GUTLER UNIVERg) .

LIBRARIES
* ’ Butler University
BA S Digital Commons @ Butler University
Scholarship and Professional Work - LAS College of Liberal Arts & Sciences
2010

Feeling of Knowing and Retrieval Failure: Tip-of-the-Tongue State
is Not the Only Option

Amanda C. Gingerich
Butler University, mgingeri@butler.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.butler.edu/facsch_papers

b Part of the Cognitive Psychology Commons, and the Experimental Analysis of Behavior Commons

Recommended Citation

K. S. Johns, L. R. Brooks, and Amanda C. Gingerich. "Feeling-of-knowing and retrieval failure: Tip-of-the-
tongue state is not the only option" 22nd Annual Convention of the Association for Psychological Science.
Boston, MA. May. 2010.

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences at Digital
Commons @ Butler University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Scholarship and Professional Work - LAS by an
authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Butler University. For more information, please contact
digitalscholarship@butler.edu.


https://digitalcommons.butler.edu/
https://digitalcommons.butler.edu/facsch_papers
https://digitalcommons.butler.edu/las
https://digitalcommons.butler.edu/facsch_papers?utm_source=digitalcommons.butler.edu%2Ffacsch_papers%2F184&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/408?utm_source=digitalcommons.butler.edu%2Ffacsch_papers%2F184&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1236?utm_source=digitalcommons.butler.edu%2Ffacsch_papers%2F184&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalscholarship@butler.edu

Feeling of Knowing and Retrieval Failure: Tip-of-the-Tongue State 1s Not the Only Option

Kathleen S. Johns, B.A. Leah R. Brooks Amanda C. Gingerich Hege, Ph.D.
Butler University

Abstract Method Results

Participants: We predicted that individuals would be able to

We investigated whether individuals are able to 23 Butler University underaraduate students differentiate between being in a tip-of-the-tongue state
differentiate being In a tip-of-the-tongue state y . | and knowing, but being unable to recall, information.

from the metacognitive experience of Knowing brocedure: That is, we expected individuals to report a higher

Information, but being unable to recall it. Results - sroportion of KCR than TOT responses.
indicate that being unable to recall known Participants were given two “clues” and then asked to

information is separate from, and more common Indicate how well they knew the answer (1.e., make a feeling- The results show that individuals reported a higher

than, experiencing a tip-of-the-tongue state. of-knofwing jtifjgmim) Wit;‘_inhﬁtve ;econdtsﬁ They wtere then proportion of KCR responses (Mg = .17) than TOT
given four options from which to choose the correct answer. responses (My— = 10). t (22) = 3.97, p < 001,

Each participant completed 200 of these trials.

Sample Clues:
_ead singer - Rolling Stones

Background

Although past research has found a dissociation
between tip-of-the-tongue (TOT) states and
feeling of knowing (FOK)*, much previous ceeling of Knowina (FOK) Ratin
research on the tip-of-the-tongue phenomenon

presents participants with three response options: “I know the answer. | could tell you what
KNOW (participant knows the ansier), DO enow scourately selectiffrom four choices.
NOT KNOW (participant does not know the 4 |
answer), and TOT (participant Is In a tip-of-the- Tip-of-the- “I am on the verge of remembering the
ongue sate) Thepurpose of aursudywes o Tongue Sate 70457 LS IURE] KA
determine whether participants could (TOT): o four choices y N .
differentiate the metacognitive experience of a CSpPONSE 1ype
TOT state from the general feeling of knowing Know. but “| feel like | know the answer, but | can’t

information, but being unable to recall it. think of it right now; | am fairly confident .
: Cannot Recall that | could accurately select it from four Conclusions

(KCR): choices.” . o . .
| Participants did indeed report a higher proportion of
“I do not know the answer and | never did;

Do N.ot Know ot confident that | could accurately k_now, but cannot recall” (KCR) respc_)ns_es than of
(DK): select it from four choices.” “tip-of-the-tongue” (TOT) responses, indicating that
1 Yaniv, I, & Meyer, D. E. (1987). Activation and metacognition of the metacognitive experience of a TOT state IS

Inaccessible stored information: Potential bases for incubation . -, . .
effects in problem solving. Journal of Experimental Psychology: phenomenologically distinct from a KCR situation.

-earning, Memory, and ognition, 13(2), 187205 sample Answer Choices: This finding has implications for how researchers
Bacon, E., Schwartz, B. L., Paire-Ficout, L., & lIzaute, M. (2007).

Dissociation between the cognitive process and the a. Steven Tyler c. Kurt Cobain investigate metamemory and the underlying

phenomenological experience of TOT: Effect of the anxiolytic assumptions that inform additional research on the

drug lorazepam on TOT states. Consciousness and Cognition, 16, ' i ' - _ - _ _ _
360-373. 0. Jim Morrison d. Mick Jagger ability to monitor one’s ability to retrieve information.
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