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SOME MORE QUALITY 8-SQUARES 

RICHARD SABEY 
Swindon, Wiltshire, England 

The following regular eight-squares are the result of a computer 
search using the Air Force list of words from Webster's Second New 
International Dictionary and from the Official Scrabble Players 
Dictionary (OSPD), together with some inflections from Chambers English 
Dictionary. There are 45,594 words in the list; 315 squares were found. 

There is still scope for more research into squares of just as high 
quality, by the addition of all the eight-letter words in Chambers, 
inflections of shorter words in Webster's Second, and all words (root
and inflected) in Webster's Third. 

Regular eight-squares have already appeared in Word Ways articles by 
Borgmann (Feb 1988), Grant (May 1988) and Albert and Cole (Aug 1992). So 
why yet another collection of regular eight-squares, especially as 
regular nine-squares have been published, and many persons are seeking 
regular ten-squares? 

To paraphrase Barry Duncan in "Assorted Palindromes" in the February 
Word Ways, if one has read any of the eight-squares published in recent 
years, one might very well conclude that it is all but impossible to 
make one without using at least one proper name or obscure word. This 
article shows that there are plenty of regular eight-squares which do 
not. Accordingly, I did not put capitalised terms, multi-word terms, or 
hyphenated or apostrophised words into the word list. 

Some of Albert and Long's squares form clusters with some of mine. 

Their article includes the squares below which use SERJANA (a 

capitalised term) or TINDERED. 


G R 0 S S ART ACE TAT E + + = D, S 
REV E ALE R + = F, S CAD I N ENE + D S 
o V ERR I + E ++ FG ST E DEN TAT E 

S E R * A N I * TIN * ERE D * = D, K 

SARABAND ** = JA, RD ANTEHALL 

A LIN A SAL A D TEA R A B L E 
* 
R E + I N A + E E N TEL L U S 

T R E * D L E $ $ = D, S + E E D L E S S 


None of the squares in Borgmann, Grant or Albert and Long appear in the 
rest of this article. Most of the squares in those articles use terms 
outside the word list I used: the 201 squares which use the fertile base 
of Grant's all use ITINERAL (not in Webster's Second or Chambers), and 
most of those in Albert and Long use at least one capitalised term. 
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One of the squares found is entirely in Chambers (below, left). Two 

are entirely in OSPD (below, middle and right). 

BACKACHE CAR B 0 R A S C R A B W I S E 
A P H ELI A N APE R I E N T RAT LIN E S 
C H A R A C I D R E CAL L E R A T LAN T E S 
KEROSENE BRA S SIC A B LAS T E MA 
A LAS T RIM OIL SEE D S WIN T E R L Y 
C ICE RON I R ELI E V 0 S I N T E R TIE 
H A I N I N G S A N E C DOT E SEE M LIE R 
END E MIS M S T R ASS E S E S SAY E R S 

Twenty-six of the squares found are entirely in Webster's Third. They 
do not use terms which Webster's Third marks 'usu cap' or 'cap'. One 
square, with top row INTERACT and bottom row TATTLERS, is found in Allen 
and Long; the CRABWISE square above is another. 

Six squares entirely in Webster's Third are among the eleven in the 
following cluster. This cluster uses the following words not in 
Webster's Third: UNFINITE, RECANCEL. 

+ L + S T E R S ++ = BI, GI, BU, CU, FU 
LEN TIC E L + I I U U U 
+ NFl NIT E 
S TIC K LED 
TIN K LIN G 
E C I L I ATE 
RETENTOR 
S LED G E R S 

+ R A C K E R S + = C, T + LAS HER S + F, S 
R E CAN C E L LEN TIC E L 
A C H R 0 I T E 
CAR 0 L LED 

A N * * R I T E 
S T * * P LED 

** = KE, 
EE 

DO 
OP 

K N 0 L LIN G H I R P LIN G 
E C I L I ATE E C I L I ATE 
RET E N TOR RETENTOR 
S L E D G E R S S LED G E R S 

The other eighteen squares entirely in Webster's Third are given below. 

P 0 S T CAR D 
o * T R * G E R 
S TEE RAG E 

** 
** 

UA, 
AC 

SE 
EM 

DIE RES * S 
IMP 0 TEN T 
E PIT H E C A 

* = E, 
E 

I 
I 

T R E HAL A S ROT U N D L Y 
C * R A * A L S E T H N I CAL 
AGALAXIA 
REG A LIN G 

SEE DCA S E 
* N C LAS P S 

D RES SAG E S T A Y L E S S 

o PAL E S 
PIMENT 
AMEND I 
LEN TAN 
ENDANG 
STINGI 
CONDEN 
ENGORG 
* = D, S 

FAUCHA 
A I R LIN 
URTICO 
C LIM A X 
H I CAT E 
A N 0 X E M 
RES EEl 
D RES S A 

REA S S A 
E N C E I N 
ACETAT 
SETTLE 
S I A LID 
ANTEDA 
ITERA'I 
LESSNE 

Note that V; 

Other sqt 
altering se 
LkV,ESTER; J 

Twenty-tl 
Dictionary 
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rov., are f( 
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The othel 

ACCOL, 
CHARAI 
CALAN' 
ORANG' 
LANGOI 
ACTIO: 
DIAST, 
ENS T Y 
$ = D, S 
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e 	given below. 

= E, I 

E I 


o PAL ESC E 
P I MEN TON 
A MEN DIN G 
LEN TAN D 0 
ENDANGER 
:3 TIN GIN G 
CON DEN S E 
ENG 0 R G E * 
* 	= D, S 

FAUCHARD 
A I R LIN E R 
t.; R TIC 0 S E 
C LIM A XES 
H I CAT E E S 
ANOXEMIA 

RES EEl N G 

D RES SAG E 


REA :3 S A I L 

E N C E I N T E 

ACE TAT E S 

SET T L E R S 

S I A LID A N 

ANT E D ATE 

I T ERA T E S 

L E S :3 N E S S 
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* ETA SSE L 
EPA L PAT E 
TARLATAN 
ALL 0 N Y M S 
SPA N D R I L 
SAT Y R I N E 
ETAMINES 
LEN S L E S S 
* 	= B, D 

GAMESTER 
A P 0 S T E M E 
MONTANIC 
ESTAMENE 
STAMPMEN 
TENEMENT 
E MIN E N C E 
R E C E N T E R 

SAP PHI S M 

A MAR ILL 0 

PATELLAR 

PRE C L U D E 

H ILL SMA N 

ILL U MIN E 

S LAD A N G S 

M 0 R ENE S S 


B ESP REA D 
ESP lEG L E 
S P L 0 D G E S 
P ION E E R S 
RED E BAT E 
EGGEATER 
ALE R T EST 
DES S E R T S 

HAP L 0 MID 
A T R 0 PIN E 
PROVANDS 
L 0 VEL I E S 
o PAL ESC E 
MIN 1ST E R 
I N DEC E N T 
DES S E R T S 

SCALEPAN 
C I CON I N E 
ACAUDATE 
LOU DEN E D 
END E M I A L 
P I A N 1ST E 
ANTEATER 
NEE D L E R S 

CON G R E E T 
o PAL ESC E 
NAVETTES 
G L E B I EST 
RET I A R I I 
EST ERA S E 
E C E SIS E S 
T EST I EST 

NEATHERD 
ENGRAVER 
AGMINATE 
T R I N D L E S 
HANDGUNS 
EVALUATE 
RETENTOR 
D RES S E R S 

THORACES 
H ELI COP T 
OLIGURIA 
RIG H TIS M 
ACUTANCE 
COR I N DON 
E PIS COP E 
STAMENED 

Note that Webster's Third marks CONGREET as obsolete. 

Other squares, not entirely in Webster's Third, can be obtained by 
altering some of the above. In the GAMESTER square, replace GAMESTER by 
Lk~ESTER; in the HAPLOMID square, replace MINISTER by MINISHER. 

Twenty-three of the squares are entirely within the Oxford English 
Dictionary. They do not use words which the OED marks as obsolete. One 
of these squares is the CRABWISE square above. Another is got from it by 
replacing INTERTIE with INTERLIE. Two of them, with INTERACT in the top 
row, are found in Albert and Long. Note that the OED marks the words 
EMITTE~~ and TATTLERY, used in those squares, as obsolete. 

The other squares in the OED are among the following squares. 

Ace 0 LAD E 
C H A R A C I N 
CALANTAS 
ORA N GIS T 
LANGOOTY 
ACTIONAL 
D I A S T A S E 
ENS T Y L E $ 
$ D, S 

SEC E SHE R 
E X 0 S TOM E 
COS TUM I C 
EST A MEN E 
STU M B L E S 
HOM ELY N S 
E MIN E N C E 
R E C E SSE $ 
$ :; D, R, S 

S H I K A R I S S CAP U LET 

HUMANEST CHROMATE 

I MIT A TOR ARE T A CIS 

KATALASE POT ENe E S 

ANALYSTS UMANGITE 

RET A S T E S L A I C I Z E R 

ISO S T ERE ETCETERA 

S T RES S E $ T E SSE R A * 

$ 	= D, R, S * = E, L 



+ ASP I EST 
ASP E R S E R 
S P I R A C L E 
PER ISH E S 
I R A S C E N T 
ESC HEW A L 
S E LEN ATE 
T RES T L E S 
+ = G, R, W 

D E T EST E R 
E G EST I V E 
TEXTURAL 
EST A MEN E 
STU M B L E S 
T IRE L E S S 
E V A ~ ESC E 
R E L E SSE E 

LAM P L E S S 
ADO L ESC E 
M 0 R ASS I C 
P LAY S 0 M E 
L E S S * NED 
E S SON I T E 
SCI MET A R 
SEC E D E R S 
* = E, 0 

L U S H N E S S 
UNHEARTY 
SHE L TIE S 
H ELL I CAT 
NAT I VEL Y 
E RIC ETA L 
S TEA LAG E 
S Y STY L E S 
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The words RECESSER and STRESSER are 
In Webster's Third. 

* S C RIB E S 
S C L E ROM A 
C LIT 0 R A L 
RETENANT 
I RON I CAL 
B 0 R A CIT E 
EMANATES 
SAL T L E S S 
* = A. E 

o V E R B RED 
V ALE RON E 
E L U V I ATE 
REV END E D 
B R I N GAL L 
R 0 A DAB L E 
E N TEL L U S 
DEE D L E S S 

SEA SID E R 
END 0 S 0 M E 
ADYNAMIC 
SON A TIN A 
I SAT I N E S 
D 0 MIN ANT 
E MIN E N C E 
R E CAS T E R 

not in the OED, though RECESSER is 

What interesting logological properties do these squares have? With 
only 315 squares to choose from, the number of different letters in a 
square has a modest range of 10 to 17. The REASSAIL square uses only 10 
letters. The FAUCHARD square is one of several which used 17. The 
IMPLATED squares contain the rare letters K and Z off the diagonal axis 
of symmetry. The EUCHROME square's diagonal from top right to bottom 
left is all Es. 

Sometimes a task is given to 'square' a given word (make a word square 
whose top row is that word). What more fitting word to be squared than 
SCRABBLE, a word game played on a square board? 

I X P L ATE D 
MELANO~~A 
P L ~ CAT E R 
LAC E 13 ARK 
A NAB 0 LIN 
TOT A LIZ E 
E~1ERIZES 

DAR K N E S S 
* =: A, I 

E U C H ROM E 
U P H E A V E S 
C HAT TEL S 
HETABRIA 
RAT E A B L Y 
o V E R B 0 I L 
MEL I LIT E 
E S SAY LET 

S C R A B B L B 
C H 0 L E RIC 
R 0 S T RAT E 
A L T RIC B S 
B E RIB E R I 
BRA C E R 0 S 
LIT E R 0 S E 
E C E SIS E S 
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