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ONE SUP HONOR THYME 


PETER NEWBY 
Chesterfield, England 

Fable One: Food Forethought 

The Electora l Co lle ge Dining Club of 1932 was run by the husband 
and wife partnership of Francis and Lynne Rue. They typified 
the man (and woman) in the street of their day - pitying, repent­
ant but evergreen. The members of the College were acute l y aware 
of this and, desiring to know their opinion of the current politi ­
c al situation (would a new broom be more popular than the old 
Hoover?), sought the Rues opinion by means of a most ingenlOus 
ruse. They persuaded the che f to offer the partners a choice of 
main dish for the next supper at which all would be present. 
Con sequently , the chef suggested that Francis and Lynne choose 
between dressed American cod and South African ungarnished eel. 

The selection was made, and the toastmaster announced the de­
cision that changed the course of American history. His famous 
words were "Frank, Lynne Rue sa y ve ldt I s nude eel." 

Fable Two: Indian Inc 

The names Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse are Justly famous, but 
the most significant of all the Sioux was the attractive young 
wife of Crazy Horse who was a most enterprising woman. Rea lisin g 
the potential for trade, she set up in busines s as a mortician 
and comm issioned a capacious travois on which she would carry 
away the dead. A vain woman, she loved to sunbathe topless even 
at the height of warfare; she was the object of much of the invec ­
tive of the US 7th Cavalry whenever they saw this beautiful sun­
worshipper pilin g the corpses on her tra vois. Though no one to 
this da y knows her name, her activities were immortalized by 
an un known Scot who served with the 7th Cavalry. As he lay dying 
he uttered the words that are forever associated with the Battle 
of the Little Big Horn: "Cussed hearse-lass tanned." 

Fable Three: Lamb Source 

Mary (famed possessor of a little lamb), Raymond Massey and 
Indiana Jones all had problems which they presented to the official 
agony aunt employed by the Library of Congress. Mary I s aim in 
life was to obtain suitable revenge upon a certain literary resident 
of Morristown who had denied her full alphabetical status in a 
series of scurrilous verses. She wished to see him incarcerated 
in some manner which would prevent his publishing ever again 
his infamous lipograms. Ray Massey wondered if the word OV (a 
Middle English form of the personal pronoun YOU) would be under­
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stood b y a modern mOVle audience. Indiana Jones could not solve 
the crossword clue "Thick. (5)". 

The agony aunt answered all three in a statement which ma d e 
histoqr. She said, "The aim, Mary, canned Eckler. Ray, shun 
OV. Indy, pen DENSE." 

DICKSON'S WORD TREASURY 
This is the title of the 1992 pap er back sequel to Dickson's 
Words, reviewed In the November 1982 Word Ways. Although 
it contains five new chapters entitled Animal Talk I I , fa m­
ways (see Family Wor ds, reviewed in February 1989), Journal­
ese, Sloga ns a nd Wordland, pl us insertion s in other chap ters, 
it is only 12 p a g es longer (]78 vs. 366) , a trick achieve d 
by using somewha t larger pa ges . The 
ed largely of specialize d wor d-lists 
some very tongue-in-ch eek (see the 
wh ich are words like g Izmo, din g u s 
oth ers written In the s ar don ic style 

e a r lier edi tion con s is t ­
with b rie f de finit ion s , 
chap ter on Ka d ig a n s, 
and th ingumjig ) a n d 

of Amb r os e Bierce (see 
Journale se ) . The new e di t ion continues this tradition, but 
add s a numb e r of es says as well (see "filler" in the chapter 
Wr i tten Words, or the Wor d land ch apter wh ich describ e s the 
Merr ia m-Web ster o ffires in Spr in gfie l d, Ma s s a chusett s). Soused 
Synonyms (for which Dickson ea rned a men tion in Guinness) 
has been expa n ded from 2231 to 2660 en trie s. 

Word Ways r ea ders sh ou ld turn first to the ch a p ter on Oddi­
ties ( d i s c u ss ing ", for ds with ex tr eme p ropertie s ) or Word Wor ds 
(giving defini t ions for fi g ures o f speech, recrea t ion a l lin g uis­
t i c t er ms, and the like). There's somethin g f or e v eryon e; 
for examp le , the e di tor fo u nd I GGR Y ( a n OED word wh ich 
IS the English sp e ll ing of an Arab i c wor d mea n i ng " to h ur ry 
up") a s a neV.f - GR Y word, and NESOMANIAC ( a n eol og i s m 
at tr ib ut e d to James Mi chener In 1977 mean in g "on e wh o is 
ma d ab ou t isl a n ds") wh ich pa r ti a lly an s wers the query ab out 
NESOMA NES by Darwin Rolens zn the Ma y 1991 Word Ways. 
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John Wiley & Son ru s h ed 
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from the r ea der ' s enjoyment; th is is 
ca n be op en e d at r a n dom an d b rowsed 

like B WBACHOD (a Welsh br ownie wh o 
w ill work fr e e for anyone save teetota l er s ), T YROSEMI OPHIL Y 
( th e collec ting o f Ca membert cheese l a bels), a nd REN I FLEUR 
(one who gets se x ual plea s ur e from body odors). Di ck s on 
a l so inv i tes rea ders to h elp him with coll ec tions-in-p rogress: 
ld angers (words that g ive the wrong imp re SSIOn, like NOI­
SOME ), chronisms (dated word s, lil{e PHONOGRA PH NEEDL E ), 
food slang , and marble s sla ng. 


