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Various aspects of elemental' wordplay have appeared in pre­t 

vious issues of Word Ways. In "An Elemental Problem" in February 
1978, Dmitri Borgmann noted that LIVERS was an anagram of SILVER, 
NONE of NEON, ADORN of RADON, and DALE of LEAD, and that PLAT­
INUM was A TIN LUMP! In February and August 1971, Mary Young­
quist, Philip Cohen and Murray Pearce substituted an element 
for its symbol in a word to make another, elemental, word. This 
operanon turned Sated into SULPHURated, FEy into IRONy, AGed 
into SILVERed, CUed into COPPERed, and, an excellent internal 
one, baSIs into baSIL ICONs. To these we now add JARGON, suitably 
expanded from JAR! 

Another form of elemental wordplay involves chemical words, 
those such as AmErICa which can be wholly divided into a group 
of chemical symbols. In "Chemical Words" in November 1974, Dmitri 
Borgmann noted that certain elements can themselves be split 
into these chemical words and, without actually giving their break­
downs, he mentioned ArSeNiC, IrON, NeON, PHOsPHoRuS, SiLiCoN 
and XeNoN. (It should be noted that, except for iron and neon, 
there are alternate ways of symbolizing these elements.) Borgmann 
made special reference to carbon (CaRbON) as being able to be 
split into chemical symbols not including itself (C). But, we note, 
so can ArSeNIC (As), AsTaTiNe (At), IrON (Fe), SILiCON (Si), 
CoPPEr (Cu), and TiN (Sn). 

In "On The Table" in November 1986, Henri Picciotto set an 'ele­
mentary t crossword puzzle in which each square had to be filled 
with the symbol of an element, be it of one or two letters. And 
so it is possible to divide words into symbols on a UNIVeRsAl 
scale, which INdICaTeS that t symbolized t phrases and sentences 
are also feasible: ThOSe NArCoTiCS BUReAuS CoNFISCaTe COCaINe. 

The Elemental Game involves both symbols and anagrams. The 
pig farmer was clearly disgruntled when I remarked that he seemed 
to have more than just a FeW undersized piglets. He muttered 
"GOT NINE RUNTS". Fleetingly, the thought entered my head that 
this porcine person had hidden depths, or was it by chance he 
had stumbled upon our elemental code? Whatever the explanation, 
his statement had been a bona fide anagram of the two elements 
IRON and TUNGSTEN, represented by the symbols Fe and W in FeW! A 
few more examples: 

Silver-Einsteinium: Einstein was one of the elite of his era, so 
it is fitting that in AgEs past there's been ELITISM IN UNIVERSE 

Helium-Nitrogen: When the HeN got stuck in the rabbit burrow, 
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