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COMMON 4x4 WORDSQUARES

LEONARD GORDON
Tucson, Arizona

In a companion article, the editor estimates the number of m-
letter words to be drawn at randoem from the dictionary in order
tc have a reasonable expectation of forming an mxm word square.
This 1s a task admirably suited to the computer, which can take
a list of words and check all possible combinations for potential
squares. To show what can be done, 1 teook the 298 four-letter
words in my spell checker and formed a total of 153 4x4 word
squares, somewhat more than the editor's prediction of 67. (The
editor suggests that the support should be only 84, not the 104
calculated 1in his article.) In a similar effort, the computer was
unable to form a 5x5 word square using 320 words from my spell
checker.
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