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I had nothing to offer anybody except my own confusion.
Jack Kerouac
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Letter from the Editors

As editors, we are constantly seeking to improve our magazine and our organization. Each year we
are able to make small steps towards our ideal. This year, we are proud to say that we lengthened the
number of stories and poems in the magazine by over 30 percent. This not only means that you the
reader can spend more time pouring over our pages, but also that we can fit more of our favorite
pieces into the magazine.

The collection of work in this year's Manuscripts aims to communicate feelings of love, loss, and
memory. The collegiate world is about moving upward and moving onward. Inevitably something or
someone is lost or left behind and by the same turn, new connections are forged. We hope that this
year's issue is able to articulate all that comes with those changes.

As always, we were only able to publish a fraction of what we received-those pieces which our staff of
nine judged to be the best of the best. To all those who were turned away and who refuse to let
rejection deter them from their art, we would like to say: revise, rewrite, resubmit. We are readers and
lovers of writing first and foremost and we look forward to seeing your work.

Best,

Karen Witting
Christina Lear



-

/

Table of Contents
A Moment of Discovery , 8
Amanda Meyer

The Comb with the Butterfly Embellishment.. 10
Samantha Atkins

The Garage Behind Cornelius Drive '" .., 14
Dianne Hardin

What if I Were Dirt? 16
Jonathan Garrison

Love Letters: A Style and Usage Guide , 18
Ryan Pardiek

Mermaid 24
Jessica Hanson

AtHome .26
Jonathan Garrison

Lukewarm Breakfast.. 27
Dustin Smith

Marquee 28
Josh Kaminski

Pencil Sketch of a Rose , '" 31
Samantha Atkins



A Porch Night... 34
Chris Smith

Barriers of Experience 36
Dianne Hardin

Rage 38
Sarah Murrell

The Writing Scar .40
Alix Clinkingbeard

Melucine in Monochrome 48
Jessica Hanson

A Dream Dressed in Steam 50
Beth Fontanarosa

Requiting at Midnight 52
Spencer Isdahl

BB 54
Josh Kaminski

Wildflowers 57
Joanna Parypinski

Ocean Eyes 58
Sarah Murrell

The Parade of Men 60
Melody Landis



-

/

Photographs and Art
Lingering Sweetly " " , , 9
Megan Hinze

Alleyway , , , " .., , 13
Samantha Atkins

Antiquity , ,.. " , , , , , , , 17
Katie Ferrell

September 15 2007: March on Washington " " , ", , 25
Laura Hazelton

Punxsawtawney , , , , , , , ., , , 30
Alix Clinkingbeard

Buzzards in a Tree " 39
Michelle Skinner

Typeset.. , , , , , 47
Alix Clinkingbeard

Beauty and the Beast """"""'''''' 56
Alix Clinkingbeard

A Sense of Sahara , , , 59
Beth Fontanarosa

Vietnam Memorial Reflection 11 61
Laura Hazelton

Cover Photo:
Paperweight
Kelly Fritz


