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A man who does many good works and has learned
much Torah, to what is he like? To a man who builds
below with stones and then with (mud) bricks; and
when much water comes and stands round the walls, it
does not wash them from their place.

But the man who does many good works and has
learned Torah, to what is he 1like? To a man who buillds
first with bricks and afterwards wlith stones; and when
little water comes it demolishes them at once .t

The Gospel parable of similar nature is given by Matthew,

as follows:

Everyone therefore that heareth these words of
mine, and doeth them, shall be likened unto a wise
man, who built his house upon the rock: and the
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds

blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not:
for it was founded upon a rock.

And everyone that heareth these words of mine
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish
man, who buillt his house upon the sand: and the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds Dblew,
and smote upon that hguse; and 1t fell: and great
was the fall thereof.

Many other examples could be cited, but this one

is sufficient for the purpose here, to show that there are

remarkable parallels between the parables of the Synoptics

and those of the Rabbis,

A word of warning is in order. There 1is general

agreement among such scholars as Oesterley and Fgldman

bthats

One cannot, however, fail to notice the immense
difference both in subject-matter and treatment and
above all, in application, between the Gospel parables

loited by Smith, op. cit., p. 70.

Cuatt. 7:24-27.
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and those of the Rabbis; interesting and instructive
as the latter often are, they stand on an altogether
lower plane. It is not prejudice that prompts us to
say this--far from that, we have a feeling of warm
sympathy with a great deal of the Rabbinical teaching;
but we are convinced that any impartial reader of the
two sets of parables, the Gospel and the Rabbinical,
will be forced to admit that_the latter compare very
unfavorably with the former,

=

he greatest significance of these Rabbinical
parables is not in their parallels with the Synoptic materials,
however. The manner in which these parables were used, and
the way in which they were understood by their hearers are

the important matters. These points will be used in con-

structing the set of principles in Chapter V.

1Oesterley, op eit.,

pp. 10-11, See Feldman, op. cit.,
P. 244 for a similar statement.



