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1988). NMF'S evaluated current scientific studies, biological information, public comments,
recommendations made by the Recovery Team and the Marine Mammal Commission, and
comments on the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement to determine if the monk

seal’s habitat range remained consistent with the definition of “critical habitat”.

Of biggest concern was how the Hawaiian economy might be affected. Federal
agencies are in charge of monitoring human activities in critical habitat; funding and
authorization is their responsibility as well. These agencies must also consult with the NMEFS
of any actions they may be taking to ensure that Hawaiian monk seals are not harmed in
anyway. Included in this ruling are maps of each island labeled as critical habitat (Federal

Register 1988).

August 2007 brought many changes to current conservation efforts being put forth
at that time. A five year review of the standing of the monk seal as well as the creation of a
new recovery plan was announced in the Federal Register on August 22, 2007. A review of a
species allows the NMES to look at current scientific data, to either remove a species from
the list (delisting) or reclassify a species, from endangered to threatened or vice versa
(Federal Register 2007)Scientific support for review can come from five different categories
including: (A) species biology such as, “population trends, distribution, abundance,
demographics, and genetics”; (B) habitat conditions such as, “amount, distribution, and
suitability”; (C) conservation efforts in use to aid the species; “(D) status and trends of
threats; and (E) other new information data or corrections including, but not limited to ,
taxonomic or nomenclatural changes, identification of erroneous information contained in

the List, and improve analytical methods” (Federal Register 2007). Upon completion of the
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