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orchard . • And similarly. •• they describe
the grazing and tending of the flocks and the herds,
and note the life of the shepherd and herdsman • • • .1

Srnith also comrnenb s on the striking parallels be-

tween the Rabbinic and Synoptic parables:

In Talmud and Midrash we find parables of sowing
and harvesting, sheep-farming and house-building, of
e t e wa r-ds and fa r-mha.nd s , LanoLor-d s and t.ena nt s , as
well as many others drawn from different environment
and unrepresented in the Gospels. There is a Rabbinic
story of'hid treasure, or a Pharisee and a Publican,
of' a prodigal son, of' a feast meant for others but
given to the poor, of guests rejected because unsuit-
ably dressed, of laborers who gr1.lrnbleat the wage
paid to others. But it is only rarely that the resem-
blance between these and the Gospel parables is so
close as to suggest any direct relationship, and it
is probable that the parallelism is in all cases to be
accounted f'orby the fact that behind both lies a
comrnon background of popular tale~ and illustrations
and Scripture expositions • • ••

It is interesting to note that upon examination
these materials show the same general classifications as
have already been discovered in the Synoptics, the Old

T'estament and the Apo cr-yphaI v!ritings: similies, parables
proper, allegories, example stories, wise sayings, and
other minor forms. It is impossible to classify them

r 19iclly.
One example of the remarkable parallels between

the Rabb LnLc and the SynOI)cic pa rab Les will perhaps be
sufficient for the needs of this paper. The following is
a Rabbinic parable similar to the parable of the Two Houses:

Ipeldman, op. cit., pp. 227-228.
op. cit., p. 70.
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A man who does many good works and has learn8~
much 'I'or-ah, to what. is he like? To a man 'whobuilds
below wi.th stones and then with (mud) bricks; and
when much water comes and stands round the wa'l I.s, it
does not wash them from their place.

But the man who does marry good works and has
learned Torah, to what is he like? To a man who builds
flrst with bricks and afterwards with stones; and when
little water comes it demolishes them at once.l

The Gospel parable of similar nature is given by Matthew,

as f'ollows:

Everyone therefore that heareth these words of
mine, and doeth them, shall be likened unto a wise
man, who bullt his house upon the rock: and the
rain descended, and the floods carne, and the winds
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not:
for it was f'ound ed upon a rock.

And everyone that heareth these words of mine
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish
man, who built his house upon the sand: and the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,
and ~mot~ upo~ that~h~use; and it fell: and great
was ~he raIl ~hereoL.

Many other examples could be cited, but this one
is sufficient for the purpose here, to show that there are
remarkable parallels between the parables of the Synoptics

and those of the Rabbis.
A word of warning is in order. There is general

agreement among such scbolars as Oesterley and Feldman

that:

One cannot, riowe ver , fail to notice the immense
difference both in subject-rnatter and treatment and
above all, in application, between the Gospel parables

2Matt. 7:24-27.
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and those of the Rabbis; interesting and instructive
as the latter often are, they stand on an altogether
lower plarie, It is not prejudice that prornpts us to
say this--far from that, we have a feelinE of warm
sympathy viTith a great deal of the Rabbini cal t.eacbLng ;
but we are convinced that any impartial reader of the
two sets of parables, the Gospel and the Rabbinical,
will be forced to admit that the latter compare very
unfavorably with the former.l

The greatest significance of these Rabbinical

parables is not in their parallels with the Synoptic materials,
however. The manner in which these parables were used, and
the vmy in which they were understood by their hearers are

the important matters. These points will be used in con-

structing the set of principles in Chapter V.

10esterley, op cit., pn_. 10-11. C' D Ld_ _I-' 08ee'e .man, op. cit.,
p. 244 for a similar statement.


