
T
he O

ld M
an 

W
IL

L
IA

M
 

L
. 

P
IT

T
M

A
N

 

S
eated

 in
 th

e co
n

n
in

g
 to

w
er 

0
1

' stan
d

­

in
g

 
o

n
 

th
e 

b
rid

g
e 

d
ressed

 
in

 
a 

su
it 

o
I 

n
o

n
d

escrip
t 

k
h

ak
is 

w
ith

 
h

is 
cap

 
set 

a
t 

a 

rak
ish

 
n

o
n

-regu
latio

n
 

an
g

le, 
h

e 
is 

p
e
r­

fectly at ease.
· 

H
e seem

s to
 

b
e as 

m
u

ch
 

at ease th
ere as in

 h
is h

o
u

se in
 C

alifo
rn

ia
. 

A
 

p
ictu

re 
o

f 
th

e 
A

d
m

iral 
sh

o
w

s 
th

e 

benevo
len

t g
rin

 b
y

 w
h

ich
 h

e is reco
g

n
ized. 

T
h

e ru
g

g
ed

, lined
 face, w

ith
 th

e tin
y

 b
llle 

eyes 
a n

d
 

ov
erh

an
g

in
g 

b
ro

w
s, 

reflects 
th

e
 

life 
an

d
 

d
isp

o
sitio

n
 

of 
th

is 
g

en
ial 

m
aster 

m
in

d
 

of 
n

av
al 

w
arfare. 

H
is 

b
o

d
y

 
is 

as 

ru
g

g
ed

 as th
e life h

e h
as ledo 

H
is clo

th
es 

h
an

g o
n

 a 
co

m
p

act, p
o

w
erfu

l fram
e. 

H
e 

once 
p

ro
u

d
ly

 w
o

re 
th

e 
co

v
eted

 
N

 
o

f 
th

e 

n
aval 

acad
em

y
 an

d
 

n
o

w
, 

ju
st as 

p
ro

u
d

ly
, 

sh
ow

s 
som

e 
o

f 
th

e 
co

u
n

try
's 

h
ig

h
est 

d
e­

co
ration

s. 

T
h

e resp
ect h

e receiv
es fro

m
 

h
is 

m
en

 

is 
n

o
t 

d
eriv

ed
 

f1'om
 

th
e 

fo
u

r 
stal's 

h
e 

w
ears 

o
n

 
his 

sh
o

u
ld

ers 
b

ecau
se 

th
ey

 

salu
te 

h
im

, 
a
n

d
 

n
o

t 
h

is 
ran

k
. 

T
hey 

k
n

o
w

 
h

e 
h

as 
th

e
 sk

ill, th
e
 d

eterm
in

atio
n

, 

th
e 

in
testin

al 
fo

rtitu
d

e 
to

 
carry

 
o

u
t 

the 

m
o

st 
d

em
an

d
in

g
 

assig
n

m
en

ts. 
T

hey 

k
n

o
w

 
h

e 
w

o
u

ld 
n

o
t 

ask
 

o
f 

th
em

 
m

ore 

th
a
n

 h
e h

im
self w

o
u

ld
 d

o
 

0
1

' h
as done. 

T
h

is 
little 

m
a
n

 
w

ith
 

th
e 

stro
n

g
 chin 

h
as 

b
eco

m
e a

n
 alm

o
st leg

en
d

ary
 figure to 

th
e 

m
en 

in
 

h
is 

S
o

u
th

 
P

acific 
squadron. 

H
e 

is 
a 

"g
o

o
d

 Jo
e

" 
to

 
th

o
u

san
d

s of m
en, 

an
d

 in
 th

e N
av

y
 th

is is o
n

e o
f th

e highest 

co
m

p
lim

en
ts 

p
aid

. 
T

o
 

th
e 

m
en

 
under 

h
is 

co
m

m
an

d
 

h
e
 

is 
"T

h
e 

O
ld

 
M

an." 

T
h

is 
m

ean
s 

n
o

t o
n

ly
 th

a
t h

e 
is th

e com
­

m
an

d
er, 

b
u

t 
th

a
t 

h
e
 

is 
fath

er, 
m

other, 

an
d

 
g

u
ard

ia n 
o

f 
th

e
ir 

safety
. 

1 
do 

n
o

t 
b

eliev
e 

th
ere 

is 
a 

m
ore 

fam
iliar 

0
1

' 
b

elo
v

ed
 

sig
h

t 
in

 
th

e 
w

hole 

S
o

u
th 

P
acific 

th
a
n

 
th

e
 

w
rin

k
led

 
su

it 
of 

k
h

ak
is 

a
n

d
 

b
a
tte

red 
su

n
 

h
elm

et 
housing 

th
e 

ro
b

u
st 

b
o

d
y

 
a
n

d
 

fertile 
m

in
d

 
of 

A
d

m
iral 

W
illiam

 
F

. 
H

alsey
 

U
. 

S
. 

N
. 

1 E
xam

ine M
y Instructors 

JE
A

N
N

E
 

S
U

T
T

O
N

 

T
h

e 
ro

o
m

 
w

as 
d

ead
ly

 
quieto 

T
h

e 

sou
n

d
 

o
í 

scratch
in

g
 

p
en

s 
w

as 
th

e 
o

n
ly

 

noise 
w

h
ich

 
d

ared
 

to 
b

reak
 

th
e 

silen
ce. 

S
om

eone 
sig

h
ed

 
once, 

an
d

 
fo

u
r 

h
ead

s 

tu
rn

ed
 

accu
sing

ly
 

to
w

ard
 

th
e 

o
ffen

d
er, 

w
ho 

d
ro

p
p

ed
 

his 
h

ead
 an

d
 

h
id

 
h

is 
crim

­

so
n

in
g 

ch
eek

s 
in

 
sh

am
e. 

O
u

tsid
e 

th
e 

d
o

o
r, 

w
h

ich
 

w
as 

p
ad

lo
ck

ed
 

w
ith

 
a
n

 

en
o

rm
o

us 
b

all 
an

d
 

ch
ain

, 
a 

p
in

 
d

ro
p

p
ed

, 

an
d

 
six

 
professo

rs 
ju

m
p

ed
 

fro
m

 
th

eir 

seats; 
b

u
t 

th
ey

 
san

k
 

b
ack

 
ag

ain
, 

rem
em

-

bel'in
g

 
th

a
t 

th
e
y

 
m

u
st 

fin
ish

 
before 

1 

s h
o

u
ld

 
d

eclare 
th

e
ir 

tim
e 

w
as 

u
p

 
and 

s h
o

u
ld

 
d

ecid
e, 

o
n

 
th

e
 

b
asis 

o
f 

unfinished 
p

ap
ers, 

to
 

flu
n

k
 

th
e
m

 
al!. 

T
h

is 
w

as 
th

e 
g

reatest 
m

o
m

en
t of m

y 

liC
eo 

1 
h

ad
 

u
n

d
el' 

m
y

 
ab

so
lu

te 
pow

er 

six 
m

em
b

ers 
o

í th
e
 B

u
tler facu

lty
, an

d
 1 

w
as 

g
iv

in
g

 
th

em
 

th
e
 

to
u

g
h

est 
an

d
 

the 

h
ard

est 
ex

am
in

atio
n 

th
a
t 

m
y

 
b

rain
 could 

co
n

ceiv
e. 

1 rem
em

b
er o

n
e q

u
estio

n
 very 

w
ell; 

it 
co

n
cern

ed 
th

e 
ex

act 
n

u
m

b
er 

of 

-
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iam
b

ic 
feet 

reach
in

g
 

fro
m

 
J

ell 
H

a
ll 

to
 

th
e 

S
ch

ool 
of 

R
elig

io
n

. 
1 

d
id

n
't 

e
x

p
ect 

them
 

to 
g

et 
th

a
t 

o
n

e. 

1 
h

ad
 

req
u

ired
 

a 
w

ritten
, 

n
o

tarized
 

st.atem
en

t 
th

at 
th

e
y

 
h

a
d

 
each

 
stu

died
 

from
 

sev
en

 
o

'clo
ck

 
th

e 
p

reced
in

g
 ev

en
in

g
 

u
ntil 

th
ree 

th
e 

n
e
x

t 
m

o
rn

in
g

, 
an

d
 

so 
1 

!m
ew

 th
ey

 w
ere in

 n
o

 co
n

d
itio

n
 to u

n
d

er­

go o
n

e o
f m

y
 tests. 

M
y
.
.
.
.
 p

rofesso
r 

look
ed

 
terrib

ly 
h

ag
g

ard. 
1 

rem
em

b
er 

she b
o

th
ered

 m
e 

con
stan

tly
 b

y 
ask

in
g 

m
e 

w
hat 

1 
h

ad
 

w
ritte

n
 

o
n

 
th

e
 

b
o

ard
, 

p
re­

tend
in

g
 th

at sh
e co

u
ld

n
't rea

d 
m

y w
ritin

g
. 

1 too
k

 h
e
r g

rad
e d

o
w

n
 tw

o
 p

o
ints fo

r 
that! 

B
ut 

th
e 

one 
w

h
o

 
w

as 
re

a
lly 

u
n

d
er 

th
e 

w
eath

er 
w

as 
m

y
 .

.
.
.
 p

ro
fessor. 

Y
ou 

see it w
as su

ch 
a 

strain
 fo

r 
him

 
to 

h
a v

e 

m
e do 

th
e talk

in
g

, 
an

d
 h

e w
a

s so 
u

n
u

sed 

to 
w

ritin
g

. 
H

e 
p

ro
b

ab
ly

 
h

asn
't 

d
on

e 
a 

thin
g 

b
u

t 
taIk

 fo
r 

so
 m

an
y

 
y

ears th
a

t 
h

e 

w
as 

really
 

su
fferin

g
. 

In
 

Ia
ct 

h
is 

face 

w
as 

actu
ally

 red
 froll1 

th
e 

effo
rt of 

h
old

­

ing 
b

ack
 

h
is 

w
o

rd
s. 

M
y

 
assistan

t 
h

a
d

 frisk
ed 

th
e 

p
ro

fes­

sors fo
r possible crib

s b
efo re th

ey sta
rted

. 

S
h

e m
u

st 
h

a v
e m

issed
 on

e 01' 
tw

o, th
ou

gh, 

becau
se 

1 
cau

gh
t 

m
y

 .
..

. pro
fessor 

holdi n
g

 
o

u
t 

h
is 

fo
ot 

to 
th

e .
.
.

. p1'ofes-

sor, 
an

d
 

discov
ared 

th
at 

th
e
 

d
ate 

o
f 

th
e 

en
d

 of th
e w

ar w
a
s w

ritten
 on it. 

W
h

en
 

h
e saw

 
m

e d
escen

d
in

g w
ith

 m
y h

o
rsew

h
ip

 

in
 

h
an

d
, 

h
e scuffed 

if 
off 

o
n 

th
e 

flú
or. 

A
s 

th
e tim

e 
g1'ew

 sh
o

rte1', 1 go
t a 

big 

b
au

g 
o

u
t 

o
f th

eir 
fra

ntic 
g

asp
s an

d 
thei1' 

fu
rtive 

1001l:s at 
o

u
e 

ano
the1"s p

apers. 
It 

w
as in 

so
m

e 
w

a
ys 

a 
big 

sh
o

ck
 to 

m
e 

as 

1 
h

ad 
p

re
v

iously
 

su
p

p
osed

 
p

rofesso1's 
to 

b
e so h

o
n

o
rab

le! 
B

u
t liv

e a
n

d
 learn

. 
1 

)m
ow

 
w

h
ich

 
on

es 
ch

eated, 
a

n
d

 th
e
y

 
w

ill 

su
fIer 

acco
rd

ingly. 
1 h

av
e 

a
rrang

ed
 fo

r 

all th
cir classes n

ex
t 

sem
ester 

to b
e 

filled 

w
ith

 
G

rad
e e 

11101'ons. 
It 

m
ay 

n
o

t 
b

e 

n
m

ch 
o

f a 
ch

an
ge, 

b
u

t at 
le

ast 1 can 
try

 

it 
out. 

F
in

ally
 

th
e 

la
st 

secon
d 

h
ad 

a1'rived. 

V
iith 

co
n

certed 
cfIort 

th
ey

 
w

rote 
d

o
w

n
 

th
c last w

o
rd

. 
P

cn
s stoppe

d 
th

eir 
h

id
e-

o
u

s 
n

oisc. 
T

h
ey

 
b

egan 
to 

b
reath

e 
lik

e 

h
u

m
an 

b
ein

gs ag
ain

. 
1 w

en
t to th

e d
oor, 

u
n

 lock
ed

 th
e pa

d
locl~, an

d let 
o

ut m
y 

p
ro

-

fcssors. 
T

he 
ex

a
m

in
ation 

w
as 

ov
ero 

T
he U

nconquerable H
ero 

J
EA

N
 

H
A

N
cocK

 

"E
ek

! 
B

an
g

! O
u

ch
! 

D
on

't g
ct ex

cited, 

M
ot h

er; 1 ju
st sk

id
d

ed
 on 

ih
a

t 
ru

g 
ag

a
in. 

Isn't it a
t all p

o
ssib

le to 
b

u
y

 
él 

n
ew

 o
n

e? 

1 
don

't 
th

in
k

 
1'11 

b
e
 

ab
le 

to
 

stan
d

 
th

is 

little 
sp

ecim
en

 
a
n

y
 

lo
n

ger." 

T
h

is 
ru

g
 

th
at 

1 
call 

th
e 

U
n

co
n

qu
er­

able 
H

e
ro 

resid
es 

b
e
tw

een
 

th
e 

k
itch

en
 

an
d th

e d
in

in
g

 ro
o

m
. 

O
f co

u
rse, th

e rug 

alw
ays 

reclin
es 

in
 

th
e 

d
oorw

a
y

-h
is 

favorite 
n

ap
p

in
g

 
p

lace 
an

d
 

m
y 

fav
o

rite 

landin
g

 place. 
B

etw
ix

t th
e tw

o of u
s w

e 

do 
n

o
t 

g
et 

alo
n

g
 

so
 

w
ell. 

B
u

t 
try

 
to 

ex
plain 

ihis 
to 

M
oth

er. 
T

h
e 

little 
1'ag 

ru
g

 
is 

h
e!' 

pet 
o

f 
a11 

th
e 

ru
g

s 
in 

th
e 

w
h

o
le 

h
o

u
se 

sin
ce 

she 
sp

ent 
m

any 
p

re­

cio
us 

h
o

u
rs 

stitch
in

g 
him

 
to

g
ether. 

1 
h

av
e 

th
ou

g
h

t 
of 

sev
era

l 
w

ays 
b

y
 

w
hich 

to 
av

oid 
th

e 
u

n
desirab

le 
conflict 

b
etw

een 
th

e 
ru

g 
a

n
d

 
p

o
rtion

s 
oí 

m
y

 

an
ato

m
y. 

W
hy 

cou
ld

 
1 

n
ot 

p
u

t 
a 

sign 

cau
tion

in
g

 m
e, as 

w
ell as th

e 
m

any o
th

er 

v
ictim

s, 
to

 
slow

 
d

o
w

n 
fo

r 
th

e
 

d
ang

e1'ou
s 

crossing? 
A

noth
e1' 

idea, 
w

hich 
m

ig
h

t 

accid
en

tly
 

w
o

rk
, 

is 
to 

b
u

ild 
a 

pon
tao

n
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