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PERSONALITY AND SOCIAL DISTANCE 7

placed between the participant and the confederate, 2) less time required for the
participant to begin conversing with the confederate, 3) more eye contact between the
participant and the confederate, and 4) lower social distancing attitudes reported on the
social distance questionnaire.
Method

Participants

Participants consisted of a sample of 16 Butler University undergraduates, the
majority of whom were white females. These students ranged in age from 19-22. They
were recruited from psychology classes. They received extra credit as compensation for
their involvement in the study, and in accordance with existing psychology participant
pool procedures. During recruitment, potential participants were told that the study would
examine how people cooperate when performing a task together.
Materials
Confederates

Four confederates assisted with the study, all of whom were white, female, in
their 20s, and undergraduate psychology students from another local university.
Confederates met with the principal investigators of the study prior to data collection and
received information about the study design and procedures. They were told to sit in the
same chair in the lab room during every session, to allow sufficient time for participants
to initiate conversation with them when they first met, to invite participants to attend a
party, and to ask for participants’ phone numbers. Outside of following these special
instructions, confederates were asked to behave as they normally would in any other

social interaction.



