lamartine was smong those who showed
8 preierence Ior Literary values, and gathered with
avid interest about the priest, who begen to read

in a voice deeply moved.

The poet wrote Later,®Lous entend?mea ce que
nous n‘avions jamais entenau; Le beau dans le vrai,
le sentiment dans la grandeur, lLe mouvement du eoeur
dane i‘harmonie des langues: il n‘y avait pas besoin
de nous prov¥oquer au silenee.'vgrhe boys were pro-
foundly impressed by the work; and spent all their
leisure in aiseussing it, A4 promise on the part oI
the 1nstruetor to read rurther in the book would
Turnish suizicient encouragement to pull the students
through tne most dirticult assigument. uamertine
confesses,"J'étais certainement un des pius touchés,
paree que les Trois notes, qui étaient nées avee moi,
ia reliigion, la mélaneholie, et La Tamiile, etaient
au8si les notes les plus neuves et Les plus divines

74
dn génie de Chatesubriand,™

73."Le Séjour de Lamertine s Beliey™,Par un BelLieysan
-1892 p. 149
74,Idem P. 150
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Chance threw Lamartine into close contact
with another of the priests, Father Varlet, Because
of a certain physical weakness attributed to a too
rapid development, Lamartine was ordered by the dostor
of the college to take a walk through the surré@dins
oounfry for several hours each day, His companion
and gnide was to be Father Varlet, a priest of deli-
cate health who, it was thought, would likewise pro-
fit by the exercise, Lamartine describes him?O'était
un prStre de quarante-~cing ans, d'une taille gr@le et
an peu courbee per 1'habitude de lire en marchant, ou
de rester courbe longtempe sur l'sutel en adoration
fervente et tremblante devant 1'hostie qu'il venait
de oonaaorar.“vsﬁs carried alwgye a book in his hand,
a prayer book, & book of devotion®, or of holy inepi-
ration recommended by theveocleeiaatical suthorities,
Hia thoughts and words were always of Heaven, and he
even seemed to begrudge the hours that he had to de-
vote to clase room inatruction, as houre lost to holy
worship,

On these walks with Lamesrtine he waslked shead
of the boy disregarding him altogether, his eyes fixed

/
76,"Le Sejour de Lamertine & Belley",Par Un Belleysan,
1892 pP.126
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on the far horizon as seeing some distent visiomn,
his lipe murmaring prayers in s low voice, or else
reading aloud from the book he carried, Seldom a
word passed between the two, for Lamsrtine was fear-
ful of interrupting hie friend's devotione, and the
prieat wae oblivious to the boy'e presence,

Left thus to himeelf,Lamsrtine enjoyed to the
fullest extent the beasuty of the hills, foreste, and
meadows through which they passsed, He eays,“ﬁ défaut
d'autres passions que mon coeur ne pressentait pas
encore, Je concevais une sourde et fervente passion
de la nature, et, a 1'exemple de mon adrveillant
met, su fond de la nature, Jj'adorais Dien.“vsAlons
the path Lamartine gathered flowers, and came to
fashion them into rosaries, To each kind of wild
blossom he attributed a meaning, and thus alternating
them he bound them by a string into a prayer,"Les
violettes y représentaient les saintes tristesses du
repentir; les muguets; l'encens qui s'eleve de l'autel;
l'aubépine, la miséricorde qui pardonne et sourit

apra les severités divines; l'églantine, la Joie

76.,"Le S‘Jour de Lamartine s Belley, Par Un Belleysan,
1892 P. 130
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pieuse qui rentre dens le coeur et qui l'enivre;
1'oeillet rouge de poéte y repréaentait le cantique:
les marguerites et les boutons d'or, les voluptés et
les paseions méprisablea du monde, qu'il faut fouler
aux pieds, sans les voir oﬁ sans les compter, en
marchant au ciel.'77At other times he tried in his
youthful way to eémpoae péalme in imitation of the
Pgalms of David which he heard so frequently repested
by his gunide., Crude as the efforts were, yet they
pointed toward the "Harmoniea" of the future,
| Not only did these walke foster in Lasmartine
@& love of nature, but the location and structure of
the college itself did much to develope an apprecis-
tion of natural beauty, The school was built on the
slope of 2 hill near the edge of town so that it
enjoyed 8 view of the fields and a breath of the
country air, The windows of the building looked upon
the shaded walks of the grounds proper where the
priests and studente might enjoy their leisure, In
the evening ss Lamartine lay on his cot in the big

dormitory, he could waetoh the moon and stars patrol

77."Le Séjour de Lemartine a Belley",Par Un Belleysan,
.1892 pp. 130-131
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the sky, flooding the hills and meadows with their
brillience. Lemertine says,”Le hasard de cette place
me parut un don de Dieun, Je l'en remerciai comme
d'une faveur; il m'était si doux de contempler en
gilence, la muit, la lune mélancolique'flottant sar
la cime des hauts peupliers; le jour, les premisrea
lueure du matin.'78

But how snd with whom did Lamartine spend hia
leisure hours? There were many boys from QLQZQ to
choose, and at first, his companiong were those
whom eimilarity of age and of atudies had thrown to-
gether, Later, his ftiendships were founded on a2 more
subatential basis of kindred interests,”Aymon de Virieu,
Lonis de Vignet, Guichard de Bienassis furent ces
smis de choix et d'inetinet., Lear amitié se conserva
sans altération, non seulement dursnt lee quatre
années que Lamartine passa au oollaga de Belley, mais
pendant toute leur vie."79

‘De Virieu and de Vignet were somewhat older

and quite a bit skepticsl, thus forming a marked
contrast to the pious Lemertine in this period of his

78."Le sajour de Lemartine 2 Belley"”,Par Un Belleysan,
-1892, p.42
79, Idem p.l22
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profound devotion, The characters of the four friends
showed marked differences, De Viriem was gay, boisterous,
end skeptical; de Vignet was sad, reticent, and
governed by moods: de Bienassis was sensitive and
yet possessed with a bourgeois atability of character;
Lamartine was sad, quiet, piouej and communicative,
All were thoughtful, however, and lovers of books,
They spent their hours of recreation criticizing some
poem thet Lamartine had just finished, or recalling
and discussing bits of the ®Génie du Christisnieme,”
They often enjoyed their vacations together,
sometimes at the Ch8tesu de Biensssis, sometimes at
the home of Aymon de Virieu, At the ChS8tesn de Biéna-
ssis they went hunting, took trips into the surronding
country, and read, Their resding was often done se-
eretly in the little forbidden library whose key the
widow de Bienassis was so casreful to hide from her
inquisitive son, He,however, had learned the effectirve-
ness of coaxing the maid into securing it for him,
and spent many an hour in the paradise of condemned
books, Not daring to stay in the library too long
for fear of being suspected, the boys filled their

pockets with choice books and went to resd under the
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trees, Lamertine sayse,"lNous nous jetZmeks sur les
rayona de cette bibliothbque avec ardeur et tremble-
ment, Nous nous plongions dans cet océan d'eau troublé,
ne sachant ce qu'il fallait admirer ou réprouver
daventage: meis nous otonnent de ce que la tote avait
08é penser, de ce que la plume avait 088 écrire."eo

The home of Madame de Virieu stood out in marked
contrast to this chdtesu de Bienassis, There was
maintained a severe and almost ascetic regime which
tended to sober the boys., They respected the prayers
of the household, and entered wholeheartedly into the
apirit of reverential praise,

Lamartine ,especially, appreciated the atﬁoephere
of the house, for his soul was particulsrly semnsitive
to things religiouns 8ihce his entrance into the
Collége de Belley, The training of his mother had led
him alwgye along paths of devotion, but it was not
until he heard the mass celebrated at Belley that he
felt the poignancy of reasl worship, The ritual had
taken on a2 new solemnity., The sight of the priests

in their holy robes, the smell of incenee, the glories

80,"Le sgjour de Lemertine a Belley",Par Un Belleysan,
1892, P.108



75

of the altar, snd the muasic of well-trained voices
made the service far more impressive than any he had
ever experienced st Lyon or at milly. The a2ir of
asnctity closed the lips of even the most noisy,
Lamartine, better than any other,. san express the
opening of his soul,"Mes impressions étaient devemmes
8i fortes, qu'elles en étaient douloureuses, Cette
tristease vague que les chosea de ls terre me fai-
saient éprouver, m'avaient tournd vers 1‘Infini.
L'éducetion éminemment religieuse qu’on nous donnait
ohez les Jésuites, les pridres fréquentes, les mbdi-
tations, les sscrements, les eérémoniee pieuses ré-
pétées exercaient sur des imaginations d'enfants ou
d'adoleacente de vives aéductions.'el
Drawn by nameless longings and aspirations he
frequently alipped into the church at twilight leaving
his compesnions at play in the court, with his closk
wrapped around him tightly, he bowed his head upon
the cold marble of the alter, snd 1et his soul mount
in trembling adorstion, in prasise too deep for words,

Thue he remained lost to all sense of time, snd cut

81,"Le Séjour de Lamsrtine & Belley" ,Par Un Belleysan,
1892 PDP.44-45
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off from all reslization of earthly thinges until
the priest came to close the building for the night.
"De telleas extases, que je goutai alors sans songer
a les exprimer, sont la puberté de 1'$me.‘82
Thie is the spirit,then, that Lamartine woul@
have us believe was incorporated into his Jocelyn.
This is what Margueritte-Marie means by the sentencs,
"dans Jocelyn on retrouve tcut le Lamartine de la
éingtisme année."s3
This ie what iené Doumic had in mind when he
wrote,"Dans "Jocelyn' il y a beaucoup de Lamartine;
a'est ﬁn des attrsits de ce poéme, qu'il soit tout
impregné de la sensibilité de l°sutenr, tout brillant
de ses idbes et tout peuplé de ses souvenirs, Les ;
pieux élans et les extases de Jocelyn au aéminaire,
Lamartipe les avait conmus 1 Belley, dans cette

petite chapelle Sh il simait 3 prier, le soir, ému
84

par la tendresse de l'ombre mystique,™

4
82,"Le Sejour de Lamartine a Belley",Par Un Belleysan,

. 1892, p.48
83.Margueritte-Marie,"Lamartine,le Roman d'une Grande
Ame" ,Plon-hourrit et cie,,Paris,1921, P.286

84,René Doumic,"Lamartine” Librairie Hachette et Cis,
Paris, P. 180
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It is not hard to believe that Lamartine saw
himself in the young Jocelyn, The etirrings of Joecelyn's
goul as it grew to & greater stature are shadows of
Lamartire’s own experiences, The restlessness that
haunted the epirit of Jocelyn after his holiday, that
dispelled sleep, and prayer and desire for reading
ia the reetlessness that Lamartine ftelt during the
summer of 1808, At thet time Lamartire was striving
to plan his lite work, but his natural ineclinations
were Irowned upon by the prejudices of his family,
The military profession that recommended itself so
highly %o young men of the nobility wae impossible
for Lemartine becasuse of his parent's objection to
his serving under Kapoleon. The diplomatic career
sttracted him, but his youth, his limited education,
and his lack of influential connections made such a
course impractical, Finding no outlet for his pent-
up deaire of action, he tu;ned to study, His success
in this line was mediocre for his restlessness con-
timally broke up his literary application.,"L'incer-
titude, le vague de mon existence présente et future,
tout cela me tait languir et me 1ers mourir,....Pour

me donner le change,...Jje marche, je vais, je cours
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de la ville & la campagne, de la campagne a la ville,
8 midi, & minuit, par la pluie, par le soleil: je
t8che de troﬁper mon imeginastion, de la détruire,
de la glacer, mais en vainl™ 2
Does one not feel the same tossing sbout in
the soul of Jocelyn?
"Meintensnt je suis seul dans ma chembre, Il est mait:
'Tout dort dans la maison: plus de feux, plus de bruit;
Dormons;-mais je ne pania sssoupir ma paupiére,
Prions)-msis mon esprit n‘entend pas ma pridre.
Non; chassone de mon coeur ces trop molles images;
De mes livres amis rouvrouns les vieilles pages,
Les voieci sur ma table incessamment ouverts:
Mais mon oeil flotte en vein sur la proee et les vers,
Les mote inanimés tombent morts de 1la lyre,
Mon esprit ne 1lit pae et lLaisse mes yeux Lire.'86
Added to Lamartine's restlessness was the longing

that love had brought into his life, The true character

and depth of his emotion was urknown to him, but he

85.Rsn‘ Doumie,"Lemartine”,Librairie Hachette et Cie,,
Paris, - P.&7
86,Lamartine,"Jocelyn",Librairie Hachette,Paris,19&€l pp,l0-.
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felt keenly the disturbance which it caused."Seas
passions commencent 8 se développer....il est agité,
m@laneolique, il ne sait ce qu‘il déeire....Il ne le
gait, mais noue le savon® pour lui; o'est 1'amour
dont le pressentiment L‘agite et dont le désir le
rend inquiet et g‘milllnﬁ.'87At first, he regarded
women a8 Iflippant creatures incapable of true love:
then he was in love with them all, yet without the
courage to address a compliment to & 8ingle one: and
finally, he became madly infatuated with a young girl
to whom he attributed all virtue.

Jocelyn was, aleso, beginning to feel the in-
fluence of love, As he sat in his room on the night
of his 16th May Day, he lived again the pleasures of
the dance, He saw again the graceful partners twirling
in the waltz; he felt again gentle hands touch his
gskin, fair hair brush his cheek, and sgain the per-
fume of wilting roses troubled him with their rra-
grance,

"J'entenda mon nom redit par des lévres chéries.

Annei Blanche! Luciel oh! que me vounlez-vous?

87.xené Doumic,"Lemartine™,Librairie Hachette et Cie.,
Paris, Pp.&a7-48
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Qu'est-ce done que ifamour, si son reve est si doux?

Mais 1°amour sur ma vie est encor Loin d‘éclore;

¢'est un astre ae ieu dont cette heure est lfsurore,

Ah! 8i jame2is le ciel jetait entre mes bras

Un dee songes vivants attaehéa a mes pas;

5i j'epportais ici, languiasanme et ravie,

vk vierge au coeur pur, premier rayon de vie,

Mon 8me surait véou miile ans dens up seul Jourx:

Car, je le sens, ce soir, mon ame nfest Qu'amou.r:"88

Such experiences of Jocelyn made him more truly

sympathetic with his sister when he lLearned that her
allisnce with one she Loved was being prevented by an
insurticient dowry., Appreciation of the surffering
thwarted Love would bring led him to sacrifiee his
own part of the estste in order that the marriage
portion might equal the sum demsnded by the boy‘ e
father, rhe sacririce was not oniy one of money, but
of lipberty, for without property there was no course
oren to him save entrance into the chareh,

Acgording to J, des Uoignets,‘l'épiaode drsma-

88, Lamartine,"Jdocelyn”,Librairie nachette,Paris, 1921 p,11
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tique ou 1onm voit doeelyn se sacrixier afin de per-
mettre ; 8a soeur d'épouaer celul qu-elle aime a da
etre inspiré & Lemsrtine par un Souvenir romsnesque
de son adolescence dont L°impression avait dn rester
trés vive dans sa mémoire.'agAmédéo de Parseval had
fallen in love with one of Lamartine’s sisters,
céaarine. they sought to be married, but such a union
was opposed by an infiuential unelie on aceount oI
social reasons, Lamartine favored the Lovers, for
Amédée de rarseval was a very dear friend of his,
and in his estimation would have made his sister a
very fine maxsband, He said to céaarinq,'ﬁe ne point
8e fsire de violence contre le sentiment qu'elle
pourrait avoir et qu‘il la soutiendrait contre toute
la iamille.'gohespite Lamartine‘s bravado the alli-
ance evidnetly did not take plaee, Ior the following
record is Tound;"Le frére de Louis de vignet épaaaa
Cesarine de Lamartine, Boeur du poste, ceile quiil
déclare la plue belle de ses soeurs par ss beautéo

91
italienne, Ba ressemblsnee avec ia Pormsrina. "

89,d, des Coignets,"La vie intérieure de Lamsrtine®
Mercure de krance,raris , MmMMXIII P.244
20.( Cf,Me, de ma mdre- 20 juin 1517) ae quoted by
Jd. des coignets in “La Vie Intérieure de Lamartine®
Merocure de France,Paris,mCMXIII P.244
91.%"Le déjour de Lamartine a selley®,Par yn Belleysan,
1892 ‘ pP.119
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The action on tne part of Lamartine and
docelyn shows the close tie that bound each brother
and sister together, Closer still was the reilation-
ghip of mothser an& son, Since Alphonse was tne onLy
boy of the household, his mother was urusually so-
licitous about his welfare, careful always to see
that ne wae given the best of instruction, that his
health was not impaired by over-work, and that he
was sarely protected against all evil, A® his eariiest
teacner, she nad instruoted him in reiigious matters
and throughout her life remained his guide in things
gpiritual, oe Telt for her the greatest Love. s
Enew nimseir o Qe her favorite child, and with the
impudence of & privileged character he worked upon
her sympathy to obtain his deaires, Agesin and again,
while at school in Lyon, he secured vacations by
writing to his mother of his failing health, Later,
knowing that she feared to have him enter rough army
life, he threatened to enroll with the emperial
forces if he might not have his way in such and such
a matter, He could slways count upon the support of
his mother when his affairs came up before the con-

gideration of the whole family, His mother dared esen
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at times face the opposition of the tyrannical uncle.
Lamertine's love for his mother has caused him to
speak of her in the most glowing terms, and besutiful
is "cette figure que le podte, dans son pieux amour,
s'est applique & idéaliser et & rendre presque imma-
térielle."gaﬂven in his firet poetic attempts he
writes with affection of his mother."Il pense & sa
m%re, a ses petites soeurs gqu'il s léiaaéea, lﬁ-baa,
5 Milly, dans la demeure paternelle aupréa des arbres,
et des ruissesux de la terre natale, ,...@18lle charme
dane cette poésie enfantine'! Quelle réoompenae pour la
mére qui, non seulement lui avait donné la vie, mais
encore tout son coeur, toute sa foi, ualgré les courtes
révoltea du. caractere 1ndépendant de son fils, elle
pouvait, en lui voyant des sentiments asussi purs,
aussil délicats, se réjouir de la realisation de cette
maxime:"Fils pieax, fils aimant."g5

Jocelyn, too, shows a great love for his mother,

When leaving for the seminary, it is the loes of her
presence that disturbe him most, Mindful of the pain

92,P, de Lacretelle,"Les Originee et la Jeunesse de
Lsmartine™,Librairie Hachette et Cie,,Paris,1911 p.93

93,"Le Séjonr de Lamartine 8 Belley",Par Un Belleysan,
1892 Pp.102-3
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she will suffer at bidding him a laat farewell he
steals away as the dawn bresks, .
"Et, o1 nos yeux alors ont quelque larme amére,

Que Dieu nous la pardonne! homme, on n's Qu'une'mére."94
After s long abesence from his home, he dreams again of
hie mother's voice; he hears again the well-known

| acconta softened by love,
"Alora, pour un inetant, mon coeur, que ce eon frappe,

.Ponr remonter un pen le cours du temps, m'échappe,

Et me reporte au jour ou oes tendrea accents

De femmes, mére ou soeur, réaonnaient 2 mes sens,

Et, donnant tant de charme asn foyer domestique,

De mon enfance 3taiont la suave mueique,

- Je lee cherche, mon: coeur des absents s*entretient;

Des larmes dans mes yeux mon.tent."g5

It was this great affection which existed
between mother and son that made it so hard for
Jocelyn's mother to speak the word that would send
him away from her into the silence of monsstic life.

She knew best what had been his hopes, and what a

94,lemartine,"Jocelyn” ,Librairie Hachette,Paris,1921 p,.22
95,Idem PP.79-80
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price his generous soul was paying for his sister's
heppiness, How hard she found it to sacrifice the
Joy of one of her children for the joy of the other!
The pain of her de¢ision is seen in the following
verses:
"Elle a plenré sept jours, comme sur les montagnes
La fille dse Jophta, que suivaient Bses compagnes,
Demande quelques nuits au Seignear'irrité
Poar pleurer ses printemps et ss virginité;
Pais, comme un doux agnesu revient a sa nourrice,
Vint d'elle-méme offrir sa gorge au sacrifice.
Ainei pleurait ma mére, et puis elle a dit:'Onil‘gs
Ag Jocelyn'se mother hesitated to send him to
the seminary, so Mademe de Lamartine with equal he-
8itancy and equal trembling had chosen the school to
which her son was to be sent following his course at
Lyon, She sought an inetitutiop nesr at hand, in order
that frequent visits to Alphonse might relieve her
loneliness, and yet she must find & school whose re-
gime would not be too severe for the boy's tender end

sensitive character, For varioues reasons she had dis-

96,Lemartine,"docelyn”,Librairie Hachette,Paris, 1921 p,18
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carded one after another the collsge of the Jésuites 8
Redstadt, 8 Toanne, and 2 Beaune, The inetitution at
Cluny appealed to her because of its nearness, but
the uncle had disapproved of it for the very same
reason, Pinally, she decided upon the collége de
Belley, whote excellence of administration attracted
her in spite of its great distance, She wrote in her
journal on September 6,1803,"Dieu me fasse la grace
que mon enfant soit chrétiennement élevé, je sacri-
fierai 8 cela toutes les sciencea de ce monde: msis
dans ce college on réunit tout, excepte pent-8tre la
perfection des arte d'agrément.'97

She,herself, then had conduoted Alphonse to
Belley that she might see him comfortably settled
in his new surrondings snd that he might not have to
meke the long trip alone, For several days she lingered
near him, delasying the inevitable parting on one pre-
text or another and anxious that he might adJjust him-
8elf to his environment before she left him entirely
%o himeself, How she dreasded the leaving of Belley and

how she avoided a last good-hye, she writes in her

97.P, de Lacretelle,™Les QOrigines et la Jeunesse de
Lemartine™,Librairie Hachette et rie,,Paris,1911 p,176
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journal,"En pessant devant la cour du collége des
Jsauites, J'ai vu du fond de ma voiture les 6leves
qui Jouaignt et Jj'ai entendu leurs cris de joie.
Heureusement Alphonse ne s'est pas approché des
grillea pour voir passer ma voiture: il surait trop
pleuré et moi sussi, Il veaut mieux ne pas amollir
ces pauvres eufants deatinéa ; devenir dee hommes,
J'ai pleuré toute seule au fond de ma voiture, sous
mon voile, une partie du Jour.‘gaTho perting so diffi-
oult for the mother must have been hard also for the
gon, for he says,"fout le Jjour, Je fus triste; mais
mes camarades ne se moquérent pas de ma tristesae.‘99
The mother of Jocelyn had not the opportunity
of accompaning her son to hies destination, Yet she
busied herself the more in final preparations for the
Journey, fussing over details that only a mother's
thoughtfulness would have noticed. There was the
same dread of leave-taking and the same efforts to

save herself uﬁ%oasary suffering at parting. The

8ilence of the household spoke of the sorrow in those

98."Le Séjour de Lemertine s Belley",Par Un Belleysan
1892 Pp.37-38
99,.Idem PP« 36-37
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loving hearts with an eloquence impoasible of trans-
lation into words,
“Dout se taisait sussi dens la maison fermée:
On n'osait regarder une figure aimée;
Quand on se reumcontrait, om n’ossit se parler,.
De peur quiun son de voix ne vint nous révéler
Le sanglot dérobé sous le tendre sourire,
Et ne'f?t eclater le coeur qu‘un mot déchire,
On allait, on venait; mére,aoeur, a 14 éoart,
Préparaient & genoux les appréts d‘un départ,
Et chacune, les mains dsns le coffre enfoncéea,
Cachait avec ses dons une de ses penaées.
Un a'asseyaeit ensemble 8 table, mais en vaini
Les pleurs se fsisaient route et coulaient sur le pain,
Ainsi passa le Jour.“loo
So truly has the suthor caught the spirit of the oec-
casion that one cannot help feeling that he spesks
o!vhis own experiences.
Kven the very grounds of his home held such

an attraction for Jocelyn that it wes hard to leave

them, Long @ssociation had made every tree, every

IOO.Lamartine,“Jocelyn",Librairie nachette,Paris,1921 pp.21-2
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flower, every bench a friend that called up a hoet
of precious memories, Lhere he had been wont to romp
with his dog in happier days: here his motker had
often sat to talk with him, 2o leave all this which
had been rendered doubly sweet by contact with his
loved ones was to leave the companions of his youth,
®Je m'enfoncai pleurent sous les sombres alléea,
Des traces de ma mere encor toutes peuplées:
Je parcourais dua pas tout le champ3tre enclos,
0u comme sutant de rleurs, me® jours &tsient clos;
J'écoutais chanter 1'eau dans le bassin de marbre;
Je touchais chaque mar, Jje parlais a chaque arbre,
J'allais d'un tronc & 1'sutre et Je les embrassais;
Je leur prgtais le sens des pleurs que je versais,
Et Je croyais sentir, tant notre Sme a de forge,
Un coeur ami du mien palpiter sous 1'éooroe.
Sur chagque banc de pierre o Je m'étais agsis,
ou i'avais vu ma mére sssise avec son fils,
Je m'asseyais un peu; je tournaie mon visage
vers la place on mes yeux retrouvaient son image,
Jde lui parlsasis de I‘Qme, elle me répondait:
Sa voix, sa propre voix dans mon coeur 8‘entendait,

Et je fuyais sinei du hétre au sycomore,
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101
Réveillant mon peasé pour le pleurer encore,"

It ie Lamertipe lingering in the garden before
setting out for school,reluctantly tear{ng himself away
from the besuties of his home, The garden is especislly
treasured by him because the spirit of his mother
lives there, He has seen her often move there in
meditation and prayer during the evening hours, while
he watched with awe the glory of her taith shining
upon her face, These natural besuties are to haunt
his memory, meking the gentle restrain of the priests
at times very irksome, Already the longing for these
fields and the liberty which they symbolized had led
him to run away from the school et Lyon, Again st
Belley the magic of his homeland called him, He says,
"j'etais un pricsonnier plus heureux que les autres,
ﬁaie j‘étaia toujours un prisomnier, Je ne m‘entre-
tenais avec mes amis, dana les heures de Libre emntre-
tien, que du bomheur de sortir bientot de cette ré-
clusion forcée et de poaaéder de nouvesu le ciel, les
champe, les bois, les esux, les montagnes de nos

10&
demeures paternelles,™ Daring the lonely evenings

101, Lamartine,"Jocelyn”,Librairie Hachette,Paris,1921, p.%3
102,"Le S6Jjour de Lamartine & Belley"™,Par Un Belleysan,
1892 P.163
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he thought iith emotion of his Milly, end he asked
eagerly of the soaring nightingsale,

"Dis-moi 8i le sycomore

-Prend gee feuilles de printemps;

Si ma meére y vient encore

Garder ses Jolis enfants:

Si sa voix qui les appells,
A des accents sussi doux;
51 la plus petite épelle

Le livre sur ses genoux;

Si la source oﬁ tu te penches,
Pour boire avant le matin
Dans le bassin des pervenches,

103
Jette un eanglot argentin:"

Lamartine had so loved the out-of -doors at
his home that he Took his books apd his studies into
the open, for next to his love of nature came his

passion for reading, ne writes,"moi, premant un livre

103,"Le Séjour de Lamsrtine B Belley",Par un Belleysan,
1892 PP, 100-101 ,
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dans ms poche, mon rusil sous mon bras et mon Azor avec
moi,je m‘esquive, soit dans la torét, soit dans 1a
prairie, je choisis un endroit ombragée et traie, je
‘m*assois, et, quand mon chien dort a cote de moi, que
rien ne trouble mon petit asile, je 118."104And the
books that ne carried thus in hies pockets were books
of Homer,Virgil, montaigne, Moliére, negnard,

La Fontaine, voltai:e,@ilbert, Parny, Bertin: books

of foreigners, as Ariosto and Alfieri,the Itslians,

as Pope, xichardson, Sterne, Young, and Ossian, the
English; and books of recent rrench authors, as
Chateaubriend and vean-Jacquee Roussesu, That which he
read moved him deeply."Il y a deux iivres qu‘il relit
avec une emotion particuliare: c'est "René": 'Jamais
Je n*ai pu le tire sans pleurer’; et c‘est "Werther":
'Il m*a fait la chair de poule,’ ‘loshis first love‘
was poetry, however, and very early he showed a fond-
ness tor it, “Quand son pére lui avait fait, le soir,

quelque lecture poétique, il se digesit en lui-mdme;

‘VOIIE une langue que je voudrasis biem savoir, que Je

104.nen5 boumic,"Lamartine”,Librairie hach;tte et Cie.,
Paris ‘ P.24
105,1dem P.26
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voudraie bien parler quand je serai grand,"™ "Il cher-
chait toujoure de preférence, des ouvrages qui con-
tenaient des vers, parmi les volumes oubl18s sur la
table de son pBre ou sur l1le piano de 8sa mEre, au
ealon.'lo6
*How like Lamartine wae Jocelyn in hie literary

tastesl He, too, had a passion Zor poetry: he, too,
wee stirred profoundly by an artist‘s words, even to
tears:'he, t00, Tound the setting of nature most
suitable Tor his nours of reading., Are not Jocelyn's
days in his mountain fastness very duplicates of
Lamertine‘s days in milly?

"Mon chien.auprza de moi, mon Livre dans la main,

‘M'arrdtant sans fatigue et marchant sans chemin,

Tant0t lisant, tantot 6cor§ant quelque tige,

Suivent d'un oeil distrait 1-insecte qui voltige

L'eau qui coule an soleil en petits dismants,

ou 1'oreille clonée 8 des bourdonuements;

Pais, choisissant un g?te M L'abri d‘une haie,

Comme un Lisvre tapi qu‘un aboiement effraie,

£ ‘4
Qu couche dans lLe pre, dont les gramens en fleurs

106%Le ngour de Lamartine 3 Relley”™ ,Par Un Belleysan,
-1892 r.72
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Me noyaient dasns un lit de mystere et dfodeurs,

Bt recourbaient sur moi des rideaux d'ombre obscure,
Je reprenais de L‘oeil et du coeur ma lecturse,
c'etait quelque poBte su sympathique accent,

i revele 8 l'esprit ce que le coeur pressent:
Hommes prédestinés, mystérieuses vies,

Dont tous les sentiments coulent en mélodiea,

e l°on aime & porter aveec soi dans les bois,
commelon aime un écho qui répond a nos voix$

Qu bien c‘était encor quelque touchante histoire
U'amour et de malheur, triste et bien dure & ceroire;
Virginie arrachée } son IrEre, et partant,

Ef la mer la Jjetant morte su goeur qui l’attend!

Je la mouillais de plears et je marquais le livre,
Et Je fermais Les yeux et je m‘éooutail vivre;

Je sentais dans mon sein monter comme une mer

De sentiment doux, fort, triste, amoureux, amer,
D'images de La vie et de vagues pensées

Sdr les flots de mon ame indolemment bercéea,

Doux fantomes dsmour dont J*‘taia eréateur,

107
brames myatérieux et dont j:etais L‘acteuri™

107,Lamartine,"Joceiyn" ,Librairie Hachette,Paris,1921 p.l07-t
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These days of iLeisure were witnessing the
development of Lamertine‘s geniua, His contact with
nature and nis 1ntimacy with the works or great
minds fostered a desire Ior seli-expression, A8
J. des Coignets says,"Dejs son génie le tourmente:
"Je ne sais quelles idéea vagunes, et subliimes et
inriniea me passent an travers de la tate, le soir
surtout quand je suis seul dans une cellule et que
Je n'entends d‘autre bruits que la pluie et les

108
vents,”

1t 18 the same groping for words, the same
vague longing to pour iorth nis soul that moves
Laurent to complain;
"O0hi Je sens, me dit-ii, mon coeur prét & se Tendre;
_non 8me cherche en vein des mots pour se répandre:
£lle voudrait créer une langue de feu,

109
Pour cerier de bomheur vers La nature et bieun,"

Here the suthor has spoken through the mouth
0f Laurent rather than that of the priest, indeed the

reiationship between the two suggests the compsnion-

108,9, des Coignets,"La vie Lntérieure de Lamsrtine"
Mercure de France MCMXIII,Paris P.06

109, Lamertine,"Jocelyn* ,Librairie nachette,Psrisg,
1921 P.9Y
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ghip ot Lamartipe with L'abbé wamont. Jocelyn mani-
fests toward saurent the same interest in the boy's
‘growth sud the same desire %To nelp his deveiopmenty
as did le curé de puss18ree towards his young Iriend,
At the ®same time there was taking place in
the life of uLamartiue a great religious growth, the
experiences ne underwent at bBelley nave been des-
eribed belore and only a few words oI Lamartine’s
will be cited here in order that they may be more
careiully compared with those of vocelyn who had
enjoyed & simiiar elation., in the "Conrtidences" is
Iound tnis passage: "Je vivrais mille ane que je
u-oubLierais pas certaines heures du soir 6&,
m'échappant pendant la récréation des eléves jouant
dans la cour, j'entrais par une petite porte secréte
dans l'gglise dgjg assombrie par la miit, et a peine
éclairée'au fond du choeur par la lampe suapendue
da sanctuaire; Jje me cachais sous 1l'ombre plus
gpaieae d'un pilier, je m'enveloppais tout entier
de mon manteau comme dane un linceul; j'eppuyais
mon front contre le marbre froid d'umne balustrade,
et plongé, pendant des mimates que je ne comptsis

plus, dans une muette mais intarissable adoration,
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je ne sentais plus la terre sous mes genoux ou 8ousd
mes pieds, et je m'abimsis en Dieu, comme 1l'atome
flottent dans la chaleur d'un jour arete s'éléve,
se noie, se perd dsns l'athSpére, et, devenu trans-
parent comme l'sther, para?t sussi sérien que 1'air
lui-mgme et aussi lumineux que la iumiarez "110
Jocelyn in his seminary felt, too, a power
that drew him from the press of haman contacts to
commwnion with a greater spirit, He, as Lamertine,
slipped away from his companions at twilight for a
holy trfat in the little chapel, There he abandoned
himself to an emotion comparsble in depth and scope
to that of the young student at Belley,

"uand les rayone du soir, que l'occident rappells,
ﬁtoignent sux vitraux leur dernisre 6t1ncelle,
anau fond du sanctuaire un feu flottent qui luit
Scintille comme un oeil ouvert sur cette mmit,

Que la voix du clocher en son doux a'évapore,
Que le front appuyé econtre un pilier sonore,

Je le sens, tout ému du retentissement,

Vibrer comme une clef d'un céleste instrument,

110,0euvres Completes de Lamartine,"Les Confidences"
Tome Vivgt-heuvieme ,MDCCCLXIII,Paris Pp.113-4
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Et que du falte au sol 1'immense oathédrale,

Avec ses muras, ses tours, sa cave sépulcrale,

Tel qu'un etre animé, gsemble & la voix qui sort

Tressaillir et répondre en un commun transport;

Et quand, portant mes yeux des paves & la volte,

Jo sens que dans ce vide une oreille m'éooute,

Qu'un invisible ami, dans la nef répandn,

M'attire 8 lui, ﬁe parle un langage entendu,

Se communique E moi dans un silence intime,

Et dene son vaste sein m'enveloppe et m'abime;

Alors, mes deux genoux pliés sur le carresu,

Ramenant sur mes yeux un psn de mon mantesu,

Comme un homme surpris par 1l'orage de 1'3me,

Les yeux tout eblouls de mille eclairs de flamme,

Je m'abrite muet dans le sein du Seigneur,

Et l'écoute et 1'entends voix a voix; coeur B coeur,

Ce qui se passe alors dans ce pieux délire,

Les langues d'ici-bas n'ont plus rien pour le dire."111

Truly the light of Lamartine's early years

shines clearly through the remsrkable transparence

of the young Jocelyn, But does this Justify the com-

111,Lsmartine,"Jocelyn" ,Librsirie Hachette,Paris,1921 pp.30-1
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plete identification of Jocelyn with Lamartine?
Hardly, The character that later meets the sacrifice
of love to duty must be made of sterner stuff, must
have passed the immaturity of early gropings,and
ma8t have 8 mind and faith well established in its
ideals,

Indeed, some critics see in Jocelyn more of
the 1life of Lamartine thaﬁ Just the story of his
adolescent yesrs, Masurice Levaillant writes,"Il
( Lemartine) apergut vite la fantome de sa propre
Jeunesse en peignant la Jjeunesae de Jocelyn™, and
then adds,"Ces déclarations me valent que pour les
premiers épisodes du poéme: bient8t sous la soutane
de Jocelyn, vit un personnage 1mpr3vu: le Lamartine
de 1834 ot surtout de 1835 dévore secrdtement par
l'inquiétude fociale et 1'1nquiétude religiense, at-
triaté par le regret de ses anciennes amoura."112

J, des Coignets in the same vein says,™(C'est
Lemartine tant®t racontsnt ses proprea souvenirs
d'enfance, tantot expo8ant ses sentiments et ses

113
doctrines de 1835-1836,"

112 Maurice Levaillant,"Lamartine,Oeuvres Choisies™
Librairie A, Hatier Paris,1925 p.589

113,J, des Coigneta,"La Vie Intérieure de Lemartine”
Mercure de Prance,MCMXIII,Paris P.240
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Whet a distance there is between these two
plotures of Lamartine, the boy of 1808, entering
into menhood in a hagze of glorious aspirations and
ecstatio visions, and the mature man of 1834, burdened
by sorrow, staggering along doubtfully in the
Christian faith, apd seekipng peace in the mad game
of polities, Gone seema the poet of other days., No
longer does he turn to pour out his 8cul in melodious
verse at the death of one dear to him. When Elvire,
his great love, died, the agony of that loss found
8olace in the compoeition of the "Lae™ and other of
the "Meditations.™ But when his daughter, Julia, died
in the Orient, there was no lyricsl outburst, rather
- @ fury of insatiable restlessness, He writes%Je me
-'fain plue ni prose ni vers; le temps en est-il paaaé?
Je me sens bien plus apte & l'action et 2 1la parole
et je m'en mépriae.'114Had his soul become numbed by
the acocumnlative weight of grief, first, at the ss-
eigé;ee of mother, and then, of dsughter, or was the
emotion of such a depth that, as at the altar of

Belley, worde eeemed but trivial, inadequate things

114,(27 fevrier 1829, Se referer lre edition de la
"Correspondance de Lemartine”, publide par
-Mme, V. de Lamartine,b1873-1875, 6 vol, in-8) as

cited in "Lamertine,Homme Social™ by Psul Bert,
Jouve et Cie.,Paris, P.6
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to translate such a force, Perhapa it is the latter,
for we find that the Muse had not deserted him entirely.
Daring the years of 1834-1836 so crowded with action
Lamartine returned sometimes to his pen "pour se con-
soler des légeres déceptions que la politique lui a
deja causées, pour exprimer sussi dens ses vers
quelques-unes des idees qui lui emplissent 1'&me et
qu'il n‘ose qu'effleurer dans ses iiscoura."u5
Lamartine’'s political career began with hise
taking a seat in the Chambre as deputy from Bergues
in S§ptember,1853. His policy was already clearly
formalated in his mind, It was "chercher son point
d'appui hors des partis existants, dans le conscience
da paya."llsna hoped to attraot those men of rare
Judgemenf who found the extreme character of party
politics distasteful, From each politioal'group he
took the best that they had to give, incorporating
it into his own pletform,"Il fut plus éloquent que
lee legitimistes pour défendre la fidéelité sux tra-

ditiona et proclamer les msritea et les servigces de

115,J.,des Coignets,"La Vie Intérieure de Lemartine™
Mercure de France MCMXIII,Paris P.238
116,Paul Bert,"Lamartine,Homme Social” :
Jouve et Cie,,Paris, p.l0
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la Restaurstion; plus courageux que les orléanistes
pour maintenir les principes fondsmentaux de 1'fordre
social; plus enthouaiaste que les républioains poar
apnoncer sux classes souffrantes l'avénement d*une
ére de justice et pour revendiquer les droits de la
11berté.“ll7ﬂe had sll the advantages of the separate
parties without their faults,

Low there was added to all that a lofty desire
for the spiritualization of society, preparation for
which he hoped to make by securing a certain freedom
in instruction and by doing away with capitol punieh-
ment, He has set forth his ideal in the following
words; "Le but, c'est la restauration de ls dignité
et de la moralité humsines dens toutes les classes
dont la société se compose; c'est la raison, la justice
et la charité sppliquéea progressivement dans toutes
les institutions politiques et civiles, jusqu'é ce
que la aooiété politique, qui n‘a éte trop souvent
que l'expression de la tyramnie du Tort sur le faible,
devienne 1l'expression de la penaée divine qui n'est

> , 118
que Jjustice, egalite et providence,"

117,J, des Coignets,"La Vie Intérieure de Lamartine”
Mercure de France MCMXIII,Paris pP.222

118.Xené Doumie,"Lemartine”,Librairie nachette et cie,,
Paris, P.83
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bot oniy had wamartine an attractive political
polisy,but he had a command of oratory that could
carry him far, His power of essimilation enebled him
to master readily the vital pointes of a queetion,
With astounding ease he could organize his thoughts
into sentences of fluent and powerful structure, The
charm of his vital personality and his thorough
uwrderstanding of mob psychology gave him ready con-
trol over his hearers,"Lamartine n's pas seulement
un brillant et seduisant langage, il a l'esprit sin-
guliérement riche, Stendu, sagace sans aubtilité et
fin avee grandeur; il abonde en idées habituellement
Qlevéea. ingénieueea, profondes méme: il peint large-
ment, quelquefois avec sutant de verite gue dfdelat,
les situations, les év‘nementa et les hommes: et il
excelle par instinet autant que par habilete ; apporter
de nobles raisons & l*appui de mauvaises oausea.‘u9
His oratorical ability had developed as unexpectedly
a8 his political influence had spread, Sm#ll wonder
that Talleyrand prophecied: "Vous étes entré dans les

affaires admirsblement, plus profond, plus juste et

119, P, Quentin-Bauchart ,"Lamertire,Homme FPolitigue™
Plon-Lourrit et Cie,,Paris,1903, PP.26-27
see note (Guizot,"Mémoiresa™, t,VII,P,31
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plus avant gque qui que ce soit, Un deux, trois ans

peut-8tre, vous ne pouvez manquer dfétre su coeur du
120

pays."

Ultimate success was by no means easy, however,
for Lamartine's independent attitude had won him the
hatred of all psrties, Becsuse the generosity of his
prineiples threatened tc disorganize these groups
devoted to striet political distinctions they sought
by every means to throw the up-start into evil repute,
They endeavored with emall success to use his re-
putation as a poet in order to mock Lamartine, the
politician, Rumors were started, affirming he had
80ld himself to the government, but the racts to the
contrary were too outstanding to give these lies
credence for long., The Orleesnists accused him of over-
weening ambition, but the people reitused to conviet
him, for they failed to tind tokens of conguest
.@ither in acquisition of favors or positions, As
Gnentin-Bauchart says,"Ceux gui 1l'ont aconsé d'égoisme
1' ont méconm; orgueilieux, veniteux méme, il le fut,

121
mais il ne travailla jamesis dans son interst propre,”

120,P,Quentin-Bauchart,"Lamertire,Homme Politique™
Plon-hourrit et Cie,,Paris, 1903 P.25
121,Idem p.19
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Thus he rather gained, instead of lost, ground in the
esteem of his fellowmen as the result of these accu-
gations, His course was free of corruption and guided
only by the highest ideals, As J, dee Coignets says,
the early years of his politieal career consisted
'mainly in strengthening his personal position, "Toute
ga tactique consiste, jusqu'sux environs de 1840 a
échapper sux séductions des partis et 8 fortitier esa
situation personnelle."l22

This period of struggle for political attain-
ment coincided with a spirituasl struggle in the soul
of Lamartine, Lo longer could he find happiness and
comiort in the faith of his youth, His mother had
held him by the besuty of her life and the strength
of her pereonality to contormity with the chareh,
Jd. des Coignets says,"Soutenn par elle et par sonm
amour pour elle, il a lutté contre ses doutes,étonffé
ce levain de scepticiame et de libéralisme que la
phiLoaophig do mitidme siécle avait dépoaé dane

gon sme,® With her passing in 1829, however, came

122,J,dee Coignets,"Ls Vie Intérieure de Lamartine®
Mercure de ¥rance ,MCMXIII,Psris P.230
123, Idem P.162
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a8 gradual weakening of his faith, stsyed only by
feeble efforts to remain true to her memory,., He

found it increasingly difficult to reconecile his per-
sonal beliefs with the dogma of the church, Seeking

8 worship of truth through the reason he found in
Roman Cstholiciem, a stronghold of sentiment, that
obescured the light of the ideal rather than concen=
trated it, He wrote,"de suis ratigué, malade,ennnyé.
La religion est pour moi une chose de volonte et de
raison plue que de sentiment, Il n'y s plue qu‘une

‘gshose & taire; fermer les yeux et prier Dieu; J'en

\

a

. 124
guie la,"™

Daring his oriental trip he made & pilgrimage
to the Holy Sepulchre, hoping to find there some
revelation of God that would definitely end his con-
fliet, Kneeling there, his soul merged with that of
the Infinite in wordless prayer, he rélt that ™ane
grande lumiere aelzgieon et de conviction se répandit

dans som esprit.," René Doumic writes,"Le voyage

lni a donné une confiance de plus en plus grande en

124,J.de8 Coignete,"Les Vie intérieure de Lemartine"
Mercure de France,MCMXIII,Paris p.156
125, Idem p.210
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lai, en ss raison, ou plutdt en son sentiment, en
son instinot, en son intuition: c'est désormsis, a

ges yeux, le moyen le plue court et le plus sir

d*atteindre toutes les véritéa de quelque ordre que
ce soit.“la6
The laat vestiges of his orthodoxy received

& severe blow when upon returning to Beyrouth he was
forced to bid an eternal farewell to his daughter,
Julia, who died in his arme on December 8,183%&,
Suffering from a lingering illness of some sort, per-
hapa, tuberculosis, the girl had become sfeadily
worse, after the beginning of the Orienmtal wrip, and
the attentions of the best physicians ocould not check
the disease, Lamartine immediately hsstened %o
Saint-Point in order to bury the child in the grave
of hia mother,"Lamartine en revenait abattu, désen-
chanté et aurtbut profondement tranarormé:'Ce voyage,
ces choses vues de prEa, cet affreux malheur m®ont
changé et bouleversé, Je ne suis plus le méme homme,
sau physique et su moral: ma philosophie méme, si une

misérable pensée mmaine mérite ce nom, n‘est pas ce

126.nené Doumiec,"Lemartine™,Librairie nachette et Cise,,
Paris, P77
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127
- /
qu'elle etait,”

Lamartine in his sutfering turned to his friends
for comtort., He urged Dargaud to come with all pos-
8ible speed to vieit him, Dargaud acecorded with his
wishes, and spent many days with him a% lonceau,
talking of things religious or philosophical, and
trying to obtain Irom him a confession of Deism, He
seized every opportunity to press upon him the accep-
tance o1 this creed, even writing him letters of ex-
hortation, although they were lodged in the same house,
Lamartine, pressed contimnally Ifor an answer, 8aid,
"Vous contessez Le déiame. J'y inocline, moi, je L'ai
bien éprouvé an Saint-sépulore et je l‘éfrouvé de
plus en plus; mais il me faut encore du temps pour
deux chose: d'abord pour me déterminer nettement,
irrgvooablement en moi-QOe, puis, pour exprimer
tout haut ma croyance intérieure. 11 serait, par
exemple, tréa inopportun en cet instant d‘éolater.
foute politique me serait fermée. Quand j‘asurai accom-
pli mon rote poiitique, 8 la bonne heure, Ce sera le

commencement de mon action reiigieuse, J@ ne suis

/
1287 .xene Doumic,"Lamartipe™,Librairie nachette et Cie,
Paris, P16
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128
qu‘s mon point de depart.,”

Lamartine was too clever to ruin his hope oI
political attainment by estrangement of the Church
tnrough acceptance of this new creed. He realized
it would be Iar petter to econtinue in his arfilia-
Tion to Homan Cafholiecism, to pose as a poet of
Christian virtues, but, whatever mask a man may
hold up to the world, his soul is laid pare in his
poetic compositions, So Lamertine Let his religious
doubte, his dead hopes, and nhis haif-Iormed belieIs
ereep into his "Jocelyn", Yhus he might express him-
self witn reassonable satety, iIor no oune could point'
1o the words oI nis priest nero as words embodyirg
the suthentic conression of the author, himselz,

ihe doubt thet was troubling the mind oI
Lamartine is clearly seen in the half-hearted con-
fession thet he at one time made concerning his taith,
He wrote,®Je suis enrétien, a peu d‘interprétationa
pr%a. Le peu de bien qui e8t en nous vient de La,et
je vénérerai toujours la source ou nos smes out puisé.

Maintenant, e christianisme a la lettre est-il 1le

128,J, des Coignets,"La Vie Intérieure de Lamartine”
Mercure de France ,MCMXIII,Paris P. 220
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christianisme en esprit? Le Christianieme qui a
traveraé, en s'en imprégnant, les téngbres des Qgea
les plus honteux de 1'esprit humain, est-il le
christianisme de ses Qges de développement et de
lumiere? L& est la question." That the church was
keeping abreast of the times was a matter of uncer-
tainty to him, He questioned the ability of the
doctrines confessed by his fathers to satisfy the
needs and to meet the problems of the day. He felt
that a more enlightened creed must be formalated for
a more enlightened world,

In "Jocelyn” his feeling on the matter is
again set iorth. No longer is needed the church of
great temporal power, hd longer are needed pontif-
kings to distribute the sections of the universe
among their crowned slaves, Ko longer is tolerated
the corruption and vice which appeared in the church
of Petrarch's day, lio longer need militant priests

patrol the country to threaten the unbeliever, The
power of gold snd sword is gone, Twice in ten years

the Gauls have forced the adherents of the church to

129,René Doumic,"Lamartine} Librairie Hachette et Cie.,
Paris, 4th edition p.86
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flee for their lives, have desecrated the temples,
and closed their doors, Pride of wordly strength is
gone; the humility of spiritual strength hae come to
face the new era, The priest of the day lives fru-
gally in his little hut, an instructor of children and
8 witness to "Un christ qui m'apprend le pardonl“lao
But the man who is blinded by the pompous dogma of
other days seea not the mellow light of the true
Christian spirit now burning, Repulsed by superficial
characteristica, he has lost that which he craved,
In new words Laemartine has recast his'oid question:
"le christispisme a la lettre est-il le christisnisme
en esprit?"

" n mendiant trouva des médailles en terre;

Dans une langue obscure on y liaait:"nyatére:“

Meéprisantl'effigie, il jeta som tresor.

Inaoneé, lui dit-on, quelle erreur est la tienne!

Qu'importe l'effigie ou profane ou chrétienne?

0 mendiant, o'etait de l'or'"lsl
Although the formal aspects of the ehurech

meant little to Lamartine, yet he looked upon them with

. 180,Lamartine,"Jocelyn" ,Librairie Hachette,Paris,1921 p.269
131,Idem P.270 ,
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toleration, They had served to bring down through
the ages a certain spirit of truth and ag a mesns
were to be respected., He has said through the lips
of Jocelyn,

"Si pour vos soifs sans esu l'esprit de l'éVengile
Est un bsume enfermé dans un vase d4'argile,
Hommes, saps le briser, transvasez la liqueur}
Collez pieusement la levre & l'orifice,

Et recueillez les eaux de ce divin cealice
Goutte a gountte dans votre coeurt"l32
The piety of Lamartipe's soul followed
chsnnels scarcely orthodox, We have seen that Dargaud
labored diligently to convert him to deiam, It is
difficult to Jjudge accurately of his success, but it
is certain that Lamartine was greatly influenced.
One recalls that he spoke of religion a8 a thing of
will and reason rather than of feeling, Is this not
the opinion of Jocelyn when, speaking of his God,bhe
says, |
"Son témoin 6ternel, N nous,c'est sa nature;
Son témoin éternel, & nous, c‘est sa raison!

133
Ses cleux sont assez clairs pour y lire son nom,"

132, Lamartine,"Jocelyn",Librairie Hachette,Parie,1921 p,269
183,Idem P.272
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This god was a creator and governor of physical
forces, busying himself with the ruling of the
plenets and gaiding the course of the winds,Nature
abounded in lessons of his etrength, But if he was
concerned with matters of major importance, &o also,
was he interested in the smesllest and most insigni-
ficant beings of his universe,

"Et, sons acception, son oeil monte et descend

De 1'orbe des soleila sux cheveux de 1'enfant,

Et juasqu'su battement de 1'inseneible artere

De 1l'insecte qui rampe & vos pieds sur la terre:"ls4

As J, des Coignets hae 2aid Lamartine sought

God everywhere, "Il cherche Dieu partont, et le
trouve partout dens la nature, et nulle part plus
clairement reflété que dans 1tetre aimé."ISBSO Jocelyn
sought God everywhere and found evidénoos of his
presence even in the soulful eyes of his faithful
.dog and in the beaunties of nature, He felt that a
8imilar spark of life glowed in man, animal, and

plant, a spark indestructable and eternal, Very like

184,Laemartine}Jocelyn",Librairie hachette,Parie,1921 p.277
185,d, des Coignets,"lLa Vie intérieure de Lamartine”
Mercure de France MCMXIII,Paris P, 158
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the conviction of Lamartine is the belief of

Jocelyn set forth in the following: |
"De ce qui s'aima tant la tendre sympathie,
Homme ou plante, jamais ne meurt anéantie:
Dien la briee un instant, mais pour la réunir: b
Son sein est asasez grand pour nous tous contenir,”
That Lamartine had allowed the freedom of hia
religiona thought to show itself in his hero,-Jocelyn,
was cause for comment, especially among the orthodox,
Thies rebuke closely followed the publication of his
work,"si 1'incertitude est dans votre ame, borit
"1'Wniversité Catholique™ aprés "Jocelyn®, ne vous
‘féites pas un faux devoir de franchise de la faire
passer dans vos ehanta.'lszvidently eriticism was
rather widespread for Lamartine found it necessary to
write in the poseript of hie new edition,"Quant a une
attaque su christianisme catholique: ce aérait mé
connaitre également et 1'instinet dn po%te et le taoct
moral de l'homme que de supposer une intention de

138
polémique hostile dane un ouvrage de poéﬁie pure,”™

136, Lamartine,"Jdocelyn} Librairie nachette,Paris,1921 p.243

137,J, des Coignets,”La Vie Intérieure de Lamartine™
Mercure de France MCMXIII,Paris P.212

138, Lemartine,"Joocelym”,Librairie Haohette,Paris, 1921 p,.IX
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There ie little doubt that the work wes not intended
for a theological treatise, but that the liberal
views of Lamartine were incorporated into Jocelyn's
personality is equally certain,

As Lamartine gave expression to his religious
wapderings, so he set down his social and political
ideas, He was especially interested in the concept
of progress, which saw humanity advancing in certsain
eyocles, Although man wae not always permitted to
anticipate the working out of these cycles , & divine
destiny wes guiding affairs, "Il nous est peut-etre
déJE donné d'entrevoir su moins l‘époque qui anocédera
} la n3tre, apréa les cing ou 8ix siscles qu'sura
dure 1'Sge de liberté, nous passerons & 1‘Age de
vertu et de religion pures, sux promesses accomplies
da législateur divin, M l‘éPOQue de charité."lngaoh
cycle prepared for the next and the seeming injustices
and cruelties of one were sanctified by_the advance-
ments thus sttained in the other,"Le progrés est la

loi de l‘histoire et les destructions nécesssires

139.{ P,R.,p.36) as quoted by Psul nert,"Lamartine,
Homme Social®,douve et cie,,Paris P.58 .
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140
en sont le moyemn." Herein lies Justification for

the atrocities of revolution, The force which upsets
the estasblished order ie the working of divine action
among men and is urging civilization ever onwerd and
upward,

Jocelyn must have accepted the same law, He,
too0, sees humanity preparing for future glories
through the destruction of past institutions,
gtruggling blindly iﬁ ite work, yet directed by a
master's hand,

“dﬁ les pousse pourtant ce vague entrainement?
Pourguoi vont-ils combattre et mourir ai gaiement ¥
Leur esprit ne sait pas, leur instinet eait d‘avance
118 vont, comme un boulet, dﬁ la force les lance,
ébranler le préeenx, démolir le pasaé,

Effacer sous ton doigt quelque empire efiacé,
Faire piace sur terce a quelgue destinee

Invieible pour nous, mais pour toi déjg née,
Xt que tu vois déjg eplendid, Sh nos esprits

141
m'aper?oivent encore que pouasiBre et débris!"

140.nen3 Doumic,"Lamartine®,Librairie nachette et cie,,
Paris, P.70
141, Lemartine,"Jocelyn",Librairie Hachette,Paris,1921 p.225
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Lamartine was seeking to do his share towards ‘
haestening the advent of a more entightened cycle, .
towards bringing about the spiritualization of
society., He sought a more general recognition for
the principlea of tumanity, equality, and morality
in the codes of the nation, He has said,"Pour résoudre
chaque gquestion, il faut prendre "le bien lLe plus
général pour objet, la raison morale pour guide, la
conscience pour juge."142

Jocelyn recommended & liKe standerd as messuring
rod for the two brothers who weié quarreling over
the boundary line of a field, ne related to them the
parable of two other brothers who sought to measure
off their separate portions of a common tield by the
shadow of s tree., But, by the Letter of their agree-
ment, however, one brother was 2ble to claim the
whole tield when the evening sun threw its shadow

over the whole expsnsae §f gfoand. Retribution came to
the other, however, when the storms of winter uprooted
the tree, Since there was no lLonger a shadow, he

ecould rightfully claim all the land as his, Pazzled,

142,P,uentin-Bsuchart,"Lamartine,nomme Politique”
Librairie Plon Plon kourrit et cCie,,Paris,1903 p,10
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they asked of each other,"Where now is justice?™ A
wise man, passing by answered tkem,
®"La Justice est en vous: que cherchez.yous ailleure?
La borne de vos champsaf plentez-la dasns vos coeurs,
Lee deux Irérea, du sage écoutant le conseil,
Partagérent leur champ aves leur'conaoienoe,
Et devent 1'invieible et ridéle témoin
sul ne fit son sillon ni trop prés ni trop .l.oin."145
Justice dwells,then,not in arbitrsry standarde which
changing conditions may render grossly unfair, but,
in the etermnasl truth of comnscience, This was the
belief of Jocelyn, thie, the belief of Lamartine,

In political Life we have seen that Lamsrtine
was an attractive rigure because of the generosity of
his views, e had found something commendable in each
party, something worthy of adoption into his own plat-
form, His appeal reached soross greater distances by
ite Liberality then woald have been posaible if he
had restricted himself to the narrow confines of a

single party, "Son langage pla?t cees B tous par la

143, Lamartine,"Jocelyn, Librairie nachette,Paris,1921 p,265-6
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besuté du progremme qu’il développe en termes trop
144

généraux pour troisser persomnne,” TFollowing the
presentation of his policy ir the Chambre, he has
said thaet men irom every cormer of the house, unknown |
and even hostile to him, had come to shake his hand,
end say,"Voils eniin L' homme qu‘il nous fsudrait, : ;
les doctrines elevées, morales, comciitistrices qui
nous réuniraient sous tous les arapeaux:'145

This poliey of tolerasnce is the same which
Jocelyn expounded betore his parishioners when he
found them disputing concerning the burial of the
dead pedler and heretic in the holy groundé of their
cemetery, After taking boards from his own bed in
order to fashion nie coffin, he turned to them and
said,

"Vous eroyez posaéder'seule lea cartes divines,
VYouse croyez qu'il feit nuit derriere vos eoilines,
Qn'E votre jour celui qui ne s*éclaire pas
lMarche aveugle et son ciel dans l‘ombre du tréﬁaa:
Or, sachez que Dieu 8seul, source de la lumisre,

La répand sur toute ame et sur toute paupiére:

4 A
Gune chagque homme a son jour, chaque age sa elarté,

144, P, uentin-Bauchsrt,"Lamartine ,Homme Politique™
Libreirie Plon Plon-Nourrit et Cie.,Psris,1903 pp.23-4
145,.Idem P.24
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Chaque rayon d'en haut sa part de vérité,

Bt que lui seul il ssit combien de Jour ou dfombre

Contient pour ses enrants ce rayon toujours sombre:&46
There is the same readiness io recognize truth at the
houge of another aes displayed by Lamartine,

Ipdeed, vocelyn in the ninth epoque of the book
geems Little more than the mouthpiece of the poet.
Through this means we hear speak the Lamartine of
political asmbition, of social reform, and of religious
doubt, but there is still more, for there is
Lamartine, the man and poet, saddened by the lLo8s of
his loved ones, Having suifered within a short time
the double grief of giving up both mother and daughter
to death, he Ifeels himself deserted in s strange
Land, He saya,"i ceci il n'y & pas de reméde, il n'y
a8 plus qu un éternel souvemir qui me montre un immense
vide, qui me dit: tout a'évanouira saussi; pourquoi
remuery¥ pourquoi travailler? pourquoi grandir devant
les hommea?“l47

The %ords of Jocelyn pick up the strain, echoing

the broken-hearted complaint of Lamsrtine, The occasion

l40, Lamsrtine,"Jocelyn”,Librairie Hachette,Paris,1921 p.248.9
147 .kené Doumie,"Lamartine“,Librairie Hachette et Cie,,
Psria, P.67




121

for their utterance ies the death of Laurence, a
death made doubly painiul by a coriession of love
Irom this one who seemed Long since to have Iorgotten.
The short-lived ecstacy of knowing himself Loved
cast vocelyn that much deeper into despair at the
loss of that Lové. Life was empty, purposeliesa:

"Allons, Jje n‘ai donc plus qu‘a suivre ce que jfaimei

Plus rien derriere moi sur ce bord du tombeaul

Plus rien dans cet exil a regretter de beaun}

Tout ce qu‘aima mon oceil a déserté la terre;

J'y suis encore,Seigneur, mais j'y suis solitaire.”14e

The burial of Laurence by Jocelyn has much in

common with that of Madame de Lamartine by her son.
Madasme de Lamartine had died in Qectober,1829, during
Alphonse‘s absence at Paris where preparations were
going Iorward Ior nis admission into the French
Academy.Hastening home he had arrived too Late for
his mother‘s last farewell, and, maddened by griet,
he could only busy himselif in the periormance of the
sad funeral rites, Despite the inclemency of the

Ta ke
winter weather, he set out to eexmduet the body to

148, Lamertine,"Joceiyn*,Librairie nachette,Paris, 1921l p,.290



122

Saint-Point for barial.Msurice Levailliant writes,
"Le cortége funébra de Mme 9e Lamartine, en novembre
1829,ntteignit uilly vers & neures du matin et en
repartit pour Saint-Point, apréa une halte de gquelgues
heures, des les premiérea lueurs de L‘aube.'légTho
familiarity of the old road must have called to mind
many scenes of his childhood, many memories of his
mother,
the Tfuneral procession of Laurence journeyed

under like ecircumstances, the path to the uwrotte des
Aigles, so dirficult to climb evem in the best of
weather, was rendered dangerous by the Ialling sleet,
docelyn says,

"Gletait une des mits sauvages de novembre,

160
Dont la rigueur saisit l'homme par chaque membre,"

Even the hour must nave been the same, for vocelyn
rerers to the Iirst pale Light ot dawn stealing above
the norizon, the route, too, was a Tamiliar one, even
as well known t0 Jocelyn as the one trom milly to

Saint-roint was to Lamartine. 1%, too, was a lane of

149 .naurice ueveillant,"Lamartine,ueuvres choisies®
~ Librairie A Hatier,raris,1vy2d P. 103
15U, vamartine,“Joceiyn”,Librairie nachette,raris, 1921 p.289
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memories,peopled with rantomes of the happiness that
Laurence snd Jocelyn had kpmown there,

Perhaps, a part o1 the sorrow that burdened
Lemartiue’'s soul was still thne old grief for his
slvire, indeed, vocelyn: s experiences in Paris recall
those oziuamartine daring the winter that he spent in
the capital to be near mme Charlies,”“Pendant quatire
mols ile se verront chaque Jour: chaque Jjour iis
;cnangeront wue lLettre, une lLougue lettre, qui 8era
toute pleine des eriusions, et pariois aussi des
plaiutes et des reprocnes d'un amour trop violent
pour ne pas avoir 8ses heures troubiées et ses souf-

151
Irances,”

Lhmartine Enew the emotion thaet drove voceLyn
to walch benes8th the baicony oI Laureuce Ior the
mefe piLeasure oI seeirg the loved Iorm pass the
window or hearinug the dear voice raised in econversa-
tion., ne had been tourmented by the expestancy which
showed him his dear one in each passer-by, and he
had known the thrill whish Jocelyn had experienced

at the chance meeting of Lsurence in the church,

161,René Doumic,"Lamartine,"Librairie Hachette et Cie.,
Paris P.42
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"Quelle fisvre! Oh! chassez l'image qui me tue!
'Eat-ce un songe? est-ce une ombre? est-ce elle
que j'ai vae?
Ahf c'est elle! § mon coeur, tu ne peux %'y tromper:
Lulle sutre d'un tel coup ne pouvait te frapper.
La revoiri" oo
But that, too,.is ended., Mme Charles is dead; Laurence
is dead, The world is empty. There is left only the
struggle of divine faith with despair,
S0 we leave the consideration of Lamartine,
having trsced as best we can the incorporastion of
his life into that of his hero, Jocelyn, That there
have been trasits of the priest as yet unaccounted
for is readily perceived, but we have yet another
model to examine before a final judgment may be reached,
The last model is obscure, lmmble, and little known,

yet evidently of such a character as to attract the

poet.

152, Lamertine,"Jdocelyn” ,Librairie Hachette,Paris, 1921 p,227
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M. AKTOIR AS JOCELYN

In the "Commentaire de la Douziséme Harmonie™
Lamartine writes,"Je m'en suis souvenu en éoriVant,
dix ans aprEs, les sites de Valneige, dans le petit
poeme de"Jocelyn¥ la figure de M, Antoir se retrouve
susei dans celle de ce pauvre pr%tre.“153

Maurice Levaillant seems to be the only of
the eritics to have taken any note of this man, After
citing Lemartine'e own worde in regsrd to him, he,
also, adds,"Quelques traits de ce M, Antoir ount
certainement servi & idealiser la figure du cure de
campagne.“l54

The vagueness of both statements leaves much
to be desired, Perhsps a survey of M, Antoir's life
as set down by Lamartine will bring forth his perso-
nality more clearly, and enable one to trace the re-
flection of his soul in that of Jocelyn, Lamartine,
while in Florence as secretary of the embassy, came

in cohtact with M, Antoir who was employed in the

diplomatic service es chancelor, Following the death

155.Oeuvree\00mplétes de Lamartine,®Commentaire de
la Douzieme Harmonie"” ,MDCCCLX,Paris p.351

154 .Maurice Levaillant,"Lamartine,Qeuvres Choisies"
Librairie A.Hatier,Paris, 1925 p.b89
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of M, de la liaisonfort, Lamartine took control of
affairs, and saw fit to raise M, Antoir several
degrees in the hierarchy to a position of control

over all the details of sdministration, The man was:

a Frenchman by birth, an exile of Toulon, He, still

2 child, together with his family, had been driven

to teke refuge in Tuscany as a result of the revolu-
tionary disturbances, From the time of that forced
departure in 1793 he had never again seen hie native
land, but had taken up his life in hias new surrondings
as best he could, Financial aid came to him from
geveral sources, He received a small pension from

the French crown upon the restoration of the Bourbons,
and the Tuscan govermment, also, granted him small
favors,

He was keenly interested in his new homs,
Lamartine says he knew Florence better than a Florentine,
for during thirty years of hies life he hsd nothing
to do but study that city of art.”Il n'y avait pas
dane la ville et dana les compagnes environnantes
un site, une vills historique, un convent, une
chapelle, une statue, un tableasun, qu'il n'eut visité,

155
noté, enregiatré." He was entlmeiasstic in his praise

155, 0suvres complétes de Lemartine,"Commentaire de la
Douziéme Harmonie,® MDCCCLX,Paris p.350
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for Florentine art, snd his wide knowledge, extending
across the centuries of the Medici, of Boccacio, and
of Dente to the days of Alfieri and Nicolini, made

an excellent guide for the young Lamartine,

Sometimes their excursions carried them
farther afield, and on one of these occasions they
visited Vallombreuse, & noted monastery, built among
the rocky heights of the Apennines, M.Antoir was a
frequent vieitor there, and,due to his ascquaintance
with the monks, could secure a most hospitable wel-
come for his companion, They were given a cell and
were granted the freedom of the solitary walks, The
isolation of the place from all worldly things, its
striking natural beauty, and its spirit of holy
meditation refreshed the soul of the poet and endeared
it in his memory forever,

The visit served to strengthen the friendship
that wae growing between M, Antoir and Lamesrtine,
The latter writes,"Nous ne terdfmes pas & nous lier
d'une veritable smitie; il etsit botaniste, j'etais
poBte; nous nous touchions de pr%s par cette mnature
qu'il étudiait et que je chantais, meis que nous

166
aimione d'une meéme pession tous les deux,"™

166 . Maurice Leveillant,®"Lamartine,Qeuvres Choisies"
Librairie A,Hetier,raris,1925 p.b89
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Their intimacy strengthened by the solitude
of Vallémbreuse was responsible for M. Antoir's con-
fiding to Lamartine the secret of his life, He was in
love with a Plorentine woman of the bourgeocisie, For
twenty yesrs he had loved her, but marriage seemed
impoesible since both were without fortune snd any
children born of the union must lack not only property
bat netive country, kesigned to the sorrow of their
lot, they had kept ever fresh the love of their
youth, In the morning M.Antoir carried flowers to the
window of his dear one, In the evening he escorted
her and her sisters to walk the wooded paths which
follow the course of the Arno, For more than a decade
this had continued, Then he married the one he loved,
They had a little home surronded by & small garden
on the hille of Fiesole,"Il y tranapérta ges herbiers,
ses tablesux, ses recueils de dessins des grands
maftree florentins, qu'il avait amaaséa pendant
quarante ans avec une patience et une ponotualite de
cenobite. 157His heppiness 80 delayed was destined

to be short-lived, for after several years he died,

187,0euvres Completea de Lamartine,"Commentaire de
la Douzieme Harmonie™,MDCCCLX,Paris p,.362
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At the time of Lamertine's stay in Florence
he described M. Antoir as a man sbout fifty years
old, though his blond hair was tinged with gray,
the hint of age was dispelled by his e¢hild-like
spirit, His face showed a calm and noble beauty that
was accentusted by the candor of his blue eyes. He
was tall, alendqr, and possessed of a certain mascu-
line grace.

It is, perheps, to this man that certain of
the more gentle traits found in Jocelyn may be attri-
buted, Lamertine apeaké of the delicaey of soul that
lead M. Antoir to seek the joys of solitude,”™ Sa
dature etait trop timide, trop délieate, trop facile
a froisser pour supporter le rude contact des événe-
ments, dea choses, des hommes.‘lsBThe esrly exper-
iences which he had with a hostile society that drove
him from his home served to heighten his nastive re-
luctance to enter into the struggles of active life.

His sensitivity reminds one of vocelyn‘s de-
licate nature that was thoroughly baffled by the

confusion of Paris, nis bewilderment penetrates his

158,0euvres gomplétes de Lamertine,"Commentsire de
la Douzieme Harmonie” ,MDCCCLX,raris p,352
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words a® he protests asgainst the murrying crowds:
"Oh. que le bruit mmain a troublé mes esprits!
@uel ouragen de l'8me il soutfle dans Paris!
uel orageux néant, quelle mer de tristesse,
chaque 1fois gque j‘y rentre, en me glagant m' oppressei
Il semble que ce peuple oL Je veis ondoyer
Dans ces goufires sans fond du flot va me noyer:
Que le regard de Dieu me perd dans cette foule:
Que je porte 8 moi seal le poide de cette houle:
Qune son immense euwni, son agitation,
M'entrainent faible et seul dans son attraction:
Et que, s8i je venais ; tomber sous ses pas,
cette foule ; mes cris ne s'asrreterait pas,
Mais, comme une machine 8 gon but élancée,
Passerait sur mon corps ssasns meéme une pensée."lsg
Turning in horror irom thie hubbub, both
Apntoir apnd Joecelyn sought the calm of solitude which
like a balm soothed the heart of its pain. In the prese

of the Pariwian crowds Jocelyn longs for the silence

159, Lamartine,"Jocelyn",Librairie nachette,Paris,1921 p,220-1
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of his valneige.
"oh'nuit de ms montagne, heure ou tout Trait silence
_Soue le ciel et dans MoOileececcacevecces
Silence dans mon Sme, on quelques bruits intimes
Qu'un calme universel vient bientot aaaoupir:“160
Antoir, also, loved isolation, It was his desire
to pe alone, to separate himsell from the bustle of
the world that led him frequently to the thoughtful
solitude of vallombremse, Lamartine says of him,"La
solitude etait sa vocation; il l'avait atteinte N
la tin, "161
The desires of this men were simple and seemed
easy of attaimment, He did not ask of the world
fame or wealth, but Jjust the privilege to love and
pray, ne was "content de peu dans le sein de la ns-
ture, de l'smour, de la priére."162
Jocelyn asked no more, As he and Lsurence

dresmed of the ruture in the urotte des Aigles, he

did not tear to fsce a humble Life of poverty as-

160, LamertinejJocelyn" ,Librairie nachette,Paris,1921 p.223
161.Qeuvree Complétes. de Lamartine,"Commentaire de ls

~ Douzieme Harmonie™,MDCCCLX, Parls P.362
162,Idem p. 352
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long as he had love, It is true Laurence hoped
vaguely that some remanent of her rortune might be
spared ner by the nevolutionists, but she was con-
teﬂt to see Jocelyn and herself as s
"Pauyre couple caché dans quelque chambre nue,
Abritant sous les toite une joie inconmme,
Achetént par le jour le douxX repos du soir,
Pais su soleil couché revenant 8'y rassgeoir,
Y rendre grﬁce 5 Dien, dans leur reconnaissance,
De ce bouheur obscur caché sous l'indigence,
De cette chaste couche &i L‘amour les bgnit,

163
De ces oisesux en cage et chantant sur leur nid."

They both asked little to complete their happi-

neas, yet that lLittle was denied them, Both had to

go through lLife without the companionship of their
loved onee, Antoir did rind a realization of his
dreams, but it came very late in life and only after

a8 long period of bitter demnisl, 1hey both met the
trial of faith with an urusual sweetnese of spirit,
The calmness of resignation gave them strength to

gacritice that which they most desired, Lamartine

163, Lamartine,"Jocelyn”,Librairie Hachette,Psris,1921 p,136
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deseribes the relation of M, Antoir and his beloved,
®Teur amour n‘6tait qu‘une amitié passionnée, une
ﬁabitude douee, une resigrnation a deux dans la dou.leur'.‘ls4
Jocelyn felt no rancor at his loss, only a
profound grief, He, éa Antoir, knew the comfort and
peace that resignation brings to the heart,
"Sa douleur d'un seul trait ne 1'avait pas vidée;
Mais, sdorant de bieu le sévere dessein,
Il sut la porter pleine et pure dans son aein."w5
The loneliness of M, Antoir was the more poignant
because he was iz a strange country far from his
native land, Though loving his adopted country dearly
he 8till zelt s strange detachment in regard to it,
and the emptiness of his heart could not be rilled,
Lamartine observed the longing that he felt tfor his
home, and wrote,”On sentait en ilui L-exile oondamné
8 baisser Le front et a chercher en vain ss place,
déa son entance, parmi les étrangere, dgpayaé par-

166
tout, et portent sa seule patrie dans son eoeur,”

164,veuvres uompletes de Lamartine,"Commentaire de la
Douzieme Harmonie" ,MDCCCLX, Paris p.352

165, Lamartine,“Jocelyn" Librairie Hachette,Paris, 19281 p,313

166, Qeuvres Complétes de Lamartine, 'Commenta1re de la
Douziéme Harmonie™,MDCCCIX, Paris P.352
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Jocelyn, too, has known the pain of exile, He
has seen his mother and sister drivem to flee the
country ror safety, and he, himself, had hurried to
the mountain tops to hide until changing evente
would permit his return,

"Ainei me voilg seul, orphelin dane ce mondel

QMa mére avec ma soeur eat errante sur 1¢onde:

Elles vont, au hasard des vents et de la mer,

‘D'un parent inconmm chercher ie pain amer,

Et, sur un continent peuplé de solitudes,

Changer de ciei,d’amis, de coeur et d'habitudee£"167

For many years he was far irom the land of
bhis birth, and the passage of time only served to
increase his longing for home and friends, When
dreams pressed too thickly upon him, he turned for

consolation to his God,

' 168
"Ohf{ courege, o mon coeur} la patrie est en Dieaul™

It i8 the sentiment of Antoir that rings in

these words, It is the tender soul of the exile

167, Lamartine,"docelyn”,Librairie nachette,Paris, 1921 p.41
168,1dem P.206.
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geeking in the communion with wod & native Land,

indeed, the infiuence of this sojourner in Tuscany
shows plainly in the character of Jocelyn, Mach of
his rerined spirit hss found ites plasce in the soul

oI the priest,
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V. CONCLUSION

Three men have been cited as poesible models
for Jocelyn, the hero of Lamartine’s masterpiece,
One is Lfabbé Lumont: the second is Lamartine, him-
self; an&,tne third is M., Antoir, 1o whom fslls the
honor of having his character incorporated into that
0of the priest hero, oI having his name made immortal
by the famous poet? Is it Dumont with hie melancholy
restlessness, his moods of revolt, and his distaste
for thinge clerical? Is it Lamartine with nis youth-
ful ecstacies, or his later doubts? Is it, perhaps,
M, Antoir with his Love oI solitude and his patient
resignation to misfortune? In tne separate considera-
tion o tnese men there nave always appeared inexpli-
cable differences when their characters were plasced
beside that oI vocelyn., Lo ome perscmnality completely
coincided with tnat of the nero.

what ia the explasnation? Must one attribute
the divergency simply to the poet’s desire to rearrange
his material into artistic form and to add imaginative
bits in order to round nis character out to perfection?

There i® mo quarrel with the suthor on this score, for




in a poet ore cannot seexk & matter-ol-tact historian,

It is the particular charm ol a poet tThat hie imagi-

nation can raise exXperiences oI tne world to & higher

level, this woula probably offer a Ieasible soiution

iI Lamartine nad been kKnown to have only oume person

in mind when he created his Jocelyn. un tne coutrary,

there were three at hand when ne Iashioned tne curé
ol valneige,

Kach oI these turee snow unmistakable evidences
of havinug coutributed some traits to the formation
of this chnaracter, Yo no 8ingle individual cau we
point &8 model, Ior the personality oI voceliyn is s
oomposite one formed of characteristice of 1'abbé Damont,
Lemartine, and M. Antoir, His character is & blend
of several characters, even as his history is a blend
of several histories.

To 1'abbé Dumont Jocelyn owes the experiences
following his flight from the seminary., The escape
from Revolutionery forces, ﬁhe rescue of a young
noblewoman, the consequent love affair during the
period of hiding, the loss of happiness through the
working out of forcea beyond his control, the entrance
into holy orders, amd the subsequent devotion to a

life of ministry in a small community are episodes
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from the life of Dumont. Certain incidences in the
epilogue regarding the death of Jocelyn, his beaqueat
of property to the poet, amd his buriasl by the poet
are facts of Dumont's history.

To 1'abbé Dumont Joeelyn owes the energetic
side of his personality. The spirit that led him to
aotion, the courage that upheld him in time of erisis,
and the boldness of adherence to the Royalist csuse
in face of persecution were traite borrowed from
Damont., The vitality that sought the companionship
of living creastures, that found enjoyment in the
free play of animals was the vitality of Dumont. From
the same source came 8 profound respect for the teacher
of his youth, the cars,

Lamartine drew from his own experiences in
depicting the early life of Jocelyn. The hero st
home with his mother, sister, and friends is Lamartine
at Milly., The sacrifice of Jocelyn for his sister is
the imaginative painﬁing of Lamartine's defense of
Césarine'e marriage with imbdee de Parseval, The
leaving of Jocelyn for the seminary and his life
there is the departure of Lamartine for the Collsge

de Belley and his stay at that institution, The
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restlessness of growth, the languor of awakening love,
and the ecstacies of a developing soul are experiences
attributed to Jocelyn from the poet’'s own life, A deep
love of femily, a fondness for nature, and a psssion
for reading sre Lasmartine’'e characteristics incorpo-
rated into his hero,

The strain of Lamartine is here lost under the
pronounced influence of tumont and does not clearly
show itself again until the end of the book, Jocelyn
in Paris, seeking to catch sight of Lsuremnce, is
Lamsrtine spending the winter at the capital to be
near lMme Charles, Jocelyn toiling through the rigors
of s winter night to convey the body of Laurence to
the Grotte des Aigles is Lasmartine following the funeral
procession of his mother to Ssint-Point for burisl,
The religiouns gropings and the striving for socisl
betterment of Jocelyn are the disturbences of soul
experienced by Lamartine, Jocelyn grieving for the
death of Lsurence is Lemartine incomsolable becsuse
of the lose of all he loved, for the loss of mother,
daughter, and sweatheart,

M. Antoir holds the secret of Jocelyn' sweet-
ness of charscter, The gentle patience snd calm re-

signation of the priest was his, The humbleness of
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life, the simpliecity of tastes, and the enjoyment
of solitude were traits that Joecelyn received of
him, The horrors of flight and the loneliness ox
exile, a8 Jocelyn knew them after the demolition of
the seminary by the Revolutionists, were the suffer-
ings endured by M. Antoir when drivemn from his native
Toalon,

Some characteristics of Jocelyn are contribu-
tionme of sll three, 1'abbe Damont, Lamsrtine, and
M. Antoir, For exasmple, they all have a certain love
of nature, Lamartine loved to observe its beauties
and to read in it lessons set forth by God, Dumont
énd Antoir, while enjoying the sesthetic side of
nature, liked also to train and cultivate the plants
of the earth for their own use, Jocelyn shows him-
self skin to each in his appreciation of a sunset,in
his understanding of God's will in the phenomena
about him, and in his enjoyment of time spent working
in his garden,

Dumont and Lamartine are both responsible for
the love of reading that shows itself in Jocelyn,
Although these two men are equally fond of books, their

taste in literature varies slightly, Dumont is attracted
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more readily by philosophical books, while Lgmartine
enjJoyed novels and poetry above all else, Perhaps,
Jocelyn leans more toward Lesmartine's reading habits
than those of Dumont,

Indeed, the poetic imagination of Lamartine
has so pgrfectly blended the personalifies of these three
models that it is difficult to say this is the attri-
bute of one, this, of another, Careful examination
shows clearly, however, that certain distinct oharac-
teristics of each have gone to make up the gomposite
man, known a8 Jocelyn, These outstanding traits have
been enumersted above and taken together offer a much
more satisfactory explanation of the priest's character
than the personality of any esingle individual, So Dumonf,
Lamsrtine, and Antoir must cease striving for possession
of the niche honored by Jocelyn's name, They mist be
content to share the space together, nor need they
fear room will be lacking, for the breadth and erth

of that cherished miche is grest emough for them all,
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