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The very next year, stem cell researchers Ian Wimlet and Keith Campbell

completely cloned a mammal. To accomplish this task, they took cells that were derived

from an adult sheep's mammary tissue and grew it into a fully functional new sheep

named Dolly.11 Often dreamt about but never accomplished, the two scientists made the

revolutionary discovery for cloning of mammals. It was no longer a fictitious scientific

thought, but a reality that was the culmination of many decades of stem cell research.

Even though it raised mortality questions about cloning mammals/humans, no one could

deny it was a huge innovation.

Resurfacing the same work of Reynolds and Weis, in 1998 James Thomson was

able to successfully extract embryonic stem cells from humans. The human stem cells

came from blastocyst. 12A blastocyst was a cluster of cells in the very beginning stages of

embryo development.13 Not only did he extract them but also the cells were able to

survive. Observing their development, Thomson was able to see that the extracted stem

cells developed into derivatives of all three embryonic germ layers.l" This means they

gave rise of almost every type of cell found in the human body. It was a celebrated,

exciting discovery that provided insight to human stem cells.

Given exciting developments in stem cell research, conservative and pro-life

groups started to question the moral and ethical implications of embryonic stem cells.

These groups grew concerned about the destruction of embryos for this research. This

11 Campbell, Keith, J. Mcwhir, W. Ritchie, and Ian Wilmut. "Sheep Cloned by Nuclear Transfer from a
Cultured Cell Line" Nature. Vol 380 (1996): 65
12 Thomson, James A., Joseph Itskovitz-Eldor, Sander S. Shapiro, Michelle A. Waknitz, Jennifer J.
Swiergiel, Vivienne S. Marshall, and Jeffrey M. Jones. "Embryonic Stem Cell Lines Derived from
Human Blastocysts" Science. Vol 282 Issue 5391 (1998): 1145
13 "Blastocyst." Encyclopedia Britannica. Encyclopedia Britannica Online Academic Edition.
Encyclopedia Britannica Inc., 2014. Web. 19 Mar. 2014.
<http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/ 69069 /blastocyst>.

14 Thomson et al: 1146
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controversy came to a head when in 2001, President George W. Bush made the decision

to pull federal funding for embryonic stem cells. In his speech in August 2001, he made

the claim that "extracting the stem cell destroys the embryo, and thus destroys its

potential for life" and it was ethically wrong. IS This halted all stem cell research for the

time being.

This made for a very controversial subject, in a variety of religious figures,

politicians, and stem cell researchers all had varying ideas on the issue. Conservative

groups such as Focus on Family and the National Right to Life Committee argued that

embryonic stem cells were inherently evil because harming human embryos in tum hurt

human lives when retrieving the stem cells. Supporters of stem cells such as bioethicists,

stem cell experts, and professors of biomedical ethics and biology claimed that the

potential of the stem cells was so great, and the embryos that they were taken from were

nothing more than a clump of cells with the potential to become a human.

As with most popular issues, nationally circulating print newspapers covered this

controversy. Nationally circulating print newspapers played a vital role in shaping

individual, societal, and communal perspectives.l'' They held the key to swaying popular

opinion. In addition to the ability to guide popular opinion, the press reinforced certain,

specific values.l7 Since the idea of stem cells was still such a new and exciting topic, it

was not as openly discussed until Bush presented his arguments in 2001. After that, print

newspapers covered stem cell research. It was really the first time in American history

that stem cells were such a hot topic.

15 Bush, George W. "Embryonic Stem Cell Research" Address to the Nation. August 9, 200l.
16 McQuail, Denis. "The Influence and Effects of Mass Media" Mass Communication and Society.
Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, CA. 1979. Print. Pg 14.
17 McQuail: 19


