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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The Problem: The problem herein undertaken 1s to

present & study of the Indlana State School for the Bllnd
from the time that an lnterest 1n speclallzed tralnling for
blind youth was evlidenced in 1844 to the close of the fiscal
year 1947 - 1948 when the study was b#gun. This 1ncludes
one hundred end one calendar years of the school itself, and
one hundred and two school terms. Partlcular attentlon 1s
glven to the historlcal, physloal, administrative, and cur-
ricular aspects, as well as to outstanding personalltiles,
and to as many elements of student and faculty composition
as avallable data permitted.

Source of the Data: The data for this study has been

gathered from the amnual reports of the superintepdents to

the boards of trustees of the school, and from the trustees to
the state legislatures or govermors; from students' applica-
tlons for admission, school records, newspapers and perlodl-
cals, Interviews and personal observation.

Method of Study: Since the study 18 historical, the

data has been assembled, analyzed, and interpreted, in so far
as posslble, 1n accordance with the prinolples of historical
educational research. Every effort has been made on the part

of the writer to present a study that is thorough and reliable.
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Limitations of the Study: While all of the school

records have been preserved, several factors 1limit the in-
terpretation of the data: many forms are lncomplete, the
length of time involved has made it impossible to supplement
recorded data with personal testimony 1n almost half of the
perlod under conslderation; certain data, most notably that
regarding the cause of blindness, 1s unrellable due to
lgnorance or intentlonal evaslon on the part of individuals

supplying the lnformation.



CHAPTER II
AN HISTORICAL SKETCH

The Early Years

In 1844, a delegate from Indlanapolis to the
Presbyterian General Assembly in Loulsville, Kentucky,
was Ilnvited with other members to attend a demonstra-
tlon at the Kentucky Institute for the Blind. That
visitor was James M. Ray, who, twenty~two years earller,
had been elected the first clerk of Marlon County, Indlana,
and, twenty years later, was to be secretary of the State
Sanitary Commission durlng the Civil War. To Hooslers,
femilliar with his half-century of vigorous participation
ln affairs, nothing would seem more reasonable than for an
undertaking to start with James M. Ray.

With him it was that education for the blind had
its 1nception in Indlana as he sat marvellng at what he saw
that spring day. Sightless chlldren who could read and
write, sing and play were almost unbellevable to him. More-
over, they manifested a happy adjustment to their environ-
ment, and demonstrated skills which promised to enable them
t0 become usefully independent cltizens. The man who had

helped bring locomotlives and mall service to his state began

to work with a new ldea.
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At Christmas time that year, Mr. Ray arranged for
an exhiblition by B. M. Patton, who was Superintendent of
the Kentucky schoeol; Willliam H., Churchman, one of 1lts
teachers; and severzal of the puplls in the Second Presby-
terlan Church for the Indlana Leglslature, then 1in session
in Indianapollis. It was a day of amazZement on the part of
the legislators. They expressed dlsbellef that blind chil-
dren oould be "susceptible to learnling”.

The demonstrations must have proved convincing, how-
ever, for, on January 13, 1845, the Assembly passed the
followlng Joint resolution:

Seotion I: Be 1t resolved by the General Assembly
of the State of Indiamna: That B. M, Patton, Esqg.,
Principal of the Kentucky Institution for the Blind,
be, as he 1s, allowed the sum of forty dollars to de-
fray the travelllng expenses of himself and pupils to
this ¢lty at the present sesslon for an exhibltion of
thelr improvement before the General Assembly; which
the audilitor 1s authorized to pay out of §ny moneys in
the treasury not otherwlse appropriated.

The Leglslators were willing to go even further.

Within the year, they deolded that Indlana's blind ohildren
deserved opportunitlies equal to those avallable in neighbor-
ing states. Untll provisions could be made for an Indlana
school, the Agsembly proposed to send the children either to
the Ohio Institute, or to the one in Kentuoky, depemding upon
preference and locatlion of residence. They lnserted notices
to that effeot in the newspapers, distributed olrculars to
county offlcials, and walted for applicatlioms to pour 1n.

lGe eral Laws of the State of Indlana. J. P. Chapman,
State Printer, Tﬁﬁianapolis - 1845; p. 291.
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Only flve applied. W1lllam H. Clurchmen of the
Kentucky school offered hls servlices., It was his opinion
that, since parents were wont to keep blind children under
especlally oclose survelllance, 1t was natural that they
would need more assurance than a printed announcement. He
belleved, too, that personal testimony of an educated blind
person might be persuasive.

Backed by one hundred dollars in state funds, Mr.
Cmarchman went to Richmond, Indlana, where he hired a horse,
buggy, and driver on September 1, 1848. Taking wlth him a
book 1n embossed type and several pleces of pupil-made handi-
work from the Ohlo School where he had previously taught,

Mr. Churchman set out on a sgerles of interviews., He drove
north through Wayne, Randolph, Henry and Jay countles, on to
Fort Wayne, then northwest across Whitley, Kosciusko, and
Marshall countles to LaPorte; east to South Bend, and back to
Indianapolls, maklng stops along the way. From Indianapolls,
he went south and east as far as Floyd County, then west
across the state to Evansville, and north beyond Terre Hsute
before swingling back to the state caplital, vislting thirty-six
county seats in all. By talking wlth physiclans and county
officlals, he was able to contact the families of blind chll-
dren. To each, he showed the specimens of accomplishment,
and spoke of his own experiences as pupil and teacher in

schools for the blind.
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By October, there were twenty puplls ready for
entranoce into school. Available finances limited the emnroll-
ment to that number. Nine went to the Kentucky Institute,
eleven to the one in Ohlo. Mr, Chmrchman had reglstered
twenty-elght others, all under twenty-three years of age.

This number seemed to justify preparations for a school in
Indiena., Accordingly, the General Assembly named a board of
trustees who rented a building and selected William H. Churoh-
man to head the new school. Since Investigatlon disclosed that
no blind man held similar offlce In other schools, however,
they were reluctant to break preoedent to the extent of naming
him superintendent, and gave him the title Teacher with Power
of Princlpal.

Founders of the sohool made consolous effort to
establish 1ts functlion before the publlic as purely educatlonal.
Yet phraseology employed by themselves as well as others de-
feated thelr purpose. Terms like "male™, "female™, inmates©,
minstitution™; 1ts classlfication wlth the state beneavo-
lent organizations, and the repeated urgling of the puplls
toward expressions of gratitude all helped to keep the sohool
for years on a somewhat lesser educational plane than the
publlio sohools. As long as 1t remeined at 1ts first permanent
location, the sohool was the "Blind Asylum™ to Indlanapolis.

The school opened October 7, 1847 in temporary

quarters at the southeast cormer of Illinois and Maryland
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Streets in downtown Indianepolls, but, before the close of
the first term, owners of the bullding notified the trustees
of two alternatives: surrender of the lease, or payment of
double rent. The latter was Impossible, the former disaster-
ous to the venture, unless sultabls arrangements could be
made. The state had already purohased land north of North
Street for a psrmanent school site. During the summer of
1848, one building was hastily ereoted in addition to the
‘small briok bullding already on the land, and, by September,
the school was ready to re-establish itself in the new looa-
tion.

During the school term of 1850-1851, W. B. Churchman's
sucoess as an administrator apparently loomed larger than his
status as a blind man, for the trustees gave him a vote of
confidence by appointing him superintendent in full. More~
over, they assigned to him the task of planning the mein
building of the mew school unit, a bullding which was to stand
for elghty years as an Indianapolis landmark.

Before the school was four years old, a series of pro-
blems oonfronted its management. Attendanoce had its trouble-
some aspects. Many pupils were dilatory about returning at
the beginning of a new term,'or dropped out altogether before
oompleting the course, thereby creating an unfavorable im-
pression for the sohool. In their 1851 report, the trustees
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recommended that a student tardy more than two weeks be
dropped from the enrollment and be required to file a new
application before he was reinstated. The same year, the
superintendent began the plea which was to eoho through
the years ~ for more books and equipment. That need,
common to many schools, has its pecullar aspects In a school
for the blind. The books must be 1n embossed type, expen-
sive, and rare at any price 1n the mid-nineteenth century.
At that time, no standard type had been adopted. At‘least
helf a dozen were in general use, and publishers were loathe
to expend time and money upon a print which might summarily
be discontinued.

Illustrative materials were relatively as costly
and difficult to obtain, but, likewlse, as indispensible.
If a blind chilq is to form a ¢lear concept of the unfami-
liar, whether 1t be a mountaln range, a geometric figure, a
wlld anlmal, or a means of transportation, he must have a
tangible objeet, or accurate model, to explore with bhis fin-
gertlps.

In spite of . hHipndrances, the sohool grew and thrived.
By 1853, the enrollment had almost doubled; the new bullding
was oompleted and occupled. The previous fall, the puplls
had entered exhibits iIn the State Falr where they had won

four diplomas and two premiums.
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The year 1858 marked an epoch. It saw a change of
political parties within the state government, a completely
new board of trustees for the school who expressed a strong
dissatisfaction with the fimancial status of the school.
Where ths responsibility for the dissention lay, whether it
was partisan or otherwlise, it is lmpossible now to say. How-
ever, before the school term opened that Ootober, the trustees
had nemed a new physician and two new teachers, and Superin-

tendent Williem H, Churclmen had been replaced.

An Interim

During the eight years of Mr. Churchman's absence,
there was a succession of three superintendents, one holding
that position for four years, the others for two each. The
Reverang George S. Ames, elected by the Trustees in the
summer of 1853, took office October first. That winter,
the bheating plant which had been one of the chlief concerns
8ince 1ts installation, falled altogether, and stoves were
substituted. That year, as well, the trustees emphasized
thelr opinion of financial conditions by borrowing $12,000
and having an overdraft on the state for $1,844.60, How valld
were thelr laments that the preceeding board and superinten-
dent had plunged the sohool into chaos, it 1s lmpossible to
tell. There 18 no record for the defense, Two facts, bow-

ever, stand as evlidence that the charges agalnst the prede-
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cessors were not justified: even the accusers did not inti-
mate that legal indictments should be brought, and, elght
years later, William H. Churchman was recsalled.

In 1856, the first instance of a graduate's return-
ing as an instructor occurred when Margaret Belches came back
as an assistant in the Muslc Department. The posltlion gave
her an annual remuneration of $100, plus maintenance.

The previous year, the board had recelved and appro-
priation of $4,000 for a steem heating plant, but, since there
is mention in the reports both of that year and 1856 of the
need for a central heating system, and, since a hot alr plant
with blower was installed in 1881, it seems improbable that
the steam plant proposed 1n 1855 materialized.

That summer, the superlntendency passed to Professor
W. C. Larrabee. Admittedly unfamiliar with blind children,
he made fregquent mention of the physical frailties which
Seemed to accompany thelr blindness. Like the superintendents
before him, he deplored the policy which set no 1limit upon the
length of school attendance. Pupils who had been graduated
and had no employment, were returning to the school for inde-
finite periods.

In 1857, Dr. James McWorkman was nemed superintendent,
and, almost at the same time, the legislature adjourned with

no approprlations made for the ensuing school year. It appears
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to have been an oversight, rather than dilsinterest or a lack
of funds, but the result was the same. In despalr, the
trustees announced that the school would close. It seemed
that all the cost 1in money, time end effort during the past
ten years had been for nothlng. No reglstratlons were ac-
cepted for the year. Then, on the sixteenth of September,
Governor Ashbel P. Willard and other high-ranking state offi-
clals met at the Statehouse in Indianapolls. The actlon they
took wag at once drastic and simple. State funds were plentl-
ful; a state institution needed money for 1ts survlival. The
officials shouldered the responsibility and passed the reso=-
lution which made a share of that surplus avallable to the
Blind Institute without leglislative actlon.

Less than thirty days remalned in which to do the
planning of a summer. Teachers and a maintenance staff must
be employed, supplles bought, puplls notifled. What harried,
joyous days they must have been.

When the trustees were made into a Board of Management
in 1861, they sought to place the school upon a sounder foot-
ing. As they searched for a man of experlence to act as
superintendent, they decided to invite Mr, Churchman to return.
He was elected in July to take office in October, but, when
Dr. McWorkman abruptly resigned before his térm expired, Mr.
Churchman ceme at once to start that school year and the

elghteen he was yet to serve as superintendent.
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Williem H. Churchmen Again

Whatever there may have been of personal triumph in
his recall for Mr. Churclman will remain enlgmatic, but the
launching of a new enterprise by an individual, his enthm-
slastice struggles through i1ts first six years, his dismissal
under stygmea, and, filnally, his recall at a time when the
school was in need of strong leadership suggest a situation
dramatic and satisfylng. That no hint of this crept into
Mr. Churchman's 1861 report is a tribute to his equanimity.

In thelr own report of that year (the first made to
the governor rather than to the leglslature), the trustees
commented:

In the re-engagement of Mr. Churchman as the execu-~
tive head of the Institutlion under their charge, the
board feels that they have cause to congratulate the
friend2 of the blind youth of Indlana. Hls former
labors 1n organizing and bullding up the Institution
are well and favorably known throughout the state, and
1t 1s confidently believed that no other selection
would 1in so eminent aldegree have met the hearty ap-
proval of the people.

A miscellany of Inecldent patterned those elghteen

years. The central heating plent falled a year after 1its

installation, and the school was forced to revert once more

1Fifteenth Annual Report of the Trustees and Superin-
tendent of the Indlana Institute for the education of the
Blind. Berry Sulgrave, State Printer, Indianapolis - 1861;
P. 142,
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to stoves, all the while decrylng their danger and lnadeguacy.
The game year, a conservatory was added to presserve the flowers
from season to season.

Finances figure prominently. In 1863, the leglislature
neglected to appropriate funds, and e second time the school
narrowly escaped closing. Salary increases were advocated.
The achool's population was shifting to a younger age group.

A complete reorganization was necessary in 1864 to provide for
the elementary department and an extra teacher was added to
the staff.

Many other needs were arising., The 1884 report made
Bpecifric reguests: a satisfactory heating system and a build-~
ing to house 1t which would be a safe distance from school
buildings; a system of dralning, since the cess pools soon
filled and the plpes clogged; new fenclng and paint, of
which there had been none since the first year;

A Joint legislative committee approved all requests,
plus $2,500. When the bill came up for a vote, how-
ever, the $25,000 for support was cut to $20,000, the §$48,000
for improvements to $3,500, and no provision whatever was made
for a heating plant.

By 1867, the allotment had been spent on the most
pressing demands. There were permanent ssats in the chapsl

and more dormitory rooms for glirls. Inside Venltlan shutters
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had replaced dilapidated blinds at the windows on the two
principal floors of the main bullding. There were new book-
cases and degks for the schoolroams, and aparatus cases and
cabinets for the leoture rooms. Carpenters had done repalr
work and had grained most of the woodwork in oak. The
grounds, too, showed the results of improvement. The next
year, prooeeds from the greemnhouse made possible the pur-
chase of a grand piano and band instruments.

In 1869, the steam heating pleant materielized, com-
pPlete with boiler house and smokestack. By 1869, too, the
sohool had entered en era when more glrls than boys were
enrolled.

The presence of the girls posed several difficulties.
One was solved by the hiring of a girls®' governess, which
left the matron free to supervise the boys. At this tlime
as well, they oeased to be "males™ and "females™ and beocame
"boys" and "glirls" by officiel reference. The curricular
problems of the feminine element troubled Mr. Churchman. He
expressed a felt need for specific vocational training for
them.

Another problem which the superintendent recognized
was the lack of correlated effort on the part of educators
of the blind. The only convention had been held in 1853,
and, since tben, there had been little attempt elther to

beococme aware of one anothers' problems, or to unite strength.
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In April 1871, Mr., Churchman characteristically dld something
about 1t. He wrote a letter to the head of each of the twenty-
seven schools for the blind,.and the result was a convention
in Indlanapolls from August elghth to tenth of the same year.

The princ¢ipal questlon ralsed for dlscusslon was the
need for a uniform system of printing which would at once re-
duce the cost of producing books, making them avallable in
greater quantlty, and glve blind persons the advantage of a
Common literary medium. Confllcting ldeas on the alphabet
had led to at least a score of systems. The elght most
generally used were (1) the Friedlander, or Philadelphla sys~
tem, entirely of Roman capitals, (2) the Howe or Boston lower
case letters, (3) a system combining (1) and (2), the Vienna
Pin Type (capltals), (5) Boston Pin Type (lower case) (6)
Braille, or French Vertical Point System, (7) The New York
Vertical Point and (8) the New York Horizontal Point System.
The two pin types and the New York Vertical were not in as
prevalent use as thé other flve. It was a challenge to the
convention to reduce the others., Most of the delegates
favored the adoptlon of some comblnatlon of Romen capltals
and lower case letters for print and the New York Horlzontal
Point for writing. Mr. Churclman waes among the opposition.
He wanted, and worked for, that which he did not live to see

adopted, & set of symbols equally adapted to print and writing
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by hand. At that convention, the Ameriocan Assoclation of
Educators of the Blind was organized with Mr. Churchman as
one of the two vice-presidents.

That year, the superintendent realized some of hls
desires in the way of equipment, but other needs were ur-
gent. In his 1872 report, the superintendent recommended
additional tuildings end oertain improvements, namely: re-
bullding of thé stable, extension of the heating plamnt to
include the shops, refinishing the exterior of the maln
building, removal of wooden fences, now grown unsightly;
construction of stone or brick sldewalks, comnneotion with
city sewers, now only one block to the west; and connection
with city water mains, in order to obtain softer water and
save the labor of pumplng 1t by hand lmto a reservolr. Pros-
pects for securing any of the lmprovements seemed slim, for
once again the leglslature had failed to provide any appro-
priation, and the school was operating on a monthly allowance
from the state. At one time, the trustees proposed selling
the north half of the land as a means of sSeourlng funds. It
had been converted into St. Clalr Park, but was stlll a part
of the school property.

In 1873, the Unlited States census listed the blind
population of Indiana as 991, A fourth of these, Mr. Church-
man estimated, would be of educable age. Thls meant that the

school should have an enrollment of between two and three
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hundred, and, with the growth of population in the state,
he believed that the number would conslistantly inerease,
He could not know of the medical skills, drugs, safety de-
vices, outlawling fireworks, end other factors which were
so to reduce the inoidence of blindness that the ratio would
diminish, particularly at the eduoable age level.

During those eighteen years, the reputation of the
school was spreading, in recognition of whioh came gifts
from across the Atlantlie: a set of books in Moon Type from
Sir Charles Lawther of Wintom Castle, Yorkshire, England;
and relief maps devised and sent by one T.A. Armitage, Hyde
Park, London.

In 1875, the Indigent Graduates' fund was established
whereby a deserving graduate could borrow money to estab-
1lish himself in business. The fund grew rapidly, both
through donaﬁions and investment. The followlng year, the
report stated that the money was drawing 10% interest, that
the principal had grown to $829.18, and that three persons
had benefitted from it. Although the fund has oontinued in
exlstanoe, it has not increased proportionately. On July 1,
1948, there was a balance in the fund of $1,848.98. Two
hundred and fifty-eight pupils bhave beneflitted from it, but,
in recent years, only as reciplents of token gifts at the
time of graduation. At the time of this study, thls gift

emounts to ten dollars.
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A new building program was under way in 1879, new
trade skills were being Introduced into the boys' workshop
program, and the school was preparing to Install its first
telephone that October; the enrollment stood at 123, with
the prospect of anlincrease in the fall. Even with many of
his plans unrealized, William H. Churchman must have known
a deep and gratifying satisfaction as he handed his resigna-
tion to the trustees that May day. Yet he thought to take
80 little credit to himself that, thirty-four months later,
not one of the three Indlanapolis newspapers made mention of

his dying.

A Second Interval

The period from September, 1879 to January, 1898 was
marked by the terms of four superintendents. W. B, Wilson,
who was appolnted at the time of Mr. Churchman's resignation,
held the position until the close of the fiscal year in 1882,
Hiram B. Jaoobs took office on September first of that year
and resigned October 8, 1889. His successor, Elmer E.
Griffith, remained until the end of October, 1849, Will H.
Glascock assumed the superintendency November first and served
in that capecity until he resigned on January 5, 1898 in order
to continue his own education.

Nothing in the records indicated that the comparative
lethargy of the period was due to the men who were at the
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head of the institution. Yet am interval it was, lacking in
the ploneering of the preceding period and the reconstruc-~
tion of the one to follow. There were some building repairs.
and improvements, some currioular changes,yet, in the main,
the school had reached a natural level in its development.

This was an era of small monetary tramsaoctions. The
1879 report lists the followlng as monthly wages of house-
hold employees:

Superintendent's cleTk . . + . « « « . - « $13.00
WatchMan « « o« ¢« ¢ « s« o o o o o o & » o o 5000
Firemam . . « &+ « ¢ ¢ o s« = s o o + o o« « 17.00
Porter - L ] L] L] - » - [ ] - L] - L] L] - » . L] » 17.00
COOK o o 4 o 2 5 o 5 s 5 % o« s o o « » s » 18.00
Maids. * & B 8 B 8 w * ° & & 2 ® s & s > @ 10.00

Food, too, wes an inexpensive item. Itemlized expenditures
for the same year list a half bushel of parships at 25¢,
thirty-six pounds of turkey meat at §$3.25; 18 pounds of fish
at $1.45; one-half bushel of beets, 2¢; butter, 15¢ a pound;
tenderloin, 8¢. Shoes were $1.00 to $1.40 a pair. Muslin was
7¢ a yard, cambric and prints each 5¢. White shirts ranged
from $1.00 to $1.50.

Certain ilmprovements in utilities went into effect
during this time. The telephone which was lnstalled in the
fall of 1879 came within a year after this service was intro-
duced into Indianapolis. A deep well was driven for a more

adequate water supply in 1881, and, seven years later, natural
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gas was lnstalled at an estimated saving of a thousand
dollars a year. The cost of this commodity rose rapidly,
however. That first year, the total cost was $640. In
the three successive years, 1t progressively increased to
$930, $1,310, and $2,000.

Throughout the reports of these years, there was
an underourrent of protsst against certain administrative
policies. Trustees and superintendents alike urged that
the name of the school be changed to one which would more
nearly imply its educational status, and asked that it need
no longer be classed with the beneavolent institutions of
the state. The demend that somethlng be done for the adult
blind became strong enough in 1892 to admlt persons over
twenty-one years of age so that they might regeive ococupa-
tional training. In 1885, the trustees asked that the regu-
lations be amended to permlt the school to care for children
from "alms houses"™ during the vacation periods, since their
return to such an environment was deemed detrimental to their
educational progress.

The building program of 188% helped to relieve the
congestion of the early part of that decade when the school
had been filled with 50% more students than it had been in-
tended to accommodate. At that time, the superintendent had
estimated that half of the blind children of the state were
growing up in ignorance because of a lack of facilities for

their education.
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By the end of the year 18907, the Indiana Institute
for the Blind was ready for another period of expansion, and
the new superintendent was a progressive one.

The Era of George S. Wilson

When George S, Wlilson was appointed superintendent
on Japuary 6, 1898, he was a man Jjust past thirty-nine years
of age, already experienced in teaching and administration
of the publlc schools. He determlned thet the school for the
blind should be comparable to the best of them. The changes
came gradually, so gradually that perhaﬁs the superintendent
himself did pnot realize thelr slgnificance fully. Forty-
three years later, when his services were honored at an
alumni meeting by tributes and the presentation of a plague
to the school in his honor, he expreased obviously genuine
surprise and said that he had triled only to give the puplls
"a good school and bring out the best In their natures.”™

The physicel aapect of the school began to change 1n
1898 when linoleum was laid to cover the bare boards of the
‘floors, and an electric light plant was installed. When a
proposal for a new and more suitable site for the school was
rejected by the leglslature 1n 1902, & bullding program was
begun on the old site, which, in the next seven years, gave
the school two dormitory buildings and improvements on the
old building. Twenty years later, another building program
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created the buildings on the present slte on College Avenue
north of Seventy-rifth Street. The more spaclous and modern
acoommodations had been advocated many years, but were
achieved only when the old one was included in the omne for a
War Memorial Plaza, authorized by a speclal session of the
legislature in 1920.

By 1899, Mr. Wilson had completely revised the
classirication of students and the course of study, parti-
cularly in the Literary and Music Departments, setting de-
finite goals for each grade level and speclfic requirements
for graduation. Adults were eliminated from the school and
greater effort was made to exclude those puplls who lacked
the mentality to be trainable.

On March 17, 1910, the State of Indiana recognized
the improved status of the school by granting it a commis-
sion which 1t has continued to hold. It was the first time
any school for the blind had been so distingulshed.

Three years before, the legislature bad ylelded to
pressure and had changed the name to the Indiama School for
the Blind.

The first quarter of the twentieth century saw a
steadily jncoreasing maintenance cost at the school. The
1910 report estimeted the rise during the three years prior
to its publication to be as follows: flour, 43%; beef, 17%;
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hem, 28%; beans, 10%; and butter, 6%. The report in 1917
indicated that the price of bread for the sch091 had risen
from $5.00 to $5.75 per hundred pounds, and milk from 25¢ to
56¢ per gallon, while the price of coal was $4.05 a ton in
contrast to $1.69 a year before. The increase for the three
items alone was $6,675 for that year. Salaries and wages
rose 25% during the year 1919-1920, resulting in fewer
teachers and a plea for special maintenance funds. Not
until 1932, is there evidence of a lowering of expenses.
That year, salaries were cut 10% and appropriations were re-
duced.

Superintendent Wilson and his family moved with the
school to its present location in 1930 where he continued as
head until 1934, a total of more than thirty-six years. The
changes of bulldings, of grounds, organization, classifica-
tion of students, course of study are treated in detail under

separate headings in other parts of this study.

The Past Fourteen Years (1934 - 1948 )

It 1s the current history, with all of its common-
place familiarity, that always defles evaluation. The
chronlcler lacks the space to withdraw for perspective., It
is thus with this attempt to make the present history of the
Indiana School for the Blind articulate. Recent events must

be set down as such, without relativity or evaluation.
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When the resignation of Superintendent Wilson was
requested by newly-elected Government Paul V. McNutt on
March 1, 1934, Robert Lambert was named to take hls place.

It was the era of W.P.A, labor and the Unemployment Relief
Program., The school made the most of its opportunities

under these plans. With Federally-provided lebor, and gravel
from a pit on the grounds, more than three miles of drives
and roadways were constructed within the grounds during the
next two years, The same group of laborers reconditioned
approximately fifteen mindred pleces of furniture and equip-
ment, and, two years later, planted trees on the grounds and
constructed a mirror lake,

Part of the driveway constructlion provided an en-~
trance leadling in from Seventy-fifth Street. It was desligned
in 1937 to ellminate the hazard of the College Avenue entrance
which led up and over interurbam tracks, In 1940, however,
after the line had been abandoned, the landsceping program was
extended to include a leveling of the sharp grade to make a
gradually sloplng approach that sets the building off to good
advantage above the streets that bound the property. Pre-
viously, little but the smokestack could be seen by passersby.

The 1930's saw other 1mprovements. The three divi-
slons of the high school were reorganlized as a single unit

with reguirements for graduation patterned after the publile
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schools. The playground took on a more significant aspect.
Three inmovations, the Braille gardens, the roller rink, and
the Kitselman chimes appeared on the grounds.

Then ceme 1941 and war, with its higher prices,
shortages of materials, and demands upon the personnel.
Many lines of the reports of the next few years repeat the
problems the school faced as necessary commodlties became
more scarce and higher in price, as teachers and other em-
ployees left for mllitary service, or sought better pay in
industry. At the time this study was begun {1948) these
difficulties had been only partlielly alleviated.

The high polnt of the school year in which the study
was begun was the celebration of the ceqtennial in October,

1947. The Indiana School for the Blind had entéred a8 new era,

Summary

The Indlema School for the Blind was founded at
Indianapolis in 1847 under the name of the Indiana Institute
for the Education of the Blind. It came as an outgrowth of
the interest of James M, Ray, who had visited the Kentucky
school three years earlier.

The school has had th;ee locations: a temporary one
at Tllinols and Maryland Streets for the year 1847-1848 only,
the second on North Street from 1848 until 1930, and the pre-

sent slte at College Avenus and Seventy-fifth Streets.
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Events fall naturally 1lnto slx historleal periods.
The first, 1847-1853, when beglonnings were made under
Superintendent William H. Churchman; the second, from
1853-1861, during whiech time three superintendents managed
the sehool; the perlod from 1861 to 1879, Mr. Churchman's
second term as superlntendent; a commonplace 1lnterval from
1879 to 1898; George S. Wllson's long term as superlntendent
from 1898 until 1934; and the current perlod under Robert
Lambert.

In splte of recurring disadvantages of lnsufficient
funds and lnadequate equlpment and housing, the school has
progressed steadlly through vigorous leadership to 1ts pre-
sent status as a thoroughly modern, commlssioned school in

well-equlpped, beautifully spacious gquarters.



CHAPTER IIXY
MATERIAL EQUIPMENT

Buildings

Except that it was "the only suitable building
available”, the trustees left no record of the sort of
structure which they rented for a temporary school head-
quarters in 1847, That it was lnadequate, even for a
beginning, is evidenced by the faect that they made arrange-
ments with t he owner to build an adjacent bullding for a
workshop at the expense of the state. This, together with
equipment and furnishings, they were to be at liberty to
remove to a permenent site. This rented building was
located at the southeast corner of Maryland and Illinois
Streets in Indienapolis, and was leased by the state at a
cost of $125 per quarter.

When that sum was doubled the following year, and
the Board was forced to move the school to a permanent site,
they erected a building which, with the small brick building
already on the property, would serve the needs of the moment
and could later be used a8 a shop building. During the next
five years, Superintendent Churchman planned and directed the
building of the maimn building.

27
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Whatever was lacking in that building, end later
educators charged that 1ts drawbaoks were legion, 1t was
not due to lack of thoughtful planning. With the definite
needs of his pupils in mind, Mr. Churclmen visited other
schools for the blind, studied the desirable qualltles of
each of the plants, and drew up plans. John Flder served
as the architect., His desligns were later improved upon by
Francls Costigan of Msdlson. Himself totally blind, Mr.
Churchman was eeger for the bullding of his school to be
beautiful in the estimatlion of the state.

It was an ornate struoture, (Fig. 2) built of 1iron,
stone and stucco; extending ninety feet across the front and
glxty in depth., There were five stories in all, reaching a
height of 107 feet at the oupalos. Extending back from each
end of the front section, was a wing thirty feet wide and
eighty-three feet long. Portleos and verandas stretehing
around the outslde, afforded 450 feet of covered walks. To
be sure, much of the ornamentation which made the structure
handsome in the 1840's was scorned half a century later, but
there were examples of real archltectural beauty as well.
There were the wrought iron fence which completely enclroled
the property, {Fig. 3) and the stately Ionic pillars, cement
over a brick core, with perfect fluting at the top, which

stood at the front entrance. On either side of that entrance,
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Figura 2

The majin building erected on North Street in 1853.

(From a drewlng by Francis Costigan)
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Filgure 3

Detall of the wrought iron fence which surrounded
the school on North Street.

(Indienapolis Star Photo)
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were stone buttresses, (Fig. 4) each nine feet long, nearly
four feet high and two feet wide, with hand carved scrolls.
The very task of transporting them from the quarries to the
bullding site must have posed a difficulty at the time 1t
was done,

In the basement, were the kitehen, dining room,
.laundry, rooms8 for the domestlc servamts, and storerooms.

On the flrst floor, were classréoms, workrooms, the superin-
tendent's office, a sltting room, and two rooms 1n which
vfemale” handicrafts were taught.

Rooms for the superlintendent, matron.and teachers,
two dormitorles for very young puplls, and a large exemlina-
tion room made up the second floor. The two above were given
over entirely to dormltorles.

At the rear of the play areﬁg, wﬁs the boys' work-
shop. The entire plant was heated by a hot water system,
chosen for its.healthrﬁlness, which was to fill meny 11;93
of future reports with its shortcomings.

In 1879, a brick stable was bullt, a spacicus struc-
ture, costing $2,200. There was room to house three horses,
six cows, and the man who cared for them. It had a loft, a
carriege room, feed, harness, and wash rooms. This project
would appear to have been a compromise with the plan submitted

in the eannual report seven years earlier. That plan called



Flgure 4.

Stone buttresses at the entrance to the main building.

(Indisnapolis Star Photo)
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for an extension of the heating system to include the shops,
refinishing the exterior of the main building, removing of
wooden Tences, stone or brick sidewalks, connection with city
sewers now one block to the west, and the construction of more
buildings to augment the main building grown overcrowded and,
in the opinion of the trustees, unsultable. There weaa strong
objection to the housing of boys and girls in the same build-
ing, rigidly segregated though they were. There was much
climbing of stairs involved, and the quehtion of fire hazards
was frequently raised. That year, however, the legislature
had egain rfailed to meke appropriation for the running of the
school. It was operating on a monthly allowance from the state
with no prospect of a building program. The school waited
seven years for the stable, and ten more for the money to make
additional improvements.

In 1889, the legislature appropriated $45,000 and the
work wes begun. Two years later, a new building provided six
school rooms, four dormitories, a hospital for boys, one for
girls, and dining rooms. With the congestion thus relieved,
improvements could be made 1n the main bullding. There was a
sitting room for boys and ome for girls, the boys' hospital
was converted for the use of the band, and the old dining hall
was t aken over for a gymnasium, Cambination.gas and electric
fixtures had been lnstalled in the new building and were ex-

tended to the hallways of the old., A new boller house a safe
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distance from the rest of the school unit was part of the
progrem, as were asphaelt walks and a large bake oven.

As early as 1902 there was agltatlon for the removal
of the sohool to a new site in order to secure additional
gpace and eliminate the hazards of the main bullding. This
the leglslature refused to countenance, and several more
building projects were undertaken on the site. Major under-
takings were the two dormitorlies, one fo¥r the girls on
Meridian Street, (Fig. 5 and 6} and one for the boys on
Pennsylvanla, Each was three storlies In height, with the
two upper floors bullt around a court. With the exoception
of‘reception and sitting rooms downstalrs, they were glven
over exclusively to residences, The girls' dornitory was
built in 1904, the boys' five years later. The verandas of
the main bullding were extended to connect with the dormi-
torles.

Other minor changes were made as the school pro-
gressed. A new greenhouse in 1897 replaced the ome built
thirty years earlier. Cement walks appeared the same year.
The next year Superintendent Wilson had linoleum laid over
the rough boards, an electric light plant was installed and
a miseum was established. In 1913, a new auditorium was_con-
gtructed 1n the main bullding which was used in addition as
a8 place for supervised study for pupils falling below the

standards.
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Figure 5.

Girls' Dormlitory built in 1904.
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Figure 6.

Girls®' dormitory (interior) showing the three
floors built around an etrium,
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The 1920 report of the trustees llsted the following

objectlions
1.
2.

e

6.

to the loeation:

It was dangerous, due to trafflc hazards.

The smoke-laden atmosphere was unhealthful.

With businesses on three sides, the noise was
not conducive +to good study hablts.

The size was inadequate.

The main bullding was unsultable, dangerous and
over seventy years old, Roofs, cornices, and
floors were out of repalr. Gas plpes were leaky.
The electric wirlng was of the obsolete knot and
tube gystem. Many rooms were lnaccessible to
firemen. The kitchen should not be 1n the maln
bullding. Steam plpes were in contact with wood.
Finally, the estimates of McMeans anﬁ Tripp, con-
Bulting englneers, showed that repairs on the
maln bullding would approximately equal the
original cost.

The absence of a rallroad switch made the hauling

of coal cost from $1200 to $1800 annually.

At that time there were definite bullding recommenda-

tlons made for a new site. They were: Good nelghborhood,

accessibility to churches, ample transportation facllities,

six cottages for pupils, a buildling for the literary depart-
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ment and library, snother to house the musle department,
auditorium and gymnasium, one for the vooational department,
a hospital bullding, a power house and laundry, stable and
garage, greenhouse and vegetable bullding, an administration
building, and sufficlent houses for employees. This program
they did not propose to carry out at once, but rather sug-
gested a plan for a one hundred year perlod. Since that same
year a speclal sesslon of the legislature approved plans for
construction of a War Memorial on a site which would 1nclude
the sohool property, a decisive move was imperative.

After the new locatlon was determined, a series of
appropriations were necessary over & period of slx years in
order to carry out the necessary bullding progrem. The ini-
tial appropriation in 1923 covered the cost of the laundry,
garage and power house. An additional sum of $400,000 granted
in 1927 provided for the boys' unit, the Industrial bullding,
main bullding end musle hall. Two years later, the legisla-
ture set aside $425,000 for a girls! unit and the inside
finishing of the other bulldings. The move was made to the
new site the followlng year,

To the casual observer, the main building, the music
and Industrial buildings, connected as they are by enclosed
passages, present the appearance of one long structure, bent

back slightly at the ends. From the music bullding on the
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north, a stone bridge on the first floor level and a tunnel
at the basement level join 1t with the girls® unit. A simllar
arrangement connects the industrial building on the south with
the boys* unlt. Each of thﬁae residence units is made up of
four two-story-and-basement briek bulldings bullt In a gquad-
rangle around a lendscaped court. (Fig. 7). The bridge from
the other buildings extends around the entlire eourt, provid-
Ing an easy access from one dormitory bullding to the other.
One bullding in the girls® unit 1s reserved as a residence
for the superintendent and his family, and rooms 1n both
units are avallable for employees and teachers residing at
the scehool. There are kitchen and dining room for the girls?
unit, two for the boys. There 1s also provision for indoor
recreational facllities, The buildings and passages form a
heglf circle around the play area.

On the first floor of the maln bhuilding, there are the
offlees, reception rooms, a library room for teachers, a re-
ference library for students, storage space for school re-
cords, and rest rooma. |

In the basement is a large, well equlpped auditorium,
the Home Economlcs Department, saclence laboratorles, and the
Brallle library.

The second floor 1s given over entirely to classrooms.
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Figure 7.

Section of the guadrangle of the Girls' Unit (1948)
showing the welk which joins the cottages.

The music¢ bulilding hes practice and class rooms for
that department, while in the industrial bullding are shops
for the various types of tralning offered 1n the vocational
department.

A spacious gymnasium {Fig. 8) with balcony affords
light, well-ventllated quarters for the extensive physical
education program discussed 1n Chapter V. This light and

alry atmosphere 1s characteristic of all the buildings. The



Gymnasjum from the balcony (1948).
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Figure 9.
The chapel in the old sachool.
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visitor 1s immediately impressed with the many windows, the

lack of crowdlng end the pleasantness of the surroundings.

Grounds

When the Board of Trustees undertook to find sultable
property upon which to locate the Indlana Institute for the
Blind 1n 1847, they determined to purchase a generous area 1n
a locatlon at once accesslble and uncrowded. They noted that
the Ohlo Instltute was already feelling the need for additional
space, The ground upon whigh they finally declded was eight
aores of farmland "adjJolnlng the clty on the north."™ Meridian
Street bounded 1t on the west, Pennsylvanla on the east, St.
Clair on the north and North Street on tﬁe south. The state
paid the sum of $5,000 for it. The school buildings were
sltuated on the south half of the property, the north half
becomlng St. Clair Park. At varlous times, when the flnences
of the Instltute ebbed low, there was talk of selllng the park
to the c¢ity. By 1904, the trustees recommended that the park
be utilized as a play area for the school, since they objected
to the type of lndlvlduals habitually loltering there.

At the time of thie study, these elght acres of farm-
land are a part of the War Memorlal Plaza of Indianapolis, and
the site of the national Amerlcan Legion headquarters., In the
hundred and one years, the city has stretched seven miles be-

yond.
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After the pressure of that growth began to become
oppressive to the school and other faotors made a move de-
girable, the legislature appropriated $200,000 in 1923 for
the purchase of a new slte, and named Walter E. Rich, J.F.
Cantwell, Scott Brewer, all of Indianapolis, and Ralph Todd
of Blufton to select 1t.

Within the next two years, more than sixty pleces of
property were offered, but few of them were sultable enough
for serious conslderation. Of the several consldered, one
was ruled out by the prohibitive price, another by the re-
fusal of the helrs to sell. ZFinally, the choice narrowed to
the Wheeler property, the McGowan, and a plece of land on
East Washlington Street. The Commission approved the Wheeler
site, a section of land that had the advantages of belng close
to the city (1t was located on a bluff near Riverside Park)
and of having several usable bulldings. However, it offered
no opportunity for growth, and, after deliberation, Governor
Emmett Branch d4id not approve the selection.

The Commission then approved what was known as the
McGowan slte, but the Governor deemed the price too high, and
referred the matter back to the leglslature. Several bills
were introduced among tham one which proposed to locate the
new school for the blind on the east part of the grounds of

the school for the deaf. This was bitterly contested by
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interested persons from both schools. The legislature ad-
Journed 1n.1925 with no aotion taeken. The new governor, Ed
Jackson, called the Commission together, They gave him
authority to offer $1,200 per acre for the McGowan land with
a trading margin up to $200. The initial offer was accepted,
and sixty aores lying north of Seventy-fifth Street between
College Avenue end the Monon Railroad right of way were pur-
chased. Of the $10,000 appropriated for the investigation,
only $218.38 had been spent.

At the time of the purchsse, the Indlanapolis - Ft.
Wayne interurban llne passed the property on the wést and pro-
Imised gatisfactory transportation faoilities to overcome the
possible disadvantage of the distanoe from the center of the
eity. Within a decade, this, along with other interurbean
lines in the state, was abandoned. At the time of this writ-
ing, the school is served by the Sherldan Bus Line and the
Indiana Motor Bus Company, nelther of which provides frequent
service, A gchool station wagon accommodates pupils and em-
ployees whenever adwlsable.

The present grounds are particularly beautiful. When
the acquiring of them was under advlisement, the Indianapolis
News commented in an editorlal of January 10, 1924: "While
the inmates of the school should have a wholesome environment,
as the law dlctates, there was no suggestion iIn the law that

money should be spent for the purchase of scenery."

A RN

[
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The naturally rolling contour of the land permits
the buildings to sit high above the road, and the sixty acres
make for much space. Williams Creek winds across the pro-~
perty, and there is a profusion of forest trees. Durlng the
mid 1930*'s W.P. A, labor was utilized to further beautify the
grounds. The mirror lake lying at the foot of the kmoll in
front of the main building and the Braille garden {Fig. 10)
meke the attractiveness of the school grounds extend beyond
the conventional lawns, winding drives, and rioch vegetation.

James H, Lowry, Indianapolis landscape englineer,
{Fig. 11) had worked for months in 1937-1938 omn two gardens
for the school, an upper garden of flowers, and a lower omne
of shrubs and evergreens. One night, too tired to sleep, he
lay wondering how the sightless ohildremn could be helped to
enjoy the gardens now that they were almost complete. Then
the inspliration c¢came to him - to make it a Braille garden,
each specle labeled with markers the children oould read.
The problem of material, something pliable and rustproof,
arose, Then strips of 2inec were the answer. Today, almost
every known specie of flower, 125 varieties of evergreens,
100 different kinds of roses, more than S00 types of shrubs,
and every shade tree known to the Indlana climate, all bear
their 1llttle zinc placards which tell both the common and
botanical name of each plant. It has attracted wide atten—

tion as an educational and aesthetioc medium.
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There 13 a flve-acre vegetable garden on the school

property, and an apple orchard of one hundred and ten trees.

Figure 10,

Children in the Brallle garden.

(Indlanapolis Star Photo)



47

FPigure 11.

James Lowery at the keyboard
of the Kitselmann Chimes.

(Indianapolis Times Photo)
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Instructional Suppliss

This study does not purport to catalog all of the
school's equipment throughout its history. A cursory survey
which wlll serve to show both the distinetive needs to be met
end the progressive acoumilation of suppliesa seems more per-
tinent.

When the school was opened in 1847, there was a dearth
of equipment of any kind. Ralsed, physlcal maps and a few
musical instruments are the only ones mentioned in the report
of that year. The followlng year, the instruments were in-
creased to 1nclude two "plano Fortes™, four violins, a viola,
a double bass, four olarinets, two flutes, a cormet, two
French horns, and a - tenor horn. Simple shap tools for the
boys and sewlng and knltting lmplements for the girls were
also emong these early acquisitions.

In an enumeration in the 1878 report, such things as
philosophical equipment, busts of famous persons, models of
fossil remains of prehistorio animals, toy models of existing
animals, a human skeleton and an anatomical figure, specimens
of animated nature, mineralogical specimens, weights and
measures, bottles and other contalners to glve concept of re-
lative quanity and dimenslons, models of architectural struc-
tures, one of Niagara Falls, and one of a suspension bridgs are

all mentioned. More maps had been acquired in 1868, (Fig. 12},
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Figure 1Z2.

Girls Investigating maps of 1879 vintage.

They haeve their fingers on a small furrow

which represented the geographer's concep-
tion of the Congo River.

(Indianapolis Star Photo)
'
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a grand plano and band instruments were purohased with pro-
ceeds from the greenhouse. In 1871, some chemlcal apparatus
was .bought. In 1867, the le¢ture rooms had been glven
cablnets and cases to protect these pleoces of equipment, and
in 1897 a museum (Pig. 13) was established.

Both invention and currioular changes brought in new
types of équipment. ‘Sewing machlnes were introduced in 1889.
The year 1891 saw keyboards to be used in teaching telegraphy,
two "writers" for instruction in typlng, and dumbells, chest
weights, and Indian clubs for use in the new gymnasium,

(Ref. 14). The next year, an electric clock and system of
bells were 1nstalled.

Changes in educational theories also reflect them-
selves in the school equipment. .In the present gymnasium
such equlpment as punch bags, parallel bars, horlzontel bars,
¢climbing poles and wrestling mats are all present. (Fig. 15).

There are all Instruments necessary for a modern study
of general Science and physlos, ﬁhile the home econonlces
laboretory has a shining electric kltchen and modern sewling
room (Fig. 16}.

There are Braille maps, like muge atlases; charts;
globes; and enatomical figures.

Possibly no department of the school has been more

thoroughly revolutionized than the "boys' work shop™. There
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Flgure 13.
The museum in the old school.



Flgure 14.
Boys'! gymnasium oclass

(1904}

Filgure 15.

Girls on stall bars (1948)
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Figure 17.
Making a broom. (Indianapolis Star Photo)

. Figure 18.
Boys in woodworking shop. {Indianapolis Times Photo
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The Talking Books in use 1ln each recreation room
of the cottages are innovations of the last fifteen years.
These record players, set at a apeéd of 33 1/3 r. p. m.,
and devised for the exolusive use of the blind, play full
length books expertly read by carefully. selected readers.
Tﬁe school draws on the Indlana State Library, the American
Printiné House for the Blind, Louisville, Kentueky, and the
American Foundation for the Blind, New York City, for its
supply of recorded hooks.

The school also has a wire recorder which 1s used
partiocularly in the Muslc Depértment in order for the pupil
to keep a tangible reoord of his‘prpgress.

Another piece of egulpment of whiéh the school is
particularly proud is the Kitselman Chimes, installed in
the "singing tower", (Fig. 19), and the glft of Mrs. C. M.
Kitselman of Muncle, Indiana, in memory of her husband. The
chimes are played from the console of a studio organ. It is
possible to tranemit harp, organ, or vocal music as well as
recorded selections.

When the music 1s broadcast from the tower, 1t has a
carrying range of about three mlles. It is also possible to
use the same mechanism to transmit programs to the audlitorium
without sending them from the tower, which lncreases its

value to the school.
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Figure 19.

The "Singing Tower™ housing the Kitselman Chimes
(Indianapolis Times Photo)
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The Library
During the early years of the school, the lack of
avallable books in embossed type greatly restricted the
library facilities. By 1851, a limited number of each
avallable book had been purchased, This made a library
comprised of the followlng volumes:

coples of the Bible

of the New Testament

of the Psalms

of Proverbs

of Ruth and Esther

of Mark

of Church Music

of a cyclopedia (incomplete)

of Die Ostercler

of Rudiments of Natural Philosophy
of PEloso§y of Natural History
of an English reader

of Howe's Geography

of a plane geometry text

of Prineciples of Arithmetic
of Vir omae
of an atlws of the United States

of Murray's Grammar

of a table of logarithms

of the Political Class Book
of The Tve oys

of Pnildi Me%ancthan

12 of A Blind Child's First Book

12 of 2 Blind Child's Second Book
12 of The Blind Chiid'c Manua

hHMMDODMMMBODOERDDMMHOOOOORW

There 1s no record to lndicete the progressive growth
of library facilities, but one must presume 1t was not rapld
untlil after the adoption of Revised Braille as the standard

type. At the present time, the school has a Braille library
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.of more than five thousand volumes, both fiction and non fiec-
tion. It is houséd in the basement of the main building. In
addition, there is & reference library for pupils, and a
library for teachers on the first floor of the same building.

The Talking Book records are a source of library
material unique with a school of this type. Sinece the re-
cordings are horrowed from three large libraries, they offer
a constantly changing supply of current and standard materials,
both eduoational and recreational.

Before the adoption of Revised Brallle end the inven-
tion of the Talking Book made so large a volume of reading
matter available to the blind student, it was the policy of
the school for the superintendent or various teachers to read
aloud to the students during the evening hours of each school
day. While thls type of reading was somewhat recreational in
nature, it also was a part of the course of study and was re-~
quisite, much as the "outside reading" long popular with the
English Departments of the public schools. The list of books
chogen for reading to the puplls in grades seven through twelve
during the school year 1904 - 1905 exemplifies the calibre of

reading material:

Three Musketeers. .

Eugene AT™a . . . = + ¢ ¢« o« o v« o« ¢ » » » Lytton
The Sisters . + « ¢« o = 2 s » « =« s =« +» =« Ebers
RODD RO¥ 4 o o ¢ o ¢« o o 2 o o o s » +» o Scott
A Princess of Thule . « « =« ¢« « s« s + « « Black

Dumas
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Romola L] » L] » [ ] L] L ] » » L] L] - - - - L] » L] L ] Eliot

A Tale of Two Cltied » ¢« + « = ¢« ¢« « 4 « « » Dickens
m‘patia- » L ] - . L] - - - - - - - » L] L - - - KingSleY
Pausanlas . ¢ o ¢ ¢« 2 ¢ o = s+ o« s ¢ o « « « Lytton
An Egyptlan Princess . « « « « »+ « « « « » » Hbers
Waverly e s o ¢ s » o o o s v s x e s » » » Ocott
In Far Lock&bar » & & B e & 8 & & & & e e » BlG.Ck
Les Mugerables . « o » o ¢ o o« o o o « o s o« Hugo

The Mil) on the Flo88. ¢« « ¢ « o« = = « = » o Ellot
Treasure Island. « « « « s« « ¢ s = s « » = » Stevenson
Red ROVEI . & ¢« o« o o ¢« o s s« o« « +» o« « » » Cooper

This practice of reading aloud to the puplls has been entirely
discontinued. The pollcy at the present time 1Is to traim the
child to read, both Brallle books and Talklng Book records,
glve him access to a quantity of materlel and the leisure time

necessary for its enjoyment.

Summary

The material equlpment of the Indiasna School for the
Blind comprises buildings, grounds, Instructional equipment,
and library facllities. In each category, thesre has been
marked expansion and improvement throughout the history of the
school.

The first bullding was a rented one at Illinois and
Maryland Streets. It was occupled only one year and there is
no record of its appeasrance. On the first permanent site,
there was a small brick building which the school used as a
shop, and one small building erected in 1848. 1In 1853, the
main bullding there was completed. It was a five-story struc-

ture ninety by sixty feet, elaborately ornate. A stable,
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greenhouse, boiler house, leundry, and two dormitories were
added on this property during the next fifty-six years.

At the present locatlon, occupied since 1930, there
are a utility unit of powerhouse, garages, and laundry; a
greenhouse, a maln bullding for adminlistrative offices and
class rooms; one housing the music department and gymnasium;
another the vocational departments; a gquadrangle of dormi-
tory cottages for boys, and one for girls., A system of covered
passages connects the dormitory units and the school buildings.
These buildings represent an Investment of more than a million
dollars.

The origlnal tract of land purchases 1n 1848 was elght
acres, two clty blocks, lying between North amd St. Clair
Streets, and Meridien and Pennsylvania Streets. Purchased by
the state for $5,000, it was valued at $2,000,000 when it was
taken over for a part of the War Memorial Plaza.

The present site of sixty acres lying north of Seventy-
fifth Street and between College Avenue and the Monon Railroad
right of way cost $72,000. A beautifully rolling, landscaped
campus, it boasts a mirror lake, a Braille garden, and a
thoroughly modern pleyground as gome of its maln attractions.

Instructional equipment pecullar to the school in-
cludes models, rellef meps, Braille meps, Talking Books, a
wire recorder, and the Kitselman chimes. The school 1s ade-

quately equipped to offer imstruction in instrumental musiec,
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home economics, wood-working, basketry, broom making, piano
tuning, weaving, canning, as well as general science and
physics.
The library has grown from 134 volumes which re-
presented coples of all books avallable in 18351, to over
five thousand volumes of Braille books, plus an ever chang-

ing supply of Telking Book records from three libraries.



CHAPTER IV

ADMTNTSTRATION

Legal Aspects

Inesmuch as the Indiana School for the Blind is

operated as a state imstitution, regulations for its ad-

ministration are determined by laws passed by the General

Assembly. They are reproduced here by the subjects they

govern, rather than 1n the order of their chronological

sequence:

Classification:-- The name of the Indiana Insti-
tution for the Education of the Blind 1s hereby
changed to the Indlana School for the Blind; and
sald school - - - shall not be regarded or classi-
fled as beneavolent or charlitable institution but as
educatioEal institution of the state conducted wholly
as such.

Employees:-~ The superintendent with the approval
of the board may appolnt such subordinate officers,
secretaries, assistants, physlcians, teachers, atten-
dants, and employees as may be necessary, but the
board shall prescribe the number to be employed, and
provide rules for thelr government and control, an
fi1x the amount of compensation for thelr services.

It 18 hereby made a misdemeanor for any person to
soliclt or recelve from any officer or employee of sald
institutions any money for campalgn assessments, or for
any officer or employe of seid imstitutions to pey eny

lActs of the Indlana General Assembly. 1907, c¢h. 98,

sec. 2, p. 18.

zlbid., 1879, c¢h, 3, sec. 7, p. 4.

62
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such assessments to any person or organlization or
political party. Upon conviction, such persons
soliciting, recelving, or paylng such assessments
shall be fined in any sum not less than fifty dollars
{$50.00) nor more than five hundred dollars {$500) to
which may be added imprisonment of not less than sixty
(60) days nor more then one (1) year, and any person
so offending who 18 an officer or employee of en in-
stitution named in this act, shall be lmmediately re-
moved from such position and shall not be eliglible for
reappointment for a period of five (5) years.

Al]l other officers apd employees of institutions
herein named shall be selected and appolnted by the
superintendent or head of the imnstitution, subject to
the provislons of law provided by the Indiana Personnel
Act, or eny amendment thereof; DProvided, however, that
each superintendent or warden shall have the right to
remove hls or her chief clerk or secretary at hls or
her pleasure and to employ a sSuccessor regardless of
any provisions of sald Personnel Act or any regulation
made pursuant thereto. All such employees shall be
appolnted regardless of political or religious affi-
liation on the basls of fitness after examinatlion of
their qualificatlon for the duties to be performed,
under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed
by law'withlreferenoe to employees of all sald state in-
stitutions.

Fipances:-~ The treasurer of state shall biennially
cover and tramnsfer into the general fund of the treasury
all moneys appropriated and unexpended at the close of
the fiscal year, immedlately preseeding the regular
sesgion of the General Assembly.

The trustees for the Indiesne Institute for the Edu-
cation of the Blind (Indiana School for the Blind)} shall
hereafter present in each of theilr regular reports to
the legislature made 1ln pursuance of the provisions of
the act establishing said, an estimate of the probable
amount of money which will be necessary to defray the
expenses of the establishment during the ensuing two (2)
Years, embraced under the following heads, nemely: For
salaries of the resident officers, for boarding expenses

11pid., 1941, ch. 38, sec. 6, p. 115.
2Ibid., 1879, ch. 3, sec. 10, p. 4.
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of officers snd pupils, for nousenold furniture, foT
sohool apparatus, books, ete; for support of WOTE
departments, for improviments and repalrs, and for
miscellaneous purposes.

The board of trustees shall have the power to make
allowances for the payment of any money required, or
authorized by law to be paid, or for the lmprovement,
preservation, and care of thelr several instltutionms,
and of the grounds and property oconnected therewith and
the expenses thereof, the payment of employees and
other expenses; but such allowances shall only be made
upon an authorized statement of the superintendent show-
ing the cause and necessity therefor and all payments
shall be made only by orders drawn on the treasurer of
such institution in the manner herein provided. They
shall severally make a report to the govermor, at the
end of each fiscal year, giving a full statement of
their receipts, disbursements and operations during the
year preceeding; the number of inmates recelved, dis~
charged and then in the imstitution; the cost per caplta
for the year, the estimated cost for the succeeding year
and all things necessary to show the conditlon and man-
ggement of the same, together with any recommendations
or suggestions they may deem proper for the better or
more efficient government or welfare thereof, which re-
ports the governor shall transmit to the general assembly
with hls message at each regular sesslon thereof. In
such reports, they shall show what amount has been ex-
pended for repairs upon the bulldings and for permanent
Improvements, and a separatezaccount from the ordinary
expenses of the imstltution.

The treasurer shall, from time to time, before such
orders become due, present to the auditor of state a
statement of all orders drawn and then unpaid, giving
the date and pumber and amount of each order, snd the
person to whom payable, which shall be gsigned and sworn
to by the president of the board; and the auditor of
state shall thereupon draw an order for the amount in
favor of such treasurer, upon the treasurer of state,
who shall pay the amount out of any money in his hands

1Revised Statutes. 1852, vol. I, chap. 11, sec., 1,

p. 161.

Acts of the Indiena General Assembly;--187%9, chap.3,
sec. 9, p. 4.
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subject to such payment. The auditor of state shall

open and keep an acoount with the treasurer of eaoh

of said institutions and shall oharge him with the

orders so drawn upon the state treasurer. The treasurer
of sald institution shall at the close of each month re-
turn to the auditor of state an ltemized statement of the
orders paid by him end the amounts thereof, signed and
sworn to as being ocorrect and with suoh statement shall
return to the audlitor the orders so paid; the auditor of
state shall theresupon c¢redlt sald treasurer with the
amount so pald out by him and shall carefully preserve all
suoh orders and statements.

The system of expendltures and accountability by the
superintendent shall be as follows, namely

First. For defraylng current expenses, the trustees
shall place 1n the superintendent's hands a sum not ex-
coodling flve hundred dollars {$500), taking his recelpt
for the same.

Second. With the sum so advanced, he shall make all
necessary purcheses, pay domestlics' wages, ete., present-
Ing a detalied acoount of the same, accompanled with
vouchers, where it 1s practicable to obtaln them, to the
trustees at-eagh of the monthly meetings.

Third. The accounts 8o presented shall be examined
by the trustees, and, 1f approved, an order lssued upon
the treasurer for the amount of the same, thus restoring to
the superintendent the sum originally advanced to be ex-~
pended as before.

Fourth., Whenever furnlture, apparatus, work materials,
or the like, which cannot be classifled under the head of
petty expense, shall in his judgment be needed, the super-
intendent shall meke it known to the trustees, who, if they
deam it expedient, shall authorlize the purchase of the
same; apd he shall in no case make such purchases wlthout
authority from the board.

Firth. All accounts rendered for articles purohased
as above shall first be examlned and ocertifled to by the
superintendent and then submitted to the board of trustees
for allowance, who shall issue thelr orders on the trea-
surer for the payment of the same in favor of those pre-
gsenting such accounts.

Sixth. For the payment of salaries, the purchase of
real estate, or the settlement of bullding or other ao-
counts not deslgnated 1n the forgolng sectlons, the
trustees shall, upon the presentation of suoh accounts,
1ssue thelr orders upon the treasurer, as heretofore pro-
vided, taking reoelpt for the same, whioh, together with
recelpts for all other orders, 1ssued as above, shall be
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kept on file at the institution as vo&chers in connection
with their re8pective bills of items.

The orders of the trustees upon the treasurer shall in
all cases embrace the name of the person to whom the pay-
ment is to be made, toge&her with a statement of the ob-
Jeot of the expenditure.

The trustees shall present, ln sach of their blennial
reports to the general assembly, an abstract of thelr ex-
penditures for the support of the institute during the
two (2) fiscal years preceeding, arransed and classified
a8 heretofore in thelr annual reports.

There shall be appended to said reports of the trus-
tees a statement from the treasurer of the institute show-
ing the names of the individuals to whom he has paid out
money on the order of the truitees and for what purpose
such sums have been expended.

The superintendent shall, at or about the close of
each month, make but, for the information of the board, an
itemized statement and estimate of the amount and kind of
purchases required for the next succeeding month; and it
shall be the duty of the board of trustees to solicit com-
petition among dealers for the sale of such articles and
goods as may be required, by publication and otherwise, and,
to this end, they shall keep such statement and estimate
open to publioc inspection and shall give personal atten-
tion to the bills for the purchase of suoch articles and
goods and use theilr best endeavors to obtain them at the
lowest public prices. The superintendents shall also make
out and file with the board, at each regular meeting, an
itemized statement of all money pald out or expendes in-
curred for each of the inmates since the last report, show-
ing counties to which the immates belong, and the total
amount charged to each county. Such statements shall be
filed with the treasurer of state, who shall charge the
same to the proper county, and collect the amount due from
such county at each settlement wlth the treasurer thereof,
and such MONeEs shall be covered into the general fund of
the treasury.

=

Reviged Statutes; 1852, ch. 11, sec. 6, p. 161.

Ibid., c¢h. 11, sec. 8, p. 161,

Ihid.o' ch. 11, sec. g' P- 161.

Tbid., c¢h. 11, sec. 10, p. 161.

§Acts of the Indjana General Assembly; 1879, ch. 3,

Jec. 8, p. 4.
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Industrial training:-~The hiring out of the labor
of pupils of the beneavolent institutions of the state
under any form of ocontract is hereby absolutely for-
bidden.

The superintendents of the aforesaid beneavolent in-
stitutions, namely --— the Indiana Institution for the
Educatlon of the Blind (the Indlana School for the Blind)
-——— ao0ting under the control and supervision of the re-
gpeotive boards of trusteesa of sgaid institutions, are
hereby authorized and required to provide for appropriate
industrial education of their pupils under similar rules
and methods to those of the scholastic instruetion, namely,
by teachers hired by said superintendent as other teachers
are hired and subject on all points to the same control as
all other ieachars, of ficers and employees of the said in-
stitution.

The Iindustrial education of the said pupils in the
aroresaid institutions and school, shall, as far as
possible, be conducted in such manner as to meke said
pupils fit and able to earn their own support when they
shall have been graduated or otherwise discharged from said
institutions or school and not chiefly or mainly so as to
make any profit or revenue.

The necessary c¢cost for materials, machinery, if any,
and instruction for the induatrial education in the afore-
said institutions and sehool shall be charged upon and de-
frayed out of the regular maintgnance fupnds of the same
except as herelnafter provided.

The superintendents of the imstitutionms and school
aforesaid shall be authorized to dispose by sale, of eny
material used in the industrial education of the pupils
in the same menner as now provided by law for the sale of
waste or surplus material: Provided, That no material so
used by the pupils shall be dlsposed of at a lower price
than the current market price for similar articles at the
time when they are sold; And further provided, That, if
the material to be dlsposed of be available for the use
of any of the other lnstitutions of the state, the same
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shall be purchased for them and paid for in the same
manner that they piy for any material or suppllies that
they may purchase.

The superintendents of each of the institutions and
school aforesald, shall pay to the treasurer the gross
proceeds of the sale of apny materlal as provided in the
previous section as now required by law, whereupon the
treasurer of state shall give the sald superintendent a
recelpt for the amount, which recelpt shall specify that
the amount is the proceeds of the sale of materlial used
In the 1ndustrlial education of the puplils. The superin-
tendent shall thereupon deposlt sald receipt with the
auditor of state who shall give him a quietus for the
amount and shall place the amount of the same to the
credit of the maintenance fund and not, as heretofore
providgd by law, to the oredit of the gemeral fumnd of the
state.

Inventory:-- Such superlntendents or managers shall
within thirty (30) days after the taking effect of this
act, each make out and deliver to the proper board of
trustees of each of sald institutions a complete and
itemlized inventory and statement, subsecribed end sworn to
by him, setting forth 1n detail all the property, both
real and personal, belonging to the lnstitution or belong-
Ing to the state and connected therewlth, or in use in or
about the same, Such statement shall glve the quality and
conditlon of such property and the value thereof, where
1t 1s and for what purpose or in what way 1t is used, and
shall also glve a detailed and itemlzed acoount of all
produots raised and consumed, and of each parcel of
property, including hides, tallow, flowers, farm products,
goods s8old or otherwlise dlsposed of during the year, last
past, by suoh superintendent or manager, or by the trus-
tees or subordinates of said institution, for what price,
who recelved the money and for what purpose 1t was used.
Such statement shall contaln a detalled and itemized
statement of all the expenditures during the past year,
for all repairs and upon the buildings or grounds, and
for furniture and other articles purchased for the use of
the said institution or in or about the same; and a de-
talled and ltemized statement of all the articles of wear-
ing apparal, goods, merchandise, or property received fur-
ing the past year with or for any of the inmates; what be-

1Ibid., ¢ch. 186, sec. 5, p. 404.

2Ibid., oh. 186, seoc. 6, p. 404.
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of such property, whether any, 1f so, what amounts are
on hand yet. What amounts of like goods or wearing
apparel has been, during sald time, purchased for each
of the inmates, and what amounts of moneys have been re-
celved therefor, and from what ¢ountles so recelved, who
received such moneys and for what purpose they have been
used., It shall also glve a general account of the af-
fares of the institution, the number of 1mmates received,
the counties from which they came, the number disoharged
and the cause therefor and the condition of the inmates,
and the wants and requirements of the institution. A
like report, inventory, and statement shall be annually
made, on the thirty-first day of October of each year to
each of the sald boards of trustees, who may prescribe
additional and other matter to be included therein. Suoch
reports, after due examination and action thereon by the
boards, shall be delivered to the govermor, who shall
transmit them tolthe general assembly at the next regular
session thereof,

g%gggament:-- The president and trustees of each of
said institutions shall be and constitute a board for the
management of the business and affalrs thereof, with the
powers to make all proper rules, regulations and by-laws
for 1ts government. They shall have a regular meeting at
or about the close of each month for the purpose of in-
formal consnltation or the transactiom of current or in-
oidental business. They shall keep a record of thelr pro-
ceedings and aots, and of all moneys recelved or pald out,
and of all orders drawn or pald. No moneys shall be pald
out or expended except on an 1ltemlzed bill first presented
and allowed by the board. Such bill shall be signed and
sworn to by the c¢laimant and such payment shall be made by
an order signed by the president and drawn upon the trea-
surer of the institution payable ten (10) days from the
drawing thereof. Such 1temlized bill shall be carefully
preserved and be numbered to correspond with the order
drawn for the payment thereof, and no bill shall be allowed
for more than the lowest cost value of the articles pur-
chased or the services or materials paild for; and all ocon-
traots made for articles, material, or Eervioes 8hall be
subJect to the allowance by sald board.

l;gid., 1879, c¢h. 3, sec. 4, p. 4.

2
Ibld., oh. 3, seo. 5, p. 4.
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Upon the seleetlon for the new site for the Indiana
Sehool for the Blind, the approval thereof by the govermor,
and the purchase of lands therefor, as provided in Section
2 of this acet, said gite shall be turned over to the board
of trustees of the Indiana School for the Blind. The board
of trustees shmll orgenize and conduct the Indiama School
for the Blind at the new slte under the provisions, so far
as applicable, of the act approved Mareh 2, 1907, and the
amendments thereof being, "An act concerning the names,
management and control of the state beneavolent, reforma-
tory, and peral institutions, defining the powers of the
boards of trustees, prohibiting campaign assessments, pro-
viding penalities and repealing all laws and parts of laws
in conflict therewlth.®™, which act and amendments thereof,
in respeet to all rights, powers and duties of the board,
and all rights, powers and duties of the superintendent,
as well as all other offices ani employees and employees
shall govern and apply thereto.

The laws relating to the government and menagement of
the Indiana School for the Blind, so far as the same may
be applicable, and not by this act otherwlse provided, and
not Inconsistant with the purpose of this aet, shall 1n all
respects apply to the government and managament of the new
site of the Indiana School for the Blind, as well as the
present institution, as to the duties of the trustees and
superintendent thereof. It 18 the purpose of the state
that the Indiana School for the Blind in its new location
shall have training and instruetion, not only in trgdes,
but also in musice, literary, and academic sub jeots.

Manufacturing operations:-— There shall also be embraced
in said report a statement from the superintendent of the
institute of the operations of the work department, showing
the number and kind of articles manufactured, the amount of
money expended for mater&als, labor, ete., and the amount
received for goods sold.

Puplils:~-~ Whenever the application is made for any
blind --- person lnto the state 1lnstitution for the educa-
tion of the blind --- as a beneficlary of the privileges
thereof, such application shall be accompanied by the cer-
tificate of a Justlce of the peace that such person 1is a

1l

Iibid., 1923, ch. 72, sec. 4, p. 238.
2

Iibid,.,, och. 72, ses. 7, p. 238.

3

Ibid., 1852, ch. 11, sec. 11, p. 161.
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legal resldent of the county of the siate of Indlana which
it 1s clalmed that he or she resides.

When such a person shall, upon proper applicatlon, be
admitted as pupll of elither institutlon named, 1t shall be
the duty of his parents, guardian, or other frilemnds to
sultably provide him wilth c¢lothing at the time of his en-
trance Into the school and during his continuance therein;
also to defray his travelling expenses to and from the In-
stitution, not only at the time of his first entrance and
final departure, but at any other time when 1t shal% become
necessary for him to leave or return to the school.

In all cases where sultable clothing and mesans for
defraylng travelllng expenses are not otherwlse supplled to
the puplls of said 1institutions, the same shall be provided
by the respective superintendents thereof who shall meke out
and file with the treasurer of state accounts therefor
separate, 1n each oase, agalnst respectlve countles from
whieh such puplls were sent, 1n an eamount not exceeding
forty dollars (440) for every such pupll; which accounts
shall be severally signed by the proper superintendent and
attested by the seal of the lnstitutlon under his charge;
and the treasurer of state shall charge each account thus
certified, to that oounty from which the pupll named therein
was sent and credit the amgunt to the current expense fund
of the proper lnstitutlion.

In case of the death of any pupll in elther of the in~
8titutions aforesald, whose funeral expemnses are not other-
wlse provided for, an account therefor shall be made out,
attested and collectgd in like manner as provided in the
preceeding sections.

The treasurer of state shall forward each acocount so
filed with him to the treasurer of the proper county who
shall cause 1t to be paild out of the county treasury to the
treasurer of state; and such county treasurer shall, in the
name of the county, and by sult, if necessary, collect the
amount of such account from the parents or estate of each
pupll, as the case may be, where there 1s abllity to pay;
Provided, That at lease three hundred dollars ($300,00) of
the property of such garents shall be exempt from the pay-
ment of such acocount.

_iIbid., 1863, c¢h. 53, sec, 1, p. 124,
Ibid., 1865, ch. 53, sec. 2, p. l24.

N

5Ibid., ch. 3, sec. 3, p.l24.

4Ibid., och., 3, sec. 5, p. 124,

&

Ibid., ch. 33, sec. 4, p. 12.
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wwwﬂ‘%:— It shall be
unlawful for any persom connecte th said Institutions
as president, trustee, superintendent, subordinate, or
employees to be pecuniarily interested in any contract for
or purchase of supplies or materlals or to make or recelve
- any profits, percentages or deductions or any reward or
benefit whatever out of the management or operation, or
business of the gald inatitutions, other than the fees and
compinaation for his services established and allowed by
law.

They (the trustees) shall not appoint, now allow to be
appointed, any relative of thelr own or of either of them,
elther by bloocd or marriage and they shall not allow any
relatives or members of the family except the wife and
children of such officers whose regular home has been and is
with him, of eny superintendent or other subordinate or
employee to be kept, maintained, or supported at the imnsti-
tution without charging to such person the full wvalue of
such maintenance and support, unless such relative or member
of such family be regarded employeg and paid as one of the
subordinates or employees thereof.

No person shall be eligible to be appolnted a member of
any of the boards of trustees referred to in this act who
is a contractor with the institution of whose board he or
she is a member, end who is interested, either directly or
indirectly, in any contract with, or in furnishing any of
the supplies for such institution; 1if any person appointed
under the provisions of this act shell become so interested
during his or her term of office, such interest shell wvacate
his or her offlce and his or her successor shall immediately
be appolnted g8 hereinbefore provided to f11l1 his or her un-
expired term.

Superintendent:-- The superintendent of the institute
shell under the reguletions herein specified, meke all pur-
chases of supplies and pay all wages, either directly or
through his assistants, which shall be found necessary for
the several departments including furnlture, apparatus,
work material, clothing, provisions, provender, amnd all
else of 1llke nature and shall give bond in the sum of five
thousand dollars ($5,000) for the faithful discharge of
these duties; which bond shall be leff on fille at the
office of the treasurer of the state. )

11b1d., 1879, ch. 3, sec. 12, p. 4.

2Tbi1d., ch. 3, sec. 9, p. 4.

2;2;2., 1941, ch. 38, sec. 5, p. 115.

Revised Statutes, 1852, ch. 11, sec. 4, p. 161.
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The eannual compensation of the superintendent ----—---
shall be fixed by the board of trustees at thelr discre-
tion., ——eee-- The board of trustees --— shall appoint ---
the sugerintendents Of «—= the Indiana School for the
Blind.

Trustees:-— The board of trustees for —--—--- the
Indiena Institute for the Education of the Blind (Indiena
School for the Blind) ----- shall hereafter comsist of four
(4) trustees =---- one additional trustee shall be appointed
by the governor to each of said boards as the same are now
constituted, within thirty (30) days from the taking effect
of thls act, and each of such additional trustees so ap-
pointed shall serve for a term of four (4) years. ---—-

Upon the expiration of any member of any of said
boards or upon a vacancy occurring if any of said boards,
the governor shall appoint a successor to such member ex-
cept as herein otherwlse provided. All appointments shall
be for a term of four (4) years, excepting in cases of
vacancy by death, removal, or resignation they shall be for
the unexpired term. In meking all appolntments referred to
in this section the governor, in addition to the gualifi-
cations hereinafter mentioned, shall take into considera-
tion the political affilliation and bellef of such appointees
80 that not more than two {2} of the members of said boards
respectively shall be members of the same politicgl party
or have the same political affiliation ar belief.

=w-ew Each member of any such board of trustees here-
after appolnted shall qualify by glving a bond with surekly
in the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to the ap~-
proval of the governor. At the meeting of salid boards
following the appointments provided for in section one of
this act they shall proceed to elect a president, vice-
president, treasurer, and secretary and thereafter, annu-
ally, the organization shall be at the April meeting of
each of sald boards., Such treasurer shall qualify by exe-
cuting a bond in the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars
($25,000) with surety to the approval of the governor and
the cost of such bond shall be pald out of the malntenance
fund of the institution. The governor may remove any of
such trustees for misconduct or neglect of duty after an
opportunity to be heard upon written charges. The board

lgcts of the Indiana General Assembly, 1841, ch. 38,

gec., 6, p. 1l.
ZIbid., 1907, oh. 98, sec, 1, p. 138.
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of trustees of any institutlon shall have the right to
condemn property for the convenlence or the necessary
purpose of any institution. Condemmmtion proceedings
shall be conducted pursuant to the statutes relating to
the power of eminent domain. Provlded that the bond of
any such treasurer now serving shall continue until his
successor is elected and qualified.

One of the trustees of the Indéana State School for
the Bllnd shall be a bline person.

Such trustees shall recelve as compensation three
hundred {$300} a year each and their reasonable expenses
not to exceed one hundred and twenty-five dollars a year
($125) each, which shall be pald qugrterly, as other ex-
penses of the institution are pald.

Such boards of trustees shall have the supervision of
thelr respective institutions. Three members of a board
g8hall constitute a quorum for the organizatlon of the
board and for the transactlon of all business. The
trustees shall give so much of thelr time and attentiom
to the affajrs of their respective lnstitutions as shall
insure tge wise, efficient, and faithful management
thereof.

By - Laws
In their 1855 report, the board of trustees made
their first formal statement of the by-laws for the institu-
tion. They were:
I. Of the board of trustees.

1. The board of trustees shall hold monthly meetings
at the Institute on Wednesday after the second Monday of
every month and four members shall constitute a quorum
for the tramsaction of buslness, )

2. Speclal meetings of the Board may be called by
the secretary upon the suggestlon of the Superintendent,
or upon the requisition of two members, or if in his own
Judgment the best Interests of the Institution require
such a meeting.

, lIbid., ¢h. 52, sec. 4,p. 138p 1913, c¢h. 252,sec. 1,p.691;
935, ch. 144, sec, 2, p. 494.

Ibld., 1945, ch. 336, sec. 3, p. 1579.
Ibld., 1941, c¢h. 38, sec. 5, p. 115,

4Tpid., 1941, ch. 38, sec. 6, p. 115; 1945, ch.336,86¢.3,
P.15.



75
II. Of the Presldent.

1. The Boerd, at their meeting in April, annually,
shall elect one of thelr number as president who shall
preside over the deliberatlions of each meeting and shall
be entitled to vote upon all questions before the Board.

III. Of the Treasurer.

l. The Treasurer shall, 1n additiorn to the dutles
prescribed by law, furnish the Boasrd an annual statement
of his receipts and disbursements 1n detall; a summary
of which shall be appended to the annual report of the
Board.

IV, Of the Secretary.

l, The Board, at thelr meeting in April, annually,
shall elect one of their number as Secretary., He shall
carry on the necessary correspondence of the Board, keep
full minutes of the proceedings of each meeting, and
furnish, when necessary, attested coples of the same to
those whom they concern, and shall issue all notices of
meetings of the Board.

2. He shall keep all accounts between the Board and the
Treasurer, and shall draw up all warrants upon the Trea-
surer for approprietions and allowances by the Board, and
shell furpish the Board In detall a statement of the ac-
counts of the Imstitute to acoompany thelr amnual reports.

V. Of the Superintendgnt.

1. The Superintendent shall be chosen blennially by
the Board at thelr regular meeting in July, and his term
of service shall cormence on the first day of Cctober suc-
ceeding his election. He shell be responsible to the
Board for the falthful performance of all the duties as-
signed the subordinate officers, as well as the advancement
and good behavior of the puplls.

2. He shall refer to the Board of Trustees all appli~
cation for admission as puplls from those who do not come
within the regulations, but In all other cases may admit
the applicant without such reference. He shall keep a re-
cord of all those recelved into the Institute, embracing
thelr names and ages, the cause and degree of thelr blind-
ness, the dates of their admission and discharge, the post
office address of thelr parents or guardians, and such
other information concerning them as he may deem lmportant.
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3. In the school department he shall prescribe the
course and methods of inmstruction, the time te be devoted
by teachers and pupils to the several branches of study,
the apparatus and text books to be employed, the system of
discipline, and other matters pertaining to the mental and
moral improvement of the pupils. And it shall be his duty
to make frequent visits to the several class-rooms during
the hours of instrmetion, for the purpose of keeplng him-
self informed as to the progress and deportment of the
pupils, and of making such suggestions to the teachers as
he may deem useful. He shall devote at least two hours
per day to the instruction, and attendance upon recita-
tions of the several classes in the Institute, 1f his time
can be reasonably spared from hlis other duties.

4., In the work department he shall prescribe the kinds
of work to be learned by the puplls and the pumber of hours
per day to be devoted to them, fix the rate of ocompensation
for labor performed and instruction given by graduates or
others employed as journeymen or assistants, as well as for
overwork of the pupils, and direct the mamner in which the
general business of the department shall be transacted. He
shall be required to pass fregquently through the several
shops and work rooms for the purpose of keeping himself
informed of the progress and deportment of the puplls and
of making such suggestions to the master mechanic and
others employed as he may deem useful.

5. He shall provide the necessary apparatus for the
work shops, purchase the work materlals, settle for all
over work, keep a strict account of all moneys recelved
for salea of stock and pay the same over to the Treasurer,
taking his receipt therefor. He shall report the transac-
tions of the work department to the Board at each monthly
meeting with his vouchers for moneys pald or expended on
account of said department.

6. In the household department he shall prescribe the
number of domestlics and other assistants of a like charac-
ter to be employed, fix the rates of thelr compensation and
shall exhibit in each monthly account a statement of the
number, ocoupatlion and wages of persons so employed.

7. He shall see that all of the pupils are comfortably
and respectably clothed and, when their friends, through
inability or neglect, fall to provide them with the
necessary olothing, he shall provide the same and lay the
accounts therefor before the Board for allowance. He shall
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collect, as far as practicable, from the friends of the
puplls or from the commissioners of the several countles
in which they respectively reside, all sums so lald out
and shall pay all money 80 colleocted to the Treasurer
taking his receipt therefor.

8. All other minor expenses, whether of the houhold
or school departments, shall be defrayed by the Superin-
tendent, and the bills and accounts for the same certifled
by him shall be laid before the Board for thelr exemina-
tion and allowance,

9. Whenever furniture, apparatus, work materlel of the
like to any considersble smount, shall, in his Judgment,
be needed, the Superintendent shall so inform the trustees,
and, if they shall consent to the expenditure, he shall
purchase the requisite articles upon the best practicable
terms, and shall certify to the ocorrectness of all ac-
counts before presenting them to the Board for allowance.

10. He shall have care of all the buildings and
grounds of the Imstitute, and shall see that they be Xept
constantly 1n order, both as to cleanliness and minor re-
palrs.

11. He shall exerclse due eare in the promotion of the
health of the pupile by requiring of them frequent and
thorough ablutions, exercise in the open air, and entire
abstinence from all injurious practices, and by providing
them with plain, substantial dlet, together with comfor-
teble dormitory accommodations, and, In all cases of sick-
ness, shall see that they have prompt medlcal treatment
as well as every other necessary attention.

12, He shall use his utmost endeavors to imbue the
minds of his pupils with the striotest principles of
morality, and to induce them to aveid all unbecoming per-
sonal hebits, requiring them to attend regularly upon pub-
lic worshlp, et such place a8 may be severally chosen by
themselves or thelr friends.

13. While he is enjoined to pay particular attention
to the religious Ilnstruction of the pupils, he shall
studiously avoid and prevent the inculcation of sectarian
views, and the same care shall be observed 1n relation to
partisan politics.
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14, He shall see that due respect always be had to
the appropriate observance of the Sabbath by all persons
connected with the establishment, nelther permitting
visiting on that day at the Institute, nor aellowlng the
pupils to meke vislts out of the house, or engage 1n 1lm-
proper occupations or amusements.

15. It shall be considered by him an essentlal fea-
ture in the management of the Institute to prevent all
unnecessary intercourse between the male and the female
pupils, and he shall therefore see that they are mever to-
gether, excepting in the c¢lass rooms during the hours of
Instructlon, or in the presence of some offlcer of the In-
stitution.

16. He shell meke ann annual report to the Trustees
embracing an account of the condltlon and progress of the
several departments of the Instlitute, of the course of 1in-
struotion pursued, and of the health and gemeral improve-
ment of the puplls, with suggestions for the advancement
of the objeots of the Imstitute.

17. In order that all of the offlcers and other persons
engaged in the Institute may have clear understanding of
thelir relative duties and obligations, the Superintendent
shall be required to draft a set of regulations defining
thelr respective dutles, a copy of which belng approved by
the Trustees, shall be furnished to each, and for every
essentlal change in sald regulations the approval of the
Trustees shall be necessary.

YI. Of the Suybordinate Officera.

1. The 1nstructors in the school departments, the
Matron and all the subordinate offlcers employed by the
Institute shall be appointed annually by the Board, at
thelr July meeting, thelr term of service to commence the
first of October followlng such appolntment.

2. They shall labor asslduously in thelr respective
capaclties to promote the object of the Imnstltute and
shall, so far as possible, co-operate wlth the Superin-
tendent 1In 1ts general management.

3. Thelr particular duties shall be prescribed by the
Superintendent in accordange with sectlon 18 of artlcle
five of thesse by-laws.
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VII. Of the Attending Physician.

l. The.attending physiclan shell be appointed
annually by the Board, at their July meeting, his term
of service to commence on the first of October followlng
his appointment.

2. He shall visit the Institute, upon the c¢all of
the Superintendent, and at such other times as he may
think necessary or proper, and shall render such medical
and surgical services, except 1n capltal operatlions, as
shall be necessary for the puplls of the Institute, and,
if the proper medicines are Iln the Institute, shall pre-
pare the same for admlnistration.

3. Hls compensation shall be flxed and paid by the
Board of Trustees, and no charge shall be made to any
pupll for mediclne or medical attendasnce by the regular
physician. The Superintendent shall have discretionary
power to employ the aid of a consulting physician, bdbut
such consulting physielan shall in no case supercede the
regular one.

VIII. Of the Institute Session

l. There shall be one session of the Instltute in
each year, commenclng the first Monday of October and
closing on the last Wednesday of July followlng, having
a vacation of nearly ten weeks, and 1t shall be considered
obligatory of all the puplls to spend the period of vaca-
tlon at their respective homes,

IX, Of the Admission and Disoharge of Pupils.

1. All blind persons residing in the State of Indiana,
who are between the ages of 8 and 21 years, and who are
not incapacltated by mental or bodlly weakness for useful
instruction, shall be considered eliglble for admission
as puplls of the Institute, but exceptions may be made in
favor of cases which do not come wlithln the age specified
but In every such case special actlon of the Board shall
be required.

2. Puplls from the State of Indlana shall in all
cases recelve their boarding and tultion free of charge,
but thelr clothing and other necessary expenses must be
furnlshed or defrayed by their friends or by appropria-
tion of the commissloner of the countles of which they
severally reside.
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3. Applicants from other states of sultable age and
capacity may also be received as pupils provided they
shall in no case. take precedence over those from Indlana,
on payment of such rates of compensation for boarding and
tultion as the Board in each case shall determine.

4, No applicant shall be recelved into the Instltute
until the rules established by the Board for the admission
of puplils shall have been compllied wilth.

5. All the regular puplls shall be required to be in
attendance at the Institute, at the commencement of each
session, and to remain until its close, unless prevented
by sliockness or other exigency, and in the case of the
fallure of any pupll to comply with the requirement, with-
out a sufficient reason, the right of such delinquent
puplil to the privileges of the Institute shall be forfelted.

6. Puplls may be expelled for mlsconduct when they
shall be adjudged by the Superintendent to be incorrigible,
but for each act of expulsion the approval of the Board of
Trustees shall be necessary. No pupil of mature years
shall be expelled without an opportunity of vindicating
himself from the charges preferred against him.

7. There belng no llmit fixed by law for the time which
a pupil may remain in the Institute, it shall be left to
the Superintendent to determine in each individual case for
the proper time of dismissel, but he shall in no case dis-
charge a pupll without the consent of the Board of Trustees.

8. DPuplls who complete their course of imstruction
with credit to themselves shall be furnished with a dip-
loma by the Superintendent signed by himself and counter-
signed by the President and Seoretary of the Board.

%. No pupil shall be graduated without the written
recommendation of his or her respective teachers 1n the
literary or work department or both as the case mey be,
addressed to the fuperintendent and filed among the papers
of the Institute.

1
Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of the Indiana
Institute for the Education of the Blind. V.1, pp. 201-5.
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Superintendents

In the hundred and one years of the history of the
Indiana School for the Blind, ten men have served as super=-
intendent, and three of them aeccount for seventy-two of
those years,

William H. Churchman {1847-1853 and 1851-1879)
(Fig. 20) was not yet twenty-nine yesars old when first he
took over his dutles at the Indiana school, yet he was not
new to the field of education. Born November 29, 1818 on a
farm near Baltimore, Maryland, he was a serious, studious
boy, esager for learning. It was while he was a student in
New York City at the age of seventeen that he lost his sight,
reportedly from overwork. He 1mmedlately tramsferred to the
Pennsylvania Institution for the blind in Philadelphia where
he became one of 1ts first students and from which he was
graduated in 1839. The followlng spring, he went to the Ohio
Institution as a teacher. In 1843, he went to Nashville
where he founded the Tennessee Institute, and taught there
and at the school at Louisville before coming to Indlanapolis.

Nor was he 1dle during the elght years he was away
from the Indlena school. In 1854, he had gone to La Porte,
Indiana where he establlished a private school for girls which
he operated until the builldings were destroyed by fire in

1856, He then accepted the superintendency of the Wisconsin
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Pig. 21. George S. Wilson

FPig. 20. William H., Churchman

Fig.22 Robert Lambert
(Mazo Lomax Photo)
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Institution for the Blind, a position which he held until
he was recalled to the Indlana Institute.

‘ Mr. Churchman became a natlonally recognized figure.
From September 1866 until April, 1868, he was orgenizing the
New York school at Batavia in the capaclty of superintendent
elect. The trustees of that school offered him a salary more
than double that which he was recelving 1n Indlana, but the
Indlana Board begged hard, and he declined the New York offer.
Later, he was asked to head the Royal College for the Blind
in Iondon, but his desire to remain In the Unlted Stated
prompted him to reject this proposal.

After a total servioce 6f twenty-four years, he re-
tired iIn 1879. The three remalning years of his life he
spent at the home of his half-brother southeast of Indiana-
polis where he died suddenly on the morning of May 17, 1882.

Men who knew him well spoke often of Mr. Churckmant®s
remarkable intellect, his keen observation, and his abillity
to translate his 1deas into words and actions., He made a re-
putation for indefatigable activity.

To 1llustrate hls attention to detail, George S.
Cottmenl tells a story of an incident in the shop of Mr.

Cottmanf*s father, a merchant tallor 1n Indianapolls. Mr.

1
Indiana Magazine of History,v. 10, p. 82,
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Churchman had come in and asked to "sgee™ samples of suit
material., Aoting upon a facetious Impulse, Mr. Cottman
threw down several bolts of cloth upon the counter, arrang-
ing them so that the firat and last were ldentical. From
one to the other went Mr. Churchmen, carefully flngering
each. As he reached the last, he llfted h1§ face attentively
and returned to the first bolt. "Why," he exoclaimed, "These
are exeotly allikel™

Concernlng two of the three men who served as super-
intendents between Mr. Churc¢hman's two terms, there is vir-
tually no record. The writer was able to ascertaln only that
George ¥, Ames was a minister, and Jemes McWorkman, & physi-
clan. The man wholcame between them was a paradoxical com-
bination of the efficlenoy expert and the romamtlclst.

Willlam Larrabee's life had begun inausplclously in
Port Elizabeth, Malne, on December 23, 1802. EHis parents
were uneducated, poor, irreligious. Willlam attended school
only a few months as he grew up, working as a farm hand. Al-
though he developed a love for books, he did not dream of an
education for himself. As he made frequent trips to the
grist mlll at Brunswick, be became famlllar with the exterior
of Bowdoln College, but as he afterwards used to say, he would
as readily heve asplired to ascend the throne of Great Britailn

as to have entered the college as a student.
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Then, when he was seventeen, he took less than a
dollar in money and sterted out on his own. He secured
work in the home of a physlcian at the town of Strong and there
made acqualntences who enoouraged him to eduocate himself. He
had united with the Methodlst church three years earlier, and
now became a licensed preacher, dellverlng hlis first sermon
at the age of nlneteen. The new frlends found a place for him
as teacher in a small country school. With these small suc-
cesses, he dared to consider Bowdoin and began to prepare him-
self to enter the sophomore class. Thls he did 1n 1825, the
year that lLongfellow and Hawthorne were graduated from the
same college. Three years later, lLarrabee hlmself attained
second honors in a graduating olass of twenty.

Followlng his graduatlon, he was teacher and princi-
pal of several eastern schoola. His most notable success
there probably came when he was princlpal of the Onelda Semin-
ary at Cdzenovlia, New York. He classlfled the students, en-
larged the course of study, and extended the patronage in
such a way as to establish a reputation for himself as an
organlzer and educator.

He returned to Malne in 1835 to take charge of the
Weslyan Seminary and serve as a trustee for the hospital for

the insane and as assistant State Geologist.
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In 1841, Mr. Larrebee went as a delegate to a
Methodist conference in Baltimore where he met Bishop Simp-
son, president of Asbury College (Depauw University) which
had been foumded two years earlier at Greencastle, Indlana.
The Bishop persuaded him to go to Asbury as professor of
mathematios and natural sclences. Iuring the eleven years
he served in thet cepaclty, his wife, Harriet, organized a
seminary for young ladles at Greencastle. During this time,
too, the Larrabees created an atmosphere of romanticism a-
round themselves that 1s stlill legend at Depauw. They
brought the firast piano to that part of ploneer Indiana as
they made the trip overland from New York to Pittsburgh, down
the Ohlo and up the Wabash River by ateamship to Terre Haute,
and then by coach to Greencastle which was then a village of
about filve hundred persons. They lntroduced the i1dea of
flowers as a decorative medium, and they built Rosabower.
The 1ittle cottage on the site of the present Longden Hall
was set in a natural opening in a maple grove. Around it,
the Larrabees cultivated an exquisite garden of evergreens
and rlowerlng plants. On the small lake at the foot of a
gpring, they floated a minting canoe brought from the Xankakee
Rlver. The place was named for their little four vear old
daughter, Rosabelle, who dled suddenly in 1846 and was buried

1n that garden because she had remarked in childish Pancy be-
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fore she was taken 111, "When I am dead, they wlll not bury
me in the cold graveyard. They wlll bury me in the bower
among the flowers and my father and mother wlll come and sit
by me." They built a seat there and often came to hold
femily prayers or read beslde her grave. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Larrabee were burled there before all three were removed to
Forrest Hill Cemetery near Greencastle.

After he left Asbury 1n 1852, Willlam Larrabee served
two terms as State Superintemndent of Public Instruction in
the State of Indiana. He was the first such official in the
state, and his terms of offioce were ocharacterized by decislve
actlons, the setting of many precedents, and correspondence
that involved thousands of letters to lesser school officlals.
It was between his two terms as State Superintendent that Mr.
Larrabee acted as superintendent at the Indlanas School for the
Blind. His second term was to have expired 1n February of
1859, but a month earlier his wife died, his own health falled,
and he suffered personal filnanclal losses, all of which led to
his resignatlion. He lived untll the following May.

He has been desoribed as an lmmensely energetic man,
never idle. He usually retired about midnight and arose at
four. His forehead was very broad, his eyes pierclng. Stordes
of his whims, plthy sayings, and strange doings have become

traditional on the Depauw cempus. That he was versatile is
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attested by the fact that at various tlmes in those eleven
years at, Asbury he taught mathematics, natural sciences,
chemistry, Christian evidences, philosophy, and oriental
langueges. He wrote extensively, particularly essays and
biography.

At least five of the six men who have served as
superintendent since 1879 have been men tralned to be edu-
cators and with experience in the field., About the sixth,

H. B. Jacobs, there 1s no reliable blographical data.

W. B. Wilson, who i1mmediately succeeded William H.
Churchman, was a native of Monroe County, Indiana. He re-
ceived both bls A, B, and M. A, degrees from Indiana Univer-
sity. He had taught in the publie schools and had been
Superintendent of Schools in Owen County and in the towns
of Spencer and Edinburgh before coming to the Indiana School
for the Blind.

Elmer E. Griffith was born September 1, 1861 at Vevay,
Indiana. He was graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts
from Indiana University with the class of 1885. He had taught
and been made Superintendent of Schools in Frankfort, Indiena,
although he was Just twenty-eight when he came to the Sohool
for the Blind for his five years as superintendent.

Will H. Glascock was a native of Hencock County and,

as a very young men, taught In the country schools and in the-
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town of Greenfield in that county. Later he became super-
intendent 1n turn of the county and the c¢ity schools. In
1891, he went to Indianapolls to serve as chief deputy under
State Superintendent Vories. He was superintendent of the
School for the Blind from 18%4 until January, 1838 when he
resigned to study at Indiana and Chicago Universities. After
completion of these courses, he was chosen Superintendent of
Schools for.- the oity of Bloomington, Indiana. While he was
holding that office, he died very suddenly at the age of
forty-four as he was preparing to leave for a State Teachers!
Convention ln Indlanapolis. Students aﬁ the school during
his era report him to have been a large man, well over 8ix
feet and welghing 240 pounds, a man who frequently took over
classes temporarlily because he Ioved to teach and whose home
was lively with parties and visitors.

George S. Wilson (Fig. 21) was also a Hancock County
man, born in the town of Greenfield in 1858. He was educated
there and at Indiana University. His life further parallels
Mr. Glascock'!s in that he taught in the publie schools of
Hancook County and became superintendent at Greenfield. He
was a man vitally intereated in polities. He held membership
in the Ameriocan Association of Educators for the Blind, the
Columbie Club of Indisnapolis, and Second Presbyterisn Church,

and the Masonloc Lodge., He received the thirty-third degree
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in that organization in 1918, and, in 1941, was presented a
rfifty year pin as a member of the Ancient Landmark Masonic
Lodge. He died 1In 1945.

His thirty-six years as superintendent, the longest
term 1n that office as yet held by any one man, are a tribute
to hls progressive thinking and educational integrity. His
philosophy, and the many changes wrought during those years
are dealt with elsewhere 1ln this study.

His personallty still oan be felt through the
loyalty of his alumnl, They report entimislastically that he
"did so much for the school", "was always interested 1n each
one of us™, "never was too busy to read to us or talk with
ug if we were lonely™, "made us feel free to go to him about
anything®. To have accomplished so great scholastic andlinvi-
ronmental Amprovements, and, at the same time to have won such
devotion from his pupils is an enviable reoord for those thirty-
g1x years.

The present superintendent, Robert Lambert (Fig. 22)
was chosen by the trustees to succeed Mr. Wilson 1In 1934. He
came to the school with a background rich In training and ex-
perience., He holds an A. B, degree from Indiana University
and a Master of Arts 1n School Administration from Chlcago
University. He was teacher and principal for four years in

Jefferson County, Indiana, high school principal four years in
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White County, and principal of the Columbus, Indlana Senlor
High School for eight years.

Mr. Lambert has a recordé@ of varied personal actlivity.
At the present time he haes membership in church, the Amerlcan
Assoolatlion of Instructors of the bling, Ameriocan Association
of Workers for the Blind, The Indianapolis Lions Club, the
American Leglon (past Commander of Post No. 24, Columbus,)
the Forty end Eight, Phi Delta Kappa, end Indiana Schoolmen's
Club. He 1s a past presldent of the Rotary Club of Columbus,
and former member and president of the Board of Control of
the Indiena High School Athletic Association. Concurrent with
his term as Superintendent, he acted as Executive Secretary
for the Board of Industrial Ald for the Blind, a state de-
partﬁent created In 1915 to give training, employment, and
other services to adult bilnd.

Any evaluation of Mr. Lambert's work at the School
for the Blind must come when time has given it sufficlent
perspective. However, his expressed determimation to keep
the school on an educatlional level where deviatlons are made
only when they are deemed necessary, ls taking tangible form.
Growth in the course of astudy, the physlical plant, equlpment,
and other phases of the school are fully dliscussed in other

chapters.
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Organization for Administration
In his annual report to the Board of Trustees 1n
1866, William H., Churchmen set forth a terse, comprehensive
statement of his plan for the organization of the school:
Article I. Literary Department

Section 1. It shall be the dutles of the
several teachers in the Literary Departmeant to
thoroughly instruct the different classes aa-
signed them in the grinciples of the branches
of knowledge pursued, studlously avolding the
inculcation of mechanical or superficlal forms.

Section 2. It shall be a ruling principle 1in
thelr teaching to develop and train all the mental
faoulties of their puplls, considering the mere
inculeatlion of kmowledge as of secondary impor=-
tance compared with the proper training of the
mind.

Section 3. They shall employ, s0 far as appli-
cable, the most Improved methods used 1n the schools
for the seelng, giving thelr instruction, as far as
possible, by means of oral lessons with appro-
priate 1llustrations, rather than reading them from
test books, so that ideas, and not mere words, may
be taught; and they shall require the pupils to
reclte by topics, carefully avolding the use of
leading questions 1n conducting the recitation.

Section 4, The prinecipal teacher wlll be ex-
pected to have the immedlate oversight of all the
male pupils whem out of school and not under the
particular charge of anyone else, seelng that they
arise promptly at the ringing of the morning bell,
retire as promptly at the requlred time 1ln the even-
ing, oonduct themselves in amn orderly memmner in
thelr dormitorlies, attend pumctually at thelr meals,
deport themselves properly in their various resorts
around the bulldings and grounds, and 1n all other
iispects conform to the regulations of the institu-

0N«
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Section 5. Whenever text books, apparatus,
stationery, and the like shall be needed for the
use of this department, the princlipal teacher
ghall report the same to the Superintendent and
no purchase must be made by him without authority
from that office,

Article JI. Music Department

Section 1. The teachers in 4£he music depart~
ment shall give instruction in both vocal and in-
strumental music to all the pupils of the imstitute
who may be found competent to receive such instruc-
tion, and to those who possess dicided musical
talent, in the theory and composition also, as well
as in the tuning of pieno and other instruments.

Section 2. In thelr selectlions for practice,
they shall resort to the compositions of the most
approved authors, carefully releocting every plece
having an immoral tendency, and such as would serve
to any degree to depreciate the tastes of thelr
pupils.

Section 3. In teaching vocal music they shall
consider it of primary Importance to inculcate clear-
ness and directness of enunciation, applying, so far
as practicable, the rules of education to vocal
exerclses,

Section 4. In the instrumental department, they
shall seach the pupils to perform upon the planoforte,
the orgen, and all the varletles of wind and stringed
instruments iIn common use, so far as required by the
superintendent.

Section 5. In Imparting their instructions in
the principles of music, they shall observe all of
the rules laid down for the guldance of the teachers
in the Literary Departnent.

Section 6. They shall seek for the pupils fre-
quent opportunities of hearing the performances of
skilled ertists in order to Ilmprove their tastes.
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Sectlion 7. The prinoipel muslc teacher shall
have the jmmediate dlrection of all the assistants
employed 1n this department and shall be responsi-
ble to the Superintendent for the faithful per-
formance of their dutles. He shall also see that
all of the Instruments are kept in good repair, and
in every other respect properly cared for, prevent-
ing thelr belng meddled with by puplls who are not
receiving lnstruction upon them,

Artliele III. Industrial Department

Section 1. The Master and Mistress of Handleraft
shall have Immedlate charge of the male and female
work department respectively and shall carefully 1n-
gtruot the puplls in such manual acts, and at such
times as may be deslgnated by the Superintendent.

Section 2. They shall keep account of all
articles manufactured by the pupils ln thelr re-
spectlve departments, in such manner as to show the
value thereof, and to report the same monthly to the
Superintendent.

Seotlon 3. They shall reguire thelr puplls to
deport themselves during the hours devoted to work, in
the same quiet, orderly manner as 1s usual 1In the
school room durling class recitation.

Sectlon 4., They shall have all the immediate
oharge, respectively, of all the bulldings or apart-
ments, as well as the tools and firxtures, devoted to
the Work Department, and shall see that they are kept
constantly 1in order.

Sectlon 5. They shall have immedlate direction
of all asslstant lnstructors or other persons employed
ln thelr respective departments and shall be re-
sponsible for the falthful performance of the dutles
agslgned said persons so employed.

Sectlon 8. The Master of handleraft shall con~-
duct the shops under contract, supplylng all the
materlals needed ln hls branch of the department at
his own expense and recelving all the wares menu-
factured by the puplls under his direction as a com-
pensation for the lnstruetion given them; but he
shall be furnished by the Institution with all tosls
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and other appurtenances needed by puplls in plying

the several mechanic arts in which they are being
instructed.

Section 7. The Mistress of Handicraft shall
have the charge of all stock pertaining to her branch
of the department and of the sales thereof. She shall
keep & strict account of all money recelved from sales
and pay over the same weekly to the Superintendent.

Section 8. ©She may, at her discretion, furmnish
materials to pupils for overwork, and pay them for
thelr labor, out of the recelpts from sales, at such
rates as may be from time to time, authorized by the
Superintendent; and the amount thus paid must be
reported to the Superlintendent at each weekly settle-
ment.

Section 9. Each of the officers pames in this
article shall keep the Superintendent duly notified
of the wants of his or her bramch of the Industrial
Department; and they shall in no case pay out money
to meet these wants without authority from the Super-
intendent. N. B. See General Regulations.

Article IV, The Household Department
The Steward

Section 1. The Steward (if any be employed)
shall have the oversight of the building and grounds
of the Imstitute together with the various appliances
for warmlng, bathing, cookirg, washing, etc.; the
household furniture, the vehicles and harness, and
all other property of amy kind, exzcepting such parts
of the bulldings and their appurtenances as may be
assigned to the particular care of other officers and
it shall be his duty to saethat these are kept in con-
stand order. When repairs of any kind are needed, he
shall report the same to the Superintendent and re-
celve his instructions as to the manner in which and
the parties by whom, they shall be executed. He shall
also have the oversight of the horses and other stock
belonging to the Institute, seeing that they are pro-
perly fed and otherwise cared for by the persons having
the immediate charge of thems.



96

Section 2. He shall have the immediate direc-
tion of the mele employes in the discharge of thelr
respective duties reporting to the Superintendent
all persistent delinguencies on their part.

Section 3. He shall, in connectlon with the
Matron, have charge of the various supplies for the
Household Department, seeing that they are properly
cared for and economically used; and when these need
replenishing, shall make the necessary purchases under
the direction of the Superintendent.

Section 4. He shall purchase under the direction
of the Superintendent any necessary clothing supplies
for such of the male pupils as are provided for in
that respect by the Imnstitute.

Section 5. He shall pay the wages of all the
employes out of money furnished him by t he Superln-
tendent for that purpose, and take receipts on the pay-
-roll for such payment, but shall have no authority to

change their rate of compensation as fixed by that
officer.

Seoction 6. He shall examine all bills for the ex-
penses of the Househnld Department and certify to
their correctness before passing them to the Superinten-
dent for presentation to the Board; and he shall keep
all the acocounts of the several departments of the In-
stitution with the Board of Trustees, Superlntendent,
subordinate officers, pupils, or other parties.

Section 7. In addition to the several duties
specified in the preceeding sections, he shall lend
his aid to the Matron when necessary in the care of
the sick among the male pupils, and shell at all times
be subject to the call of the Superintendent for the
performance of any other reasonable service pertaining
to the business of the Institution. N. B. See General
Regular Regulations.

The Matron

"The Matron, being the female bead of the estab-
lishment, shall participate in its general management,
and cooperate with the Superintendent in the governing
of the pupils. Her speclal duties shall be as follows:
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Section 8. She shall have the particular care
of the female pupils and younger boys while out of
school, spending as much of her time with them as
practicable and laboring assidiously to produce
their moral and religlous improvement and also to
teach them to deport themselves 1n a courteous,
amigble, and affectionate manner as well 1n thelr
intercourse with each other as with the officers of
the Instltute.

Section 9. ©She shall have charge of all parts
of the bullding as to their cleanlliness, and shall
See that they are kept constantly in order, permitt-
ing the female pupils to perform as muoh of the labor
as practicable.

Section 10. ©She shall have the care of all the
bedding belonging to the Institute, together with the
clothing of all the puplls, and shall see that they
are duly changed, weshed, lroned and kept in order;
the repairing, as well as the making of new articles
to be done under her immedliate direction. She shall
also have charge of the clothing of the officers who
board at the Institute, so far as regards washing and
ironing.

Section 11. When new clothing supplies are
needed for such female pupils as are provided for in
that respect by the Institute, she shall purchase the
same under the dlrectlion of the Superintendent.

Seotion 12. She shall have the immediate super-
vision of the female domestlos, assigning to them their
particular duties and-direoting them in the perfor-
mence thereof, and shall also see that they deport
themselves in a respectful and orderly manner, obeylng
strictly the rules of the house concerning them.

Sectlon 13. ©She shall have charge of the culinary
affairs of the establishment dlreoting the purchase of
marketing, and the preparation of food for the tables,
and shall, 1n connectlion with the steward, see that
all the grooeries, provisions, etc. are well taken
care of and economiocally used.
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Section 14. She shall be present during the
meals of the pupils to see that they are all pro-
perly attended to by the domestics and that they
deport themselves in an orderly and becoming manner.

Seetlon 15, She shall have the care of the
patlents, in case of sickness occurring among the
puplls, administering to them as directed by the
physiclan or Superintendent; or, in case of the
employment of & nurse, she may delegate to such
employe 8o much of the care of the sick as may be
authorized by the Superintendent.

Sectlon 16. She shall keep the Steward duly

notified of the wants of her department in the way

of groverles, provislions, and other like supplies;

and when articles in the way of house furnishings,
goods, or clothing supplles are needed, she shall
report the same to the Superintendent; but she shall
in no case pey out money or lncur obligatlons to meet
these wants wlthout the previous consent of -the Super-
intendent.

Sectlon 17. In case of the employment of an
asslstant matron, or housekeeper, she shall direct
the performance of the duties of such offlcer as pre-
scribed by the Superintendent. N.B. See General Regu-~
lations.

Article V. General Regulatlions

Section 1. In discharge of the foregoling obliga-
tlons, the offlcers will, in all cases, be subjeoct to
the advise of the Superintendent, and 1t shall be
thelr duty to consult him in a frank, courteous, and
unreserved manner, in whatever pertains to thelir re-
spective departments.

Section 2. All of the officers shall be expected
to render themselves generally useful to the pupils,
by spending as many of thelr lelsure hours with them
as 1s practicable, encouraging and assisting them in
the prosecutlion of their studies, reading to them from
ugeful works, striving, by Jjudicious advice, to cor-
rect thelr habits and mamners, and laboring in every
other way for the promotion of thelr Improvement and
happiness, especlally shall they use their best en-
deavors to prevent them from acquiring or continuing
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in, eccentric personal habits, or mental peculiari-
ties, and to teach them to deport themselves in a
courteous, amliable and affectionate-mamner, as well
in their intercourse with each other as with the
officers of the Imnstitute.

Section 3. Every teacher or other officer shall
be responsible for the good behavior .of the puplls
while under his or her particular charge, whether for
instruction or any other purpose; and it shall be the
duty of all to lend their aid at any other time to the
Superintendent in the preservation of order among the
pupils, by Jjudicious advice and restraint and by re-
porting to him any disorderly conduct which may come
to thelr kmowledge.

Sectlon 4. No teacher, or other person employed
in the Institute shall inflict corporal punishment
upon any pupil, but when extreme cases of disobedience
occur, such as merit more than a reprimand, they shall
be reported to the Superintendent.

Section 5., Promptness will be expected of all, in
attendance upon their elasses or in the discharge of
any other obligation, and none will be at liberty to
absent themselves from duty, even when substitutes may
be provided, without consultation with the Superinten-
dent, excepting in cases of emergency. Nor shall any
teacher be at liberty, during the hearing of any regu-
lgr c¢lass, to engege in reading, writing, or other oc-
cupation not belonging strietly to the duties of the
¢lassroom.

Section 6. No person shall be at liberty to
grant leave of absence to any pupil from the premlses,
unless authority so to do is especially delegated by
the Superintendent.

Section 7. No person will be allowed to read in
the presence of the puplls any bock, pamphlet, or paper
which by one attempt to 1nfluence the minds of the
puplils, either against or in favor of the view of any
particular religlous soclety or political party.

Sectlon 8. All persons boarding at the Institute
wlll be expected to be in their rooms at a reasonable
hour at night so that the house may be duly closed and

unnecessary disturbance avolded to those who may re-
tire early.

- N |
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Section 9. It shall be obligatory upon all the
officers having control of puplls, to require of them

a prompt and riglid performance of duty, allowlng no

neglect of study or work, or Infringement of known

regulations to go unreproved. "No pupll shall be
graduated without the written recommendatlon of his or
her respective teachers in the Literary -er Work De-
partment or both, as the case may be, addressed to the

Superintendent and filed among the papers of the In-

stitute."

The school contlnued as three separate departments,
Literary, Muslc, and Work, wlth a Canning Department intro-
duced in 1884 which was consollidated wlth the rest of the
Work Department in 1899, Under the orgenization of Superin-
tendent George S5, Wilson, each pupil made his cholce of de-
partments when he entered high school. In 1934, Superinten=-
dent Lambert correlated the three departments, so arranging
the organization that a student could do major work in one.
The Work Department continued under the contract arrangement
with the master workman until 1891 when 1t wes made a part of
the regular school organization with salaried teachers.

In 1869 a girls' governess was added to the school
in order to allow for better supervision and to permit the
matron to spend more time with the younger boys. A boys?
governsss also became part of the organization in 1886. The
title was changed to ™supervisor™ 1lm 1916, and to ™house
mother" 1n 1934,

At the present time (1948) these house mothers are
governed by the following regulatlons posted on a bulletin

board in the main bullding:
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1. The office force will refuse to permit
students to use the telephone without the written
consent of the person in charge of the cottage.

2. Permission for the student to go to the
school building, except to attend the regular
schedule is to be granted only by the person in
charge of the cottage from which the student comes.

3. All written or telephone requests by members
of the faculty or office force for students to depart
from the regular routine should be honored. The per-
son nmaking the request is responsible for the student
until he or she returns to the cottage.

4, Permisslon may be granted in writing by the
office force for former students to vislt in a cottage
for a 1limited time. Such permission does not relieve
the house mother of responsibillty for proper super-
vision in such cases.

5., All accidents, sickness among the children,
absences without permission, or any unusual occurances
must be reported to the office promptly.

6. In case of doubt regarding the proper prece-
dure ln any situation, the house mother should contact
the office for instructions.

Originally, the school term extended from the first
Monday ln October until the last Wednesday in July, with no
vacations other than the summer one., The dates were changed
in 1862 to include that period from the first Monday after the
fifteenth of September to the last Wednesday in June. At the
present tlme, there 1s a nine months school term, with the
openlng and closing dates determlned each year much as a
school board does for the publle¢ schools. Vacations at
Thanksglving, Christmas, and ln the spring are observed by

the aschool.
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In the early years of the school, the students were
entirely ungraded. Gradlng was llttle practiced 1n schools
for the seelng at that time, and many of the students attend-
ing the Institute for the Bllind were beyond the age of school
children. They had come to learn a trade and to read by
means of raised letters. The pupll started to learn at his
own level and progressed as rapldly as he was able.

Not untll 1882 l1s mention made of any sort of grad-
ing. At that time, there were flve "Dlvislons™ wlith the
fifth the most elementary. Two years later, the school was
divlided into slx grades, the new pupll entering the first.

In 1892, there were still the slx grades, but the superinten-
dent made note 1n his annual report that two years were re-
guired to complete each grade. )

In 1899, Superlntendent Wilson's complete reorgani-
zation of the school 1ncluded classiflcation of the students
into elght grades and four years of high school, a plan which
1s still followed, as in the public schools.

Student Accounting
Records and reports -- Since its organlzation, offl-
clals of the school have recorded and kept data concerning
each pupil which told his name, parentage, home address, date
of his birth, the cause of his blindpness, the age at which it

occurred, whether it was partial or total, the date of his
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entrance 1nto the school, and the place of his birth. In
certain cases the date and reason for withdrawal also were
recorded, together with a statement about the mental and
physieal condition of the child, and his deportment. Until
quite recently, these were kept spordically. At the present
time, a form completed by the examining occulist is filed
with these papers. Whlle grades on school accomplishments
seem to have been assigned for meny years, if not from the
beginning, they were not filed systematically until a system
of permenent record cards was started in 1935. Alummi report
that their Iinterest was not as much in grades as in whether
they had been promoted.

The practice of mailing report cards to the parents
at the end of the year only has besn usual. Numerical grad-
ings have been replaced in recent years by the letter grades
in use throughout the public schools of the state.

Fxaminations -- For meny years it was customary for
the superintendent to conduct four general examinations each
year, each examination lasting several days. Then, when
George S. Wllson assumed the superintendency, he expressed
the bellef that the strain and stress caused by thls prac-
tice did not permit a falr showing of the pupils accomplish-
ments, and he virtually eliminated examinations. Under
Superintendent Lambert, six-weeks tests, with no final ex-

aminations, are given.
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Relation to Other Schools
The only school with which the Indiana School for
the Blind has any direct relationship is the School for
the Deaf, and that only inasmuch as they are governed by
the same state laws. It has the same academic requlire-
ments as the public schools of the state but it 1s not

under a common administrative agency.

Administrative Standards

Entrance Requlrements:-- Aside from the fact that

the minimum age, originally set at nine years, was lowered
to gix in 1891, and subsequently raised again to seven years
at the present time, the entrance requirements for the Indiana
School for the Blind have remalpned the same through 1ts en-
tire history. First, the chlild must be blind. Thils term has
undergone some clarification. In the early years, the school
classified as blind any person whose sight was limlited to the
extent that he cecould not do the work of the publlc schools.
Now blindness is defined as vision of 20/200 or less in the
better eye with the best correction., Interpreted, this means
that he sees at twenty feet, or less, what is normelly seen
at two hundred feet.

The prospective pupil must be of sound mind, free
from infectious disease, and be of good moral character. He

must be under twenty-one years of age. An application 18 then
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executed in the name of a parent or guardien having legal
control over the person of the one seeking admlssion. The
application contains questions relative to the degree, dura-
tion, and cause of the child's blindness, his health, ability
to care for himself, previous schooling, if any, moral and
mental status, previous treatment of his eyes with the names
of attending physliclans, the occupation and religiom of the
parents, peculiaritlies of sight, hearing, or memtallty of
other members of the same family relatlion of parents before
marrliage, name, age, sex, and race of applicant, and other
information pertinent to the case. This 18 accompanied by an
affidavit and a certificate which the law speciflies must be
executed before a Justice of the Peace and which fixes lsgal
reaidence 1n the State of Indlana.

Pupils coming to the school are required to bring
cortain personal suppllies. These have necessarily varled
through the years as customs and menner of dress have changed.
Present requlirements, however, are typical. Each boy 1s asked
to have: +two hats or caps, two suits of clothes, two extra
pair of trousers, four palrs of stockings, four shirts, or
ons 1ight and slx ocolored walsts, two sults of winter and two
of summer underwear, two pairs of pajamas, a palr of gymmasium
shoes, two palrs of street shoes, slx handkerchiefs, suspendsers,
or belts, toothbrush, clothes brush, hair brush and comb,

toothpaste, and wash c¢loths.
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A girl must bring four wash dresses, a Sunday dress,
four suits of summer and three of winter underwear, four
palrs of pejamas, three wash slips, six pairs of stockings,
six handkerchiefs, a summer coat, a winter coat, a sweater,

a summer hat and a winter hat, a pair of gymnasium shoes,
two pairs of street shoes, a bath robe and bedroom slippers,
tooth brush and paste, comb and brush, clothes brush, and
wash cloths. All students are asked to have enough money
for incidental personal expenses, such as barber work, or
amusements, candy, and the like.

Graduation: Reguirements for graduation have passed
through an evolution process. In the very early years of the
school, a student who finished creditably what he came to
the school to do, whether it be learning a trade or to read,
and whether it took hlm one year or ten, was given a diploma
and classed as a graduate. Later, it meant completion of the
five, or six-grade course of study with a "work certificate®
given to those doing work only in the lndustrial department.
Still later, after Superintendent Wilson had reorganized the
school in 1899, a student was required to complete the eight-
year elementary course, choose one department of his greatest
Interest and earn forty credits of high school work in order
to be graduated.

Superintendent Lambert has further amended this in that

a pupil 18 required to meet the state requirement of sixteen
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unlts of high school work with two majors and two minors

elected from any of the departments.

Per Capita Cost

Several factors must be kept in mind, if per caplta
cost flgures are to be intelligently interpreted. They rise
with national living costs and wages 1n the period 1mme-
diately following each military confllet, 1.e., the 1869-1875
perlod, and those anteceedling each world war. The downward
trend which might have been expected furling the depresslion
of the 1930's was overbalanced by an expansion program and
the extenslion of the school year to nline months imn 1933. The
sharpest lnorease has come wlthin the past three years, dur-
ing which brief space the per capite cost has virtually
doubled itself. Whether such a degree of variance 1s entirely

Jjustified could be determined only by a study in economie

comparisons.
TABLE I
PER CAPITA COSTS
Year Per capite Year Per capita
cost cost

1847 o« o o+ s 248.16 1g53, . . . . 232.50
1848-0 - - - - - - 237.15 1854. - » - » 181.53
18490 [ ] L ] - L] L 3 L] 197.55 1855I - - - [ ] 227.52
1850, + &« ¢ o ¢ & 132.06 1856. . « . . 316.41
1851. + + ¢ + o 144.30 1857. & o« « 279.33
1852. - - - . [ 3 - 26 7 L] 29 1858. - - 3 - 231 - 01
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TABLE I (Continued)

Year Per capita Year Per Capita
coSst ¢cost
1859, . . « + +. +» R76.53 1898, +« « « . .192.80
1860, . « « « «. . 258.43 1899. . . . .« .205.68
1861. . « « « « « 233.94 1900. . +« . . .195.51
1862. « » ¢ o« » «» 201.70 1901, . . . + .204.086
1863. s 8 = % * = 210.29 1902. e = s = .220.07
1864, . . . . . . £01.10 1903, v v « o .243.35
1865, + . . . . « 269,02 1904. « . « « .231.33
1866. . » . « . » 277.83 1905. . . . . .231.45
1867. « « «+ « « « 274,98 1906. « « . . .246.82
1868s « ¢ « « « » 262.51 1907, &« « . . .230.54
1869. .« ® ® & ¢ » 467.10 1908‘ e = s » .254.62
1870, + &+ 2 &« &« o« 338.73 1909, . « o « .296.59
1871, = ¢« « + « o 303.86 1910. . . . . .254.58
1872, ¢ ¢« ¢« + &« » 307,09 1911. . . . . .260.65
1873, ¢ ¢ &« &« o« » 378.98 1912, . . . . .276.29
1874. » - [] - - - 558.36 1913. - ] - - .278059
18750 - - - - - - 294.68 1914‘ - - - - .505.66
1876. « + « « « » 295.58 1915. . . . . .293.69
1877. =+ v+ o « « «» 202,80 1916. . . . . .296.10
1878, &+ v+ &« + + o 268.41 1917. .+ « . . .320.25
18790 [ ] - - - [ ] » 213.88 1918. - - L] L} .597.80
lBBOo L ] » » - - 226.61 lglg. - - - - l418089
1881, . « «. « « « 248.90 1920, . + .+ . .384.35
18820 - - - - » - 204.10 1921' - - - . 0442-45
1883, &« ¢ o« « « « 239,02 1822, . . . . .428.80
1884, . ¢« « + . +«» 207,66 1923. . . . . .400.80
1%5- » » L] - - - 211.25 19240 - - - . 0450066
1886u - » - - - L] 199.14 1925' » - - - .4:30.84
1887. ¢« ¢« ¢« » « « 213.20 1926. . . . . .446.35
1888, + ¢« « « « o 187.61 1827. . . + « .450.33
1889, . . . « « « £208.35 1928, . . . . .453.13
1890- - L] - - » L ) 235.68 1929' - - - - 0426.22
1891, « & « + « « 200.23 1830, &« &« + o .411.83
1892, &« ¢ ¢« « « « £17.51 1931. . . . . .419.08
1893, &« &« + « « « £25,93 1932, + & « . .411.91
1894, . . . . . . 217.98 1933. . . . . .307.55
1895. - - - - L] L ] 267.76 19340 - - - - ¢415.87
1896, . » + «» . +» 230.81 19356, . . . . .400.58
1897, 4 & 4 & « « 191,42 1936. . . . . .486.89
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TABLE I (Continued)

Year Per oaplta Year Per Capita
cost Cost
1937 o o & & o 544,99 1943. « « &« «» o 599.29
1938. - - - - L ] 56 7.81 1944. L] - - L] - 691.76
1959. L ] - [ ) L ] L ] 524. 48 1945. L] - L ] L ] - 724.32
1940. » [ ] L] - L] 510. 66 1946. L] - L] - - 967.67
19410 L] - - - [ ] 56 7. 28 1947. - - L] L] 01025.99
1942. [ ] L L ] L ] » 661. 28 1948. L] » L] - 01408.83
Summary

The Indiana School for the Blind has been administered
gince its begloming 1n 1847 under a series of laws passed by
the Ind iane General Assembly and through the agencies of a
board of trustees and a superintendent chosen by them. All
expenses except tramsportation costs and incidental personal
expenditures are bourne by the state, appropriations being
made to meet annual budgets submitted by the trustees.

Soehool records consist of application forms for each
puplil which supply data concerning his age, sex, race, place
of birth, county of residence, name and address of parsnt or
guardian, cause, degree, and age at onset of blindness. An
examining opthamologist®s report is filed with the applica-
tion. Grades are recorded and kept on permanent record cards

sinee 1935,
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For the first fifty years of the school's history,
four long and tedlous examinatlons were held each year.
Belisving that thls caused stress that resulted 1n unfair
results, Superintendent George S. Wilson almost entirely
eliminated exeminations. At the present tlme, puplls take
8ix week tests,

Beginning as a virtually ungraded school, 1t was
organized into five divisions in 1889, and later into six.
Since 1899, there have been the eight elementary grades and
the four years of high school. While they are now closely
intergrated and all placed on the same scholastle level, the
8chool retalns its three original departments, the academiec,
the music, and the vocatlional.

In recent years, vacatlons have been adapted to cor-~
respond with those enjoyed by public school pupils, with the
privilege of week-end vislts., Orlginal plans called for
only a summer holiday. The school term, set by the trustees,
started with an October to July plan and saw several changes
before the present one to a nlne-month sesslon from early
September until the end of May.

Entrance requirements have remalned the same through-
out the history of the school: the child must be blind (with
best corrected vision less than 20/200 in present interpre-

tation), he must be a legal resident of the State of Indiana,
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he must be free of communicable disease, and of educable
mentality. Since 1899, definite standards for graduation
have been set in terms of speoified courses and credits to
be earned.

The only school to whioh this institution bears any
direot relationship is the Indiana School for the Deaf and
that simply by virtue of their operating under identical
laws,

The per capita cosgt which fluotuated hetween one and
five mundred dollars rose above that maximum in 1937, and
leaped from $599.29 in 1943 to $1,408.83 in 1948.


http:tl,406.83

CHAPTER V

PROGRAM OF STUDIES
While there have always been varying degrees of
correlation between the departments of the school, and at
the present time, this integration 1is extended throughout
the entire course of study, the Literary (Academic), the
Music, and the Industrial (Vocational) Departments are
three complete units and must be considered as such with

regard. to their curricular development.

The Academic Department

Like the other two, this department has existed
8ince the organization of the school in 1847. Its course
of study has undergone four major renovations, in 1880,
1892, 1899, and 1934 with lesser adaptations constantly
belng made.

During the first thirty-three years of the school,
all puplls studled virtually the same subjects. In 1847,
these included readlng, writing, spelling, arithmetlc and
algebra (on alternate days) and geography. By the follow-
ing year, definitions had been added to the readipng, and
the curriculum enlarged to include a study of rhetoric and

composition, geometry, chemistry, and hlstory, as well as

112
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daily lectures on natural theology, moral and mental phi-
losophy, the elements of anatomy and physiology, and
natural science. The literary subjJeots usually occupied
the foremoon hours, with the reading course supplanted by
reading aloud to the pupils during the evening. There was,
apparently, no planned progression, but rather the inten-
tion that each student become &s proficlent in the funda-
mentals and acquire as much of the cultural as his mental
capacity, hls diligence, and the length of hls stay would
permit.

In 1880, when the school was graded into five
"divisions™, a definite course of study became more evident:

Fifth Divieion- the alphabet in raised letters, read-
ing in the primer, first, and second readers, combinations
of numbers, spelling, and obJect lessons.

Fourth Division: Reading, spelling, arithmetic to

fractions, object lessons, geography, memorizing.

Third Division: Reading, spelling, memorizing, inter-

mediate geography, apd arithmetiec.

Second Division: Completion of arithmetic, algebra,

zoology, history, Epnglish grammar, English literature, memo-

rizing, and writing.

First Division: Chemistry, geology, mental philosophy,

political economy, astronomy, trigonometry, and international

law,
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By the time the revision came in 1892, the school
consisted of six grades, each of which covered a two-year
period. As the course of study was outlined under this
plan 1t Included: |
First Grade:

Language - Attentlon to sentence structure,
enlargement of vocabulary, discussion
of objects.

Aritimetic -~ Development of concépts of numbers
to fifty. Use of concrete objects,
simple fractions,

Readlng - Polnt alphabet, reading 1n first,

gecond and third Polnt Readers.

Spelllng - Words used 1n readers and recltations.

Miscellaneous - Memorlzing, studylng of objects,
conduct, and treatment of playmates.

Kipndergarten Work -~ Modeling, use of sclssors and
knife, and study of objects.

Second Grade:

Language ~ Same as for flrst grade.

Arithmetlc - The four fundamental processes,
fractions, factoring, denominate
numbers, decimal fractions.

Reading - Fourth end filfth Point Readers.
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Spelling - Words used in lessons. Definitions.
Writing - Seript and point.
Miscellaneous - Memorizing, object lessons pri-
mary lessons from zoology, botany,

physiology, and geography.
Third Grade:

Language - Exercises In correct ussage.

Arithmetic - Continuation of second grade work,
percentags.

Reading - Continuation of lessons 1n Point.

Spelling - Same as for lower grades.

Geography -~ Complete elementary book.

Writing - Seript and Point.

Miscellaneous - Stories from history, memorizing,

IWAnDers.

Fourth Grade:

Language - Exercises ln sentence building.

Arithmetic - Review, including proportion, longi-~
tuds, time, percentage with applice-
tions.

Readling - Contlinuation of the point system.

VWriting - Seript and point.

Geogrephy - Intermedliate book.

Miscellaneous - Memorizing, American authors,

American history.
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Fifth Urade:

Language - Parsing, analysls, etymology.
Arithmetic - Involution, evolution, measurements.
Algebra - Beginning.
Physicel geography - one year.
United States history and goverument.
Physiology
Writing and rhetorlc
Sixth Grade:
Mathematics ~ Algebra d&nd one term of geometry.
English literature
Physios
General history
Psychology
When George S. Wilson became superintendent, he re-
organized the school along the same lines as the publlc
schools and planned an elementary course of study and omne for
the high school. All pupils followed the same program in the
academic subjJects t hrough the elghth grade. The course of
study developed in 1899 was:
First Grade:

Readlng - The New York Polnt alphebet by groups of
letters similar in form. Groups of words

similar in sound and form selected from
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the first reader. Completion of primer
and first reader with supplementary work.

Spelling - Oral spelling of all words in the first

reader. Syllebication.

Writing - Small letters. JSentences begun,

Arithmetic - Numbers one to ten, each as & whole

and relations within the number. Sub-
tractlon.

Fractions. Drill in repid combinations.

Language - Correction of errors in puplls speech
with special stress on & - an, is - are,
was - were. All answers were required
to be complete sentences.

Geography - Seven Little Sisters.

Form - Plane and solid forms.
Memorizing of simple seleotions.
General lessons on familiar enimasls, parts of the

body, and health.

Second Grade:

Reading - Point second and third readers and
Appleton's first completed with supple~
mentary work.

Spelling - Oral and written spelling of all words

found in readers.
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Writing - Polint writing of small and capital
letters. Sentence work.

Arithmetic - Numbers 10 to 50. Simple problems.
Romsn numerals. Rapid drill.

Language - Continuatlion of grade one, with forms
of verbs, nouns, and pronouns., Forms of
Sentences. Practice in chenging from
one form to another. Letter writing.

Gaography - Fach apnd All

Form - Modelling in solld form and of objects re-

lated in form. Designs in plane form.

Memorizing continued.

General lessons on animasls and on common articles

of food.

Third Grade

Reading - Polnt fourth reader and Appleton's second
wlth supplementary work.
Spelling - Orael and written. All new words found
in readers. Definltlions and syllabicaticn.
Arithmetie - Review. Original problems. White's
Elementary Arithmetic, part one.
Language - Sentence work. Singular and plural of
verbs. Punoctuation marks and abbreviations.

Writing - Copying of memory gems. Letter writing.
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Third Grade:; (Con'd.)

Geography - The World end Its People, No. 3

Memorizing continued
General lessons on the humen body, plant
and animal 1ife.
Fourth Grade:
Reading - Point fifth and sixth readers. Appleton's
thlrd with supplementary work.
Spelling - As in the third grade.
Elementary Arithmetic Part IT

Language - Sentence work continued. Subjects and pre-
dlecates. Plurels and possesslives of nouns.
Principal parts of verbs in general use.
Slmple composition. Letters.

Writing - Same as In the third grade.

Geography - Brooks and Brook Basing

Memorlzation
General lessons - Elaboration on those of third grade.
Fifth Grade: '
Reading - Polnt seventh reader., Appleton's fourth with
supplementary work.
Spelling - Same as formerly.
Arithmetic - White's, part III, to Denominate Numbers.

Language - Reed and Kellogg's Graded lessons in English

to lesson 71.
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Fifth Grade: (Con'd.)}
Writing - As indicated by the teacher.

Geography - Elementary Geography, Indiana Educetion

Series to South Americe. The part on the
United States to be studled with dissected
MADS.

History - Stories of Our Country.

Sixth Grade:
Reading - Point eighth reader. Appleton's fifth with
supplementary work,
Spelling - Same,
Aritmetic -~ Completion of text.
Language - Text from lesson 71 to 156.
Writing - Same.
Geography - Same text South America, Asia and Africe
in general, and Furope with dissected maps.

History - From Colony to Commonwealth.
Seventh Grade:

Arithmetic - White's Complete Arithmetic from fractlions

to Interest.

Grammar - Reed and Kellogg Higher Lessons in English,

lessons 10 to 85.
Geography - Complete Geography, Indians Series. South
Amerlca end Asia with dissected maps. Re-

view United States.
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History - Eggleston's History of the United States

Read to the class,
Spelling continued with other subjJects.
Righth Grade:
Arithmetic - Same text, Interest to Appendix.
Grammar - Lessons 85 to 139.

History - Barnes' History of the United States, The

Revolut 1lonary War.
For those students who elected to follow the literary
course through the high school, au additional four-year course
was outlined:
Ninth Year:
Composition - School English.
History - Barnes, compleéed.
Algebra -~ Peck’s ebra to chapter six, supplemented
with other texts.
Tenth Year:
Composition -~ Resdlng, analysis, and review.
Physiology
Algebra - chapters six to temn.

Eleventh Year

English - A brief history of the development of English
literature and a study of Shakespeare to the
present.

Geometry - Wells Riements of Geometry, Book IV
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History - Swinton's Outlines to the Feudal System,

Twelfth Year:

English - A history of American literature, particularly

nineteenth century literature.

Geometry - Completior of the text.

Civil Govermment.

General History.

With occasional changes in texts and subject combinations,
the course remained much the same until 1934, when Robert
Lambert again revised the curriculum, This revision, with
minor adaptations emphasize the changes in educational phi-
losophy, not only of the school, but the whole field of educa-
tion. The elementary course of study follows thls general plan:

First grade:

Reading - Reading readiness program with lessons based
upon the child's experiences., They become the basis fof their
expresgion, and interpretation. Class composition end peg
board lessons (Fig. 23) are introduced. Reading is presented
as a thought getting process. The c¢hild masters vocabulary and
makes the connection between the symbols end the thought.
Phrasing is stressed, rather than the calling of words. Skill
developed in finding answers to thought questions. Pre-primer
and first readers are used which are either the same texts, or

comparable to those in use in the public schools.
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Figure 23.
Learning the Bralille System with pegboards. {1947)

First Grade: (Con'd.)
Spelling - Selected from reading lessons.
Braille writing.
Arithmetic - Number work designed to acquaint the child
with conception of numbers, begioning with the number con-
cepta he already has and carrying forward as they relate to
his everyday experiences.
Social studies: Problems from home, neighborhood and
community 1ife In other tlmes and places.
Hendwork - Sewlng cards, modeling, weaving, project work.
Nature study - Birds, animals, flowers, trees.
Reereation games.

(Pig. 24, 25, 26.)



Figure 24
First grade class (1904)

Figure 25.
Beginners' class in writing (1947).
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Figure 26.
First graders pleying store.

Grade Two:
Reading - Such books as New Friends (Lewls, Rowland, and
Gehres), the Alice end Jerry books, Second
Reader (0'Donnell and Carey). Many supplemen-
tary stories.

Aritmmetic - A Child's Book of Numbers (Stone) with supple-

mentary problems.

Braille writing - Uictation exercises to secure speed and
ascuracy.

Spelling - Words from reading, soclal studles and everyday
activities.

Language - Oral expression with an introduction to written
expression.

Hapdwork -~ Construction, weaving, sewing, modeling.
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Grade Two: (Cont'd.}
Health educatlion and recreational games.
Soclal studies - Nature study and units 1n stats course,
of study.
Third Grade:
Reading - Child's World and supplementary material.
Spelling - Graded School Speller (Spaulding and Miller)..
Phonics. Definitions of words. My Word Book, Book I.
Aritmetic - Review of rapld combinations. Subtraction.

Unit Mastery Primary Arithmetic with supplementary

problems,

Language - Guide Book for Language, Book I.

Writing - Copying of selections read by the teacher,
written work 1n other subjects, letter writing.

Geography - OQur Neighbors Near and Far, Book I.

Memorizing of suitaeble material from books, papers, eto.
General lessons on the human body, plant and animel life.

Keeping Strong (Charters, Smedley, and Strang)

Fourth Grade:

Reading - Child's World Fourth Reader with supplementary

material,

Spelling - Graded School Speller, Book II. New words en-
countered in other work. My Word Book, Book IT.

Arithmetlc ~ Same text, vol. 7 - 1Z,

Language - Books for Language, Book I.
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Fourth Grade: {Con’d.)
Writing - General plan contilnued.
Geography - Qur Home State and Continent, Book II.

History - Flnders snd Founders of the New Worlg.

Memorizing.
General Lessons elaborated.
Fifth Grade:

Reading - Beacon's Fifth Reader New Silent Reader,Book V.

Spellirg - Horn - Ashbaugh Progressive Speller,pp.l-24.

Arithmetic - Upit Mastery Arithmetic {Intermediate)
Lenguage - Language Ways (Parkmen - Shepherd) pp. 1-246.
¥riting - Dictation exerclses.

Geography - Our Home State and Continent (Brigham and

McFarlane) Bk. II, Vol. II-III.

History - American Leaders and Heroes (Gordy)

Sixth Grade:

Reading - Flson's Reader, Bk. VI New Silent Reader, Bk.I,

and supplementary material.

Spelling -~ Progressive Speller, pp. 25-58.

Languege - Language Ways, pp. 276-570.
writing ~ Dictation exercises.
Geography -~ OQur Home State and Contipent, Bi. IT, Vol. IV

Bk, III, Vol. I - II.

History -~ How Our Civilization Began (Kelly)
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Seventh Grade:

Arithmetic, geography, typewrlting, gremmaer, reading,
Music¢, home economics, or Industrial arts.
Elghth Grade:
Arithmetioc, English, American History, Phisiology, type-

writing, and musle, home ecomomices, or lndustrial arts.

The high school course a8 reorganized by Mr. Lambert
requlres sixteen uanits for graduation, a unit interpreted as
one year's work of one recitatlon deaily, five days sach week,
with necessary prepareation. Nine of these sixteen units are
prescribed:

English, 3 units.

Mathematlies, 1 unit.

Soclal science, 2 units (citlzenship, 1 unit, and

United States history and government, 1 unit)

Naturel sclence, 1 unit.

Physical educatlon and health - each year.

Electlves, 9 units:

Any English work not yet taken.

Any mathematlos courses not yet taken.

General science, physics, or biology.

American history, European history, civiecs, sociology,

or sconomics.
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Electives, 9 units, {Con'd.)
Music: voice, piano, organ, wind and string instru-
ments.
Industrial arts: canning, broom-making, wood shop,
planc tuning.
Home economics: sewlng, cooking, basketry.
Electives are to be chosen so that each pupil will
have completed for graduation two majors (3 units each) and two

minors (2 units each).

Musgic Department

While the study of music was introduced as soon as
the school was organized and mention is made of the purchase
of various Instruments and the development of an orchestra,
there is no record of a prescribed course of study in this
department until Superlintendent Wilson set up his staendards
In 1899, Then, as the pupil elected to make music his special-
ized course as he entered the high school, he also chose which
phase of muslic would occupy his attention and followed the
plan worked out in his department.

A cholce of plano, volce, orgen or violln was reguired
each year, a8 were theory and chorus in the ninth and tenth
years, history and chorus 1n the eleventh, and normal work and
* chorus In the twelfth year. Recital and chapel work were re-—

qulsltes throughout the four years, with a graduation recital.
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Not all, or even a majJorlty of the school's puplls were ad-
mitted to the music department, since the superintendent
felt that it would operate more effectively if it were not
burdened with those who lacked Interest or talent., Indivi-
dual lessons were avallable to those elementary puplls who
showed an aptitude for them, and all took chorus work, unless
they were utterly unaeble to sing. Electivesa in the high school
course were chosen from plano, saxephone, voice, flute, orgen,
clarinet, violin, or horm, with the opportunity for an elective
each year in the literary or industrial department. AsS in the
other departments, forty oredits were required for graduation,
8 credit consisting of one-half year's work with the necessary
preparation. Flve years' piano study preceeded work on the
organ.

Under the present system, public school music and
chorus are taught throughout the school, with a pupll privi-
leged to begln private instrumental lessons after the second
year. If the department approves a pupil, he may also study
volce and organ in the elementary grades. In the high school,
the music may constitute a msjor, a minof, or a simple elective.

A pupil is not permitted more than four music lessons
each week, and these in not more than two subjects, until pro-
.vision has been made within the department for all pupils

eligible for music courses. A student is not permitted to
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take a new subject unless his grades in ocourses already
taken warreat it. Two years' plano study are now prere-
quisite for organ study.
It is the expressed purpose of the music department
to provide the especlally talented pupii wlth a profession or
a means of livelihood, and to provide an aid to culture, re-

finement, and music appreciation. (Flg. 27, 28.)

Vocatlional Department

Until 1891, the Industrial Department was operated
on the master workman-apprentice basls, Under this arrange-
ment, the teacher did not receive a salary, but received the
profits of the workshop. He gave instruction 1n the various
trades 1n return for the services of the pupils. While thils
began ausploiously enough and was highly commended by the
superintendents In the earller years as a novel apnd satis-
factory arrangement, in time it became apparent that the in-
structors (uaderstapndably enough, perhaps) favored those
puplls who were capable of produoing salable merchandise with
the minimum of instruction, and neglected the ones who were
slower or less adept. The situatlon became c¢critical enough
by 1831 to prompt legislative actlon. Since that time, 1n-
dustriael teachers have been hired on the Same basis as those
in the other departments.

The boys' work shop began in 1847 with brush and

basket making. The followlng year, they dld some camnlng and
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made some mattresses, door mats, and coarse carpeting. Al-
though reports from other schools had indicated that broom
making was a trade particularly adapted tc blind persons,
officials at the Indlena school were not able to introduce it
untll 1849, since the brocom ocorn crops had been heavily deam-
aged by rain during the two previous summers. In 1849, too,
weaving was introduced. Plano tuning was introduced in 1878,
and telegraphy was taught to both boys and girls for a perlod
followlng 1891, Wool} was introduced 1n 1904 and contlnued as
a separate department untll 194Z2.

When the girls® work shop was started in 1847, plain
Sewing, knitting, and fancy bead work were taught. By 1856,
the bead work was predominating to an extent that caused the
superintendent oconcern. He expressed the belief that thls
type of work was marketable only because of phe novelty and
that thls was fast wearing off. He emphaslzed his statement
by offering a prize for the best palr of socks. This 1lncen-~
tive appears to have started a more practical trend. During
the year 1858 - 1859, in eddition to the faney work, the
girls made palm leaf hats, e dozen sheets, forty pillow cases,
twenty-five skirts, forty-five towels, ten window curtains,
thirty aprons, twelve tablecloths, and forty napkins. For
many years thereafter they continued to make the linens used

at the school.
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This department was changed in 1937 from the girls*®
work shop to the home economics department. Girls may elect
it as a major, mlnor, or elective, as the boys may industrial
arts. Under the Wilson plan, the student worked two hours
each day in the tuning room, the boys' workshop, or the girls!’
workshop, as the case might be, devoting the other three hours
to electives 1n literary or muslcal subjects.

While specialized training comes 1n the high school,
ingtruction in these manual arts starts In the elementary
division, even as early as the primary grades, with basketry,
simple weaving, sewing, and caning. (Fig. 29, 30, 31).

Menufactured articles by both boys and glirls durlng

the year 1927 - 1928 present a typlcal 1ist:l
HousSe DIrOOMS + « o ¢ o o = = o « =« « = = o« 401
Warehouse Brooms8 . 4+ v & « = s + « » « o » 1l
TOY DToOmMS o 4 o + o« o« o » 2 » s s o o o & 3
Wing brushes « « « « o« = ¢ = ¢ 2 = = ¢ = @ 3
WhiSk brooms - - - - L] -* - [ ] » - - » - L d - 10
MODB, flOOTe o o o o o o = s « o o « « o «» O4
Ch&irs caned » L 3 - - L} L] - L] - L ] - L ] - [ ] 227
Sloyd work, pieces s s o s n o a s s s e = s 40
Sweaters, knitted s s = s = s e s e e s s 3
Baby Jac]fets * &« & = @ « + ® & s » & = @ (5]
Miscellaneous knitted and crocheted work,
Pleces . & ¢ v ¢ 4 o o o o o o+ o« o » o 226
Mats L] L ] L ] L] * - LJ - - - L] L] L] L ] - - L] - - 128
Loom work, pPleces . « o ¢ o ¢ o o « » « « 11

1E1ghty-second Annual Report of the Board of Trustees

and Superintendent of the Indiana School for the Blind, W. B.
Burford Co., Indlanepolis - 1929; p. 25.
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Flgure 29.
Learnlng to ldentify objects by touch

Flgure 30
Girls crocheting and weaving.
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Figure 31.
Primary boys learning
(Indiasnapolis Star
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Summary

Since the Indiana School for the Blind wes organized
in 1847, instruction has been offered in academic subjects,
in vocal, instrumentel, and theoretical music, and in various
handerafts and manual arts.

Not until 1880 did a modern concept of a course of
study appear in the academle department when five divisions,
or classes were organized, Previously each pupil had studied
at his own level of attainment, e practice common to many
public schools of the time. This academlc plan was further
renovated in 1892, again in 1899, when the high school was
organized with specified goals for gFaduation, and agaln in
1934 with the required sixteen units in two major and two
minor flelds, with free electives.

The highly speclialized muslc department, which has
as its aim the training of those puplls capable of earning a
livellihood with music, is open to children from the primary
grades on. Public school music and 1ndividual lessons de~
termine the ablility of a pupll and the advisabllity of his
speclalizing in music. It may be chosen as a major, minor,
or simply an elective, in the high school.

The Boys' work shop, started on an apprentice basis,

was converted to regular school status in 1891, when ex-
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perlence showed the master workmem to be favorling the ex-
pert, productive students., Broom-making, canning,making of
mops, wood working, and pieno tuning have been the prinecipal
media of instruction.

Begun as a workshop which taught sewling, knlitting,
crocheting, basketry, and weaving, the girls' industrial
department has been enlarged into a modern home economiea
department.

In its present status, the program of studies differs
from that of publie school of the state only In 1ts wider
scope iIn the music and vocational departments, and its more

positive emphasis on vocational training.



CHAPTER VI
FACULTY, METHODS, AND EDUCATIONAL THEORIES

The Teachers

During the one hundred and two school terms con-
gldered in thls study, a total of 198 teachers have been
employed, 55 men and 143 women. In order to present the
meager data now avallable about these individuals, they
are evaluated wlthin the department in whioh the teaocher
gserved., In the few cases when a teacher 18 known to have
taught in more than one department, or bhas been trans-
ferred from one to another, he ls congldered wlth the de-
partment ln which the more time was spent.

Academic Department - In the Academic (literary)

Department, there have been 110 teachers. Of this number,
26, 23.1%, have been men, and 84 (76.4%) have been women.
Five of these women, and 17 of the men have, at least durilng
part of their stay, aoted as prinolpal of thelr department.
0f the 26 men, elght or 30.8% left the gchool at the

end of one year, and only six or 26% of those no longer in

139
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in the employ of the school remained more than five years,
Three of these taught in the school for six years, two for
eight, and one for nine. At the time of this writing, the
three men in the Academic Department have tenures of one, five
and fourteen years.

Twenty-four women, or 28.6% left at the end of one
vear while 20 of those leaving (25.6%) remained longer than
five years. However,ol those t wenty, several saw notably
long service, since one taught seven, two eight, two nine,
three 12, three 15, and one each 30, 36, 37, and 41 years.
Two of the women in this department at the time of this study
hed been with the school six years. The other four had
tenures of two, nine, 11 and 36 years, respectively.

Altogether, these 110 individuals represent 565 man-
years of teaching, 104 for the men, and 461 for the women,
the former averaging four years each, the latter five and

one half years.

Musgic Department - There has been a total of 38

teachers in the Music Department, 10 men and 26 women. For
this study, the teachers of tuning are classified with the
vocational, rather then with the Music Department, although
for several years after its introduction they were classi-
fied in the latter.

Only one man in this department left after only one

year., Four remained longer than five years, and two of the
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four were with the school 31 and 47 years, respectively.
There were no male members of this department at the time
this study was mede.

An equal number of women, seven (26.9%), left at
the end of the first year and remalned longer than flve
years. The latter group were in the department terms of
8, 12, 13, 15, 17, 22, and 32 years. The three women now
employed 1n the Music Department have been with the school
two, slx and nine years each.

Two hundred and forty-flve man years have been
taught 1n this department, 112 by the men, 133 by the women.
The men have averaged 11l.2 years, and the women, 5.1 years.

Vocatlonal Department - The Vocatlonal Department,
variously referred to as the Industrial or Work Department,
has had a total of 52 teachers, 19 male and 33 female. This
number Includes the teachers of home economics, since it 1s
a continuation of the Glirls*' Workshop, although it 1s not at
the present so classlifled.

Only three of the 19 men (15.8%) left after one year,
while 10, or 52.6%, remained longer than flve years. Two
were 1n the department six years, two 10, and one each seven,
11, 15, 19, 35, and 54 years. The two men now in the depart-

ment have served four and 29 years,
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On the other hand, fifteen of the women, or 45.5%, left
after one term or less, while only four of those no longer |
employed, 12%4%, had stayed for more than filve years. They had
taught in the department for perlods of six, 10, 12, and 33
years. During the school year 1946 - 1947, the wife of the
superintendent filled an unexpired term ln the Home Economios
Department, and the followling year a newly~hired teacher of ;
the same subjeot resigned after a few months. The woman now
in this department has been wlth the school less than one year.

Altogether, the teachers of this department bave
taught 339 men-~yearsg. The man taught 224 of these, averaging
11.8, end the women 115, averaglng 3.5.

In all the one hundred and two sohool years sinoe the
founding of the Indiana School for the Blind, the 199 teachers
have taught & total of 1,154 man-years, the women 714, the men,
440, The 55 men have an average tenure of elght years, the
144 women an average of 4.9 years.

Unfortunately, data is not preserved whioh would make
a study of teacher-preparation possible. However, at the .;:
present, teachers at the School for the Blind are required to E
meet the same requirements and hold the same liocensea aQﬁ-ro
teachers in the publlic schools of the state. Exgeptions are
made only in those cases where a speciflo skill is belng -
taught, as in the cases of instrumental music, -or an indus-
trial sklll.
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To attempt to deal with each of these 199 teachers
blographically would be as imposaible as it would be con-
fusing. Yet a history of the Indiana Sohool for the Blind
disregarding individuals 1s equally out of the question.
In order to make a selection of a few personalities, a selec-
tlon at once representative and unbiased, the writer has
ohogen to take the thirteen teachers who were assoclated with
the sohool for periods of longer than twenty years.

Robert A. Newland began teeching in the music Depart-

ment in 1866, when he was elghteen years old. Two years
later, he was named principal of the department, a post he
held until his death imn 1897.

He was born in Dunlapsville, Union County, February
26, 1848 and made hls home there untii he went to Indlanapolils
in 1860 to enter the Indiana School for the Blind after in-
flamati on and improper care had left him partiaelly blind. He
came from a famlily every member of which played some musical
instrument. ©Superintendent Churohman recognized unusual
ability in Robert and gave him encouragement. ILater he sent
the boy to study under Dr. Howe at the Institute for the
Blind in Bostom where he studied piano, organ, cornet, and
other band instruments.

Most of the anecdotes related to his life have some-

thing to do with music. When he was about eight years old,
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his ardently Demooratioc family took him with a Unlon County
delegation to & rally in Indianapolis where Stephen A.
Douglas was the speaker. The boy Robert marched with the
parade and played a fife. When the ohild was unable to keep
up with the marohers, a neighbor took him on his shoulders
and carried him about the town for three hours. Mr. Newland
often sald that was his flrst "appearance” in Indlanapolis.

He was still too young for the army when talk of
¢ivil war began, but his northern patriotlsm knew no bounds.
On one occasion, hls music¢ and Benjamin Harrison's speech
ralsed a complete compaeny of volunteers in a single evening
at Cumberland.

At the age of sixteen, Robert Newland went to the
World's falr in Saint Louis and brought home the world pre-
mium as a flutlst., At the falr 1n Chicago, he delighted 1in
going up and down the midwey, trylng out all of the noise-
makers from all of the countries and meking muslo on every
one of them.

He became & teacher of organ at the Metropolitan
School of Music, now Arthur Jordan Conservatory, and church
organist, first at Roberts Park Methodlst, then at the Second
Presbyterlan Church, and, when the 1lnereaslngly falllng slght
made attendance at the many night meetlngs at the church in-
advisable, at a third churoch.
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Mr. Newland was a recognized composer, Valse Caprioe,
Willaway Polka, and Dew Drop Mazurka being among his better

known ocompositions. He loved to improvise, and to add the
runs and trills that gave sparkle  to sedate muslc. One of
his pastors remonstrated, feeling it a sacorilege to improvise
with the hymns. Newland did not answer him, but, at the next
service, played such an arreay of doleful music that the con-
gregation began leaving the church and the clergyman cried
out for mercy. After that, Mr., Newland played as he chose.
Even hls romance Robert Newland found at the Schéol
for the Blind. Miss Hallie Carpenter taught there, too, and
they were married for twenty-flve years before she died.
Friends sald it was grief over the loas of his wife that
hastened his death the followling year. For many hours he
would sit at the plano, lmprovising and brooding. That was
what he was doing when he suffered the first of three strokes
of apéplexy, dying a few days later on August 21, 1897.
Another member of the faculty in the Music Department,

Adelaide Carmen taught at the school one year in 1883 and re-

turned in 1897 as principal of the department. ©She held that.
position until her retirement in 1930 wlth the exoeption of
two years (1919 - 1921) with a total of thirty-two years ser-—
vice with the school.

Miss Carmen was born at Charleston, Illinols. She

was long active in the musical and club life of Indianapolis,
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becoming president of the Matinee Musicale in 1898 and a
charter member of the Magazine Club. ©She was made an
honorary lirfe member of the National Federation of Music
clubs. About 1830, she retired from active participation
in these organizations and went to live in Tyron, North
Caroljina where she died.

Adelaid Carmen'®s pupils remember her as a majestic
woman, beautifully dressed, who taught appreciation of fine,
cultural things along with their music., She frequently
entertained them in her home. She was ap expert choral di-
rector who knew the secret of developling talent and she did
not hesjitate to present ambitious programs. Her era is still
remembered for the operas it presented.

Bertha Schellschmidt came to the Music Department in
1900 and taught until her death in 1922. She was born 1n
Irndianapolis as a member of a prominent musical femily. Her
father, Adolph, had migrated from Prussia in the early 1850's
with two musical friemds to join a fourth in Indianapolis.
The four rented a small room for practice in a three story
building at the cornmer of East Washington Street and Virginia
Avenue for four dollars a month. Their landlord raised the
rent to five dollars when he found how much ﬁoise they made.
The group played in orchestras for leading theatres of the
day, and it was from the actors that Adolph Schellschmidt
learned English. These musiclans founded the Indiapapolis

Mannechor, the c¢city's oldest musical organization.
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Young Bertha was taught vlolln by her father and
was gent to study in Brussels and Berlln. After her return,
she taught at Westernm College for Women at Oxford, Ohio, ard
later establlshed a studlo ln Indiemapolls with her brother,
Adolph, Jr. Miss Sohellschmlidt was a member of the Harmony
Club, the Matlnee Musicale, and the Women's Clty Club. She
played at many muslcals, partlcularly those glven for charlty.
She died whlle on a visit to Philadelphla 1n May, 1922.

william T, Shannon, who taught in the Muslc Depart-

ment the forty-seven years from 1892 to 1939, was an alumnus
of the school and himself a produot of the department. Dur-
Ing the two years of Mlss Carmen's absence and for four years
following her retirement, he served as princlpal of the Music
Department. He taught plano, organ, and wind lnstruments
both at the school and at the homes of hls puplls. He, llke
Robert Newland, found his romance 1n the school and married
one of the teachers.

During his stay at the school, Mr. Shannon Braillled
a gquantity of musle, thereby affordling the school a far
larger muslc library than it otherwise could have had at
that time.

Four teachers of the academlce Department are remem-
bered for thelr long service and Influence upon the school.

Florence Reynolds taught at the school for thirty-six years,

Mary Catherwood for thirty-seven, Namnle Crampton for. forty-
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one, and Maebel Hauk for twenty-one. The first three taught
in the elementary school, Miss Hauk 1n the secondary division.
While there iz little information avallable regarding the
statistics of thelr lives, thelr former pupils recall their
thoroughness in fundamentals and thelr interest in the pupils.
Miss Crampton stands out in their memorles for her insistance
upon meticulous personal care. Although she was only twenty-
one years old when she first came to the school, she began at
once keeping the little girls after class to teach them per-
sonal hablits of daintiness. ™We didn't like 1t then,™ omne
alumna reported to the writer, "but it has certainly stayed
with us.” Miss Crampton provided social l1life for the students
end insisted upon sociallgraces and personal care.

A £fifth member of the Academlo Department whose work
1s so different that 1t sgets her apart from the others 1s
Iouise Schulmeyer, instructor in physical educatioh. Miss
Schulmeyer 18 a native of Indianapolis. ©She was graduated
from the Emmerich Manual Training High School there and
attended normal schqol. Later she attended the American
Gymnastic Unlon in Milwaukee, completing the two=year course
in one year. She taught for a time and worked as cost clerk
Dean PumpWorks. ©She lost the slght of her left eye.

Since 1911, Miss Schulmeyer has been girls' physical

education instructor at Butler University, and since 1912,
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at the Indiana School for the Blind, where she holds the
unique position of instructor for both boys and girls. At
the time this study was begun, she was starting her thirty-
seventh year in that caepacity, demonstrating her theory
that she can do everything with blind puplls that she can
with sighted ones.

Miss Schulmeyer's other activities have included
teaching at three Parochlasl schools end at the Christemore
Center, serving as athietic advisor for the Girl Scouts, and
as Vistrict Supervisor for the Indlanapolis Park Depart-
rent's summer recreational program.

The faculty member who served the school longest was
B. F. Smith, who taught tuning there 1891 to 1945, a total

of fifty-four years, Born Februery 1, 1967, Mr. Smith was
orphaned before he was two years old. He lost his sight due
to an attack of measles when he was in the fourth grade of
school. He entered the Indiana School for the Elind in 1880
where he was graduated with honors in 1889. So proficlient
was he in the art of pilano tuning that, two years later, the
school engaged him as instructor and to keep the schools many
planos in condition.

On Mey 14, 1942, his fifty years of service were
honored with a special program where both Robert Lambert and

George S, Willson spoke and a seroll wes presented to Mr. Smith.
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Many of his former puplls came from all over the state to
honor him, and he regelved forty congratulatory letters
and telegrams.

Always interested 1n work for the blind, Mr. Smith
was active In the organization of the Indlana Workers for
the Blind and served as 1ts presldent, as d4id Willlam Shannon.

Another alumnus teaching in the Vocatlonal Department

is Frank N. Williems who was gradueted from the school In 1906.

Partiaelly sighted, he worked on his farm, homesteaded a clalm
in Arkanses, and was employed at the Board of Industrial Atd
for the Blind before he started teachling in the boys' work-
shop at the school in 1919. At the time of thils study, Mr.
Willilems had completed twenty-nlne years service.

William Rhoades taught in the Vocational Department
thirty-five years, from 1904 until 1939, With only a gremmer
School education, he developed ebilities as & mechanle and
cabinet maker. During his stay at the school, he taught wood-
working., Always riding a motorcyocle, he became a familiar
figure around the city.

Mr. Rhoades' hobby was the raising of ferms of which
he had a fine collection. As f£equent1y\as he was able, he
visited horticulturlists to gather further information regard-
ing their growth and that of other plant life.

Miss Cara French who took charge of the girls' work-

shop in 1898 and saw it grow into a Domestic Science Depart-
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ment before she left thirty-three years later, also seemed
to have been without any partlicular academic¢ training, but
possessed the rare gift of the born teacher. More than that,
she understood how to teach blind people. Soon after she
came t¢0 the school, she began teachling the younger girls of
twelve and fourteen the use of the sewing machine, a skill
which had formerly been reserved for the high school girls.

Always exacting in her standards, Miss French taught
erocheting, knitting, bead work, basketry, weaving, and sewlng.
The girls did all of the sewing for the institutlion, hemming
the towels, making curtelns, linens, etc. As they progressed
in skill, they were allowed to do pleces of work which de-
manded finer work. They were required to do all of thelr own
mending and darning, all of which training, much of 1t often
enforced agalinst thelr wills, began to reap returns as the
glrls left school and became needlecraft workers.

Mliss French spent her summers learnling new thlngs to
teach as styles and methods changed. After her retlirement,
she went to Battle Ground, north of Lafayette, Indiana,
where she llved with a sister until her death.

Educatlional Theoriles
The three superlntendente who have flgured most pro-
minently 1n the history of the Indlane School for the Blind

have each volced his theorles on education, and, more speci-
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flcally, his conceptions of what education for the blind
should mean.

In his 1866 report to the trustees, Willlam H.
Churchman dwelt at length on the problems of education for
the blind and his proposals for meeting them. He deplored
the segregation of the blind into a glass by themselves,
apart from the rest of the buman family, an outgrowth, he
felt, of bringing them together into separate institutions
for the purpose of training. The results of this concept
were bad, he felt, for the public a8 well as for the blind
themselves. On the one hand, it led to an apology for the I
handicapped, a mistrust of their efforts, and a misconception
of their abilities. On the other band, it made the blind feel

their deficiencies more keenly and encouraged them to retain

pecular habita, Mr. Churchman held that it would be better to
conteract every tendency toward 1solatlon. It was not the
specialized educational system to which he objected, but rather
the setting epert of The Blind into a unit of society. Out-
growths of thils lumping of the blind into a class were unfair
and erroneous; the public attributed the remarkable skills
and talents of a few individuals to all of the group, thereby
arousing unfounded hopes, or else loaded them down with a cate-
gory of 1118 and odditles believed peoullar to the olaas.

In recognition of the real disabllitles associated with
blindness, Mr. Churchman polunted out the other bodily infirmities
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existing, perticularly 1In those cases of congenltal blindness,
and quoted from an unidentified educatar of the blind who had
sald, "The general texture 1s loosge, the flbre 1s minus, while
the lymph 1s plus; there 1Is but little vital force, and con-
sequently llttle energy 1n the performance of the functlons
generally, those of the braln, of course, Included.™ These
physlical weakmnesses, and those found occaslonally among persons
losing thelr sight through illness or injury, stem, not from
the blindness, Mr. Churchman emphaslzed, but have thelr origiln
ln the seme cause from which the blindness resulted. The only l
effect which the blindness 1ltself would have would be the more
direct result of the lack of exerclse and actlvity. As a
corrective measure, Mpr. Churchman recommended a course of
physical educatlon th;£ was as revolutlonary to mid-pilneteenth
century educaetion as 1t was to the trustees upon whom he urged
it.

As to the mental effect of blindness, Mr. Churchman
stated that to suppose the mind can develop to & harmonlous
completeness with one avenue of perceptlion shut off 1s to pre-
sume that the race has heen endowed wlth a useless sense.

While some perceptions can be acquired through other facultles,
others, such as color, llght and shade, and perspectlve camnnot
be recelved other than through slght, eand, without them, the
mind is condltloned accordlngly. He stressed the importance

of the tactual and dlsproved ldea that abstract conceptlons
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cannot be acquired by it. It 1s in quantity of perception
that Mr. Churchmen belleved the mind of the bllnd person to
be lacking. It tekes longer to acqulre kmowledge through
touch, and certeln qualitlies must be lacking altogether. The
aesthetlc tastes suffer. Muslc and poetry are the only flne
arts left to the blind, and much of the descriptions of the
latter 1s without meaning to them. The flguratlive slde of
language, too, is impalred, and there is a tendency toward
sentlmentallty. He dild not overlook the fact that degree of
blindness, the age at which blindness occurred, and indlvidual
temperaments all figured to make each problem pecullar.

Mr. Churchman felt that the moral effects simply need
not exist, He felt that the moral ceode need be no different
for the blind thaen for the sighted, and that morallty was too
deep to be affected by the amoecident of physical blindness.

For all the handicaps that the blind person endured,
thls superintendent belleved him to be in part compensated,
not by speclal favoring in the other senses, as had been the
popular conception, but rather through the developing and
strengthenlng of those other senses through dependence upon
them. Imagination 1s another faculty which i1 nurtured into
greater growth through necessity. The bllnd child acqulres
the whole of a complex ldea, when only a part is avalilable to
him, just as a sciegtist is able to reconstruct the whole of a

specimen of pature, when glven only a fragment. These facts
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should be considered, Mr. Churchman believed, by those whose
task it is to prepare a course of study for blind pupils. |

Other facts which should be bourne in mind by the
curriculum maskers, he felt, are those which pertaln to the
ways by which the blind acquire Information. Distance, space,
proximity of obJects, all are made meaningful to them through
vibrations of the atmosphere upon face and hody, and by the
reverberation of sounds. The volce, préssure of the hand,
breathing, and size will help them recognize other people. The
age, disposition, size, nationality, all have their cue in the
voice. Material, location, slze and relatlon of objeots are
conveyed to the blind individual through sound.

If education were to counteract the undesirable effects
of blindness and prepare the individual to teke his place in
soclety, Mr. Churchman believed that it should conform 1lnsofar
as possible with that of the seeing, and the same megans should
be employed, unless an adaptation was imperative. The appara-
tus for his proposed gymnasium, for example, would be exactly
that of any other school, and he helleved the only difference
lay in the greater need. The need for object teaching, too,
is greater. In physical geography, there is opportunity to
give the child information of which he has been deprived, and
at the same time develop his tactual sense. With the use of

objects, the physical scliences would give concrete knowledge
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and lead away from abstractions. The apparatus would need
little modiflcation. Botany would help to develop the
aesthetic tastes as well as to teach the child to analyze,
compare, and classify. Phllosophy, the superintendent would
add, too. A lack of 1t, he felt, leads to skeptlcism.

Geometry without dlagrems would help the pupils
follow word descriptlons, lmagine relatlonships, and reason.
Music he included as a must both as a means of developlng the
aesthetle, snd offering practicel vocational tralining.

At the close of that report in 1866, William H, Church-
man of fered his orlitieism of education for the blind as the
Indiana Institute and comparable Institutions were presenting
it. For ome thing, a training perlod of five or slx years
could not be expected to overcome a blind chliid's handleap and
send him out into the world to compete on an equal footlng with
the seeing, and, more especlally, not when, in that short period,
he was offered a multliplicity of studles which schools for the
sighted would never think of imposing upon thelr students.
There was a deficienty In a system which left the pupils un-
graded, elther as to age or degree of achlevement, a lack of
texts and equipment, and of drlil and perfection in the skills
by which the pupils would later be expected to compete with
others for a livelihood. He advised the trustees that he be-

lieved that they were employing & "penny wise and pound
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foollish™ polioy in hiring teachers, and that, because of these
conditions, the Indiana pupils were leaving the school 1ill
prepared for life.

Forty-two years later, in en address before a con-
vention of The American Assoclation of Instructors of the
Blind which was held in Indianapolis in July of 1908, George
S. Wilson enumerated twelve points which he considered ldeals
for educators of the blind., They were:

l; Adoption of a uniform type of print throughout
the world.

2+ Freedom from political interference.

o. A oourse of study which would make the blind self-
supporting.

4, The elimination of the asylum idea end operation
on an educational basis with age l1limits of school
children, attendance only during the school term,
and with school men for executives and teachers.

5. Coordination with schools for the seeing.
6. Elimination of those incapable of learning.

7. Making the school accountable to school, rather
than charitable, officers.

8., Direction of education toward all-round development.

9. Extension of social relationships between blind
children and general soclety to the maximum.

10, Congregation of blind children in special schools
for as short a time as possible, with all college
work to be done in institutions for the seeing.

11. Exclusion of all partially sighted children who
could be educated in public aschools.

12. The presentation to society of individuals healthy
and vigorous in mind and body, capable of indepen-
dent thought and aectlomn.
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Expressly for this study, Robert Lambert, superintendent
of the school since 1934, prepared the followlng statement of
the theories which determine 1948 administration policies:

The philosophy underlyling the education of blind
children is that we teke the children of the State be-
tween the ages of seven and twenty-one years and give
them an educational experience which is equivalent to
that which they could have secured had they been able to
attend the public schools. We recognize individual
differences among our students and strive for the most
educational growth which each child can attain with the
equlipment he possesses., It 1la our constant aim through
the academlic and music departments to give our children
an acqueintafice with and understanding of the cultural
background of our civilization. Through the vocational
department, we attempt to give students some ability
which may be uged in the field of work. It is our con-
tention that every child should learn to work, because
in adulthood he will be faced with the sterm realitles
of production 1in order that he may enjoy good food, &
home, travel, and many of the finer things of 1life so
desired by all, The overall objJective is that our gra-
duates may lead successful and happy livesa and be re-
celved with graclousness in the communitles In which they
live.

Results
That there 1s no precise measure of the effective-
ness of any educational program 1s axiomatic, yet there are
indicative factors. Ome is the occupational record of gra-
duates and former students; another, the percentage of gra-
duates who have continued their studies elsewhere.

The first occupational survey of former students of

the Indiana school for the Blind was made in 1880. The
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results are recorded in longhapd in the back of one of the
huge volumes then used for recording reglstration data con-

cerning new pupils.

TABLE 3
OCCUPATIONAL SURVEY MADE IN 1880

Occupation Mele Female Total
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Deceased . . . .
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0f the forty-elght teachers reported in this survey,
one man and one woman were then teachlng at the Indlana In-
stitute, slx men and seven women were teachers at other schools

for the blind, three men were teachers In the public schools,
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and twenty men and twelve women were giving private lessons
in music.

The occupational survey made by the writer for this
study shows a wider range of occupatlons and greater parti-
cipation by the women. This survey embraced those puplls
enrolling between 1883 and 1936, incluslve. This eliminated
the possibllity of duplication of the earlier findings, and
included the last group, the majorlty of which c¢ould be ex-
pected to be employed.

TABLE 4
OCCUPATIONAL SURVEY, 1948

Period puplls

enrolled Graduates Non-graduates Total

No, % No. % No. %
1883 - 1888 [ ] - - ] - - » 14 77—8 14 1404.‘ 28 24.4
1889 -~ 1894 & ¢ ¢ o o « 39 92.9 29 23.2 68 40,9
1895 - 1900 + & v +v & + 33 4.3 52 48.6 85 532.8
1901 - 1908 « v 4 o & + = 26 6.3 25 30.1 81 46.4
1907 = 1912 &+ v ¢ ¢ » & » 27 100.0 30 30.9 57 45.9
1913 - 1918 & & &4 ¢ & o . 18 90.0 2% 3D.2 43 47.2
1919 - 1924 - - L] - - L] - 34 100.0 56 30.0 70 45.4

1925 = 1930 & ¢ ¢ o o o 31 88.6 30 32.9 61 48.4
1931 = 1936 v o ¢ o 8 s o 17 85.0 32 39.5 48.5

_?3_‘_5I_32__5I2-_45~33
Total 239 92. 6 2

lReduced to 83.8% by 25 graduates with no ocoupation
other than housewlfe.
225.9% o¢cupled cutside the home.

338.9% occupied outside the home.
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Since the figures in Table 4 are compiled from the
findings of interviews and inquiries, they necessarily re-
present only those persons known to have been employed. It
1s reasonable to suppose that some of the peroentages would

have been increased by informetion which was not available.

TAELE S

OCCUPATIONS OF MEN

Occupation Individuals
Broom Shop wWoTKers « « « ¢ ¢ o 2 s o o 5 o » 44
Brooms, independent makers of . . . &« « + & 15
Brooms, SRleSMeEn « o o o » o ¢ o « o 2 « o = 12
Ca.ners [ ] L ] * * [ ] - L ] - [ ] [ ] [ ] L ] L] L] - - - » L 5
Chiropractora . ¢ ¢« o o o ¢« ¢ o ¢« o o & o o 6
Factory woTKers. . v+ « o« o« = 2 o o o » » » » 41
Famers. » L d L] [ 2 * - [ ] - - - L - - - - » - L ] 1’?
L&bOI'el‘B LI ) L] - . » - - L] - LR - - - - - - 12
Minlaters. . ¢« v+ o ¢ 4 o ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o« = 4
Musgiclans, professional . . . ¢« + « &« « .« & 19
Sale Smen L - - L L - - » L] - - - L] L ] Ll L] L d L B
Store and Sshop OWHETE « v+ « » o ¢ = o = = 13
TeaChers o« o o o« 2 o o o s o ¢ » 2 o o s o » 7
Tuners - - - L » L ] LJ -* - - - L J - L] - - - - L 19
Venders * & ® @& ® ¢ 8 8 ® @ ® & &+ & e ® = 27
Other L - - [ ] - * * [ ] - - L - - - - » L] L] - 30

Among the miscellaneous occupations of the men are
found such varled pursults as fortune teller, author, real
estate dealers, mechanics, elevator operators, postal clerk,
attorneys, polltliclans, Janlitors, Insurance agents, Executlive
Secretary of the Indiana Board of Industrial Aid for the
Blind, Superintendent of the Evansville, Indiana Blind Asso-
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clation, and operator of a tin shop, a professiomal diver,
a Justice of the peace, an evangelist, and a clrcus employee.
{Fig. 32).

Professional musicians listed in this survey are
those who earn their livelihood by playlng for dances, as
organists, soloists in club or church or on the radio, or
a8 composers. Those individuals who use a small musical
ability as a means of begging on street corners or at fac-
tory entrances are not included, nor are they regarded as
employed so far as thls study 1s concerned.

Those women classified as dolng housework include
those who are successful homemskers for their own families
and are or have been actively engaged in that work, not
those who are merely married women and not homemakers.

Since many individuals wlll have engaged in more
than one occupation, either slmutameously or successively,
these totals will not be interpreted to represent a total
of persons 1nvolved.

Among the occupations of women not tabulated in
Table 6 are those of telephone operators, soclial workers,

a nun, practical nurses, hospltal workers, librarians, clerk,
laundry workers, an employee of the Library of Congress, bas-
ket makers, typlsts, a dramatle reader, beauty operator,
elevator operator, evangeliast, a proprietor of a gshop, and

domestic employees at the school for the blind. (Fig. 33.)



Figure 32, e
Men at work in the broom shop at the Board
of Industrial Aid for the Blind.

Flgure 33.
Display of articles made by needlecraft workers.
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TABLE &
OCCUPATIONS OF WOMEN

Occupations Individuals
Candy WI'GDPDETrS o o + o o s 2 = o s » ¢ o » 6
Cane rs - L 2 - *» [ ] [ ] - - » [ ] - L - L - L L] - 5
Day worKers .+ o ¢ o = v o 5 o 2 s 2 o o » S
Fleld agents o« ¢« o ¢ ¢ 2 o 2 o ¢ s o » o » 4
Factory workers . o« o ¢« s+ « « a o 5 o o = 11
Garment workers " 8 e + e 8 & ® ® & » ° @ 10
Houseworkers . o« o o« o o s o 2 s o « = o« » 131
Muslclians, professiopal . . « « « « &+ .+ & 3
Needlecraft woTKETS .+ o o o o o o o o o o 96
Stand operatorS « +« o« « = ¢ 2 2 & & s o o 7
Teac hers - » L - - » - - L] - - » - - * L ] » l 7
Weavers o o o o s+ o 2 o o o s o o« » o & = S
Ot her L] - L L] L L] - - * -» [ ] - [ Ll L] L] * - 25

The needleoraft and garment workers have been em-
ployed through the Board of Industriael Aid for the Blind,
the former generally in their own homes, the latter at the
Board bullding at 536 West Thirtieth Street, Indlenapolis.
It 1s through this agency that the field and placement
agents visit blind persons in all parts of the state to give
instruction and counsel to adult blind, assist 1n finding
employment for those fitted for work, and act, if necessary,
as intermediary between the school and potential pupils.

When the 1880 survey was made, one alumnus had been
graduated from college, and two young-men were then college

gtudents. This represented approximately 2.5% of the alumni
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at that time., Of the enrollees from 1883 through 1936, 238
were graduated from the Indiana School for the Blind. At
the time of this writing {1948) seven men and six women from
this number have been graduated from accredited colleges,
three men and four women had taken college tralning and with-
drew before graduation, while six women and two men ars now
college students, making a total of 28 (11.8%) of this 238 who
have received college tralning. Whereas no women graduates
had been enrolled in colleges prior to 1880, S57.1% of the
later group were women.

In addition to natlonal trends, two factors figure
prominently in thls very marked increase in college atten-
dance. Before the school was commissionsd in 1910, admis~
sion to accredited colleges was difficult to obtain. Then,
in 1921, a rehabilitation act was passed, providing state
funds, covering tultion, books, snd supplies to deserving
handicapped Indiana students. In 1945, rehabllitation for
the blind was transferred to the newly created division for
vocatlional rehabllitation at the Board of Industrisl Ald.
Backed by federal funds, 1t offers the blind student almost
full coverage of college expenses, even to the hiring of a
reader, and payment of livlng expenses, when necessary.

Beslides these twenty-eight individuals who have re-

celved advanced tralning, an Indeterminate number have taken
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specialized vocatiomal training iﬁ radio repair work, in
dictaphone, as chiropractors, beauty operators, telephone
operators, and the like for varying periods of time, and have

studied privately, especially in musie.

Summnary

During the one hundred and two school years of this
gtudy, 198 teachers had taught in the school, 110 in the
Academic Department, 36 in the Music Department, and 52 in
the Vocational. The only complete data regarding these
teachers is that regarding length of service. Thirteen
teachers served at the school for periods longer than twenty
years, thelr tenures ranging from twenty-one to fifty-four
years.

Three superintendents who 8erved longest im that
capacity, Williem H. Churchman, George S. Wilson, and Robert
Lembert, have all stated their educational poldeies and have
emphasized the need for education for blind children which
would best enable them to cope with-competition in a sighted
world.

Occupation surveys made in 1880 and 1948 indicate
the wide variety of occupations engaged in by blind people,
with 83.8% of graduates in the groups enrolling after 1882

being gainfully employed, 25.9% of the non-graduates.
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A marked increase in college attendance is evident
among alummi of the Indiana State School for the Blind since
1910 when the school was commlissioned, and especially since
rehabilitation funds have been available to them for advanced

education.



CHAPTER VII
STUDENTS AND STUDENT LIFE
The Students

During the one hundred and two school years teken
into account in thils study of the Indians School for the
Blind, a total of 2,048 puplls have been enrolled. They
have met on the common ground of blindness. Otherwise,
they are a heterogemeous group, representing as they do
both sexes, three races, eight nationalities, a wide vari-
ance in ecomnomle status and mental capacity, and an ege
range of more than forty years. Even the blindness itself
has been a variable factor, since certain pupils have never
seen, even light, while others have retained normal visiomn
into adult l1life, and there has been almost every shade of
gradation in between.

Sex:=-- In the course of gathering material for this
study, the writer was assured repeatedly by various persons
connected with the school that "there are always more boys
than girls". Since 1921, this relationship has existed, yet

in forty-eight of those one hundred and two years, more girls

168
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then boys were in attendence, and during one term, there
was an equal number of each. However, the lnitlal enroll-
ment of pupils presents a slightly different picture. In
only four of the seventeen perlods into which the history
of the school has been divided for convenlience of study

d1d more girls enroll than boys, and iIm only four of the

TABLE 7
INITIAL ENROLIMENT OF STUDENTS

Male Female Total

Period No. % No. %
1847 - 1852 47 64.4 26 35.6 73
1853 - 1858 40 49.4 4] 50.6 8l
1859 - 1864 60 51,7 o6 48,3 118
1865 - 1870 8l 54.0 69 46,0 150
1871 - 18%6 69 56.6 53 43,4 122
1877 - 1882 82 53.6 71 16.4 153
1883 - 1888 56 48,7 59 51.3 115
1889 - 1894 87 | 52.1 80 47.9 167
1895 - 1900 78 4.9 64 45,1 142
1901 - 1906 59 b3.6 51 46 .4 110
1907 - 1912 61 49,2 63 50.8 124
1613 - 1918 b2 57.1 39 42,9 @1
1919 - 1924 89 57.8 65 42.2 1b4
1825 - 1930 60 47.6 66 5R2.4 126
1931 - 1936 68 06.2 53 43.8 121
1937 - 1942 63 52.9 o6 47.1 119
1943 - 1948 515] 65.5 a9 34,5 83

Total 1107 954.1 941 45.9 2,048

remaining periods was the varience less than ten. However,
it would be erroneous to presume that the incidence of blind-

ness is greater among boys than among girls. Other factors
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have influenced these statistles. The flrst two defy proof,
yet are generally accepted: parents are wont to be more
protective of daughters than of sons, thus more loath to
send them from the home for schoollng, and, at least until
very recently, boys were supposed to be In greater need of
and more capable of acqulring an education. The third fac-
tor 1s more concrete. Throughout the history of the school,
there have been more boys than girls within the state to
figure in any comparison. Census flgures since 1850 show a
predominance of male population to be consistent. The great-
est difference occurred in 1910, when the male population
exceeded the female by 65,714, or 4.9%. The least was in
1940, a difference of 22,606, or 1.3%.

Race:--Although no provision ever appeared in the
statutes limiting the facllitles of the school to white
children, there is no evidence tbat a pupil from ancother
race was enrolled prior to 1877, and, iIn the entire history
of the school only fifty-one, twenty-six boys and twenty-five
firls, are known to have come from other races., Fifty of

these were Negro, one Indian.
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TABLE 8

Report Report

Year Mele PFemale Total Year Male Female Total
1847 21 4 25 1884 58 62 120
1848 24 4 28 1885 6l 65 126
1849 26 12 38 1886 60 70 130
1850 28 15 43 1887 67 65 132
1851 30 18 48 1888 68 60 128
1852 22 19 41 1889 70 62 132
1853 22 24 46 1890 63 61 124
1854 42 35 77 1891 6> 68 131
1855 40 47 av 1892 69 70 139
1856 31 46 77 1883 71 79 130
1857 26 37 63 15894 72 80 152
1858 22 31 53 1895 64 62 126
1859 30 36 66 1896 73 66 139
1860 34 &9 63 1897 69 67 136
18861 34 43 77 1898 79 83 162
1862 41 54 95 1899 71 79 180
1863 39 57 a6 1200 78 86 164
1864 41 62 103 1901 74 84 158
1865 5l 60 111 1902 83 76 159
1866 54 66 120 1803 B3 69 182
1867 55 68 123 1904 80 72 162
1868 o7 69 126 1405 76 86 162
1869 47 55 102 1906 72 90 162
1870 46 61 107 1907 71 88 159
1871 51 53 104 1908 68 93 161
1872 54 57 111 1909 73 93 166
1873 50 b5 105 1910 71 90 181
1874 52 61 113 1911 70 87 157
1875 56 60 116 1912 74 83 157
1876 48 58 106 1913 78 78 156
1877 47 63 110 1814 68 75 143
1878 59 58 117 1815 71 77 l48
1879 65 58 123 1916 73 80 153
1880 66 61 127 1917 72 70 142
1881 64 62 126 1918 58 51 109
1882 Not available 1919 58 43 101
1883 56 64 120 1920 79 86 165
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TABLE 8 (Con'd.)

Report Report

Year Male Female Total Year Male TFemele Total
1921 B4 69 153 1935 88 80 168
1922 91 72 163 1936 86 78 164
1923 93 67 160 1937 96 79 1865
1924 a0 61 151 1938 80 72 152
1925 87 63 150 1939 79 70 149
1926 85 62 147 1940 87 69 155
1927 84 60 144 1941 80 58 138
1928 85 59 144 1942 70 56 126
1929 88 65 153 1943 63 B3 116
1930 9l 74 165 1944 71 59 130
1831 81 78 159 1945 72 52 124
1932 86 77 163 1946 66 47 113
1933 80 73 153 1947 69 46 115
1934 74 68 142 1948 67 45 112

TABLE 9

RACES REPRESENTED

Period White Negro Unk. Period White Negro Unk.
1847-1952 73 1801-1906 107 1 2
1853-1858 81 1807-1912 113 4 6%
1859-1864 116 1913-1918 88 3
1865-1870 150 ]1919-1924 146 8
1871-1876 122 1925-1930 120 &
1877-1882 151 2 1831-1936 117 4
1883-1888 114 2 1937-1942 111 8
1889-1894 163 4 1943-1948 78 &
1895-1900- 120 4 18

*One Indian girl enrolled.
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Counties from which pupils were enrolled:

Each of the ninety-two countles 1n Indiana has had
representation in the Indiapa School for the Blind. Marion
County, 1n which both the school and the state capltal are
located, and which has the largest population, has sent the
greatest number of students to the school, 299. Yet thils 1s
only 14.61% of the total enrollment, and the rest have been
so widely distributed over the state that no other county
has sent more than 4%, while fifty-elght have sent less than
1% and twenty-seven between 1% and 2%. The heavier school
population by ocountles follows the expected pattern of proxi-
mity to the school and population density of the county it-
self. Also, county representatlion has been found to have
been concentrated at times when members of a single family

or acgualntances from one locality were in attendance.

Nativity of puplls:i-=-

For the student of migratory tendencles or the need
for uniform educational facilities, the nativity of the pupils
of thls school presents ar interesting study. Of the 2,048
students, 423 are known to have been born outside the state.
This represents 20.7% of the school population. This rfigure
would be unquestionably increased, 1f the nativity could be
known concerning those puplls whose registrations were incom-

plete.



TABLE 10
COUNTIES FROM WHICH PUPILS WERE ENROLLED
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TABLE 10 (Con'd.)
COUNTIES FROM WHICH PUPILS WERE ENROLLED
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NATIVITY OF PUPILS BORN IN STATES OTHER THAN INDIANA
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In addition to the thirty-four states outside
Indiana, six pupils were born in Canada, five in Ireland,
three 1n England, two 1n Scotland, six 1n Germany, two 1n
France, whlle Russia, Prussia, Austria, Sweden, and Puerto
Rico have each been the hirthplace of one student.

Type of home community:~-— For the purpose of this

study, puplls coming to the school from farm areas, or from
small, unincorporated towns, have been oclassifled as from
rural communities, and those from incorporated towns and
citles, as from urban areas,
TABLE 12
TYPE OF HOME COMMUNITY

Period Rural Urban Unavailable

No. % No. % No. %
184a7-1852 41 56.2 16 21.9 16 21.9
1853-1858 22 27.1 41 50.6 18 22.2
1859-1864 41 35,3 63 54,3 12 10.3
1865-1870 78 52.0 69 46.0 3 2,0
1871-1876 73 59.8 44 36,1 5 4.1
1877-1882 97 83.4 52 33,9 4 2.6
18831888 58 50.4 54 46,9 3 2.6
1889-1894 72 4%.1 91 54.5 4 2.4
1895-1900 61 42,9 58 40,8 23 16.2
1901-1906 57 51.8 51 46,4 2 1.8
1907-1912 47 37,9 71 57.3 6 4,8
1g13-1618 27 29.7 64 70,3 .o .o
1319-1924 57 37.1 97 62.9 .o .o
1925-‘1930 4:4 54.9 82 65.1 - e L )
19311936 49 40,5 72 59.5 .e .e
1937-1942 37 31.1 82 68.9 .e .o
19431948 31 36,9 53 63.1 A .o

Total 892 1060 9.6

wm
l—l
. .
Lo

Percent 43.6 5l1.8
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Agencies responsible for pupils:-- Under normal con-
ditions, one expects a chlld to be enrolled in achool by his

parents.

In the course of this study, however, the repetition

of cases sent to the school by persons other than parents was

sufficient to arouse the curiosity of the wrlter, and a survey

on this subject was made. Frecquently, an uncle, aunt, or

grandparent sent the child. Others were sent by guardians, or

by townshlp trustees, county commissioners, a court, orphanage,

or Board of Chlldren's Guardians. In the periocds when adults

were admitted to the school, the student usually signed his

own application.

church sponsored him.

In the case of one German-born man, his

. TABLE 13
AGFNCIES ENROLLING PUPILS
Parents Other Guar- Orphan- sSocial
Period rela- dian age Agency ©Self Unk.
tive

1847-1852 65 1 .e .o 2 1 4
1855-1858 cl & 4 11 6 1 13
1859-1864 86 6 6 .e 7 6 5
1865-1870 108 2 18 1 9 10 2
1871-1876 g0 6 12 .e 7 6 1
1877-1882 110 6 7 S 20 3 2
1883-1888 107 .o 1 1 4 ve 2
1889-1894 126 7 9 3 11 7 4
1895-1900 g8 2 6 5 5 6 20
1901-1906 98 ‘e o 2 3 .a 2
1807-1912 100 4 5 4 4 1 6
1915-1918 80 5 . 3 5 2 LX) -0
1819-19&4 138 4 5 1 "6 .e .
1925-1930 111 4 6 2 3 .s .o
1931-1956 103 5 4: L) 9 -8 -
1957—1942 107 5 3 - 4 - . LB
194:5-1948 ?6 2 2 [ N L - - -

Total 1654 63 96 132 106 41 61

Percent 80.8 J.1 4.7 1.8 5.2 2,0 2.5
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Causes of blindness:~- In no other phase of thils

study 1s the data so lacking in dependability, yet 1ts very
unreliability i1s significant. The cause of blindness is
gtated in each case by the person or agency making applica-
tion for the c¢hild. If that person 1s very lgnorant or
superstitious or has something he wishes to conceal, as in
the case of venereal disease, his statement is apt to bs
false. Certain of these instances are obvious enough to be
readily detected, yet one is at a loss as to the true cause.
In evident sincerity, various cases of blindness were attri-
buted to teethlng, "boil in the head™, nervousness, "alum on
the scalp", "pain 1n the head™, "looking at a corpse by
mother™, "rude father™, fright, and cold. Others wrote
"natural™, "born that way", or "defective sight". One mother
almost 1llegibly scribbled in pencil that her child's blind-
ness was due to "immitten" fever.

Certain ceuses, widely prevalent at one period, 4i-
minish or disappear altogether, while others do not appear
on the record at all until & late date. This may be due to
several factors. Terminology changes. Amaurosis, for ex-
ample, 1s listed as a cause during the first twenty years of
the history of tlie school and is not heard of agaln, not,
probably, because the condition had been ellminated, but be-

cause it was called by another name, In scrofula, of which
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there has been only one case since 1912, the disease itself
has been eradicated. Improper care of the eyes does not
appear at all during the first thirty years, and has not since
1930 for totally different reasons. In the earlier period, 1t
was not ¥nown that lack of proper care at birth might result in
blindness, whlle in later years, a state law requirlng the
attending physliciaen to administer silver nitrate has almost
wholly removed this cause of blindness.

The writer discovered quite by accident that the
ngpotted fever" attacks mentioned durlng the first few years
were actually cases of spinal meningitis.

Progress in opthalmology is responsible for certain
aspects of Table 8. One need not suppose that glaucoma, de-
tachment of the retina, keretitls, iritls, and the like are
new and horrible afflictions arising to plague modern men. It
is more accurate to suppose that increase in medical knowledge
eand precision is making more discrimatory diasgnosis possible.

The term "congenital™ is used to designate those cases
In which blindness was present at birth, the speciflec cause
unknown. It may have been of a hereditary nature, or due to
pre-natal accident or dlsease, or malformatlon of the fetus.

Degree of blindness:-- That there has been & general
misconception on the part of the publlc as to what constitutes

blindness is evidenced by the frequency of jokes, cartoons,
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etc. which have as the target for thelr lumor the blind person
who is found looking at pictures, or attending a motion plcture
show, with the implication that his blindness is faked. Many
individuals who recognize degrees of deafness expect a blind
person to be incapable of percelving light. As a matter of
fact, there are as many degrees of impairment of sight as there
are In hearing, and comparatively few blind persons are without
light perception. ZFor the purpose of establlshing eligibility
for special education or exemptions from income tax, blindness
has been defined as £0/200 or less. Interpreted, this means
thaet, if an indlvidual cannot see at twenty feet what the normal
eye can percelve at two hundred feet, he is considered blind.
This must be true of the better eye tested while ocorrected with
the best lens obtalnable. Thus it is possible for the sight
of one eye to have been completely destroyed and the persom to
be not blind. Since medical r epofts for the puplls of the
Indiena School for the Blind have been filed with their appli-
cations only very recently, it is possible in thils study to
classlfy degree oflblindness only as total or partlal.

Age at onset of blindness:-- There 18 no evidence in

the findings of this study to indicate any significant dif-
ference between boys and girls in regard to the age at which
blindness ogccurs, The variance between the two groups at
birth 1s only .1%, and in the period from birth to one year

of age, 1.6%. In each case, however, girls exceed boys, and



186
TABLE 15
DEGREE OF BLINDNESS

Period Total Partial Not stated
o © o©
— - - — —t ~-
o o ® [ © [
+« 5 3 + 8 2 + & 3

_ 2 & A& 38 & g = £
1847-1852 23 10 33 17 12 29 6 5] 11
1855-1858 17 12 29 16 22 38 7 7 14
1859-1864 18 15 33 39 37 76 3 4 7
1865~1870 21 22 53 48 47 a5 2 .o 2
1871-18%76 45 29 74 24 24 48 .s .o
1877-1882 47 40 a7 35 30 65 . 1 1
1883-18868 29 13 48 27 40 67 . . .o
188%-18%4 42 48 Q0 44 21 75 1 2 3
1895-1900 1¢ 25 44 49 29 78 10 10 20
1301-1906 22 16 38 35 35 70 2 . 2
1807-1812 16 16 a2 44 42 86 1 5 &
1913-1918 10 12 22 42 2" 69 .o . .o
1919-1924 18 13 41 6l 51 11z .e 1 l
1931-19&6 11 14 25 57 39 96 .e .e .o
1937-194% 8 13 2l 53 43 96 2 .o 2
1945-1948 Al 7 18 44 28 66 1 .o 1

Total 394 325 719 678 583 1261 35 35 70

Percent 35.6 34,5 35.1 6l1l.2 61.9 61.6 3.2 3.7 3.4

in the period from one to five years, the variance is 4.7 with
the girls still dominent. During the ages from six to fifteen
the difference continues less than one per cent. Boys of the
school who lost their sight after fifteen years of age consis-
tently exceed girls of the same age by about 3%, but this can-
not be considered significant. During the period 1889 to 1894,

for example, Seven men who were between thirty and forty years
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of age, and four who were past forf} entered the school for
vocational tralning. Of these eleven men, four had lost
their 8ight between thirty amnd forty, and three when they were
over forty. In the entire history of the school, 3.8% more
men then women came iInto the sohool after they were twenty-
five years of age. The only age at which there is real indi-
cation that a higher percentage of boys lose thelr sight 1is
that from eleven to twenty years. Boys of this group ex-
ceeded the girls by 3.7%, while 2.4% more girls from fourteen
to twenty-one years old entered school.

Age at entrance into school:--Several factors in-

fluence interpretation of Table 11. One is the fact that ad-
mission of pupils under six years of age was never authorized,
and the nlne chlldren who did enter at the age of five years
did so by special concession end thelr presence is in no way
indicative. Another element is the admission of adults prior
to 1800. Their presence tends to skew the total percentages.
Of the 507 boys end 422 girls enrolled since 1900, 43.6% of
the boys and 40.8% of the girls were less than ten years of
age when they entered, 30.1% of the boys and 29.6% of the
girls were between ten and thirteen. Only 7.7 of these boys
were over eighteen, while only 6.7% of the girls were. One
individual of this era was over twenty-one. Late entrance into

the school can never be eliminated, due to the frequent late
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incidence of blindness. However, compulsory education laws,
which assure that most pupils now emrolling at an advanosd
age will have had previous training, and the close correlation
between the course of study of the public schools and that of
the Indiana School for the Blind tend to minimize the disad-
vantages of a pupil’s entering at a higher age level.

Duration of attendasnce:-- Since permaenent record cards
were not made a part of the school system until 1935, and, in
most cases, no record was made of the date of a pupil's with-
drawal prior to that time, it hes b een impossible to deter-
mine the duration of attendepce with a high degree of accuracy.
By checking the list of students of each annual report, the
writer was able to ascertain the school term which wae the last
the pupil attended, but, except in case of graduation, it was
not possible to kmow how much of his last school year the pupil
completed. As a matter of fact, there are several instances
when a pupil is known to have attended only a few weeks, and at
least three who withdrew the same day they enrolled. However,
it appears unlikely that these cases are numerous enough to
affect percentages materially. Because a large proportion of
the pupils who enrolled after 1936 were either still in atten~
dance or at an age when they might be expected to return, when
this study wes made, the percenteges for Tables 12 and 13 were
computed on data relative to puplls enrclling during the first
fifteen perlods only.
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The most marked contrast 1s evident at the two ex-
tremes. More boys did not return after one year by 3.3%%,
while 6% more girls than boys reamained longer than twelve
years. Although this 1s true, more boys were enrolled eleven
and twelve years by 1.6% and 1.3% respeotively. ZLength of
time in attendance is mot felt to be particularly signiri-
cant, since it does not necessarlly represent a pupll's en-
tire schoollng.

Reasons for withdrawal:-- During the first half of the

history of the school, records were kept Informslly in large
books, and, 1f the reason for a pupll’s leaving were known, it
was Included 1n the various comments about him, However, after
these records were kept In the form of bound applications,
there was a perlod of about twenty years when no other data
concerning the student was filed. Not untll the system of per-
manent record cards was lnstlituted were these records as com~
plete as avallable Informatlion makes 1t possible. School
authorities are not always able to determine the reason for a
pupil's failure to return. Data regarding graduates was taken
from the alumn! flles and is bellieved to be entirely reliable.
Puplls who had enrolled after 1936 were not included
in the.computations for Table 20, since most of these had not
attended school sufficlently long to be graduated. However,

there had been four graduates ln the 1937 to 1942 group,
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bringing the total number of graduates In the history of the
school to 48l.
TABLE 20

STUDENTS GRADUATED

Period Graduates Period Greduates
enrolled No. % enrolled No. %

1847-1853 16 1.9 1865-1900 3D 27.7
1853-1858 25 30.9 1501-1906 27 24.5
1859-1864 37 351.9 1907=-1%12 27 21.8
1865=-1870 49 38. 7 1913-1918 20 21.9
1871-18%76 47 58.0 1919-~-1924 34 22.1
1877-1882 45 29.4 1925=-1930 35 27.8
1883-1888 18 15.7 1931-1936 20 18.7*

Total 477 26.9

*Fourteen puplls still enrolled not included in computation.

Many of the causes of blindness contributed to a state
of generally poor health, end, since in the earllier years of
the school less was kmown concernling communicability of dlsease,
ill health was an importent factor in withdrawals. Of the
1,119 students enrolling prior to 1901, 48 died while they were
yet enrolleq, and 64 left because of illness. Thus 112 pupils,
10% of the enrollment of this era, were known to have been re-
moved because of physical illness. Statistics hidden in the
"unknown" column would raise the percentage of any of the
causes of withdrawal. Although the data is too meagre to be

at all conclusive, it would appear that health conditions have
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improved, since only two of the 604 students enrolling after
1918 are listed as having died in school and 21 as leaving
because of illness, makling health problems responsible for
only 3.8% of the withdrawals sinece 1918,

Mental health has always been a problem at the Indiana
School for the Blind, not, as Superintendent Churchman emphe-
sized, because blindness renders the individual mentally inept,
but because such causes of blindness ag meningitis, brain fever,
and venereal diseases may have affected the brain as well. It
has not been the policy of the school to exclude any except
those puplils who were fouﬁd to be entirely incapable of profit-
ing from training and who would hamper others by their presence.
Any student of low mentality who can be trained to some degree
is allowed to remain and is wsually retalned in a primary grade.
Those listed as "incompetent™ in Table 15 represent those indi-
viduals whose removal was reguested by the school. Of the
1,119 enrolling before 1901, 56, or 5%, were in this group, and
30, or 6.7 of the 450 enrolling since 1924,

Striet disciplinary measures resulted in the expulsion
of 52 of the students enrolled before 1901. This was 4.6% of
the enrollment of that period. Several others expelled are not
included, since they were later re-instated and expulsion was
not the reason for their permanent withdrawal. The first boy

was expelled in 1848 for "aversion to study™. He was among
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those re-instated. Other frequent reasons were use of
tobacco ﬁnd profanity. This was especially true during the
1890's when & large number of men were admitted for bhroom
shop training. Others were expelled beocause of indolence,
beoause they were believed to be a bad influence, or in-
corrigible. One boy set fire to the broom shop. One young
lady became engaged to be married. The misdemeanors were
varied and were measured by'rigid rule of morality inm the
last century. Sinoe 1900, there have been only two indivie
duals recorded as cases of expulsion.

The comparatively large number of persons leaving
to accept employment durlng the early years of the school
might well be misinterpreted. At this tlme, many students,
particularly men and boys, were entering the school for short
periods for the express purpose of learning a trade, and then
leaving to employ that trade at thelir homes., On the other
hand, most of the 21 persons who enrolled after 1930 and
leaving to accept employment became factory workers in war
industried.

Likewlse, the data regarding pupils returned to their
homes because thelr sight was too great to warrant their being
retained needs explanation to be understood. Table 15 shows
only 32 of all the pupils enrolling before 1901 (2.8%) were
excluded because their vision was too great, while 26, or 8%

of the 384 pupils entering since 1930 were rejected for the
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same reason., This increase is due to one circumstance., Dur-
ing the past few years, the school city of Indlanapolis and
of other larger Indiana cities, had inaugurated sight saving
clagses withln the public school systems, and it has become
the policy of the Indiana School for the Blind to transfer

puplls to these classes whenever practicable.

TABLE 21
REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL OF NON-GRADUATRE
e, T = = “ﬁ“
Period g- ga 2 ) = L g-P I""U L=
enrolled 3 gﬁ '3 5? 3 el 03 E'go 33 3
g A0 §F ¢ Do g 8383 5N 53
ﬁ =4 o HO O o B4 a = |
1847-1853 15 2 2 .o > 4 3 1 1 26
1853-1858 8 1 4 .o ] 3 1 .. .. 36
1859-1864 7 3 10 oo 10 8 o 6 2 £8
1865-1870 13 13 12 .o 5 4 6 7 2 59
1871-1876 11 11 3 e 15 4 7 e 6 18
1877-1882 15 8 o .o 13 4 3 2 1 o7
1883-1888 10 6 9 . 5 9 7 4 2 45
1889-18%94 7 10 6 o > 10 2 7 6 72
1895-1900 2 e 3 .o 3 2 1 6 2 86
1901"'1906 - L .. LI L] -w .. - a LI 83
1907-1912 e ee e 2  se  we  ee  se  e» 97
1913—1918 - L L L LS LI ) LI L] . » 71
1919-1924 L) L] L o? 01 02 L] 1 LY 109
1925-1930 4 3 . 7 7 .. & e 7 61
1931-1936 11 10 .. 7 O e 3 9 14 22
1937-1942 9 14 1 2 5 .. 10 16 3 14
1943-1948 13 1 .. 3 ., 3 1 B 3
Total 113 86 54 23 85 50 53 60 52 879

¥Percent 29.16 14.144 3.9 14.88.7 9.2 100 9.0 45.4

*Percentages for withdrawals were based on the 576 cases whose
reason was known, except in the withdrawals from unknown reasons.
This 45.4% is of the 1,936 withdrawals in the history of the
school,
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Although twenty-one has been the maximum age limit
throughout the history of the school, pupils were not dis-
missed when they reached that age until about 1920. It 1is
still the policy to allow students to continue past their
twenty-first birthday, if they are doing creditable work and
are planning to be graduated.

Major fields of study:-- Prior to the reorganization

of the curriculum in 1899 under George S. Wilson, there are
few notations to indicate what a graduate's particular field
of interest may have been. In fact, except in the cases of
those individuals taking shop work only, there are little op-
portunity for real speclialization. Hence, figures in Table 16
are concerned with only those pupils who were affected by the
reorganization. It 1s interesting t0 note that increasing
numbers of graduates ares majoring In the academics and taking

music or vocational subjects as minors.

Discipline
In the section "Organization for Administration”,
Chapter IV of this study, the varlous rules which have
governed the conduct of the students at the Indiana School
for the Blind have been presented fully and need not be re-
peated here. A comparison of these regulations, past and
present, and of the record for expulsions in this chapter will

serve to Interpret the change In discliplinary policy at the
8school.,
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TABLE 22
MAJOR FIELDS OF INTEREST

' Major field
Period student tACE~ oca=—
enrolled rdemic Masie tional Unknown Total
1
1889-1894 16 g 8 9 41
1895-1¢00 11 5 16 3 35
1901-1906 12 5 9 1l 27
1907-1912 18 S 4 .o 27
1913-1918 8 3 8 1l 20
1919-1924 19 4 5 6 34
1925-1930 14 4 o] 11 35
1951-1956 15 - 8 L) 5 20
1957"‘1942 4 -0 - . L] 4:
Total 117 35 56 36 249
Peroent 46.9 14.3 22.5 14.5 ves

It 1s a change common to education generally, exoept that 1t
did not reach the extreme limits in either direction. Thers
was never the harsh, ferrule-wielding master, nor the liberal-
ism extended to the uninhibited ultra-progressive.

While the early leaders of the school had rigid ldeals
of conduct and pupils were fregquently expelled for what would
Seem minor of fenses, there is nothing to indicate that other
harsh disciplinary measures were practiced. Punishments seem
to have been in the nature of loss of privileges rather than
physical force.

As the pendulum swung away from the more uncompro-

mising conduct standards, there was a tendency toward what
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might be termed extreme kindness. This situation was aggre-—
vated by the publiec who came to observe and stayed to pity and
distribute treats to those they consldered the poor unfortunate.
This 1s no longer permitted, and the pupils are held to reason-
able, common gsense code prevalent in most publiec achools.

To suppose that blind children are not disciplinary
problems is to display lgnorance of children generally and
handicapped c¢hildren in particular. They have all the mis-
chievous tralts common to childhood which have been, in many
cases, Intensified by indulgent parents mlistakenly seeking to
compensate for the handicap.

These problems of misconduct are now most frequently
dealt with hy 1solating the child from his fellows and re-
gquiring him to sit quietly with nothing to do but think. He
i1s not permitted fo miss classes or meals, but must return to
his chair when these are over. Teachers report the method to
be effective.

PRANKS

Reminiscences of Indiana School for the Blind Alumni
are replete with accounts of the mischlef of each generation.

Late one night, two 1little girls deelded that tbe maid
had delayed qulte long enough the removal of a discarded light
bulb. In the absolute stillness of after-bedtime hours, they

carrjied it to the railing of the dormitory atrium and dropped
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it three floors with an explosive c¢rash that echoed through-
out the building. There was ample time, one of them tells,
to be in bed and unsuspected before an lnvestigation was
started.

Night hours were chosen, too, for stealthy trips to
the storerocom to steal frult. From all reports, this plunder
was more satisfying to a craving for adventure than for food.
On one occasglon, the superintendent reprimanded the puplls in
chepel, citing the amount of frult teken the night before.
The culprits were privately Indignent. His statistics ex-
ceeded the loot realized. That night, the pupils returned to
the storeroom apd carefully counted out pleces of fruit to
equal those credited to their theft.

Another eplsode involves food, or rather the protest
agalnst its quality. For a period of time, menus had not
been to the students' llkling. They had triled subtle hints
like leaving platefuls at the matron's door with no results.
To meke matters worse, the food was appreciably better on
Board days. Finally, a group of high school girls composed a
letter of protest to the governor., They explained the matter
in detall and demanded action. No names were signed. They
explained that, too, saying they were sorry, but, since they
were 3students at the school themselves, it would not be wige

to reveal thelr ldentlty., One of the girls then made a type-
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written copy and they gave the letter to the boys to mail.

As they entered the school building a few days later,
the girls knew by the urgent conferences between the super-
intendent and members of the faculty that the letter had been
received and returned. They were questioned singly and jolint-
ly. The boys were questioned and came from the guestioning
indignant. They had not known what they were mailing. But no
one told. It was not untlil after the group was graduated that
the superintendent was able to confirm his suspicions.

Teachers have come in for thelr share as prank targets,
particularly the younger teachers. One youhg man had the
habit, annoying to hls pupils, of seating himself before his
¢lass and then sliding far down into his chair. The boys and
girls declded to register their dlsapproval and thelr ab-
cense of respect for his authority by covering the seat of
that chair with molasses just before c¢lass one morning.

Rigidly segregated though they were, romantic interest
always flourished between the boys and girls of the school.
Consequently, there were the notes to smuggle, the secret
meetings, the necessity for posting lookouts selected from
the students with more sight. Teachers sometlmes had secret
romances, too, and were found out with the result that they
were blackmailed unmercifully by students they sought to dis-

cipline.
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One teacher who was unable to maintain classroom order
because of her youth and inexperience, rather than any infor-
mation the puplls had to use agalnst her, invariably sent an
offender out to stand in the hall. Soon 1t became a game
among her pupils to guess who would be gent to the hall each
day, end, before long, the Hall Club was formed, complete with
elected officers,

It would be possible to write on, page after page, but
further aocountas could only substantlate what the foregoing
has demonstratedl that students of the Indiana State School
for the Blind are qulte as fun~loving, as irrepressible, and as
unconcerned with consegquenoes as a comparable group of sighted

youngsters.

Extra-curricular Activities

Organizations: How early in the history of the school
clubs and orgaenizations of a similar nature appeared cannot be
accurately determined, but the reaction of older alumnil that
these have "always been™ seems to be almost literally true.
They started as literary and debating societies, the latter
engaging in competition with other schools of the city. 1In
the 1892 report there is mentlion of & council having been
organized by the young men students for the purpose of student
government, and there is evidence of Boy Scout troops belng
organized from time to time, as well as other clubs and organi-

zations which came and went as they are wont to do in any school.



204

The oldest of the current organizations is the Philomathean
Society which presents an operetta annually, and, in addition to
other meetings, closes the year wlth a spring banquet. Dancling
and games in a gally decorated gymmasium is followed by the
banquet itself and short talks,

An Athletic Association for boys organized in 1928 and
one for girls which originated about tem years later are active
school organizations. Membership is restricted to those stu-
dents whose grades have not fallen below C. The year's acti-
vities in these organizations are climaxed by programs which
combine an exhibition gymnastic stunts with a musical and dra-
matic programs. OSpectators unfamiliar with education of the
blind frequently express disbelieving surprise as they watch
the tumbling acts and pyramids, or the skits full of activitf
and the usual amount of stage business. The program presented

the evening of March 9, 1945, is typical: ({Fig. 34).

Variety Review
"SIXH

One Act Play
CAST OF CHARACTERS

MOEB ¢ o o o« ¢ ¢ o ¢ o e o o & =
Kleckner . « « o « o o o s s o
Wagner, clerk of ocourts . . . .
Ramsey, counsel for the Defense . . .

Johnson, assoclate counsel for defense
Judg e LeBa rr L] - - - » L] - - L d - - - -

L d »

Joe Clowning
Norman Kleckmer
John Richardscn
Wilfred Tull
Lowell Conley
Robert Love

L}

»
[
-*

M L S
- % 8 ¥ 2
. s 4 0 s *
R
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Figure 4.
A scene from the play "Ten Percent Tommy"™
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Angelo Merigo, prisoner before the bar . . . . . Joe Clowning
Sheriff - L d - L4 » L - - - L ] - » - L} L J L] .Ro-bert Coates
Foreman of the Jury r e o e o = « » » « «» .Neal Benner

Joe Blake P T T T T s « » s » JAlfTed Yerg&

Members of the jury - David Gentry, Richard McClune, Wlater
Johnson, Norman Kleckner, Robert Clevenger, Archle Wells, Glen
Pittman, John Russell, John Ward.

Comedlan . . . . + . & s = » = » o s s » o o« «0'ell Taylor
Orchestra - Robert Clevenger Lowell Conly, Robert Coates,
Glen Pittman, 0'Dell Taylor, Wllfred Tull, John Ward.

PROGRAM

My Dreams Are Getting Better All the Time . . .Arr. by Vic Mizzy
John Richardson, vocal solo

I'm Making Belleve -~ Orchestra . . . . . « . Arr.by Jack Mason

Stunts - I. 8. A, A, Members

Good Night . . &+ o » ¢ o &+ ¢ « o ¢ » » « » o Heltman
Walter Jonsomn, Voice

Wal t Z - - - [ ] - - - - - - - - L ] - » - » C hoP in
Wllfred Tull, Piano

Pyramids - I. S. A, A, Members
Brudder Johnson's Lament
0O*dell Taylor
Six, a one=-act play . . . v . « « Theodore Schwartz
I.8. A A Dramatic Group
Sing Little BanjJo « ¢« « = ¢ ¢ o ¢« « « « » » Ira B, Wilson
' Chorus

Time - Present

Place - Lounge of Television Studio Building

The Indiana News VWriters Association is made of students

interested in journalism and who have served as members of the
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staff of the school paper. Thelr final meeting of the school
yoear 1947 - 1948 is 1lndicative of the wholesome participation
of which the students of the Indiana School for the Blind are
capabls. On the afternoon of May eighth, they and their
guests hiked the four miles to the Gregg farms where they
organlized into four teams for a scavenger hunt. Most of the
remainder of the afternoon they spent in exploring the farm
and making friends with the saddle horses. At five o'clock
they gathered around a camp fire for the picnic supper. Tired
and decidedly damp from the shower which overtook them, the
students arrived back at the school exuberent.

Exhibitions:-~ Since the beglnning of the school, exhi-

bitions of wvarious sorts have had their part 1n the general plan.
For many years, one phase of thls was a summer tour by superin-
tendent and a group of puplls over the state for the purpose
of promoting Interest and recrulting new students. Exhibits
of puplls' handcraft at the Indlana State Fair have been usual
since 1852 Each year, immedlately preceeding the c¢lose of
school, there is an openhouse with representative work on dis-
play. The 1948 open house was held on Saturday, May fifteenth.
Firls of the sewing department dlsplayed several types
of hats, purses, rag dolls, stuffed animals, doll clothing, rugs,
mats, and wearing apparel.
In the cane shop were the various kinds of cane seats,

checkerboards, crosses, tight seats, and plain open ones. More
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than two hundred seats were caned during the past school year.
The record is three hundred and thirty-three.

The steps of the broom meking process were demonstrated
in the broom shop, while in the tuning department, other pupils
showed the operations necessary in tuning a plano.

In the carpenter shop, the boys exhibited the lamps,
tables, hall trees, book-ends, serving trays, record cabinets,
and serving trays which they had made. However, they seemed
equally proud of the newly acquired ten-inch circular saw.

In the afternoon, a musical program was followed by
the demonstrations by the physlical education department., The
very small glrls demonstrated the circle dance, the small boys
their tumbling exercises. The third number was stunts in
couples by the intermediate girls. The senior girls demon-
strated club swinging. Both the advanced groups built pyra-
mids and presented stunts, then jolned for the folk dances and
march drill.

Parties and entertalnments:--During the school year

there are a dozen or more school-sponsored dances, and
numerous official parties, as well as the group, club, or
dormitory parties. Fall and spring plcnies are popular.
Hallowe'en, Christmas, and Valentine's Day are usual occasions
for parties sponsored by various groups.

Christmas, too, is celebrated by an annual program.

In 1945, for example, it was presented in two parts, "Why the
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Chimes Rang" by &an older group, and a program of muslc by
the younger puplls,

In addition to the programs and sxtra-~curricular
events at the school, it has always been customary for
pupils to attend concerts, symphony programs, plays, and
motion plctures which happen to be attractions for the city
of Indiamapolis.,

Games and play:--Play, of course, began with the

school itself. Childhood sees to that. In an article in

the Indlanapolls Star of November 26, 1911, a reporter cites
as amazing the varled types of play engaged 1n., He enumerates
Dominoes, cards, checkers and chess played with special eguip-
ment, baseball, tops, marbles, roller skating, dolls, and
playlng house. Most of these are known to have been common
practlice for many years before. Today, the play area would

be the envy of any school. Almost surrocunded by a semi-
circle of buildings, it lles within the circular skating rink
built in 1936 and has an abundance of swings, slides, jungle
gym, merry-go-round, teeter totters and other play equipment.
(Fig. 35, 36, 37.). The children have supervised play periods,
boys and girls In separate groups, and, 1n recent years, the
whole physlcal education program has been centered around a
play program. Every game that sighted children play is in-
cluded in their program. (Flg. 38, 39.).
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Flgure 35
View 1 of playground.

Figure 36
View 2 of pleyground
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Figure 37.
Girls on slide.
(Indianapolis Star Photo)

1Y
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Figure 38.
Robert Lambert acoeptling roller skates from
‘Lions Club members. (Indlanapolls Star Photo)

Figure 39.
Boys on roller rilnk.
(Indlaenapolis Star Photo)
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Commencement: Commencement at the Indiana School for

the Blind assumes all of the vital importance that 1t does in
any small school, where pride and success and honor need to

be divided only a few ways. The oooasion does not differ from
those of the public schools. It differs only from its own pro-
genltor. Possibly nothing exemplifies the clarifyling of edu-
cational concepts and the transition from the ornate to the
conclse more clearly than does a contrast of two commencement

programs sixty-four years apart:

Comnencement Program, June 11, 1883
Part I

Band
"0 Fly with Me" » » » ¢« « « « . .Mendelssohn
"Lost Proscribed” . . . . . . . .Flotow
"God Ever Is Good"™ . . . . . . .Koschat
Speeches
"Compulsory Education®™. +.John korrison
"Wonders of Electriclty™. . . .Aggie Christie
"Dreaming” . . . . . . . « . . . Nannle Fleming
Quartette Selection
"Buds of Spring Waltz"™...sv..... Brinkworth
Speeches
"Imaeglnation" . »+ « . + . . . » Mattie Ammon
"Issac¢ Newton"™ ... . . . . . . Arthur Savor
"Wealth of & Sunbeam™ . . . . . Belle Woods

L]
L ]
.
L]

L]

Part 11
Chorus
"Fays and Elves . . .+ . . .« . » Flotow
"Wedding Bells™ . . . . . « . « Dauhs

Cholr
"Nothing but Leaves™ Student Compositions
"Slumbering Thoughts®
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Speech - T&I‘iff » - - - - - [ - - HGIII'_Y BeCkﬂeI‘
Sextette --- "Pansy Blossonm" -
Speeches

"Happiness" . . « s e v s s

"wolfgang Mozart" e v s e » =

"TPhink for Yourself™ . . . .
Band --- "Cheerfulness Walt." .
Presentation of Diplomas

Addie Cooksey
Maggie Lasper
Susie Peterson
Gumbert

Commencement Program, June, 1947

Jesu, Joy of Men's Desiring » . . + +« » .+ « « oBach
Processional
Invocation « +» « « ¢ &4 o & o & « « « o Rev, Edwin T. Sahm,
Pastor St.John of Arc Church,

Indianapolis

Address —--- "You Are You" . . . . . PRev. J. Floyd Selig,
Pastor Capitol Avenue Methodist
Church.

Vocal --- "Ave Maria®™ . . . e s o =« » «SChubert

Walter Luke E Johnson

Presentation of Diplomas . . « + + « « . Dr. S.,M. Whiner
Benediction . « &+ &« ¢ + ¢ o ¢ ¢« + +» o » Rev. oahm,.

Preceeding Commencement, the seniors celebrate the
traditional Class Day, with its c¢lass history, will, prophecy,
and the honor awards. There are the usual class colors and
flowers. There are the new clothes, the flowers, and gifts.
After a day of research at the school preceeding one of these
end-of-school events, the writer wasg offered a ride into town
in the school station wagon. She expressed surprise that it
wags making a trip at that time of day. Vhereupon, the driver
grinned, "I'm having to dash in after some corsages.™
Nothing suggests anything other then another boarding school

graduation time.
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Student Publications:--~ The school newspeper, the
Indiena Recorder, is published monthly during the school
year by the Indiane News Writers Association. It appears
in two forms: a Braille edition end a mimeographed copy,
both student productiomns. It has an editor-in-chief, a
manager, an artist, end two sponsors. Its schoolnews and
gossip, its editorials and humor all mark it as typical of

its kind in any small, midwest high school. (Fig. 40.)

Summery

The 2,048 puplils who have enrolled in the Indiana
State Schoél for the Blind during the one hundred and two
school terms comprising this study represent three races
and eight nationalities. They have enrolled from all ninety-
two counties of the state, with slightly more than half re-
presenting urban areas. While the real majority of pupils
were enrolled by their paerents, other relatives, guardians,
orphaneges, aud social agencies have enrolled others, while
8 few older students entered themselves in the school.

While the study of attributed causes of blindness
reveal certain trends, its most apparent demonstration is the
unreliability of the information given by those individuels
enrolling pupils. Approximately 26% more pupils are par-

tielly sighted than are totally blind, with negligible
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difference between boys and girls in that respect. A larger
percentage of both sexes were congenitally blind than wers
blinded after birth, the girls of the latter group tending
to lose their sight earlier than the boys. (Fig. 41).

Girls have tended to enter school later and remain
somewhat longer than boys, elthough the difference in per-
centages is not particularly indicative, Slightly more than
one-fourth of all pupils enrolled were graduated. The accep-
tance of employment and i1l health account for more cases of
withdrawal than any other cause, although in 45% of the pupils
withdrawing before graduation, no reason was given., OFf the
249 pupils who were graduatedlafter they were permitted to
specialize, 46.9% chose the academic field, while no data was
available on 14.5%.

In matters of discipline, students' pranks, and ex-
tracurricular acivities, the Indlana School for the Blind

closely parallels practices in public schools.



CHAPTER VIII

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Summary

The story of the first one hundred and one years of
education at the Indiana School for the Blind, its beginnings,
development, and present status, is a colorful fragment from
Indiana history, asnd from the history of education itself.

The historian 1s moved by the drama of James M. Ray's chance
introduction to the educative potentialities for blind chil-
dren, of blind boys and girls plying their skills before the
general assenbly that Christmastime, 1844. There was William
H. Churchman'®s tour of the state by horse and buggy as he
sought to arouse the interest of the publliec. The historian

is aware of the dynamic personalities who figured in the birth
and growth of this school. He finds the changing architecture
end the push of a growing industrial city interesting. The
educator sees not only the maturation of a single school, but
the evolution of mid-western education emerge through this

one hundred and one year story.

216
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Physically, the Indiena School for the Blind has grown
from & small beglnning in an inadequate bullding rented in
1847, through its expansion in structures on five acres north
of North Street in Indianapolis, to its completely modsrn,
spacious housing occupied since 1830, The sixty acres sur-
rounding these presept buildings form a particularly beautiful
site. They include land-scaped lawns, a vegetable garden, an
orchard, a fully equipped play area, and the famous Brallle
gardens.

The organization of the school has differed little in
those hundred and one years. A board of four trustees {one of
them must now be a blind person) administrates the laws passed
by the state legislature for the governing of the school. It
is presided over by a superirtendent nemed by this board. He,
in turn, chooses a staff of Ilnstructional, secretarial, and
custodial personnel.

Since March 17, 1910, the Indlapa School for the Blind
has been fully commissioned, offering an elementary and sSecon-

dary progrem with a course of study comparable to that used in

the pbulic schools of the state. Classification of students and

standardization of graduation requirements were organized by
Superintendent George S. Wilson 1n 1899 and brought up to date

by Robert Lambert in 1934. In addition to the academic depart-

ment, a highly smarinlized music department and one of vocational

training complete the orgenlzation.
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Through thls progrem, the officials of the school have
sought to establish the status of their institution as purely
educational and to eliminate "blind asylum™ from the public
conceptsS. They have worked to make each pupil as confidently
independent as their capabilities permit and acceptable to
outsiders as Indlviduals rather than as “"The Blind".

The teaching staff, with the exception of specially
trained music or vocational Instructors, is now required to
meet the specifications of the state licensing division, but
it has never been required that teachers have particular train-
ing in work with blind childrem.

Due largely to federal rehabllitation funds available
to them since 1945 and the state rehabllitation act of 1921, an
increasing number of graduates are finding it possible to at-
tend colleges and vocational training schools. During the
past several years, and more particularly durlng the labor
shortage of the second World War, graduates and former stu-
dents have had an opportunity to demonstrate abilltles in a
wide variety of occupations where precision and sensitivity
of touch and hearing are assets.

There has been a total of 2,048 students registered
at the Indiana School for the Blind. They have been both boys
and girls, whites and Negroes (and one Indian), from all
ninety-two counties, from wealthy homes and from poor farms.

They were born 1ln thirty-four states and eleven foreign lands.
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They have represented practically all degrees of physical and
mental health., A few were enrcolled as long as twenty years;
a few others did not remaln overnight. They were expelled;
they ran away; they were taken out of school to help at
home; they dled; they were graduated with honors; and
they withdrew to accept employment.

These students have consistently displayed an enthu-
slasm for clubs, sports, plcnics, dances, parties of all kinds.
They indulge in chlldish pranks and present all the usual dis-
ciplinary problems.

As alumni, they have made contributions to the work
for blind people and to the progress of thelr communities. A
few have been content to capltalize on their blindness and
beg for thelr living. Employed alumnl have engaged in a

variety of approximately sixty different occupations.

Conclusions
From the findings of this study and from observations,
the writer 1s able to mske certain generallzed oonclusions,
namely:

1, Indiana has ploneered in education for blind
students.

2. Instruction at the Indlarna School for the Blind
has been consistently oomparable to that of _the
public schools of the state.
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The 2,048 students form a heteregeneous group of
individuals to which it is impossible to apply
mass generallties.

The population of the school has not increased
with the population of the state.

Per caplita costs have risen sharply since 1943.

A minimum of deviation is required in adapting
a course of study, methods, or extra-curricular
activities for the use of blind pupils.

Blind persons have demonstrated that there are
few occupations from which they are barred by
reason of thelr handlicap, and numerous ones for
which they are especially suited.

While progress has been made toward an ideal,

the needs of blind students have not been fully
met, Musical artists find themselves trained,,
but often without money for instruments, or
acquaintance with a sponsor. Vocatlonal educa-
tion has promlsing phases which have not yet

been introduced. Prejudices of employers still
make job seeking a discouraging task. A soft-
hearted, indifferent public¢ often makes pan-~
handling so lucrative as to dlscourage alumni in
search of employment. Whenever citizens are more
wllling to glve a School for the Blind alumni a
chance in a Job than a nickel in & cup, one of
the biggest goals of education for the blind will
have been realized.

Thig study is not concluded. Rather, 1t has been

summarlily arrested at the clogse of the flscal year 1948. The

story grows, shifts, moves on even as 1t 1s being written.
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Figure 40.

Preparing to print the Braille editiomn of
the "Indiana Recorder™. (Indianapolis Times Photo)
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