
Indiana Partnership for Young Writers: Writerly Life (11: Assessment)

Assessment 
!
Assessing writers in the Writerly Life unit of study should focus on the process of 
writing rather than the final product.  Teachers will be assessing students on an 
ongoing basis through writing conferences, and should be paying attention to 
how they are navigating the writing process.  Is the student able to work on one 
idea over many days?  Is there evidence of the student nurturing a seed idea 
with several notebook entries about one topic?  Does the student's writing show 
evidence of attempts at revision? One very important thing to pay attention to in 
the early days of launching writer's workshop is the students' use of their writing 
notebooks.  Included below are several resources to support teachers in 
assessing student writing notebooks.  These resources should be used as 
examples of how teachers might assess students, but must be adapted for each 
classroom and teachers' expectations.
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<ĞǇ��ůĞŵĞŶƚƐ ϰ ϯ Ϯ ϭ
�ĚŝƚŝŶŐ �ŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚůǇ�ĞĚŝƚƐ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ�

ĨŽƌ�ƉƵŶĐƚƵĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐƉĞůůŝŶŐ�ĞƌƌŽƌƐ͘

hƐƵĂůůǇ�ĞĚŝƚƐ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�
ƉƵŶĐƚƵĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĞůůŝŶŐ�
ĞƌƌŽƌƐ͘

^ŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ�ĞĚŝƚƐ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�
ƉƵŶĐƚƵĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĞůůŝŶŐ�
ĞƌƌŽƌƐ͘

ZĂƌĞůǇ�Žƌ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ĞĚŝƚƐ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ�
ĨŽƌ�ƉƵŶĐƚƵĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĞůůŝŶŐ�
ĞƌƌŽƌƐ͘

�ƵĚŝĞŶĐĞ �ŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚůǇ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶƐ�
ĐůĂƌŝƚǇ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�
ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ͘

�ŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚůǇ�ŬĞĞƉƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ZĞĂĚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ŵŝŶĚ͘

hƐƵĂůůǇ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶƐ�ĐůĂƌŝƚǇ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ͘

hƐƵĂůůǇ�ŬĞĞƉƐ�ƚŚĞ�ZĞĂĚĞƌ�ŝŶ�
ŵŝŶĚ͘

^ŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶƐ�ĐůĂƌŝƚǇ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ͘

^ŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ�ŬĞĞƉƐ�ƚŚĞ�ZĞĂĚĞƌ�
ŝŶ�ŵŝŶĚ͘

ZĂƌĞůǇ�Žƌ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶƐ�
ĐůĂƌŝƚǇ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ͘

ZĂƌĞůǇ�Žƌ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ŬĞĞƉƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ZĞĂĚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ŵŝŶĚ͘

^ĞŶƐĞ�ŽĨ�^ƚŽƌǇ �ŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚůǇ�
ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ�Ă�ƐƚŽƌǇ͘��
tƌŝƚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ�Ăůů�
ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƚŽƌǇ�
;ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ͕�ƐĞƚƚŝŶŐ͕�ƉůŽƚ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ƚŝŵĞͿ͘

hƐƵĂůůǇ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ�Ă�
ƐƚŽƌǇ͘��tƌŝƚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ�
ŵŽƐƚ�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƚŽƌǇ�
;ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ͕�ƐĞƚƚŝŶŐ͕�ƉůŽƚ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ƚŝŵĞͿ͘

^ŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ�
Ă�ƐƚŽƌǇ͘��tƌŝƚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ�
ƐŽŵĞ�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƚŽƌǇ�
;ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ͕�ƐĞƚƚŝŶŐ͕�ƉůŽƚ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ƚŝŵĞͿ͘

ZĂƌĞůǇ�Žƌ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ�
Ă�ƐƚŽƌǇ͘��tƌŝƚŝŶŐ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�
ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�
ƐƚŽƌǇ�;ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ͕�ƐĞƚƚŝŶŐ͕�
ƉůŽƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ƚŝŵĞͿ͘

ZĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ �ŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚůǇ�ƐŚŽǁƐ�ƉƌŽŽĨ�
ŽĨ�ƌĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ͘��

hƐƵĂůůǇ�ƐŚŽǁƐ�ƉƌŽŽĨ�ŽĨ�
ƌĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ͘

^ŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ�ƐŚŽǁƐ�ƉƌŽŽĨ�ŽĨ�
ƌĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ͘

�ZĂƌĞůǇ�Žƌ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ƐŚŽǁƐ�ƉƌŽŽĨ�
ŽĨ�ƌĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ͘

^ƚĂŵŝŶĂ �ŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚůǇ�
ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ�ƐƚĂŵŝŶĂ�ŝŶ�
ŚŝƐ�Žƌ�ŚĞƌ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ͘��,Ğ�Žƌ�
ƐŚĞ�ŝƐ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚůǇ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ�
ǁŚŝůĞ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�Ă�ĨŽĐƵƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŽƉŝĐ͘

hƐƵĂůůǇ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ�
ƐƚĂŵŝŶĂ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�Žƌ�ŚĞƌ�
ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ͘��,Ğ�Žƌ�ƐŚĞ�ŝƐ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�
ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�
ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�Ă�
ĨŽĐƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŽƉŝĐ͘

^ŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ�
ƐƚĂŵŝŶĂ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�Žƌ�ŚĞƌ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ͘��
,Ğ�Žƌ�ƐŚĞ�ŝƐ�ƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ�ĂďůĞ�
ƚŽ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ�
ǁŚŝůĞ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�Ă�ĨŽĐƵƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŽƉŝĐ͘

ZĂƌĞůǇ�Žƌ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ�
ƐƚĂŵŝŶĂ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�Žƌ�ŚĞƌ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ͘��
,Ğ�Žƌ�ƐŚĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ�
ǁŚŝůĞ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�Ă�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŽƉŝĐ͘
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