
M
ike 

B
IL

L
 

S
E

N
N

E
T

T
 

C
o

n
g

ratu
latin

g
 

M
ike's 

fath
er 

ab
o

u
t 

his 
stalw

art 
son's 

b
ein

g
 

b
ro

u
g

h
t 

in
to

 
th

e 

w
o

rld
 

w
as 

like 
co

n
g

ratu
latin

g
 

a 
K

an
sas 

farm
er w

ho h
ad

 ju
st lost his h

o
m

e in
 o

n
e 

of those tw
isters fol' w

h
ich

 th
e Jay

h
aw

k
er 

S
tate is 

noted. 
T

h
e 

p
rin

cip
al 

d
ifferen

ce 

b
etw

een
 

M
ike 

an
d

 
a 

to
rn

ad
o

 
is 

th
a
t 

a 

to
rn

ad
o

 is u
su

ally
 o

v
er in

 a 
flash. 

M
ik

e 

goes 
on 

an
d

 
on. 

M
ike 

is 
m

y
 

sister's 
y

o
u

n
g

est 
b

o
y

o 

H
e 

w
as 

b
o

rn
 

on 
N

o
v

em
b

er 
23, 

1939. 

L
ittle d

id
 th

e fam
ily

 realize as th
ey

 gazed 

at th
is little ch

eru
b

 w
ith

 th
e angelic face 

th
at th

ey
 w

ere looking at a 
rein

carn
atio

n
 

oí "P
eck

's B
ad

 B
oy." 

T
h

e m
atern

al si d
e 

of 
th

e fam
ily

 feels 
su

re th
at M

ik
e in

h
er­

ited 
h

is 
sw

eet 
disposition 

fro
m

 
th

e 

p
atern

al 
side. 

M
ike failed 

to 
d

isp
lay

 
an

y
 hom

icidal 
tendencies 

u
n

til 
h

e 
h

ad
 

reach
ed

 
th

e 
rip

e 

old 
age 

of six
teen

 m
o

n
th

s. 
It w

as 
on a 

S
atu

rd
ay

 
aftern

o
o

n
 

th
at 

1 
w

as 
h

o
n

o
red

 

w
ith

 
th

e 
task

 
of 

g
u

ard
in

g
 

th
is 

little 
b

u
n

d
le of innocence an

d
 d

elig
h

t fro
m

 an
y

 

h
arm

 th
at m

ig
h

t befall h
im

. 
O

u
r m

o
th

­

ers, 
arm

ed
 

to 
th

e 
teeth

 
w

ith
 

ad
v

ertisin
g

 
m

atter 
an

d
 

som
e 

of 
m

y
 

fath
er's 

h
ard

 

earn
ed

 cash, 
h

ad
 sallied fo

rth
 o

n
 a 

sh
o

p
­

p
in

g
 

expedition. 
M

ike 
w

as 
ch

eerfu
lly

 

p
lay

in
g

 in
 his p

lay
-p

en
, an

d
 1 w

as stretch
­

ed fu
ll-len

g
th

 on th
e couch listen

in
g

 to a 
football 

gam
e. 

1 
m

u
st 

h
av

e 
dozed 

off, 
beca use 

th
e 

n
ex

t 
th

in
g

 
1 

rem
em

b
er 

w
as 

th
at 

1 
ju

m
p

ed
 

to 
m

y
 

feet 
th

in
k

in
g

 
th

e 
ceiling 

h
ad

 
caved 

in. 
1 

w
as 

m
istak

en
. 

It w
as 

only 
lovable 

H
ttle 

M
ike, 

stan
d

in
g

 

th
ere 

w
ith

 
a 

w
ick

ed
 

g
leam

 
in

 
h

is 
b

ig
 

b
ro

w
n

 
eyes 

an
d

 
a 

tack
 

h
am

m
er 

in
 

h
is 

h
an

d
. 

T
h

e 
big 

b
ro

w
n

 
eyes 

w
ith

 
tears 

rep
lacin

g
 th

e w
ick

ed
 gleam

 
w

ere all th
at 

k
ep

t 
m

e 
from

 
"n

ep
h

ew
icid

e." 
D

esp
ite 

th
e 

h
u

g
e 

lu
m

p
 

o
n

 
m

y
 

h
ead

, 
1 

h
ad

 
g

reat 

difficulty co
n

v
in

cin
g

 m
y

 ev
er-lo

v
in

g
 sister 

th
a
t 

h
er 

p
rid

e 
an

d
 

jo
y

 h
ad

 
attack

ed
 

m
e 

w
ith

 
m

ay
h

em
 

in
 

h
is 

h
eart. 

M
ik

e's b
ro

w
n

 ey
es are h

is ch
ief sto

ck
 

in 
trad

e. 
A

b
o

u
t th

ree w
eek

s ag
o

 1 to
o

k
 

h
im

 to
 

th
e g

ro
cery

 w
ith

 m
e, an

d
, as soon 

as 
w

e 
en

tered
, 

w
o

m
en

 b
eg

an
 co

m
m

en
tin

g
 

o
n

 
h

is 
b

eau
tifu

l 
ey

es 
an

d
 

p
resu

m
ab

ly
 

sw
eet 

d
isp

o
sitio

n
. 

M
ik

e 
sto

o
d

 
d

em
u

rely
 

by, 
tak

in
g

 
all 

o
f 

th
is 

in
 

an
d

 
p

ro
b

ab
ly

 

th
in

k
in

g
, 

"W
h

at 
fools 

th
ese 

m
o

rtals 
b

e." 

1 
w

as 
g

o
in

g
 

o
n

 ab
o

u
t 

m
y

 
b

u
sin

ess 
w

h
en

 

su
d

d
en

ly
 

1 
h

eard
, 

"
.... an

d
 

th
e 

little 

d
ev

il 
p

u
lled

 
it 

rig
h

t 
off 

h
is 

h
ead

!" 
1 

w
as 

afraid
 

to
 

look 
aro

u
n

d
, 

b
u

t 
100k 

1 

m
u

st. 
T

h
ere 

sto
o

d
 

M
ik

e, 
leerin

g
 
a
t 

m
e 

fro
m

 
th

e 
d

o
o

rw
ay

, 
w

ith
 a 

m
alicio

u
s 

g
rin

 

o
n

 
h

is 
fa ce 

an
d

 
a 

sallo
r 

cap
 

co
ck

ed
 

jau
n

tily
 

o
n

 
h

is 
h

ead
. 

1 
retriev

ed
 

th
e 

h
at 

as 
q

u
ick

ly
 

as 
possible, 

re
tu

rn
e
d

 
it 

to
 

th
e 

b
aw

lin
g

 
b

ra
t 

w
h

o
se 

m
o

th
er 

h
a
d

 

spoken, 
an

d
 sto

le sllen
tly

 fro
m

 
th

e 
sto

re. 

M
ik

e 
is 

k
n

o
w

n
 

as 
th

e
 

"R
o

selaw
n

 

te
rro

r"-R
o

se
la

w
n

 b
ein

g
 th

e sectio
n

 o
f th

e
 

city
 

in
 

w
h

ich
 

w
e 

d
w

ell. 
It 

is 
w

ell 

k
n

o
w

n
 th

a
t w

h
en

 M
ik

e co
m

es o
u

t th
e
 rest 

of 
th

e 
ch

ild
ren

 
go 

in
. 

H
is 

ad
v

en
t 

re., 

sem
b

les 
th

e
 

ap
p

ro
aeh

 
o

f 
a 

sw
arm

 
o

f 

loeusts, 
0

1
' 

a 
lep

er, in
 th

e reactio
n

 th
a
t it 

b
rin

g
s fo

rth
. 

M
o

th
ers scu

rry
 h

ith
e
r an

d
 

y
o

n
, g

u
id

in
g

 th
eir flocks 

to
 safety

; 
o

th
ers 

ru
sh

 
to

 
th

e 
p

h
o

n
e 

an
d

 
p

lead
 

w
ith

 
th

eir 

d
o

w
n

-th
e-street 

n
eig

h
b

o
rs 

to
 

tak
e 

th
e 

y
o

u
n

g
sters 

in
to

 
th

eir 
h

o
u

ses, 
as 

th
e 

d
is­

tan
ee 

is 
to

o
 

g
reat 

fo
r 

th
em

 
to

 
m

ak
e 

it 

h
o

m
e. 

W
h

en
 

1 
w

alk
 

d
o

w
n

 
th

e 
sh'eet, 

1 can
 fe el th

e ey
es b

u
rn

in
g

 in
to

 m
y

 back, 

an
d

 
1 

can
 

alm
o

st 
h

ear, 
"T

h
ere 

goes 
th

e 

little 
b

rat's 
u

n
cle," 

-
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2
-


