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Alam: In Memoriam

A JOURNAL

September 25, 2015

In Memoriam
by M. Shahid Alam

for Junaid, my son

All day, she grieves for him,
For sunlit days unborn in him.

She tells her grief to stars.
She cancels spring for him.

In dream, she starts her day
Still packing lunch for him.

She laughs to lift my grief.
She takes her cue from him.

She asks the Lord of life
If he grants life in him.

Cell morphing inside him,
God took her son to him.
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M. Shahid Alam has been teaching economics at Northeastern University, Boston, since 1988. His poetry
has appeared in Kenyon Review, New Letters, Raritan (forthcoming), etc.
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