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particular prompt the question of whether a similar effect might be found among

participants rating individuals with diagnoses other than ADHD. In addition, given the

common use of social distance as a measure of stigma, it is surprising that the current

literature is limited in terms of studies that correlate this factor with personality traits. At

the same time, the existing body of research prompts a step beyond replicating past

measures of desire for social distance. In each of the aforementioned studies, this factor

has been constrained to participants' hypothetical judgments (often in regard to fictional

characters) instead of being conducted in a live context in which participants' observable

physical behaviors and self-reports may both be taken into account.

The Present Study

The current study sought to examine the relationship between personality traits

and desire for social distance from an individual perceived as having a mental illness.

Each participant received information about a confederate's (person pretending to be a

participant) past mental illness diagnoses before interacting with them. This information

was presented in the form of a demographic questionnaire completed by the confederate

and, among other details, mentioned that the confederate had been previously diagnosed

with schizophrenia. Participants' desire for social distance from the confederate was

measured both by videotaped behavioral reactions and by attitudinal reactions reported

on a social distance questionnaire adapted from a scale designed by Link, Cullen, Frank,

and Wozniak (1987). Participants' personality characteristics were assessed via a self.-

report inventory of the Big Five personality traits (Big Five Inventory; John, Donahue, &

Kentle, 1991). Consistent with past research, it was predicted that higher Agreeableness,

Conscientiousness, and Extraversion would be associated with 1) less physical distance
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placed between the participant and the confederate, 2) less time required for the

participant to begin conversing with the confederate, 3) more eye contact between the

participant and the confederate, and 4) lower social distancing attitudes reported on the

social distance questionnaire.

Method

Participants

Participants consisted of a sample of 16 Butler University undergraduates, the

majority of whom were white females. These students ranged in age from 19-22. They

were recruited from psychology classes. They received extra credit as compensation for

their involvement in the study, and in accordance withexisting psychology participant

pool procedures. During recruitment, potential participants were told that the study would

examine how people cooperate when performing a task together.

Materials

Confederates

Four confederates assisted with the study, all of whom were white, female, in

their 20s, and undergraduate psychology students from another local university.

Confederates met with the principal investigators of the study prior to data collection and

received information about the study design and procedures. They were told to sit in the

same chair in the lab room during every session, to allow sufficient time for participants

to initiate conversation with them when they first met, to invite participants to attend a

party, and to ask for participants' phone numbers. Outside of following these special

instructions, confederates were asked to behave as they normally would in any other

social interaction.


