











Data revealed students with A-B grades reported planning on four years of math 45% higher rate
than those with D-F grades. The below data chart reveals the variance in plans connected to
grades in school.
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Table 44: Data Table by Grades
Data revealed 74% of 12 grade students took four years of math.

Q: Did you take four years of math in high school?
*This question was only for students in 12 grade.

Table 45: 12™ Grade Students 4-Yrs. Math



Data revealed a 14% difference in response rate when looking at students in Special Education or
General Education. 76% of General Education students reported taking four years of math
compared to 62% of Special Education students.
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Table 46: Data Table by Special Education/General Education



Test Taking Plans/Choices

When comparing students taking either the PSAT or PLAN test, students reported at a much
higher rate taking the PSAT. Data revealed 73% of 10" grade students and 49% of 1 1" grade
students took the PSAT. Data revealed a lower response rate in students taking the PLAN test.
Only 15% of 10" grade students and 10% of 1 1" grade students took the PLAN test.

*This question was only for students in 10™ and 11™ grade.

Q: Did you take the PLAN test this school year?
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Table 47: 10™/11™ Grade Taking PLAN Test



Q; Did you take the PSAT test this school year?
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Table 48: 10"/11™ Grade Taking PSAT Test
When comparing students in 11™ and 12" grade taking either the ACT or SAT, more students
opt to take the SAT. 47% of 12" grade students reported taking the SAT compared to only 23%
of 12" grade students taking the ACT.



Q:Did you take the SAT this school year?

Less than one-half of 11" and 12™ grade students report taking the SAT test. It is interesting to
note that while the survey data showed that 66% of 11" graders plan to attend a four-year college
only 40% took the SAT. Table 50 highlights the discrepancy between plans for four-year
college and choice to take the SAT.

60

50

40

“11th

30 1
“12th

20 1

10 -

Yes No Not Sure

Table 49: Choice to Take SAT by 10™/11™ Grade Students
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Table 50: Comparison Data Set



Q: Did you take the ACT this school year?
Less than one-quarter of 11 " and 12" grade students report taking the ACT test.
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Table 51: Choice to Take ACT by 10™/11™ Grade Students




Student Planning

The following tables illustrate student planning based on grade level. Overall, less than half of all
students created or updated their Indiana High School Graduation Plan (which includes a four-
year course plan) during the school year. Of special interest is that only 40% of ninth graders
reported creating or updating their graduation plan even though Indiana Code 20-30-4 requires
that students further develop their initial Graduation Plan prior to the end of ninth grade.

Q: Did you create or update an Indiana High School Graduation Plan this school year?

By Grade Level | Yes No Not Sure
8™ Grade

N=4623 42% 21% 37%
9™ Grade

N=8997 40% 21% 39%
10" Grade

N=8265 40% 25% 35%
11" Grade

N=7211 36% 30% 34%
12" Grade

N=5231 28% 34% 38%

Table 52: High School Graduation Plan by Grade Level



In case students weren’t familiar with the term “Indiana High School Graduation Plan,” the
survey also asked students if they had completed the various components of the Graduation Plan.
The four tables that follow pertain to those survey questons.

Student response pertaining to postsecondary planning was very low. The trend only shows a 4%
increase from 8" grade to 12™ grade for students having a postsecondary plan.

Q: Do you have an up-to-date written plan for the education you will pursue after high school
graduation (also known as a postsecondary education plan or college transition plan)?

By Grade Level Yes No Not Sure
8™ Grade

N=4608 28% 36% 36%
9™ Grade

N=8974 24% 42% 34%
10" Grade

N=8239 26% 44% 30%
11" Grade

N=7206 27% 47% 26%
12" Grade

N=5235 32% 43% 25%

Table 53: Postsecondary Education Plan by Grade Level



Data revealed a 20% decrease from students in their 8" grade year to students in 12" grade when
asked about written improvement plans for grades.

Q: Do you have an up-to-date written improvement plan (plan for improving your grades)?

By Grade Level | Yes No Not Sure
8™ Grade

N=4587 37% 39% 24%
9™ Grade

N=8908 32% 45% 23%
10" Grade

N=8204 27% 53% 29%
11" Grade

N=7149 24% 58% 18%
12" Grade

N=5212 17% 63% 20%

Table 54: Improvement Plan by Grade Level



Data demonstrated that a higher level of special education students have written grade
improvement plans than general education students.

Written Grade Improvement Plan
By Special/General Education
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Table 55: Improvement Plan by Special Education




Consistent across grade levels, less than one-half of students reported having an up-to-date
written four-year course plan.
Q: Do you have an up-to-date written four-year course plan?

By Grade Level | Yes No Not Sure
8™ Grade

N=4588 32% 39% 29%
9™ Grade

N=8924 35% 39% 26%
10" Grade

N=8206 36% 42% 22%
11" Grade

N=7180 31% 50% 19%
12" Grade

N=5212 23% 56% 21%

Table 56: Four-Year Course Plan by Grade Level



Financial Aid Planning/Resources

Students were provided a variety of questions pertaining to assistance to learn about college costs
as well as assistance for completing the FAFSA. The below chart demonstrates that while 69%
of 12" grade students submitted a FAFSA, less than one-half utilized assistance in that process.

Related to College Costs
69%
36%
19%
Attend Financial Aid Used College Costs Submitted FAFSA
Program Estimator

Table 57: Financial Aid Planning Activities by 12" Grade Students



Resources Used By Students

Data revealed very few students call the ASK-ROSE Homework Hotline for homework
assistance. Q: Did you call the ASK-ROSE Homework Hotline this school year for help with
math and science homework?
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Table 58:Data Table by Grade Level



The following table illustrates students’ responses related to Learn More Indiana resources
available to students. Data revealed very few students take advantage of these resources. Trend
data revealed 8" grade students utilize these resources at higher rates than 12 grade students.

Q: Did you read a Learn More Indiana magazine this school year (LEARN MORE or Next
Indiana)?

Q: Did you call the Learn More Indiana Helpline (1-800-992-2076) this school year?

Q: Did you use the Learn More Indiana website (www.learnmoreindiana.org) this school
year?

Learn More Indiana Resources
By Grade Level (8th, 10th, & 12th)
1
1202
lggﬁ)
o0
3%
0%
LearnMore LearnMore LearnMore
Helpline Website Magazine
e===8th Grade 2% 15% 17%
e===10th Grade 2% 11% 11%
12th Grade 1% 8% 10%

Table 59: Learn More Resource Usage by Grade Level




Communication with Students

Understanding preferred modes of communication with students is an important element for
outreach and education. Students were able to select their top three preferred delivery methods
when receiving information. Data revealed the top three choices across grade levels were 1) mail
information home, 2) send an email, and 3) send a text message.

Q: What is the best way to provide you with information?

Obtaining Information-Delivery Format
By Grade Level

Make an announcement at the school

Send me a text message 12th Grade N=9571

“11th Grade N=14,682

Send me an email % 10th Grade N=17,132

9th Grade N=19,792

Post the information on a website

|4|| jﬂ

& 8th Grade N=10,442

Give me print materials at school | | | WALL Students N=71,619

Mail information to my home

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Table 60: Preffered Information Delivery Format by Grade Level



Students were also asked to select their top three favorite ways to seek information. Data
revealed the top three choices across grade levels were 1) going to a website, 2) talking to
parent(s), and 3) talking to a counselor.
Q: What are your favorite ways of seeking information?

Seeking Information-Favorite Ways
By Grade Level

Talk to my parents [

12th Grade N=10,960

Talk to my counselor
©11th Grade N=16,251

!H

Go to a cell phone

L10th Grade N=18,741

Go to a website

Send a text message to an 9th Grade N=20,722

Email an expert & 8th Grade N=10,709

Call an expert at a free M ALL Students N=77,383
0 10 20 30 40

Table 61: Information Seeking Options by Grade Level



Recommendations

1. Student Choice Gaps

One theme throughout the survey was the existence of gaps in the degree to which
different student groups made sound choices in areas that impact high
achievement, postsecondary access and postsecondary completion. In general,
white and Asian students who paid for their lunch tended to make better choices
than students of color who participate in the National Student Lunch Program.
Data also revealed a discrepancy in student choices dependent on parent
participation in college.

Learn More Indiana is encouraged to make these discrepancies in the data known
to school counselors, community members and policy-makers and encourage
them to design student guidance programs, activities and resources that, while
appropriate for all students, will be particularly engaging to lower-income
students of color.

2. Indiana Graduation Plan

Make principals and school counselors aware that Indiana Code 20-30-4 requires
every 6™ grader to create an initial graduation plan and to further develop that
plan prior to the end of 9™ grade.

Encourage schools to provide students with an opportunity to update their
Graduation Plan annually with the assistance of their school counselor or other
informed advisor.

Encourage middle schools to have students develop a complete high school
course plan, rather than simply select their ninth grade courses.

Work with the Indiana Department of Education and the Indiana Department of
Workforce Development to develop a comprehensive plan for helping school
counselors understand the Indiana Graduation Plan resources found on the Learn
More Indiana and Indiana Career Connection websites

Encourage the College Success Coalitions to provide programming for local
parents about the Indiana Graduation Plan and Indiana Career Connection
including presentation resources.

3. Use of Survey Data:

Encourage school counselors, community members, and policy members to
review the Learn More Indiana Student Survey data to better understand student
needs when designing programs or policies.



4. One-to-One Guidance:

* Continue to actively promote programs that provide students with face-to-face
career and academic guidance including a) school counseling programs, 2)
college representative visits to the high schools, and 3) community mentoring
programs.

* Actively advocate for a) additional school counseling positions, and b) the
removal of non-program tasks from tasks assigned to school counselors. Non-
program tasks, while important to the operation of the school, do not help students
master guidance indicators, make positive student choices impacting
postsecondary options, or successfully address personal-social issues that the
student believes to be interfering with their learning.

* Encourage those providing one-to-one guidance for students to show students
who to access guidance resources including:

= [earn More Indiana Magazines

= [ earn More Indiana Website

= [earn More Indiana Helpline

= Indiana College Cost Estimator

= ASK-ROSE Homework Hotline

= Online Career Interest Inventories

* Encourage those providing one-to-one guidance for students to helps students
create and then annually update their Indiana Graduation Plan

5. Campus Visits

* Encourage schools to engage all students in campus visits, especially lower-
income students, first-generation students, and students of color.

* Make students and parents aware of the numerous outreach opportunities
provided by Indiana postsecondary institutions.

* Encourage employers to provide time away from work for parents to visit college
campuses with their son or daughter.

* Encourage the county College Success Coalitions to sponsor campus bus tours in
partnership with the county’s high schools and targeting lower income students
and students of color.

6. Career and Postsecondary Exploration Resources:
* Continue to provide students with online information about how to plan, prepare
and pay for postsecondary education




Since the survey indicated that lower-income students are less likely to use the
Internet as their information source, continue to provide print information about
how to plan, prepare and pay for postsecondary education

Promote career exploration activities for all students including career interest
inventories, job shadowing, and internships.

Provide resources for organizations participating in the College Success Coalition
and the 21* Century Scholars partners that will help those organizations provide
job shadowing and internship experiences.

7. Area Career Center Exploration:

Encourage schools to involve all students in visits to their area career center to
gain information about career preparation course that are available for students
while they are in high school.

Help students understand that it is possible to earn both an Indiana Core 40
Diploma with Academic Hours and an Indiana Core 40 with Technical Honors.

8. Student List Generator

Use the Learn More Indiana Student List Generator to send targeted emails and/or
postal mailings to students, especially eighth grade students who are not sure what
type of diploma they are seeking.

9. Indiana Core 40 Diploma with Academic Honors

Encourage all students to seek the Indiana Core 40 Diploma with Academic
Honors, especially Black or African American, Hispanic, American Indian or
Alaskan Natives, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islanders, and Multiracial
students.

10. AP Course Participation and Success

Eighth graders who do not plan to take an AP course in high school are less likely
to take the courses they need to be academically prepared for AP courses.
Provide information about AP, IB and dual credit courses for eighth graders so
they can plan for those courses in their future and prepare academically for those
programs. Promote programs that allow eighth graders to become familiar with
AP, IB and dual credit courses prior to their course selections for ninth grade.
Help students who receive free-reduced lunch understand the availability of
programs to help them pay for dual credit tuition and AP test fees.



* Encourage schools to calculate their AP success as the percentage of graduates
who have earned a three or better in an AP course, rather than the percentage of
students enrolled in an AP course or the percentage of AP test takers.

11. Four Years of Math
* Help students understand the rationale for taking four years of math in high
school and encourage them to take more rigorous math courses in the senior year
to best prepare them for postsecondary success.



For the complete analysis of each Learn More Indiana Survey questions, please see Appendix A.



