
E
qualizing E

ducational O
pportunity 

B
E

T
T

Y
 A

N
N

 E
V

A
R

D
 

O
n

e 
of 

th
e 

p
ro

b
lem

s 
th

at 
ed

u
catio

n
 

faces 
to

d
ay

 is 
a 

d
isco

n
n

ected
 

school 
sy

s

tem
o 

A
 

fact 
w

h
ich

 
1 

read
 

recen
tly

 
in

 

"E
ducation 

in
 

a 
D

em
o

cracy
" 

asto
u

n
d

ed
 

an
d

 startled
 m

e: 
T

h
e state 

of N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 

ex
p

en
d

ed
 

$147 
a 

p
u

p
il 

in
 

av
erag

e 
dai ly 

atten
d

an
ce w

h
ile A

rk
an

sas sp
en

t o
n

ly
 $31 

p
er 

p
u

p
il 

d
u

rin
g

 
th

e 
y

ears 
of 

1937 
an

d
 

1938. 
T

h
e 

salaries 
o

f 
teach

ers 
ran

g
e 

from
 

$500 
a 

y
ear in

 sorne states to 
$2500 

in o
th

er states. 
In

terestin
g

ly
 

enough, it 

has b
een

 fo
u

n
d

 
th

a.t 
states w

ith
 th

e least 

p
er 

cap
ita 

in
co

m
e 

freq
u

en
tly

 
m

ak
e 

th
e 

greatest 
effo

rt 
to 

su
p

p
o

rt 
th

e 
schools. 

H
o

w
 

m
u

ch
 

b
etter 

eq
u

ip
p

ed
 

th
e ch

ild
 

from
 

th
e 

far-seein
g

 
state 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

e 
in

 

com
parison 

to 
th

e 
o

n
e 

w
ho 

goes 
to

 
an

 

ou
tm

o
d

ed
 

school 
tau

g
h

t 
b

y
 

p
o

o
rly

 
p

aid
 

teachers. 
Y

et b
o

th
 

ch
ild

ren
 

are A
m

eri

can citizens, an
d

, as such, should h
av

e an
 

eq
u

al o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity
 to 

develop th
eir talen

ts 

an
d

 
abilities. 

Y
es, 

so
m

eth
in

g
 

certain
ly

 
sh

o
u

ld
 

b
e 

d
o

n
e 

to
 

b
rin

g
 

ab
o

u
t 

a 
unification 

of 
th

e 

school sy
stem

 in
 th

is co
u

n
try

. 
B

u
t th

en
 

th
e 

q
u

estio
n

 
o

f 
cen

tralizatio
n

 
of 

co
n

tro
l 

arises. 
L

ead
ers w

arn
 u

s ag
ain

st a d
icta-

to
rial 

g
o

v
ern

m
en

t. 
W

ise 
m

en
 

m
en

tio
n

 

th
at 

G
erm

an
y

 
h

as 
alw

ay
s 

m
ain

tain
ed

 

fed
eral 

co
n

tro
l 

of 
th

e 
schools 

an
d

 
u

sed
 

th
is 

p
o

w
er 

to 
fu

rth
er 

th
e 

en
d

s 
of 

th
e 

state. 
It is p

o
in

ted
 o

u
t th

at rem
o

te con

tro
l 

of 
th

e 
state 

of 
W

ash
in

gto
n

 
b

y
 

th
e 

capital 
of 

o
u

r 
g

o
v

ern
m

en
t 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

e 

n
eith

er 
effective 

n
o

r 
desirable. 

A
lso 

it 

is 
u

n
d

erstan
d

ab
le 

th
at 

a 
g

ro
u

p
 

of 
states 

all 
ex

p
erim

en
tin

g
 w

ith
 

different 
m

eth
o

d
s 

of 
teach

in
g

 
w

o
u

ld
 

progress 
m

o
re 

rap
id

ly
 

b
y

 co
m

p
arin

g
 n

o
tes th

an
 th

e w
h

o
le n

atio
n

 

w
o

u
ld

 b
y

 ex
p

erim
en

tin
g

 w
ith

 o
n

e m
eth

o
d

 

a
t a 

tim
e. 

T
h

e 
S

en
ate 

C
o

m
m

ittee 
on 

E
d

u
catio

n
 

proposed 
a 

bill 
in

 
1941 

to
 

give 
sta tes 

fed
eral 

assistance 
to 

h
elp

 
th

em
 

m
eet 

financial 
em

ergencies 
an

d
 

to
 

h
elp

 
red

u
ce 

th
e 

in
eq

u
ality

 
o

f th
e 

schools. 
A

lth
o

u
g

h
 

th
ere are m

an
y

 arg
u

m
en

ts in
 fav

o
r o

f th
e 

bill, 1 th
in

k
 it w

o
u

ld
 receiv

e co
n

sid
erab

le 

opposition at th
is tim

e fro
m

 people n
o

t in
 

sy
m

p
ath

y
 w

ith 
th

e p
resen

t ad
m

in
istratio

n
. 

P
erh

ap
s th

e sam
e goal can

 b
e realized 

w
ith

o
u

t fed
eral aid if th

e sta tes w
ill m

ak
e 

a 
m

o
re 

h
earty

 
attem

p
t 

to 
overcom

e 
th

e 

discrepancies 
w

ith
in

 
th

em
selves. 

T
h

e 

schools in
 ru

ral d
istricts are in 

sor e n
eed

 

of
· h

av
in

g
 

th
eir 

stan
d

ard
s 

raised
 

to 
th

e 

level of th
e city

 schoo
ls. 

If eq
u

al o
p

p
o

r

tu
n

ity
 

w
ere 

g
ran

ted
 

in
 

all 
sections 

01" 

each
 

sta te, 
th

en
 

w
e 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

e 
g

ettin
g

 
¡lt 

th
e 

ro
o

t 
of 

th
e 

p
ro

b
lem

, 
an

d
 

th
e 

job 
of 

m
ak

in
g

 
o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity

 
u

n
ifo

rm
 

th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t 

th
e 

w
h

o
le 

co
u

n
try

 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
e 

g
reatly

 

sim
plified. 

M
aterialism

 and Idealism
 in E

ducation 
P

A
T

S
Y

 
W

A
L

K
E

R
 

M
u

ch
 h

as b
een

 said
 ab

o
u

t th
e m

o
d

ern
 

ed
u

catio
n

al sy
stem

. 
It h

as 
b

een
 p

raised
 

for p
ro

d
u

cin
g

 efficie
n

t w
o

rk
ers an

d
 u

sefu
l 

citizens. 
O

n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
, th

e m
o

d
ern

 

system
 

h
as 

b
een

 
criticized 

fo
r 

producin
g 

stu
d

en
ts 

w
ho 

h
av

e 
no 

d
ep

th
s 

of 
feeling, 

no 
initiative. 

S
u

ch
 stu

d
en

ts can 
aCCO

ll1-

plish only th
e w

o
rk

 th
ey

 h
av

e specialized 

-
2

9
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in; 
th

ey
 

h
av

e 
n

o
 

th
ou

g
h

ts 
o

f 
th

eir 
o

w
n

. 

A
ctu

ally
 

th
ey 

are 
p

OO
l' 

im
itatiol1s 

o
f 

th
e 

p
ro

fesso
rs 

w
h

o
 

tau
g

h
t 

th
em

. 

T
h

ere 
is 

an 
in

creasin
g 

n
u

m
b

er 
o

f 

schools w
h

ich
 em

p
h

asize th
e 

classics. 
In

 

th
ese 

schools 
th

e 
stu

d
en

ts 
learn 

to 
ln

te
r-

p
ret an

d
 

ap
p

recia
te 

th
e 

fin
e 

arts. 
F

l'o
m

 

stu
d

y
in

g
 

an
d

 
an

alyzin
g 

th
e 

g
reat 

m
asters 

of 
art, literatu

re, an
d

 
m

u
sic, 

th
ey

 acq
u

ll'e 

a 
p

ro
fo

u
n

d
 

p
h

ilo
sop

h
y

 
o

f 
life

. 
S

in
ce 

th
ese 

stu
d

en
ts 

can 
find 

a 
reaso

n
 

a
n

d
 

m
ean

in
g 

fo
r 

th
eir 

d
aily 

lives, 
th

ey
 

c
a
n

 

o
ften

 
find 

a 
satisfac

tory 
a

n
sw

el' 
to 

th
e 

som
etirnes 

u
n

an
sw

el'ab
le 

q
u

estlo
n

 
"w

h
y

?" 

In
 

th
e 

b
u

sin
ess 

w
o

rld
 

su
ch 

a 
lm

o
w



led
g

e o
f th

e arts is frow
n

ed 
u

p
on

. 
T

h
ese 

stu
d

en
ts 

w
ith

 
th

e 
h

ig
h

 
id

ea
ls 

are 
fre



q
u

en
tly

 
referred

 
to

 
as 

ln
tellectu

al 
sn

obs. 

S
o

m
e 

em
p

lo
y

ers 
feel 

th
a

t 
th

e 
fae

t 
th

a
t 

o
n

e 
en

jo
y

s 
sy

m
p

h
o

n
ies 

an
d

 
a

rt 
g

alleries 

g
iv

es 
no 

in
d

icatio
n

 
th

at 
o

n
e 

w
ill 

su
cceed

 

in
 

a 
m

o
n

ey
-m

ak
in

g 
p

ro
cess. 

H
o

w
ev

er, 
th

ere 
are 

h
igh

ly 
sp

eeialized
 

schools. 
A

 
stu

d
en

t 
in 

on
e 

o
f 

th
ese 

schools m
ay 

b
eeo

m
e an 

ex
p

ert 
in 

a 
g

iv
en 

field. 
H

e m
ay

 b
e 

ab
le 

to 
o

b
tain 

a 
p

osi

tio
n

 
in

 
his 

field 
an

d
 

a
d

v
a

n
ce 

in
 

it. 

N
ev

erth
eless, 

h
e 

w
ill 

n
ot 

en
jo

y
 

life 
to 

th
e 

fllllest 
ex

ten
t, 

n
o

r 
w

ill 
h

e 
appreeiate 

th
e 

l1u
m

el'O
U

S 
ad

v
an

tag
es 

th
a
t life 

has to 

affer 
j(

 
o

n
e 

d
e

l v
es 

d
eep

 
in

to 
th

e subject. 

O
ffe1's 

of 
p

o
sition

s 
co

m
e 

readily 
to 

a 

stu
d

e
n

t 
w

h
o 

h
as 

sp
ecia

lized
. 

H
e 

w
ill 

su
ecced

 
u

n
til 

a 
p

ro
b

lem
 

arises 
w

h
ich

 he 

m
u

st 
reaso

n 
o

u
t 

fo
r 

h
irnself. 

T
h

e 
em



p
lo

y
er b

lam
es th

e fa
ilu

re
 o

n th
e individual 

w
h

en
 

o
H

e
n 

it is 
th

e 
fau

lt of 
h

is previous 

tl'ain
in

g
. 

T
h

e 
m

aterialistic 
sy

stem
 

taught 

hilll 
to 

d
o

 
th

e 
w

ork
 o

í 
a 

p
articu

lar field
, 

b
u

t 
it 

n
eg

lected
 

to
 

teach 
h

im
 

th
e 

prin

cip
Ies 

o
i 

th
in

k
in

g
 

a
n

d
 

re
aso

n
in

g
. 

In
 m

y 
o

p
in

io
n 

th
e id

eal system
 w

ould 

b
e 

a 
sk

illfu
l 

co
m

b
in

a
tion 

o
f 

m
aterialism

 

a
n

d
 

id
ealism

o 
1 

a111 
in

te
rested 

in
 radio 

w
o

rk. 
A

t on
e 

tim
e 

1 w
as 

ad
v

ised
 to go 

to
 

a 
sh

'ictly 
p

ro
fessio

n
al 

school; 
y

et 
an

a
t h

er 
tim

e 
1 

w
as 

to
ld

 
th

at 
if 

1 
h

ad
 

a 

lib
era

l 
b

ack
g

ro
u

n
d

 
in 

th
e 

arts, 
1 

could 

su
cceed

 
n

o
t 

o
n

ly 
in 

th
e 

rad
io

 
w

o
rk

 
but 

also
 

in
 

o
th

e
r 

field
s. 

T
od

ay
 th

e 
problem

 

oI 
m

a
tc

ria
lism

 
a
n

d
 

id
ealism

 
in

 
education 

co
n

Iro
n

ts 
y

o
u
th

 
as 

w
ell 

as 
educators. 

It 
seem

s, 
h

o
w

ev
er, 

th
a
t 

th
e 

m
aterialism

 

o
I 

th
e 

m
o

d
ern

 
b

u
sin

ess 
w

o
rld

 
is 

crow
d

in
g

 
o

u
t 

th
e 

id
ealism

 
o

f 
th

e 
classics. 

V
iew

 From
 T

he C
hoir 

B
A

R
B

A
R

A
 

H
A

R
D

IN
G

 

S
o

ftly
 th

e o
rg

an
ist b

egin
s th

e o
p

en
in

g 

strain
s o

f th
e p

relu
d

e an
d

 w
e, n

u
n

-lik
e in 

o
u

r 
flow

ing 
b

lack
 

ro
b

es, 
tre

ad 
w

ith
 

slo
w

 

step
s 

to 
o

u
r 

usu
al 

p
laces 

in
 

th
e 

ch
o

ir. 

T
h

e 
m

em
b

ers 
of 

th
e 

co
n

g
reg

atio
n

 
sit 

b
e


lo
w

 
us 

w
h

isp
erin

g
 

an
d

, 
at 

tim
es, 

ta
lk

in
g 

noisily 
to

g
eth

er, 
seem

in
gly

 
u

n
a

w
are 

th
a
t 

th
e serv

ices h
av

e 
started

. 
T

h
e 

w
h

isp
er

in
g

 
ceases 

ab
ru

p
tly

, 
h

o
w

ev
er, 

w
h

en 
th

e 

o
l'g

an
ist 

sw
in

g
s fro

m
 th

e so
ft, slow

 strains 

o
i th

e 
p

re
lu

d
e
 to

 
th

e 
th

u
n

d
erin

g 
tones of 

th
e 

D
o

x
o

lo
g

y. 

A
 

q
u

ick
 

g
lan

ce 
aro

u
n

d
 

th
e 

church 

dU
l'in

g 
th

e 
o

p
en

in
g 

p
l'ay

er 
re

v
eals 

that 

th
e 

co
n

g
reg

atio
n

 
h

as 
av

o
id

ed 
th

e 
front 

ro
w

s 
o

f 
seats 

as 
if 

th
ey 

w
ere 

infested 

w
ith 

a
r a

re
 

co
m

m
u

n
icab

le 
d

isease. 
T

he 

p
ew

s b
eg

in
 to

 b
e 

in
h

a
b

ited 
a

b
ou

t m
idw

ay 
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