
b
rid

g
e 

o
v

er 
th

e 
ru

g
 

as 
th

e 
S

eab
ees 

d
o

. 

B
u

t 
th

e 
b

est 
an

d
 

m
o

st 
sen

sib
le 

id
ea, 

1 

d
ecid

e 
after 

lo
n

g
 

co
n

sid
eratio

n
, 

is 
sim

p
ly

 

to 
m

o
v

e 
th

e 
ru

g
 

to
 

so
m

e 
d

eso
late 

c
o

rn
e
r 

b
eh

in
d

 
a 

n
ice co

m
fo

rtab
le c

h
a
ir. 

1 h
a
v

e
 

also
 

d
eb

ated
 

m
an

y
 

tim
es 

w
ith

 
m

y
 

co
n

­

scien
ce 

ab
o

u
t 

q
u

ietly
 

slip
p

in
g

 
fro

m
 

m
y

 

ro
o

m
, after ev

ery
o

n
e is d

ead
 to th

e
 w

o
rld

, 

an
d

 
b

u
ild

in
g

 
a 

p
leasan

t 
b

o
n

fire 
w

ith
 

th
is 

cu
n

n
in

g
 little ru

g
 as fu

el. 
B

u
t th

a
t id

ea 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

r in
g

 fo
rth

 
th

e 
p

ro
b

lem
 

o
f 

g
ettin

g
 

a 
n

ew
 

ru
g

, 
w

h
ich

 
m

ig
h

t 
n

o
t 

fit 
in

 
w

ith
 

th
e 

su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
s, 

eith
er. 

N
o

, 
1 

a
m

 

o
p

p
o

sed
 

to
 

a
ll 

th
ese 

p
o

licies 
an

d
 

h
a ve 

d
ecid

ed
 

to
 

m
e
e
t 

th
e
 

ru
g

 
o

n
 

h
is 

ow
n 

b
a
ttle

g
ro

u
n

d
 w

ith
 b

e
tte

r w
eap

o
n

s th
an

 he. 

T
h

e
 la

st tim
e 1 w

e
n

t 
h

o
m

e, 1 greeted 

m
y

 
d

e
a
r 

en
em

y
, 

th
e 

ru
g

, 
w

ith
 a 

cautious 

step
. 

A
las! 

H
e 

h
e
a
rd

 
m

e 
com

ing. 

Ju
st 

as 
1 

w
a
s 

g
in

g
erly

 
tak

in
g

 
th

e 
last 

step
s, th

e
 ru

g
 l'u

sh
ed

 fro
m

 u
n

d
e
r m

y
 feet, 

lcav
in

g
 

m
e 

b
reath

lessly
 

try
in

g
 

to
 

regain 

m
y

 
d

ig
n

ity
. 

T
h

is 
little 

o
ld

 
ru

g
 

is 
still 

th
e 

U
n

co
n

q
u

e
ra

b
le 

H
ero

 .
.
.
 b

u
t he does 

110t 
trip

 
m

e 
a
n

y
 

m
o

re. 
1 

ap
p

ro
ach

 the 

b
tc

h
e
n

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
t h

e 
h

a
ll 

d
o

o
r. 

It C
ould H

appen O
nly To M

e 
D

E
'l'T

Y
 

F
E

R
G

U
S

O
N

 

P
rep

are 
fo

r 
th

e 
in

v
a

siun! 
T

h
is 

is 

rny slo
g

an
 as 1 p

u
t th

e v
ases, th

e
 im

p
o

rted
 

lam
p

, 
a

n
d

 
th

e 
little 

k
n

ick
k

n
ack

s 
th

a
t 

u
s­

u
ally

 
g

r ace 
o

u
r 

h
o

m
e 

in
to

 
th

e
 

b
ack

 
o

f 
a 

seclu
d

ed
 

closet. 
E

v
ery

 
b

re
a
k

a
b

le
 

o
b

ject 

m
u

st 
b

e 
o

u
t 

o
f 

sig
h

t 
b

efo
re 

m
y

 
elev

en
 

co
u

sin
s 

arriv
e 

fo
r 

th
e 

an
n

u
al 

p
a
rty

 
th

a
t 

1, as th
e old

est co
u

sin
, a

m
 o

b
lig

ed
 to

 h
av

e 

fo
r 

th
em

. 
M

y
 co

u
sin

s ran
g

e in
 3

g
e lro

m
 

tin
y

 
b

ab
es-in

-arm
s 

to
 

th
irte

e
n

 
y

e
"f 

o
ld

 

n
eo

p
h

ytes, 
an

d
 

all 
o

f 
th

em
 

co
m

e 
to

 
th

is 

p
a
rty

 
ex

cep
t 

th
o

se 
w

h
o

 
are 

su
ff€

ril!g
 

a
t 

th
e 

tim
e 

fro
m

 
m

easles, 
m

u
m

p
s, 

w
h

o
o

p
in

g
 

co
u

g
h

, ch
ick

en
 p

o
x

, 
0

1
' so

m
e 

o
th

e
r p

lag
u

e 

o
f 

ch
ild

h
o

od. 

A
t 

th
e 

ap
p

o
in

ted
 

tim
e 

th
e
y

 
c
h

a
rg

e
 

in
to

 
th

e 
h

o
u

se, 
th

eir 
lu

sty
 

y
o

u
n

g
 

v
o

ices 

lead
in

g
 

th
e 

attack
. 

W
ith

 
th

e
ir 

a
rriv

a
l 

co
m

e th
e
 p

ro
b

lem
s o

f k
eep

in
g

 th
em

 e
n

te
r­

tain
ed

 
an

d
 

k
eep

in
g

 
th

em
 

fro
m

 
d

issectin
g

 

th
e 

few
 

p
ieces 

o
f 

fu
rn

itu
re

 
th

a
t 

h
a v

e 

b
een

 left in
 th

e h
o

u
se. 

1 lm
o"", th

a
t e

a
c
h

 

o
f th

ese d
e
a
r ch

eru
b

s h
as h

a
d

 th
e
 p

ro
p

e
r 

train
in

g
 

fro
m

 
th

e 
crad

le 
to

 
th

e
 

p
re

se
n

t 

t im
e, 

y
c

t 
th

cy
 

a11 
see

m
 

to 
fo

rg
et 

their 

c
a
re

fu
l 

m
a
n

n
e
rs 

a
t 

th
e
 

p
recise 

m
om

ent 

th
e
y

 
e
n

te
r 

o
u

r 
h

o
u

se, 
w

h
ich

 is 
converted 

in
to

 
a 

eo
m

b
in

atio
n

 
ra

c
e
 tra

c
k

a
n

d
 battle­

field 
as 

m
y

 
b

elo
v

ed
 

co
u

sin
s 

sp
rin

g
 

into 

actio
n

. 
M

o
re 

a
n

d
 

m
o

re th
e
 

actio
n

 d
rifts 

to
w

a
rd

 
th

e
 

cla
sh 

o
f 

th
e 

tw
o

 
opposing 

a
rm

ie
s 

th
a
t a

re
 

b
a
ttlin

g
 
it 

o
u

t 
across the 

su
ía

 
in

 
th

e
 

l iv
in

g
 

ro
o

m
. 

T
h

ey
 

have 

b
k

e
n

 th
e
 

ex
p

ressio
n

 "o
v

e
r th

e to
p

" quite 

serio
u

sJy
, 

a
n

d
 

th
e
y

 
p

ro
ceed

 
to

 
go 

"o ver 

th
e
 

to
p

" 
o

f th
e
 so

fa. 
1 h

ad
 visions of a 

b
ro

k
e
n

 
sp

rin
g

 
p

o
p

p
in

g
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 

th
e 

up­

h
o

lstry
 

a
t 

a
n

y
 

m
o

m
en

to
 

A
s 

1 
saw

 
the 

ch
ild

re
n

 m
a
u

lin
g

 b
o

th 
th

em
selv

es and the 

iu
rn

itu
re

, 
1 

re
a

lized 
th

a
t 

so
m

eth
in

g
 m

ust 

L
e 

d
o

n
e 

to
 

h
a
lt 

th
e
 

ev
er-g

ro
w

in
g

 
tussle, 

so
 

1 
h

a
u

le
d

 
o

u
t 

th
e
 

P
in

-th
e-T

ail-o
n

-the-

D
o

n
k

ey
 

g;:¡m
e. 

T
h

e
y

 
w

ere 
relu

ctan
t 

to 

g
iv

e 
u

p
 

th
e
ir 

g
lo

rio
u

s 
fig

h
t 

fo
r 

a 
quiet 

g;:¡m
c 

su
ch

 
as 

th
is, 

b
u

t 
th

e
 

p
ro

m
ise 

of a 

p
r ize 

fin
ally

 
in

d
u

c
ed

 
th

em
 

to
 

concentrate 

o
n 

th
e
 

g
am

e. 
S

a
id 

g
am

e 
w

as 
not 

as 

q
u

ie
t 

as 
1 

ex
p

ected
. 

T
h

l'ee 
y

ear 
old 

-
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E
d

d
ie 

aro
u

scd 
a 

g
o

o
d

 
d

cal 
01 

ex
citelllen

t 

w
h

en
 h

e th
ru

st h
is 

w
eap

o
n

 in
to

 h
is sistel' 

JI1stead
 

of 
in

to
 

th
e 

card
b

o
ard

 
d

o
n

k
ey

. 

F
leased

 
a

t 
th

e 
l'esult 

of 
h

is 
im

p
ish

n
ess, 

E
d

die 
p

ro
ceed

ed
 

to
 

d
o

 
th

e 
sam

e 
th

in
g

 
to 

c.n
e 

of 
h

is 
co

u
sin

s 
an

d
 

th
en

 
to

 
an

o
th

er 

befo
re 

h
e 

co
u

ld
 

fina
lly 

b
e 

sto
p

p
ed

. 

L
o

o
k

in
g

 
a
t 

th
e 

teal'-stain
ed

 
faces 

of 
111y 

yo
u

n
g co

u
sin

s, 
1 w

o
n

d
ere

d 
w

h
y 

th
e 

m
311

-

u
factu

rers 
ad

v
ertised 

th
is 

g
am

e 
as 

th
c 

g
am

e 
fol' 

y
o

u
n

g 
ch

ild
re

n
. 

1 
attem

p
ted 

to
 

l'ectify
 

111y 
erro

r 
b

y 

h
av

in
g

 
th

em
 

p
lay

 
M

u
sical 

C
hail'. 

B
o

y
s 

an
d ¡;irls w

ere b
o

th 
slu

g
g

in
g 

0
11

C
 an

oth
er; 

th
e 

y
o

u
n

g
est 

to
ts 

w
ere 

ta
k

in
g 

q
u

ite 
a 

b
eatin

g
. 

1 
stop

p
ed

 
th

is 
g

am
e 

il1lm
ed

i­

;-¡tely
 

an
d

 
aw

ard
ed

 
th

e 
p

rize 
to 

C
h

arles 

bC
'cause h

e h
ad

 b
eh

av
ed

 th
e 

b
e

~;t. 
E

v
ery

­

on
e 

b
egan 

to 
p

o
u

t, 
so 

1 
b

ad
 

1.0 
p

resel1t 

ev
eryone 

a 
p

rize 
ju

st 
to 

"];:ccp 
peace 

ir) 

th
c 

fam
ily." 

B
efo

re 
th

ey
 

h
ad

 
a 

ch
an

ce 

1.0 
b

cco
m

e 
d

issatisfied 
w

itb
 

1.heir 
g

ifts, 
1 

ilu
s tlcd 

1.h
em

 
off 

to
 

th
e 

d
in

in
g

 
ro

o
m

 
for 

refrcsh
m

en
ts. 

T
h

is 
p

lan
 

also 
backfil'ed

. 

N
o

t on
e of th

e ch
ildl'en

 W
,lS satisfied w

ith
 

h
is p

ap
el' h

at, so 
a
m

a
d 

scram
b

le 
en

su
ed

, 

in 
w

h
ich 

p
apel' 

h
ats 

w
ere 

g
rab

b
ed

 
fro

m
 

on
e 

an
o

th
er 

an
d

. to
rn

 
to 

shl'eds. 
T

h
is 

p
ro

b
ab

ly 
w

o
u

ld 
h

av
e 

p
ro

v
ed 

eatastrop
h

ic 

h
ad

 n
o

t 
th

e 
refresh

m
en

ts b
een

 b
ro

u
g

h
t in 

a
t th

a
t tim

e. 
M

o
st o

f tb
e child

ren
 d

iv
ed

 

fu
rio

u
sly

 
in

to
 

eatin
g

 
th

e 
l'efresh

m
en1.s, 

b
u

t a 
fe

w
 

o
f th

em
, w

h
o h

ad
 

p
aid

 
a 

p
re­

vio
u

s 
call 

to
 

th
e 

k
itch

en
, 

h
ad

 
alread

y
 

stu
ffed th

em
selves, so 1.hey 111e1'c1y 

m
in

ced
 

o
v

er 
th

e 
fo

o
d

 
an

d
 

th
en

 
b

eg
an

 
1.0 

th
ro

w
 

ch
u

n
k

s o
f cak

e a
t each o

th
er. 

T
h

is lo
ok

­

ed
 

as 
if 

it w
ere 

fu
n

, 
so 

ev
ery

b
o

d
y

 b
eg

an
 

p
lay

in
g

 th
is n

ew
 an

d 
ex

citin
g gam

e w
h

ich
 

th
ey

 
called 

"S
o

ck
o 

w
ith

 
th

e 
C

ako." 
In

 

a 
few

 
seco

n
d

s 
th

e 
room

 
w

as 
filled 

w
ith

 

íly
in

g
 m

orsels of 
an

g
el cak

e, an
d

 m
y

 d
ear 

co
u

sin
s w

ere clim
b

in
g 

on 
th

e ch
a

irs, d
art­

in
g

 
across 

t11e 
tab

le 
top

, 
an

d
 

craw
lin

g
 in

 

an
d

 
ou

t 
u

n
d
e
r th

e 
ta

b
le

o 
1 

tried 
w

ith
 

w
11at 

1 
th

o
u

g
h

t 
w

as 
goo

d 
p

sy
ch

olo
gy 

to
 

stop 
this 

vicio
u

s 
n

ew
 

o
u

tb
u

l'st, 
b

u
t 

m
y

 

tact 
in 

u
rg

in
g

 
th

em
 

to 
eat 

th
eir refresh

­

m
en

ts 
rew

ard
ed

 
m

e 
w

ith 
a 

large 
p

iece 

of c,lke, 
w

ith
 ve1'y stick

y
 frostin

g, p
laste

r­

ed
 <1e1'OSS 

m
y

 face. 
1 g

av
e up! 

1 eo
u

ld
 

do 
n

o
 

m
o

re 
to 

stop 
th

el11, 
so 

1 left 
th

em
 

to 
th

ei1' 
o

w
n

 
d

estrlletio
n

. 

W
llcn 

l11y 
au

n
ts 

fin
ally 

al'l'iv
ed

 
to 

ta
k

e m
y 

co
u

sin
s 

h
o

m
e, th

ey 
fo

u
n

d
 in

stead
 

of t11e 1resh
ly 

p
leated

 an
d

 p
in

afored 
d

a
rl­

il1
g

s 
th

cy 
h

,1(1 leH
 

ü
n

ly
 

tw
o 

h
o

u
rs 

b
efore 

a 
m

a
n

glcd
 m

ass of yo
u

n
g

 h
u

m
an

ity stick
y

 

Ü
'O

:l1 
h

ead
 

to 
t'le. 

M
an

y
 

a 
q

u
izzical 

glan
ee 

w
as 

d
irected 

at 
m

e, 
b

u
t 

1 m
erely

 

sh
ru

g
g

ed
 

an
d 

said
, 

"T
h

ey
 

are 
y

o
u

r 
eh

il­

d
re

n." 
M

y
 

au
n

ts 
v

ery
 

firm
ly 

m
arch

ed 

ca eh 
little 

eousin
 

h
o

m
e, 

d
esp

ite 
th

e 
fact 

th
a
t 

th
e 

ch
ild

ren 
w

a
n

ted 
to

 
sta y 

b
ecau

se 

th
e)' h

a
d 

h
ad 

so 
m

u
eh 

fun
. 

A
fter 

lo
o

k
­

in
g 

u
n

 d
el' 

th
e 

tab
le, 

b
eh

in
d

 
th

e 
sofa, 

in
 

th
e 

p
an

tl'Y
, 

an
d 

in 
all 

th
e 

clo
sets 

to
 

b
e 

su1'e 
th

at 
n

o
n

e 
of 

th
e 

little 
d

em
o

n
s 

h
ad

 

stay
ed

 
to 

h
eck

le 
m

e, 
1 eollap

sed
 

on
to

 th
e 

nea1'est ch
air. 

F
l'om

 
th

ere 1 v
iew

ed 
th

e 

\V
1'eck

ag
c 

b
efo

re 
1118, 

b
u

t 
1 

w
as 

too 
ex

­

h
au

sled
 

to 
d

o 
an

y
th

in
g 

ab
ou

t 
it. 
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