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controversy came to a head when in 2001, President George W. Bush made the decision
to pull federal funding for embryonic stem cells. In his speech in August 2001, he made
the claim that “extracting the stem cell destroys the embryo, and thus destroys its
potential for life” and it was ethically wrong.'> This halted all stem cell research for the
time being.

This made for a very controversial subject, in a variety of religious figures,
politicians, and stem cell researchers all had varying ideas on the issue. Conservative
groups such as Focus on Family and the National Right to Life Committee argued that
embryonic stem cells were inherently evil because harming human embryos in turn hurt
human lives when retrieving the stem cells. Supporters of stem cells such as bioethicists,
stem cell experts, and professors of biomedical ethics and biology claimed that the
potential of the stem cells was so great, and the embryos that they were taken from were
nothing more than a clump of cells with the potential to become a human.

As with most popular issues, nationally circulating print newspapers covered this
controversy. Nationally circulating print newspapers played a vital role in shaping
individual, societal, and communal perspectives.'® They held the key to swaying popular
opinion. In addition to the ability to guide popular opinion, the press reinforced certain,
specific values.!? Since the idea of stem cells was still such a new and exciting topic, it
was not as openly discussed until Bush presented his arguments in 2001. After that, print
newspapers covered stem cell research. It was really the first time in American history

that stem cells were such a hot topic.
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