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SCRABBLE-FRIENDLY EIGHT SQUARES

DARRYL FRANCIS
Sutton, Surrey, England

There have been many articles on word squares in Word Ways over
the last ten years or so. Many eight-squares have appeared, a few nine-
squares, and even fewer (flawed) ten-squares.

One of the top-rated Scrabble players in England is David Acton.
David is also a programmer, and has produced top—-flight software for
playing Scrabble. Recently he has been extending his interests to word
squares. He has both the Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (0OSPD) and
Official Scrabble Words (0SW), the English equivalent to OSPD, in com-
puter-readable form.

David recently sent me over forty eight-squares. I believe that nearly
all of these are brand-new discoveries, not having appeared in Word
Ways or elsewhere previously. David's squares are presented below.

According to David, the word squares here include the complete set of
eight-squares which can be found using OSW and OSPD. All words can
be found in either or both of OSW and OSPD, with the exception of
BASSETTS (squares 6-7) and TIME BASE (squares 25-26). If anyone can

find a reference for the solidly-spelled TIMEBASE, please let me know.

Sources for the words are given to the right of each square: C for
Chambers Dictionary, W for the unabridged Merriam-Webster (either the
Second or Third Edition), E for Official Scrabble Words (Third Edition),
and A for Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Third Edition). I have
only bothered to search for a word in Webster's Second if it doesn't
exist in Webster's Third.

Square 1 Squares 2-3 (B/L) Square &
ANOSMIAS cwea ATTRACT S cwea BACKACHE cwea
NASCENCY cwea TEREUBRAE cwe APHELTIAN cwea
OSTRACON cwea TRAPLTIKE cwea CHARACIDRCea
SCROLLED cwea REP*ATED wa KEROSENE cwea
MEALTIME cwea ABLATTION cwea ALASTRIM cwea
INCLINES cwea CRITIOQUE cwea CICERONTI cwea
ACOEMETTI cwe TAKEBOUTS cwea HAININGSCGCE®e
SYNDESTIS cwea SEEDNESS cwe ENDEMISM cwea

Square 1 is of excellent quality; only ACOEMETI is not in all four
dictionaries. In Square 2, REPEATED is in all four dictionaries. Square &
was published in the Aug 1995 Word Ways.



a
cwea

Square 8-31 (B/R)
*E CLEAS P S " wea
EPHEMERA cwea
CHAPERON cwea
LEPORTINE cwea
AMERTICANcw
SERICITE ctwe
PRONATES cwea
SANENESS cwea
Squares 11-43 (C/V)
BTTLRCS 8RS

I SOTHERE cwea
TOXAEMIA cwea
ETAERTIO'S cwe
SHERWANI cwe
SEMIARID wa
ERIONITE cwe
s E-A S I D ES
GRAPPLES cwea
REFERENT cwea
AFFRONTE cwe
PAER. T P'TE R

a
Square 15
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Squares 6-7 (0/U)
BAS SETTS
AXLETREE wa
SL*SHIER wea
o s d BT TKEc e
ETHERTION cwe
T R L T'L AT E e ‘8
TEETOTAL cwe
SERENELY cwea
Squares 10-17 (C/M)
* ASCARAS cwea
AUTONOMY cwea
STUNTMEN cwea
CONPFINEDcwea
ANTIMERE wa
ROMNEYAScw
AMEERA'TE
SYNDESES cwea
Squares 13-14 (D/S)
ESCAPADOTGCE
SPARERIDB wa
CAREILZESS cwea
ARERBOLATE cwea
PELLAGCHSGCE®E

a
a

cwea

LS EED S wa
ELIEYVOS cwea
ANECDOTE cwea

STRASSES cwea
a

W

BASSETTS is in the Merriam-Webster 10th New Collegiate. In Squares 6-
cwea

7, SLOSHY and SLUSHY can be found in Chambers.
Webster's Third has STUNT MAN as two words.

BASELARD cwe
ANIMATER cwea
SIDENOTE cwe
EMETINZES cwea
VAN IT'T AL S

2T ONABLE wa
R'ETELULERUGC ea
DRESSERS cwea
Square 12
CRABWISE cwea
RATLTINES cwea
AT LA NTES

Square 5
quare 9

a

PARCO PURIA N L goe

T EM A cwea
ERLY cwea
INTERTTIE cwea
SEEMLTIZEBR cwea
ESSAYERS cwea

v H

w a
cwea

LENTAND O cwea
ENTENDER cwe
SR ROTEDCRIS
MOLLUSC CS
ORI ENTAYL cwea
LT NGCTURECGCEe
LECTURED cwea
UNTURNZED cwea
STURNTINE cwe
CAREENER wa
S EHEEDDERS wa

Square 19

Square 18
MISTREAT cwea

AREACHES cwe
DISTHENE cwe
OBSESSE * cwea
I SCHEMTI A cwea
SCOWDERS cwea
THWAITES cwe
REDIVIDE cwea
EMETICAL cwe
AIREDALEecw
TASSELED cwea

ea
In Square 16, Chambers has BONNIE (or BONNY) and CUTESY.

Square 12 was published in the Aug 1995 Word Ways.

HALPFBACK wa
ANALOGUE cwea
LACUNATE cwea
FLUENCES cwe
BONNTIEST wea
AGACERTIE cwe
g8 T ESTER

Kol B ST BER S wa

Square 16

h
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NEREIDES cwea
ENERGTIS E cwea
RESONATE cwea
EROTIZED wa

Square 22

Square 21
NAVICERT cwea

ANIMATER cwea
VICINAGE cwea
IMITATES cwea
CANAKTINS cwea
ETATISTE.-ZW

NAVICERT cwea
ANIMATER cwea
VICARAGE cwea
IMAMATE S cwea
CARABINS cwea
ET AT I ST Eic e

Square 20

IGNITERS cwea
DIAZEPAMECEea

ESTRERASE wa

REGENTAL wa

SEEDSMEN cwea

REGENTAL wa

TRESSELS cwea

TRESSEL S cwea

Squares 20 and 21 have five words in common.
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EROT LTZED . wa OVERERDIS -wwa

RO L R E D oW a
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BABELTISH cwe

I NVITERS cwea
DI AZEPAMGC ea
ESTERASRE wa

cwea

ERADIATE cwea
RESLST=®Rwa

DI1IAZEPAMOCGc ea
ESTERASE wa

SEEDSMEN cwea SEETHERS cwe

SEEDSMEN cwea

and Squares 23-24 have six words

Webster's Third has ETERNIZE.
ster's Third has TIME BASE. RESISTOR in Square 26 is found in all four

Squares 22-23 have five words in common, Squares 22 and 24 have five
dictionaries.

words 1n common,
Squares 23-24,

In
Web-

common.

in

In Squares 25-26,

POSTCARD cwea
OUTROPER cwe

Square 30
S

e

Squares 28-29 (D/S)
P LAGUI ER

PANDEMTI A cwe

Square 27

LAMINATE cwea
AMULZERTIC cwe

AMOOVYINGRC cCE

RATOSE cwe
APRS

b

NORMANDE wa

cCwea

E S
COTERTIZES cwea
APOSITIA cwe

TR

GILLARODO cwe
UNEASIULY cwea

IATRICAL wa

MINTION cwea
ANESCE cwea
IN-I'E K'T 5

DO
BV

a

M

In Square 27, Webster's Third has NORMANDE SAUCE. In Squares 28-29,

Chambers and Webster's Third have PLAGUY and PLAGURY.
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ASSESSE%*cwea DRESSERS

SEEDSMEN cwea
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In Square 32, Webster's Third has ETHERIZE.

Square 36 Square 37 Squares 38-39-40 (G/T/W)
SCRABBLE cwea SPREATHEG® e STRABISM cwe
CHOLERTIC cwea PLENCHES a TRECENT O cwea
ROSTRATEcwea REDSHORT cwe RE* ARDER cwe
ALTRICES cwe ENSNARER wa ACAPNTIAS cwea
BERIBERTI cwea ACHAENTIACE BERNICLE wa
BRACEROS wa THORNTING cwea I NDICTIAYL cwea
LITEROSETCe HERE LNT Oc.w a STRALAGE wa
EGER S 1.5 RS .w.a ESTRAGON wa MORSELED wa

Square 36 was published in the Aug 1995 Word Ways. In Square 37,

Webster's Third has RED-SHORT. In Square 40, REWARDER is in all four
dictionaries.

Square 41 Square 42

TOPMASTS cwea UPSPRUNG cwea
OCTANT AL cwea PRERENAL wa
PTOMATINE cwea SENILITY cwea
MAMILTLAE cwe PRIMATTIC cwe
ANALYTIC cwea RELATIVE cwea
STILTTISH cwe EN.E T T 24 E°R: W .a
TANAISTETCE NATIVELY cwea
SLEECHES cwe GLYCERYL cwea

The excellence of these squares has prompted me to encourage David
Acton to explore further the world of geometric forms. David has already
confirmed that there are no nine-squares which can be produced using
only the words in OSW and OSPD. David has also produced a number of
other geometric forms (diamonds, triangles, etc.) that I hope to share
with Word Ways readers soon.



